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War Strains Haunt NBC in This Year's NOT FNOIIGH TIME. ops Quell Audience Riot at Private 
Planning of Diplomatic Kiddie Show AFTWEFH FI MS) Mulatto’ Preview; Ban in Force Again 
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’ WwW | 
Washington, Dec. 5. | Dice ill Tell Radio’s Audi | Philadelphia, Dec. 5. 
10s Audience ‘ I , 
Problem tin protocol confronts — Product Stacks Up Well, So _ ‘Mulatto’ did not go on as skedded 
WRC-WMAL over arrangements for | Miami, Dec. 5. : last night (Monday) at the Walnut 
its 9th annual International Ch ile ‘If money’ booking is a new Theatre Owners Put the CBS has circularized the ad- St. theatre. Nor does it seem as 
drens’ Christmas broadcast. Cust om | angle for Florida this winter, the | Onus on Distribs for Kill- oe trade “eo ay ald- though Philly will ever see it, for 
< avinsg -hildre i ats | . oi Por certai ane ° ° wells estimate o ; 000 new Acting Cc >1l’s bz stands. 
of having children | of eguctenngat cad fancy coin fot certain talent ap ing Off Names, Series, Etc., sain cake Guia Gates Gi te Acting Mayor onnell's ban stand 
send Christmas greetings to moppets | plying if the gambling lid is off. i gly ” a ae a Following a special private shows 
throughout the world over NBC’s| If not, and that’s the big if, by Releasing Same Play- es Bag Tiagg Merwags gd that ing at the theatre Sunday night (3), 
shortwavers has caused consternation] the talent will have to readjust | » Pi . Vv m<¢ an o of any with around 1,000 invited guests. in- 
ust | ~— ers’ Pictures With Se eR ee PR genes th ~ opiate around 1,000 invited guests, in 
this year because of the war abroad| its salaries accordingly, = ae out Suf year’s total is for replacements, cluding Superintendent of Police 








and the increasing touchiness dis-| ———; 


played by foreign emissaries in Se | 000 new listening posts were James F. Ryan, representing the 
Washington. Situation was bad A R li As added to radio circulation, Mayor, it was announced that Joseph 
enough last year, when a junior dip- | e IOUS, S CITE EXAMPLES The staggering total of 45,000,- | F. Becker, producer, had bowed to 
lomat from the German embassy sat 000 home, auto, portable and the Mayor’s edict and postponed the 
next to a child from the Czechoslo- | community radio sets is now pro- opening until after a second hearing 


6 e 49 ; 
vakian Legation. The war abroad, | Well aS Sta ist | Blame for the fact that business | — claimed. | today (5) before Judge Curtis Bok, 
however, is really giving the WRC- | has not improved in the picture also in the audience Sunday (5), 


the- 
WMAL department the jitters. atres more is being laid by exhibitor Late this afternoon (Tues) Judge 


So far, no word has been received ® observers to the producers for fail- | Private Party Bok denied Becker’s application for 
from the German Embassy, concern- ] in yC eC ext ure to properly space the pictures of ar. injunction and stymied showing 


serene | ficient Spacing the conclusion is that over 4,000,- | Hubbs and Assistant City Solicitor 














ing the attendance of youngsters of | various stars or personalities. Seek- of the play. 





the embassy staff. Juvenile name ing reasons for the lack of action in ° When the curtain fell after the in- 
callings, fisticuffs or other compli- - _ grosses, buyers and operators are of | Ga Ma Foil vitation performance, a spirited Pre 
cations are not beyond the realm of , the opinion that a part of the solu- | g y bate broke out that waxed so furious 
possibility if a German child should a sony wood, Dec, 5. tion might be found if the studios | that finally Superintendent Hubbs 
meet face to face with small repre- Paramount is burned up, and) oxercised greater caution against had to bring in a squad of police 


. , plenty, at a leak in Ne\ Tor} cit |, . and order the thts ar te 
sentatives of the Polish, Czechoslo- | ple . at : L eae i: ITK sogit burning up their stars. Penns urfew patie i ba lights ” - ordet ‘ 
; hae a Tea ee: at resultec ‘evela- | ; { | sperse he crowd. romine! 

vakian, French, British or Finnish | CC's m Tas " t 'F ot Saree | While pointing out that the quality | a leaders her : neluding ae . 

! n pougt family ortral Nefro ieaders nere, inciuding severa 

governments tion if had bousnt Amma) alt, | of product compares very favorably : * : adhe dptaipate 

—, : ] which was on Broadway last year ; ; : 2 a ministers, were in the audience 
Feelings of Japanese kids also must eer ie P Cecil B. DeMill .’| with other seasons, operators add - which filled the 1 r fi M 

‘ . . b: . for vas) Le >| >” s st at : 2 - W l ne ower oor NlLer- 

be considered but observers who} ?S @ 2&5!S pits ; vy | that there is something decidedly 





. , : forthcoming ‘Quee ueens.’ Con- ~ittshurgh. Dec cedes Gilbert, leading w 
may be watching for an indication | 'Oh'com ns Quee r : reg ( — wrong with the way many of these , se Pittsbui ~" v ; ‘Mulatt 7 made a plea i 4 <r = 
‘ ' eer trary to the usua yallyhoo which 7 lith the blackest New ear’s Eve | “4Uialto, ade « Ca 10r tne play $ 
of Japan’s attitude toward Russia; ~*°"? & ; ae og: | pictures fail to live up to expecta- Wit Hrsg ea ee (Continued on page 55) 
ar > , - ve . \ 4 Vallis \ bh VA aL D4 : ° rT} } . 4 S t ec Sle uti t il , Se > ve 
are likely to be disappointed. The | 2°companic Hollywood acquisition | tions, The feeling is strong that one | S!NCe TEP sal staring them in the face een ee Dé 7) 


war , rf stage play, Par was attempting -ennsy nitery are trying to de- . 
Soviet Embassy has not been repre- fa stage play, . 08 of the most important reasons af- Pennsy nitery ops a eae es 


t ceep this a secret. ez he : . rise ways to s: ge something out 
sented at the recent kid patties. to keep this a secre Reason is that | fecting numerous films is the lack of | ViS¢ Ways to salvage somethi 


s 
ee ; ‘ ( ha rrecKage Wi 0 nning _ 7 
More than 30 sons and daughters (Continued on page 12) | spacing of vehicles of various per- ft th wreckage Bhs: uh ay eies "e Baseball Play By Piay 


9 foreign representatives in Wash- ’ ; sonalities, or the pictures that are pie “pet “ow ag Ecc th 7 ade ° . 
4 Or ( r¢ announcea 

[ington nave been asked tthe oart| SINCLAIR LEWIS LOOKS — ‘et, 2" sauor “contiot Board amovnce | Word-Slingers Organize 
and most invitations have been ac- | What is believed to have partly sts ; | aaa be a sa % of li ae ° ee 

cepted. The program, which is be- caused this trouble, aside from the | St@9@ In tabooing the sal 1 vi 

: page nae ge : L NT STA f- TRUCK on Sunday, Dec. 31. Only one loop- n Incy 0 nionis ic 

ing sponsored by NBC in cooperation (Continued on page 49) hole is left. There is no law against ° 

with the Greater National Capital private parties being | Id. an Send ee 
Committee of the Washington Board . RE a age sea TE EPs Cincinnati, Dec. 5 

a : New Orleans, Dec. 5. 3 B he - Di FE as everybody brings his own booz ; 

of Trade, will be aired this year . . = rlean ec. 5 an S an inner or S Organization of the Major Leagues 


Sinclair Lewis, the novelist who With this as a ray of hope, the ; : 
from the Washington Hotel. : : : 7 ; Baseball Broadcasters’ Association 


1as_ been budding as a playwright 60 S ( night spct nubobs are trying to get 6 Rs : es " , 
for several seasons, and who made C; ome ustomers their be t customers to organize pri- — ee F iy “ ata meet- 
his debut on the stage last season ? he vate pa { es and hire the clubs for = oleate — ands ay ane . 
Cheap Phono- Radio ut of town, is said by intimates to Just Don’t Believe It (Continued on page 55 ool Sieber Eolas taonioed: 
. ; } tical JADE jal sla it Ss I l- 


y yen to become a re?tu- 


lar actor That he loves t nime } ~e “% wm? — . "ii a is, | 
Combinations’ Boom uel iol uv ae he preted ae hia By BERNIE WOODS TOP POP SONG HIiS balk commissioner, telephoned ap- 


proval of the set-up from his Chi- 


play, ‘Angel: is 2. I ti ‘ Al- New combo ballroon nd restau- : alll ‘ 
Stimulates Disks Also own “ie hoo SO ag Pie ssitl by rant lr New York ‘lied the Piests BOTH FROM EUROPE , bndpi headquarte1 ane wa pron ptly 


amed f 1 honorary membe: 
hilip Merivale, the experience wa Danceteria is apparently catching on Pror sata ae ; — ‘ 

The General Electric Co.’s combi-| exhilarating to the writer and it is; with t le people ho i gularls at- 7 ae A K. ‘Rosey Rowswell, KDKA and 

nation table-model phonograph and understood he expects to appear on| tend such spots and is drawing an Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. ha WWSYW, Pittsburgh, wl o w lected 
( rc al - Fs t ) eed Wh was eiecte 

radio set price-tagged at $23 each o1 3roadway. yider crowd 9° well Spot un- over the 500.000-mark on sheet ii presic jent Franc p Lauy KMOX 
= : " . age < rd as oO! ; Fo hans eter. 4 nn : RETO f De , ee pe “ae aa REELS ee ed cathtiod: I ] > ancis 4aux, 4 NV a, 
$24.45 on time-payments, is cred- Author is s “ihegpetvvegas FP in New Or-/ shuttered about two weeks ago,| for two successive tunes, setting ai ct frouis and Harry Hartman 
ited with markedly booming the disk leans, where the activities of a little | opening its doors about three hours; 10-year record of its kind in music) Wopo Gincy. are vice- -president 
business in the east. Similar pop- theatre group has caught his inter-!| late and 10 minutes after workmen! business. The sale on ‘South of the Arch McDonald, WABC. New York, 

. ae ; ac ‘ ske AY wi *ping up re ants of | rder’§ Frid: (1) exceeded the;. ~~ re om 
priced combo radio and talking ma- est. He w as asked to appear with| completed sweeping up remnants of | apes — “a = - . | is secretary -treasurer. Deeinaktnn 

: . thes cman. x | . § { Var hile eer arre : ; 
chines all over the country have|the community players and he as- | construction. gs Beng ero pte tage + tage or committee includes Harry Heilman, 
mushroomed in sales as result of the | S¢nted to go on without pay, as do; On the site of a former Chinese | Polka,’ which is in its 10th month of ; 


Michigan network; Bob Elson, WGN, 
Chicago; Byrum Saam, Atlantic net- 
work; Jack Graney, WCLE, Cleve- 
land, and Red Barber, who airs the 
Brooklyn Dodgers games on WOR. 


signal success of G.E., working | the others. Lewis first asked Equity | restaurant at 42d St. and Broad vay publication, has already reached 
through the Consolidated Edison Co.| Whether it was okay and received an; spot has a capacity for 3,000-3,500 | 550,000 copies. 

of N. Y., which did the merchandis- | 2ffirmative reply. As he is a new! on two floors Upper story was | Both songs are European imports 
ing, using the regular monthly elec- member of the association, he} added specially _for the dancery.| ‘Border’ coming from England and 














" trie bill for the bookkeeping. wanted to make sure that going lit- | Added ro rf garden is built with a | ‘Beer Barrel” from what had been The association, according to 
Consolidated agreed to guarantee| tle theatre is not a violation. (Continued on page 59) Czechoslovakia. Rowswell, is fraternal and not 
50,000 sets but sales surpassed that rr ene ce meen eet ere unionistic. ts membership, sans 
quota in the very first month so a voting power, will be extended to 
second 50,000 sets were ordered. Con- 7th ANNUAL | sponsors and agency men with big 
solidated avers that the merchandis- if league broadcasts. There is no ine 
ing push will end with the 100,000 © 4 if tention, added Rowswell, of keep- 
mark but the disk trade hears 150,000 Ra 10 OW] ians ip ufvey ing former ball players from enter- 
in all are penciled in for the met- ing the ranks of broadcasters. He 
ropolitan New York area. Mean- | z jf, pointed out that Heilman = and 
time firm added some 2,000 employes PAGES 19-23 Graney, of the ex: siete e committee, 











to the G. E. plant in Sridgeport, Conn. a 2 satanic ; ire ex-major league 
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Rumblings That a Voluntary Trade 
Practice Code May Yet Eventuate; 


Fach Distrib on Its Own Individually 








Vocal Sockers 


Hollywood, Dec. &. 
Paramount's ‘Golden Gloves’ 
sounds more like a gabfest than 
a knuckle tournament, with 28 
featured names and 84 bit play- 
ers in the cast. 
Roster is one of the largest on 














Wednesday, December 6, = 


Would Bunch Pix Stars on One Radio 
Show to Curb All-Week B.0. Inroads 


4 











Withers Mono Producer 


_ s | Hollywood, Dec. § 
_the lot in : ix months. — _ Harry Brandt, ITO prexy, here to 
, 4 a ) talk with major studio execs on g 
Hollywood, Dec. 5. | concentrated radio program for the 
roe Seen Sees eee, oe ee Orr Vice Hirsch at U Theatres Cheering _ Grant Withers lays aside his grease | industry. Has been on a nation. 
smounts to the code which the De- paint and becomes a full-time asso-| wide tour to regiment sentiment 
partment of Justice killed last sum- ciate director at Monogram with the | among exhibitors against the Nee ly 
mer, may yet be put to use by the “Holly wood, Dec. 5. completion of his current role in the | bill in the next session of congres 
film business through voluntary ac- J. Albert Hirsch, advertising man- a tal 1a 5 ove | Boris Karloff starrer, ‘Mr. Wong at | He contacted some 750 theatre opera- 
iion on the part of each distributor, ager at Universal for five years, | Headquarters.’ tors in 15 cities, and the majority 
it is predicted. This appears to be} checked out to be a stage producer | New producer is slated to handle | share his viewpoint on film buying, 
the only way under which the re- jn New York. the Frankie Darro group and other, He said all they ask is proper clear- 


forms sought by the medium of the 
code can be adopted in relations be- 
iween exhibitor and distributor. 
Hinted that the recent 
the part of Warner Bros, in setting 
up a new merchandising policy, fol- 
Jowed by similar action on the part 
ot other distributors, started the ball 
rolling in that direction and that by 
the time the 1940-41 sales season 
rolls around = additional reforms 
may be effected. This might include 
arbitration and provisions for the 


at U is re- 


with 20th-Fox., 


Hughes Back To 
Making Pix, Names 


Troy Orr, 


Successor 
cently 


move on 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 


handling of clearance, with some ac- Fred Schuessler, Selznick-Interna- 
tivity already begun in that direc- tional casting director, joins the 
tion. Meantime, exhibitor leaders Howard Hughes outfit in a like ca- 


end theatre owner organizations are | 
giving support to a move concerning 
arbitration and clearance by openly | 
declaring themselves for it. 

The important point involved is 
that while the Department of Justice | 
knocked out the code, threatening 
the distributors as a group for hav- 
ing evolved it in what is legally 


pacity until S-I goes back into pro- 
duction next spring. 

Hughes is preparing to put his pic- 
ture into work about Feb, 1. 
duction personnel will be announced | 
this week by Noah Dietrich, general 


terprises. 





called ‘in concert’ there should be' 
no reason why a distrib can’t set up 


JULES RACHMAN’S 2D 
PLEA FOR CLEMENCY 


his own sales policies strictly on his 
own. If another distrib wants to do 
the same, possibly with the policies 
varying here and there on trade 
practices involved, he is supposedly 


within his rights to do that. * laaaiies Dec. 5. 
When the famous Thacher decree Jules Rachman, the one-time 
was handed down 10 years ago, it: Omaha exhib who killed his two 
declared against the so-called Stand-| business partners, Harry and Sam 
ard Exhibition Contract, embodying , Goldberg, in 1932, came up (27) be- 


compulsory arbitration, only because 
the distribs were ‘in concert’. Re- 
sult was that each distrib had to 
drop the form of contracts all had 


fore the pardon board a second time 
to try for clemency. He is serving a 
15-year sentence, and with his good 
time, whether the board acted favor- 


used and make up their own individ- | ably or not, would be eligible to re- 
ually. About the only difference as lease in 1941. 

e consequence of the Thacher de- Rachman submitted a letter from 
cision was slightly different wording |.Elmer Rhoden, Fox widwest head in 
of clauses to cover the same things | Kansas City, promising employment 


and provisions for arbitration that! jf released. 


business manager of the Hughes en- | 


| 
| 


Casting Director 


| atres as well. 


| 
| 
' 
| 


~ Vs. Gum-Chewers 


inaugurated last week | 
LaGuardia to curb the 


Campaign 
by Mayor 


chewing gum menace in New York 


is something that is close to the 
hearts of all theatre men. Sticky 
wads are not only a major source |} 


of annoyance on pavements, 
of film and legit houses—it’s these 
outdoor gum-tossers that Hizzoner jis 
attempting to delete--but inside the- 
Attaching chewed-out 
chicle to the bottom of theatre seats 
is a time-honored practice, but com- 


| pares as nothing with the the diffi- 


Pro- | culties of getting it out of rugs after 


several hundred pairs of shoes have 


| ground it in. 


Expense to which theatres go to 
remove the well-masticated Wrig- 


| leys is exemplified by the Capitol on 


| 


; in day 


| sidewalk 


pletely 


were to be voluntary rather than Rachman’s plea was opposed by 
compulsory. Under the arbitration Ralph Goldberg, the surviving 
features, if the exhibitor signed the prother of the murdered showman, 
contract with the arbitration clause who said that the 15-year sentence | 
to govern, he also agreed to respect was too little even without time off 
the award made. Most of the distri- | tor soodq behavior 
butors continued such a clause while The board, after hearing his case 
others, notably RKO, has added one qgeferred action. which means they 
since the code blowup. don’t have to make up their minds 
Mistake to Submit It ‘for three months, and indicates the 
It is now admited that it was a 


board is on the fence relative to the 


mistake to submit the trade practices Maiiake 
code to the Department of Justice by ; 
the distribs collectively, but since , 
that is past history now, there is no FILM PROCESS SUIT 
reason why the majors cannot place —_—_—— 
into effect, virtually along the same Mary Pickferd Venture Involved In 
lines, the provisions that the code Stockholders Squawk 
covered. If a system of arbitration —- 
pproaching that of the code 1s Application by defendants to dis 
sdopted individually by distribs, the '™'ss suit by James C. Richards, 
exhibitor accounts still do not have Jr., Lester Soman and Mildred 
to agree to it any more than an exhib Soman, as officers and directors of 
had to take the code, plus arbitra- Film Treatizor Corp., reveals an ac- 
tion, if wanting to buy pictures. tion filed in August in N. Y. supreme 
In view of the fact that so many court. Defendants include Frank 
exhibitors, including many leaders in Rellly, Newman Lawler, Paul 
exhib politics, decried the action of ;O’Brien, Dennis J. O’Brien, Mary 
Washington in bumping off the code, | Pickford, Mary Pickford Co. and the 
the distributors are believed just as Film Treatizor Corp. 
anxious to effect better relations be- The plaintiffs seek an accounting 
tween themselves and buyers as they of profits they should have received 
were when they began negotiations from a proper exploitation of the 
on the trade practices pact. This is product, which cleans film and 
exemplified by the action of War- non-inflammable It is claimed that 
ner Bros., Metro, Paramount and} Mary Pickford, by virtue of control- 
20th-Fox, plus RKO so far as its ling two-thirds of the voting stock, 
Jengthy arbitration agreement, in and by neglecting the corporation’s 
granting relief right on top of the affairs, has almost put it out of busi- 
failure to get the code past the De- ness As stockholders and officers 
partment of Justice. They didn’t of the company, the plaintiffs feel 
have to do this, it is pointed out.’ that this neglect has resulted in 
Others which have not granted an severe losses to them. 


increased exclusion privilege or com- 


'rectorate is set for 


Broadway, which employs twa port- 
ers who do nothing else. They work 
and night shifts, 
five gallons of an expensive chemi- 
cal daily in scraping the stuff off the 
in front of the 
Regular cleaners on the inside 
the theatre spend a good part 
their time similar work. 
Among important theatre men who 
have long taken a personal interest 
in schemes to eliminate’ careless 
gum-tossing is Barney Balaban. He 


of 
of 
in 


has at various times attempted what 
LaGuardia is now doing, starting an 
educational campaign. Mayor has 
also obtained promise of several 


manufacturers to print a warning 
on the inside wrapper that it should 
be saved for use when gum 
masticated. 


is com- 


JANE WITHERS LINES 
UP UNIT FOR VAUDE 


Jane Withers 
weodite lining 
ance tour. 
own unit, 
the N, Y. 

Unit’s opening 
5, at the Circle 
Akron, Youngs 
following in 


is the latest Holly- 

up a personal appear- 
She'll personal with her 
Bill Miller agenting from 

end. 

Jan 

with 


Louis 


te will be 
Indianapolis, 
town and St. 
that order. 


da 


her its 
a per- 


offering 
but on strictly 


Interstate is also 
Texas houses, 


centage basis. 


Ingster Directs at RKO 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

Boris Ingster, former screen writ- 
er, signed as director for RKO, with 
‘Before the Fact’ his first chore. 

For several years he had been a 
scripter on the 20th-Fox lot. 

Hays Back East 

Will Hays, who went to the Coast 

early last week, is due back in New 


York this week to make 
for the final quarterly meeting of the 
Motion Picture Producers Dis- 
tributors Ass’n board of directors. 

Fourth quarterly session of the di- 
Dec. 13. 


preparations 


and 











mitted themselves on other points 
such as score charges, forcing of ee 6 
shoris, etc., still do not have to do (t er News ertainin { P 
anything except that ‘what one com- , 4 0 IC ures 
pany does a competitor will ulti- 
mately be forced to match,’ it is ob- American film firms revamp foreign production plan .Page 12 
served. Metro, Paramount to resume production in England .Page 12 
P ‘ New Aussie pix tax severe. ........608563 .Page 24 
Sherman Rides Again Boraen Cath WiOwW TOMOWOE . oc onic cccccdcccccccccccssccdce Page 24 
Hollywood, Dec. it Radio reviews: Maureen O’Hara, Noel Coward-Maurice 
Vincent Sherman, who recently Chevalier, Jack Buchanan, Al Pearce Pa 
, , | - ’ : ’ ECS cee tee See sesesseeceses age 26 
piloted ‘The Return of Dr. X,’ drew | aheatnen: detains elaine a ~ 
a new director contract at Warners. er Toe Ve ED re gears artis yrds brave Soka eae ero te ete age 3 
Next job is “Teddy Roosevelt a and | AGVA’s basic agreement for vaude.............. ..Page 43 
His Rough Riders.’ it Otto Preminger sues Ruth Selwyn... . ... 0.6.6. cecccs .Page 50 
CCRUCOE'S “GOMOEO TMM oo kd vis cdc nc dicecsscagdecivees Page 51 
ARRIVALS Hollywood-Broadway pact fomenting breach among drama- 
David Rose, Joseph P. Kennedy. MEE =. 5G ceeadet ese b da ROSALES Re OS SEARO hes ebb Lee e ai Page 51 
Tilly Losch. 











in front | 


using about | 


house. | 


} leaving him with 11; 


features, |ance and an opportunity to buy prod. 


| uct on a fairly competitive basis in 
| the open market. 


Joe Schenck Sold Fox, | unchtne sistem one tent 1° 
Blumberg, Freiday’ P U So as to prevent a seven-day spread, 
| Trading, S.E.C. Reports 





competing with their own pictures, 


NW Squawk 
Minneapolis, Dec. 5, 
Back from a Chicago conference 
to discuss ways and means of fighi- 
ing radio appearance of screen stars 
Schenck highlighted the latest Se- moet prcirigiets 3 a W. A. 
wee . Rae effes and other Northwest Allie 
curities and Exchange Commission | ed 


| leaders plan to file furtl st 
report today (Tuesday) on market)! ner Bewtacte 


Washington, Dec. 5. 
More stock peddling by Joseph M. 


a | with heads of major distributing 
operations of film company insiders, | companies, 

| Rest of the picture transactions were! Independents here claim that radio 
| pretty minor, is becoming more severe opposi- 


the 20th Century- 
3,000 | 


In five batches, 
Fox board 
shares 


tion and that they’re losing patrons 


chairmen heavily during the nights when film 


let go 


of his company’s $1.50 pres) juminaries head ether programs. 
| ferred dufing October, the Federal) Special rental concessions will be 
_agency revealed. Pruned his wad to; sought from the companies whose 
| ‘ ° oan ‘ : f 
15,284, in addition to 110,043 pieces of | stars ‘are the worst offenders,’ it's 
/common. Biggest deal, Oct. 26, in- | jndicated. 

volved 1,300 tickets. aia 

| Only other substantial trading Brandt on Radio, Neely 

was in voting trust certificates of St. Louis, Dec. § 
Universal Corp. Nathan J. Blum- Another blast against the Neely 
| berg added 860, raising his pile to) bill and the producers who permit 


4.000, while William Freiday shifted 
from a holding company to his own! 


stars 


their to appear On radio pro- 
grams was delivered here jast week 


account 1,500 and grabbed another, by Harry Brandt, prez of the Inde- 
100. Gives him 2,900. pendent Theatre Owners of New 
Report showed that H. P. Farring- | York, en route to the Coast where he 


ton of New York unloaded 1,700; will continue fight to bar radio en- 
shares of Trans-Lux Corp. common, gagements of film stars. Brandt told 
keeping 100; Robert W. Perkins of | members of the MPTOA of Eastern 
New York picked up his first 500; Missouri and Southern Illinois that 
shares of Warner Bros. common;! Passage of the Neely bill probably 
Thomas P. Loach of New York got! will create an artificial shortage of 
rid of 7 shares of Pathe common,| screen fodder and also will result 


in an upping of rental charges. 
Brandt asserted there is no genu- 


and Loew's ac- 


| quired another 258 shares of Loew's 


Boston Theatres. ine merit to the bill from the stand- 

Belated statement showed that) Point of indie operators but he 
Hugh G. Davis of New York, new| Warned that, unless continuous vigi- 
Monogram board member, holds no | /ance is maintained by theatre 


operators, the bill might 
Congress. Screen stars, Brandt said, 
are losing their popularity because 
of radio appearances and the theatre 


stock in the company. slip through 


‘ANGELS’ DELAYED IN 


operators who pay high rental 

| prices for films in which these stars 

FLIGHT COL. ASKS 776 appear are the losers. Brandt was 

’ voicing the sentiments of the local 

organization which has long fought 

Los Angeles, Dec. 5. {| the use of screen stars on air pro- 

Columbia filed a $77,359 suit] grams. Fred Wehrenberg, prez of 

against the Arch-Rib Truss Co., Ltd the local MPTOA, was one of the 

and the Smith 3ros. Trucking Co first exhibitors to squawk to the 
for damages sustained through delay | studios on this score 


in contracting a set for the picture, 


‘Only Angels Have Wings.’ Filntf N 
|} company charges that negligent op- AL JOLS QN READIES 
eration of a boom wrecked part of 


the set and held up production. 
Listed among the added expenses 
| are $7,812 to Cary Grant for five ex- 


SPRING MUSICAL 


tra days, and $7,500 to Jean Arthur Al Jolson flew bi ack to Hollywood 
for nine days. Largest item is $50,- | Monday (4) after a weekend trip 
000, estimated loss in delaying re- east to huddle with Vinton Freed- 


lease of the picture nine days ley on his new stage musical. 


Looks likely that the mammy- 

singer will do the show this spring. 

U.S Housing Indirectly Martin Freed, his musical director, 
2; accomped him both ways 


An Aid to Film Theatres . 


Washington, Dec. 5. Kanin Producing Till 
Film theatre construction and ‘ : om 
modernization has been stimulated Leo McCarey Improves 


by the New Deal slum clearance pro- Hollywood. Dec. 5 


|gram, although such properties are Garson Kanin doubles as producer 
aided only indirectly by the Federal and director on ‘My Favorite Wife 
Government, U. S, Housing Admin- 


at RKO until Leo McCarey recovers 


istrator Nathan Straus claims. Chek- | from his auto crackup injuries. 


|up on the aftermath of huge public | Picture two days late on the get- 


| outlays to provide low-cost mass | away. 

| housing showed exhibitors anxious to . a eae 

|cash in on trade from new neigh- | 

| borhoods. * A. TO N. Y. 
According to the survey, five new . i i aes » Swen 

houses worth $354,000 have been | jou: Gilneas a ae 


erected 


| 

| c 4 

| Alexander Korda 
projects. 

| 


in the vicinity Bo venga 


In addition, 


"d Chappel 
. Cheever 


of low-rent 


} Ce +] 
outlays total- | tebe 





: Reg ina Crewe John Monks 
ing $20,000 were made to dress up 4 red , yf sn ge | L oe ee - 
ir -ictj atr Javic ‘ranklin Geo Palmer Puirar 
four existing theatres. | Sean Gale | David Rackin 
| -- | Henry Ginsberg George Raft 
l | Harry M. Goetz | Murray Silverstone 
| P B William Goetz } tou Smith 
| Howard Hawks } Anna Sten 
| ommer OWS at RKO | Russel Holman | Orson Welles 
Muriel Hutchinson 








iltineik Dec. 5 


First American “ota had N. » to es A. 


production 


|Eric Pommer under his deal with | Russell Birdwell | W. Ray Johnston 
4 se § ~: ws 9 9 OO. HH. Briges } Sot Lesser ; 
RKO is “One of Six Girls,’ a yarn by | Bryan Fey Yehudi Menuhin 
Vicki Baum. } Matiin Freed Monte Proser 
NA. . _ David Flanne 1} Arch Selwyn 
Maureen O’Hara gets the top spot. | al Jjeisen | Aimee Torriant 
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MORE U. S. HEART-T0-HEART 





Court Testily Tells Atlas Corp.'s 
Att'y to Stop Stalling and Speed 
Up RKO Reorg; $3.50-3.75 Share? 





‘You go back to Atlas and tell 
them I'm real angry’, declared Fed- 


eral Judge William Bondy to Hamil- | 


ton C. Rickaby, attorney represent- 
ing the Atlas Corp., in the N. Y. fed- 
eral court yesterday (Tues.). The 


occasion was a request by Rickaby | 


for a further two-week postpone- 


ment of the submission by Atlas of | 


an underwriting agreement for the 
new RKO common stock. 


Judge Bondy refused the two-week | will eliminate B pix. 


postponement and granted the At- 
las attorney one week. The judge 
had been informed by counsel that 
at the board of directors meeting on 
Monday (4) George J. Schaefer, 
president of RKO, had approved 
most of the steps being taken and 
much progress was being made. The 
judge refused to listen to this ar- 
gument. ‘I've been getting many let- 
ter from creditors,’ he said. ‘There 
are many strenuous protests over 
this delay. I think you have a record 
now as the oldest case in court. It is 
up to me, and not the board, to de- 
cide if the agreement is fair. You 
tell Mr. 
osition to 
will then 


If I don’t like it I 
to dismiss 


me. 
decide whether 


the entire proceedings or to give the | 


company more time.’ 
Report Atlas Set to Go 
It is understood that Atlas is really 


prepared to go ahead with its under- | 


writing, but wished to stall at this 
proceeding until an application for 
a writ of certiorari, which had been 
filed with the U. S. Supreme Court, 
by H. Cassel & Co., and the Copia 
Realty & Fabian Operating Co., ap- 
pealing creditors, had been decided. 
Decision of the Supreme Court, 
whether or not to allow a hearing, 
is due within two weeks. 

However, Atlas is now only al- 
lowed one week in its adjournment, 
so that it may be forced to submit 
its offer before it 
position will be made on the appeals. 

At Monday’s (4) 
Schaefer made a report on the Eu- 
ropean situation and told of 
economies that had been put 
effect to stabilize the situation. 
new conditions that arose as result 
of the war are not yet surmounted, 
said the RKO president, but will be 
soon, 

The new underwriting agreement 
was discussed and is reported to be 
somewhat less favorable than the 
original one, which offered $4 a 
share on 375,000 shares. The new 
one is understood to be somewhere 
between $3.50 and $3.75 a share. 


WAR SCARE OVER, REP 
HIRES BACK DROPEES 





Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
War scare is over as far as Re- 
public is concerned. Herbert Yates, 
who ordered economies in Septem- 
ber, is re-hiring old employes and 
plans to go through with the origi- 


nal program of 52 
Serials for 1939-40. 

With $750,000 
mand’ the cameras, 


features and four 


Rep’s ‘Dark Com- 


before 


—_—__ 


‘COMMERCE DEPT. 





Resume Powwows After Jan. 
1—Other Problems Had 
Sidetracked Films for Sev- 
eral Months — Arnold’s 
Hardboiled Attitude An- 


other Factor 





HORRID LETTER 


Warners Doesn’t Like No. 2 in the 
Alphabet—All ‘A’ Pix 








Odlum to submit his prop- | 


knows what dis- | 
board meeting, | 
the | 


into | 
The | 


Yates | 


signed Garret Fort to write the final | 


script for the next 
‘The Lady from New Orleans.’ 


Hurtze has been ordered to scout the | 


air lanes for more radio talent. ‘Na- 
tional Barn Dance,’ first of the fea- 
tures to use radioites, 


roll tomorrow (Wed.). 


Rogers’ 2 for Col. 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 





Charles 
make two pictures for Columbia re- 
lease. 
Neighbors—the Carters,’ which he 
t-cently made for Paramount. 

Producer moves into the Gower 
Street studio this week. 


R. Rogers closed a deal to | 


high-budgeter, | 
Earl | 


| 


is slated to} 


| 
| 
| 


First is to be a sequel to ‘Our | 
| more 


| charge 


chief of the low budget 
unit at Warner Bros., 
the Coast Friday (1) after 
two weeks of confabs in New York 
on future product. 

Foy declared the new WB policy 
It will make 
moderate-budgeted A’s instead, con- 
sidering B a horrid letter. 

Bill Jacobs, one of his associate 
producers in the lower B class, went 
off the payroll last week. Gordon 
Hollingshead, in charge of special 
short subjects, is slated to remain 
with Foy under the new setup, 


Ve 
|as the chief reason why the Com- 
| merce Department pacifiers have 


| made no further attempts to work 
out solutions to some of the indus- 
try’s worst worries. At present, Prof. 
Atlanta, Dec. 5. Willard Thorpe, head of Secretary 
Continued increase of industrial} Hopkins’ personal brain trust, is up 
Prien in southeast is reflected in | to his neck in armistice maneuvers 
| roaring blast furnaces and humming} involving the potash people and the 
| cotton spindles as revealed in Octo- | Justice Department, besides being 
| ber review of business conditions by| loaded with chores for the Tem- 
Sixth Federal Reserve Bank District} porary National Economic Commit- 
last week. tee (monopoly probers). When he 
Fat payrolls are putting money| gets the fertilizer worries off his 
into circulation and show business is} mind he plans to pick up the film 
| getting its fair share of this dough] situation. 


Bryan Foy, 
production 
| left for 


SPREAD-THE-WEALTH 


Washington, Dec. 5. 

Resumption of talks between the 
U. S. Commerce Department and film 
industry is expected after the holi- 
days, despite intimations the peace 
program has lost appeal for produc- 
ers following the Justice Depart- 
ment’s scornful rejection of the trade 
practice code. * Studies of various 
trade problems are said to be con- 
tinuing, although no huddles have 
occurred for nearly six months and 
none is scheduled for any definite 
time. 














TO PALAVER PIX 


| pictures 
| Strike ‘Hit Parade’) and Dennis Day, 








| 


1 
| 


Pressure of other business is cited | 


in Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Louis-| Uncompromising attitude of the) 
iana, Mississippi and Tennessee, | D.J., as reflected in Prof. Thurman 
states comprising Sixth District. | Arnold’s snooty rejection of the self- 


Steel mill activity in Birmingham | regulation idea, is holding back the 
area continues at high rate, report; Commerce Department, it was indi- 
stated, with all of the 18 Alabama | cated. While the Hopkins aides still 
blast furnaces in operation. A 4.9%] insist they’re not trying to lay the 
|increase in Alabama, Georgia and| groundwork for a consent decree, 


+ 


New Schedules of Pix Amortization, 


Due to Foreign B.0. Dip, Compels 
Big Writeoffs in the First 8 Weeks 





RADIO TENORS FOR FILMS 


| Barry Wood and Dennis Day Getting 


Celluloid Nod 





Two radioites set for Paramount 
are Barry Wood (Lucky 


Jack Benny’s new tenor. 

Day is already in work with 
Benny on a film but a separate deal 
for him is virtually set. 


WARY OF *40-41 





PROD. PLANS 


Despite trip of Sidney Kent and | 





Herman Wobber to the Coast, 20th 


Century-Fox will lay no definite pro- | 
duction plans for 1940-41 until Janu- | 


ary or February. Company execs 
feel it would be an error to make 
any decisions or announce any plans 
at this time, claiming they want to 
wait until the last possible moment 
in order to get a better picture of 
what the European situation will be. 

It is felt at Fox that any budget- 
making or story plans may have to 


be revised continually throughout 
the year of 1940, depending upon 
what breaks in Europe. Although 


film business in England is now good 
and the 50% 
terrific hardship, it is pointed out 
that all plans would be upset with 
a single bombing of London, result- 


| ing in theatres being shuttered, or by 


| Tennessee cotton mill operations for| the adamant stand of the trust-| 
| October was reported, the daily av- | busters is a notable obstacle. For} 
erage of cotton consumption in the} the industry people, harrassed with 
|same month exceeded previously} the litigation started by Arnold’s| 
only in February and March, 1937. | men, feel they have more important 


Because farmers sold their crops| worries and are skeptical about the) 
later this year than they did in 1938,| possible accomplishments of the 
they received nearly two and a half} Commerce Department. 
times as much from marketing them Justice Dept. Tough 
in September as they did in August | There is little evidence, mean- 
| last year. _ | while, that Arnold’s sternness toward 

The Dixie prosperity picture is) jabor unions will benefit the film in- 
definitely rosy, | dustry. Or radio, either. It is in- 

i aay | disputable that the D. J. prosecutors 
Another Full-Length look on the film majors as an eco- 


nomic 
reform, so they aren’t disposed to 


Inker by Fleischer help the studios or exhibitors with 


i their union difficulties, beyond the 


ogre which must be forced to} 


i ra Sup ; S‘rarkea ‘ing’ j < 
Hollywood, Dec. 5. inquiry into racketeering’ in Lo 
. . < ° a ew " 
Max Fleischer is readying another | Angeles. From the D. J. viewpoint 
feature-length cartoon to follow | the major distributors and chain 
‘Gulliver's Travels’ for Paramount | ¢xhibs are the worst offenders in| 
release Picture will be filmed at | the field of restraining competition 
his Miami studio Writing staff ar-| hile there is no evidence at hand 
: rs > +}, the mnions are suilitv of conduct 
rived from Florida to confer on the that ee are Buln pas 
story with Dave Fleischer, director, | that can be termed a serious brea 
who is here putting the finishing SS —— ALES 4 : 
touches to ‘Gulliver.’ field. : 
_ rn ’ r 1A re erce intervene ‘an 
Spanish version of ‘Gulliver OW SRS COMUINETER Hier veRes a9 
another Full-Length Joker = starts help the naustry at ito La0s diffi- 
this week with Luigi Luraschi, | CUulties is difficult to imagine Ph 
studio cencorship editor, supervis National Labor Relations Board has 
‘ ( SN Or, SU} i _ a sa : ‘ 
ing. Film is to be entirely re-| exhibited no readine to yield be 
: : -urbs from « *r branches « he 
scored, using new voices and trans- | CUrD from other brat che f t 
lated lyrics. executive wing of the Government, 
e 


| while the Commerce and Labor de- 
| partments do not see eye-to-eye on 
many matters. If the parleys re- 
sume, studio spokesmen may be able 
to focus attention on the recent Hol- 


Revised edition is for Latin-Amer- | 
ican trade. 


Ostrow Leaves Metro 





lywood tug-of-war but, aside from 

ae moral encouragement, it’s hard to 

Hollywood, Dec. 5. | see how they will derive any bene- 

Lou Ostrow, associate producer in! gi, As has been pointed out so 


of Judge Hardy pictures at 
Metro, turned in his resignation. 

He plans a long vacation before 
considering a new job. 


THAT GOOD? 
Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
Sneak preview of ‘Mexican Spit- 
fire’ induced RKO to schedule three 
pictures co-starring Lupe 


often the general New Deal attitude 
|is that an industry which pays such 
fat salaries to talent and executives 
at the top can share the wealth more 
generously. 

The Commerce Department inci- 
dentally is waiting for more dope 
about the effect of the war on film 
trade. So far only sketchy bits of 
info have been picked up, while U. S 








| Velez and Leon Errol. attaches abroad have been too busy 
General release of ‘Spitfire’ is | with other subjects to give any com- 
tlated in two weeks. prehensive reports on the theatre 


i 


| business. 


a change in the currency quota, 


DICK POWELLS (JOAN 
BLONDELL) IN 1 FILM 





Dick Powell and wife, Joan 
Blondell, will work together in a 
film for Edward Small early in the 


spring. 
tracts to other producers. 


> 
v 


coin restriction is not a | 


Both are now without con- | 
Powell is | 





New schedules of film amortiza- 
tion either have been established or 
shortly will be placed in effect be- 
, cause of the decline in revenue from 

the foreign market. First of these 
drastically altered amortization set- 
ups appeared last week in Warner 
Bros. annual statement, and similarly 
changed slates for amortization will 
figure in film company financial 
statements from now on, according 
|to best Wall Street financial opin- 
ion. 

Growing tendency, prompted no 
doubt in recognition of the decline 
in foreign revenue during the last 
15 months, has been to write off 
more negative costs in the first eight 
weeks of a picture’s release than 
ever before in the past. 

Basic, reason for the changed 
amortization alignment is that actual” 
or anticipated decline in foreign in- 
come accelerates writeoffs in earlier 
Stages of a film’s release. In a nut- 
shell, picture company officials fig- 
ure that greater writeoffs must be 
made in early periods, and that after 
a production has been out for 39 
weeks, only a negligible portion of 
film costs can be amortized. 

For example, Warner Bros. cumu- 
lative percentage of film costs writ- 
ten-off rises to 87} in the first 39 
weeks after release, leaving only 9% 
| to be written off in the subsequent 
|13 weeks. In the new setup, a bare 

342% of total picture costs is amor- 

tized in the last 13 weeks of the 65- 

week amortization period. 
Necessitates Big Rentals Early 

All this means that the picture 
company, with $100,000 gross the first 
four weeks, would show less profit 
in this period under the new amor- 
tizing arrangement unless there is a 
|real pickup in early first-run in- 
come. For example, the Warner 
Bros. table writes off 19%% in the 
| first four weeks instead of 15% as 
| heretofore. Without figuring in print 
costs and advertising, a film com- 
pany would show only $81,000 net 
profit instead of $85,000 (under the 
15% writeoff) if the picture con- 
tinued doing $100,000 in the first four 








2% 


in the final week of a p.a. tour in } —— 


Milwaukee and returns to the Coast 
at the end of this week for huddles 
with Small. 

Miss Blondell, who was recently 
in New York with Powell, 
rently marking time in Hollywood. 


Par Execs Back East 


After Studio Huddles, 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 


Paramount’s eastern execs train 
back to New York today (Tuesday) 
ifter bud and production parleys 
it the studio. In the group are Bar- 
ney Balaban, Stanton Griffis and 
Russell Holman. Neil Agnew planed 
back last weekend while John 
Hicks, Jr., reached New York yes- 
terday (4) 

Homeoffice toppers a due back 


in January. 

Holidays don’t mean a thing to the 
production heads at Paramount, 
which will have six features in work 
during Christmas week. Plan is to 
build a backlog of pictures for the 
early spring market. 

In production now are 
‘Buck Benny Rides Again,’ 
Old Siwash’ and ‘The Way of All 
Flesh.’ Slated to start before the 
holidays are ‘Golden Gloves’ and ‘A 
Night at Earl Carroll’s.’ 


‘Safari,’ 
‘At Good 


Unofficial advices are that 
the shock isn’t as great as was 
feared, although restrictions on with- 
drawal of money looks liable to be 
a general worry. The latter prob- 
lem, however, is one that is most 
likely to be tackled on a broad front, 
rather than on behalf of particular 
lines. 


is Cure | 

















weeks. Which is why plenty of 
pressure currently is on to get ine 
(Continued on page 8) 
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TALK 2 PIX A YEAR IN EAST, BY MAJORS, 
IN LINE WITH LA GUARDIAS’ N.Y. FILM YEN 





Eastern Cinema City Discussions Continue Hot— "Sheldon-Barnes Win 
Rockefellers and Others Mentioned—Showmen 


Manifest Much Interest 


Recommendation of a quota of two 
pictures annually in the east by each | 
combined with the| 


major company, 
interest aroused among independent 
producers and financial factors to 


turn out films on the Atlantic coast, 
is leading to the strong possibility 
that financing will be arranged for 
the building of a studio develop- 


ment, costing perhaps $15,000,000. | 
John D. Rockefeller, Jr., and others | 
in the family. including Nelson, are 


to talk busi- 
with outside 
to 


understood to be ready 
ness on such a project, 
financing participation 
figure. 

Meantime, New York's mayor, F.; 
H. LaGuardia, denies that there has 
been any thought or discussion con- 
cerning the conversion of present 
World’s Fair buildings into a studio | 
development. This report is also 
pooh-poohed by studio union leaders. 

For one thing, the fair property 
cannot be used for commercial pur- | 
poses at the end of the expo. The! 
property on which a so-called cinema | 
city would be built, under the pres- 


possibly 


e ° P i. » J 4 ore 

1 ts a ie Date pike Screen Actors Guild, which has} construing the copyright statutes. of contract was filed in N. Y. federal 

ropos: s ar air site, oS é é 3 z Peer ' >. : “ 

— ae Ait 1 nt vailable. the s OCe” Striving to organize the Yiddish | Previously the Supreme Court had |court last week by Pathe Labora 

, > 21 , ave 2 LE D le ns ‘ R . a, é . . " auaine " 
~eigs and +a : yt amoee i Pser picture field in the east, has black-} sided with Mrs. Baines and Sheldon, | tries, Inc.. against DuPont Film 

eiawes TG = — > : core wie a listed Elite Productions and is ten-| backing up the finding that Metro | Mfé. Corp. Two causes of action are 
° 2 “dis as see . : . . . : ° inc " 2 5 ek oO 4 
ah } vi, Satan 4 Bente actually | tatively weighing similar moves) is guilty of deliberate plagiarism. included, the first seeking $150,000 
, ” » ys s We ] | — > | ‘ ° ‘ is og ql ac > . ‘ 
pte yes ha th “ . cae ct by | 28ainst several other outfits. In ad- Questions due for answer are in| @nd the second $60,000 as well as an 
Sea J. - aDnou ‘ seal “. “wal 4 dition to Elite, the blacklist notice! regard to the adequacy of the award | !Mspection of books, 
Sol J. Scoppa of Stuaio ecnanics, , 
: —e eo sent by the Guild to its affiliate| and the value of the studio's contri- | Pathe claims that under a contract 
Local 52, who also was interested in 2a ters : ; 
havins | fect built at the unions also mentions Joseph Seiden, ; butions to the flicker. Counsel for | dating back to 1925, and still in force 
ay yo¢< . srorect yuri » ° . . . ‘ : 
<1 aged ahs ne : pt could "nehe president, and Ira Green, who is; the writers insist the lower court | the defendant agreed to sell them all 
< \ re yroaucer’rs ‘oO < “ : ‘ ‘ : 7 : ‘ 
= boge oe able adunitied te said to be a principal investor in| erred in helding that Metro is en-'! the positive nitro-cellulose raw film 
"eC } > c > 1 1 ’ . y 
~a ae A rs ne nb hind gl yar} the company. Members of the other | titled to 80°% of the earnings. Chal- | needed at a price not to exceed 30° 
P ) glass ‘ , : . . 
bet c 6 , — “age ~ hon sebagai, ' Four A’s groups, including the He- lenge aimed at the accounting me- over cost In 1936, when Pathe pur- 
. pas ple sO . “ ‘ St. . é 
titions. coppas pia - au brew Actors Union, are barred from | thod, by which the studio is per- | ¢hased 77 a Qn <a 
where but now it looks like it might . : . F chased 77,000.000 feet of 35mm. cine- 
ean ‘ working for tne outfit. mitted te treat as expense the $922.- | matopgraphic positive tro-cellulose 
go through along somewhat different are tan in ; , 7 , ; : alograr positive nitro-cellulose 
+" SAG has contracts with virtually | 141 paid the Louis B. Mayer-J. Rob- | ;,; il -harged at ; 
lines though, basically, still for the er ; : raw film, it was charged at a rate of 
eM . all English language producing com- | ert Rubin combo, with the seribblers | }¢ . ; 
use of as many producers as wouid agg ag ' . | le a foot, allegedly far in excess of 
: lay panies in the east and has a work- | holding that their cut was a dis- th 24 t pr i ler the c 
want to participate. $ acre Soe at oes 1e amount provided under the con- 
ing agreement with March of Time, | tribution of profits and not part of | tract The second cause of action 
_ Several Factors but has never gotten around to deal- | the production cost. Mrs. Sheldon | claims that from October 1936 to 
Report is that if there is a follow-| ing with the regular newsreel com-!| and Barnes want all of the profits :* pag a Bs ear 
through tl} “e a city idea. the gate Pb >| December, 1937, Pathe purchased 21,- 
rough on the cinema City 10€a, the) panies. Union is negotiating with| arguing that the court below made 1000000 feet of photogravhic film 
project would be carried out under) Maurice Schwartz, but as yet has! a mistake in not holding that Metro’s | with o tase cit ; th oe : . ; 
ae oat PA ; a a : Me ' ase other an nitro-¢c - 
the leadership of the Rockefellers,| reached no agreement with him re- | contribution was little besides ‘labo. "ese oan eee ie “ database 
plus such additional factors as Floyd) garding his Yiddish film produec- and materials.’ Oo e and 90 0 is the amount sought 
- ‘ . # . ) CK ‘red re 
Odlum of Atlas, who is deeply inter-| tion. | The company had made another oP ER FECHTRTOS Hee, 
ested in RKO; Cord-Meyer, realty - | strenuous effort to get the Supreme | - 
jnterests; Radio Corp. cf gape | Court to state how much protection ’ 
<2 etd ages Ag ts : rife protection | — MRS. JOHNSON’S COL. PIX 
and possibly other: roposa a ow eople isted | is granted work based on literary | 
quota annually of two * =cnnal by p n material in the public domain. Ad- Osa Johnson, accompanied by her 
each producer to be made in the} F mitting there were parallels between business agent Clark Getts and press 
east. is said to have been made by} elix Young’ S Washup the Barnes-Sheldon script and the agent Mark Larkin, arrived in N. Y 
George J. Schaefer, president of eared ‘Lynton’ treatment, Metro declared | last week to shoot scenes at the 
RKO, in a discussion of the plan with I D : ‘ that the basic facts in both were | American Museum of Natural 
the mayor. ; = .os Angeles, Dec. ! taken from the same source—his- History which will wind up her fea- 

Agreement on such a quota, plus Fe tg M. Young, former operator of torical records of trial of Madeline | tre for Columbia, ‘I Married Ad- 

independent production in the east <n rrocodero, filed a long list of Smith—which cannot be sewed up | venture.” She will also huddle on re- 
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pany has quietly completed two pic- creenplay. But Steffes claims that the boys sub- / circuit, also in California. 


tures of a total of eight planned for 
the coming year. Arthur Leonard, 
formerly with Warner Bros. casting 
department on the Coast, is \v.p. in 
charge of production. 
It's a N. Y. Outfit 

A snag in conection with the third 

film which is ready to start and witl 


| be filmed entirely at Lake Placid, is 


| trouble in finding a Negro skater for 
one of the important parts. It will} 
be called ‘White Trails’. 

Second film just completed is ‘Po- 
comania,’ starring Nina Mae Me- 
Kinney including among others Jack 
Carter, Hamtree Harrington. Ida 


James and Emmett Wallace. Entire 


company was flown to Jamaica, 
British West Indies, for the filming 
there. 


§.A.G. BLACKLISTS N.Y. 
YIDDISH PROD. GROUP 





Re-Review in Their 


‘Lynton’ Suit Vs. M-G 


Washington, Dec. 5. 
Ruling on the fairness of the lower 


court decision splitting profits from | 


|asserted plagiarism was assured 
Monday (4) when the U. S. Supreme 
Court agreed to review nw latest 


phase of copyright controversy be- 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer and 
Ayer Barnes-Edward 
scripting team, but 


tween 
the Margaret 
Sheldon 


taneously 


simul- 


refused to change its 


stand in their claim that the studio's 


‘Letty Lynton’ is a steal from their 


‘Dishonored Lady.’ 
Passing on two separate but re- 
lated highest bench 


agreed to scrutinize the formula un- 


appeals, the 
der which the authors get only 20% 
of the film's profits. Studio lawyers 
headway with new asser- 
tions that the lower 


made no 














Studio Contracts | 
Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
Osa Massen inked player pact wi ead 
Walter Wanger. 


20th-Fox handed writing ticket to | 
Robert Hopkins, 

Paramount contracted 
actor, 


John Laird, 


John Shelton Price penned plaver 
deal at Paramount. 


Universal signed James Craig to 
thesp contract. 
| Warners renewed Humphrey Bo- 
gart’s player ticket. 

Metro handed new pact to Ian 
Hunter. 

Edward Small hoisted George 


judges erred in| 


Bruce’s writer option. 
Metro handed moppet contract to 
Michael James Gubatosi. 


Harold Rosson inked new camera- 


man ticket at Metro. 

Universal signed Alice Evland to 
player contract. 

Philip Epstein drew new writer 


pact at Warners 

Jeffrey Lynn continues at Warners 
under a new deal. 

20th-Fox contracted Travis Banton 
as designer, 


PATHE LABS’ SUIT FOR 


$210, 000 NS. DuPONT 


A $210,000 suit for alleged breach 


U.S. Serious’ On 
Pix Labor Probe, 
~ Repeats Murphy 





Washington, Dec. 5. 
Assurances that the Justice De. 


partment is serious in dragging film 


industry executives and Hollywood 
labor figures before the Federal] 
|Grand Jury are getti: common. 
place. 


When quizzed again 
arm-waving on the Coust, 
General Frank Murphy explainee 
that his underlings are ‘making cer. 
tain that every tip is exhausted and 
no stone unturned’. That was his 
|reply to a question whether he has 
‘heard anythirg from his special as- 
sistant, Charles Carr, who is direct- 
(ing the inquiry into the reported 
Bioff pay-off and the tax troubles of 
Joseph M. Schenck, Darry! Zanuek. 
et al. Murphy added that he 
sent two more tax division men t 
,L. A. to help ferret out all details. 


boul the 
Attorney 


has 





Schenck on Stand 
Los Angeles, Dec. 5. 
U. S. Grand Jury wound up its in- 


vestigation of income tax dodging, 
| restraint of trade and labor racke- 
teering in the film indusiry, with jis 
| findings still a secret. Undersiood 
the official report will not be made 


public for two weeks. 
Chief witness was Joseph M., 
Schenck, president of Producers As- 


| sociation, presumably called to ex- 
| plain an item of $100,000 turned over 
to Willie Bioff, who insists thai it 
was ‘a friendly loan,’ since repuid, 
Schenck was also reporied testifying 
| about the transfer of the old Fox in- 
terests by 20th Century 

William Dover, former 201h-Fox 
executive, and J, B. Codd. comp- 
troller of the company, spent hours 


before the 
takeover. 
While the investigation is ¢ 
Charles Carr, special assisiant U. §S., 
attorney-general, decla be 
reopened if he feels the necessity of 
questioning more witnesses, 


Jury giving details ot the 


Se G 


ed it may 


Bioff’s Chi Counsel! 
Chicago, Dec. 5 
State Senator Abe Marovitz 

been enlisted as special for 
Willie Bioff of the International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Emploves 
who is now under threat of 
| dition from California to serve bal- 


has 


counsel 


exXila- 


ances of sentence on pandering con- 
viction in 1922. 

Attorney Marovitz has appealec tc 
Gov. Henry Horner of Illinois for a 
hearing on the case before extra- 
dition is actually put through on 
Bioff. Gov. Horner has pvranted re- 
quest for such a hearing, and it 3s 
likely that the Governor will Jisien 
to Marovitz’s plea some time this 


week. 


GARMES ON FENCE 


Admits Higher Costs East, }.ut May 
Make ’Em in N. Y. After All 
Holly wood, Dee 
Lee Garmes may produc: tac of 
his three productions for 4.\0 re- 
lease in New York. Although ceon- 
ceding negative costs are higher Jn 
the east, due to necessity of shipping’ 
|many players to N. Y., he believes 
concessions by Mayor La Guarok 
would more than offset this k iN 
First by Garmes, ‘And S« Goudbve F 


was originally intended for easter 
production but was shifted to the 
Coast when he couldn't get the oe- 


sired players to 
country. 


sleeper-jump #c10% 


. ’ 
Hively Fetches ‘Anne 
Hollywooe, Dec. fF 
| Jack Hively was handed a new Ci- 
rector ticket as result of his recent 
work on ‘Two Thoroughbreds. 
Next assignment is ‘Anne of Windy 
Poplars,’ which has been on #né 
| off the schedule several times 10! 
two years. 
Oe ae ee 
| WB RETIES WALSH 
Hollywood, Dec 
Warners renewed Raoul We!shs 
director contract for another yee. 


|Currently he is on an outside job @t 


| Republic, handling ‘Dark Comm: nd.’ 


| His next. assignment in Burbank 
|is ‘City of Conquest,’ starring James 
Cagney. 

Roy Rogers halts his crooning ave 
takes over a heavy role for the #>! 


‘Dark 
has a Civil 


Command wi 


War backgroun”. 


time in 
Story 
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Seems Certain the Anti-Trust Suit 


Will Come to Bat 


- Film Cos. File Series of Questions: 


Trial of the film industry’s most 
important litigation, the Govern- 
ment anti-trust action, will begin no 
later than May, 1940, and no earlier 
than February. On Friday (1), at- 


torneys for the major film companies, | 
and 
William Farnsworth, for the U. S.,| 
decided to postpone their arguments | 


together with Paul Williams 


over the starting date of the trial 
before federal judge John C. Knox 
until Dec. 15. 


to all. 


Should both sides be too far apart 
for arbitration among themselves, 
Knox will be asked to decide. 


Williams is almost certain to ask 
for a Feb. 1 trial. On the other hand 
the majors will ask for a June trial, 
with the hope of delaying matters 
until the fall of 1940. Since Judge 
Knox, as long ago as September de- 
clared in open court that he felt the 
issues at stake should be decided as 
600n as possible, it is likely that the 


judge will grant the Government's | 


request, or at the outside, split the 
difference. The majors themselves 
have not helped their position in an 
attempt to delay further, by openly 
declaring that the new Government 
questions as rephrased and re-edited 
can be answered in two months. 

The Government feels it can an- 
awer all the questions of the majors 
in the same time or less. Williams 
is aiso expected to take advantage 
of Judge William Bondy’s order 
granting him leave to answer just 
those questions he can, allowing the 
balance to ride until trial. 


38 Interrogatories 


The U. S. plans to answer all of 
the questions submitted by United 
Artists. These were some 38 in 
number with various sub-divisions 
and deal mostly with an attempt to 
secure the names of Government 
witnesses. Under the Federal rules, 
Williams feels UA is entitled to the 
information and will give it to them. 
The balance of the majors with the 
exception of Columbia and Universal 
also filed their questions either last 
Friday or Monday (4). Most of the 
majors sought the same information 
and in those cases here questions 
were similar to UA's, it can be taken 
for granted they will be answered. 

It is also understood that nt 
newspairer articles to the effect that 
official Weshington was slowing up 
the suit, has caused a change in plans 
of the Depariment of Justice. Thur- 
man Arnold is understood to have 
informed Williams to get the trial go- 
ing a s00n as possible, and that 
prosecuicr gladly rose to the chance. 

vgatories submitted during 
the past few days by the major com- 
panies propounded questions to the 
U. S. on every phase of the indus- 
try. They seek to know, for ex- 
ample, if competition production 
distribution and exhibition 
sterted before the various 


rec 


Taterr 


corpora- 


tions were formed. From this it may 
be deduced that the majors will try 
to show that they simply made the 
best of a poor situation, having en- 
tered a field in which they had to 
defend themselves against others 


practicing the same t:ctics on them. 

In respect to the alleged vio.ation 
the cempanies want to know th 
time, name of each defendant in- 
volved, how the corm:pany partici- 
pated, and the names of each per- 
son known to the U. S. having 
knowledge of the particaption. 

The next question seeks the same 
knowledge regarding the series of 
understandings, and mutual agree- 
ments which led to the monopolistic 
activities. Identification of all docu- 
mentary evidence on this subject is 
asked. 

Then the Government is asked to 
name each independent exhibitor, 
who since 1933-34, has been unable 
to operate his theatre successfully, 
due to insufficient product. This 
question, unabashed, seeks the name 

(Continued on page 13) 


During the interim, | 
major counsel will attempt to get) 
together and reach a date agreeable | 
That date will be submitted | 
to the Government for its approval. | 


Between Feb-May: 





Title Tipsy 





Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

Warners is having more trou- 
ble with titles than George M. 
Pullman who invented the sleep- 
ing car and deluged the nation 
with names that stumped the 
world’s greatest linguists. 

Latest trouble is with ‘Mama 
Ravioli,’ which became ‘My Son,’ 
and bumped into Eddie Small’s 
‘My Son, My Son. It was 
changed to ‘Bad Boy,’ which 
happened several years too late. 
Bad boys are numerous in litera- 
ture. Production goes on but 
| the Burbank title foundry is still 
in a quandary. 








ALPERSON BACK WITH 


SKOURAS AS BUYER 





Edward Alperson, one of the or- 
ganizers of Grand National Pictures, 
now tangled with 77B, has gone back 
to work for National Theatres, the 
Skouras Bros. outfit from which he 
resigned about three years ago. 

Temporarily, Alperson is making a 
tour of National’s operating divi- 
sion, but later will be assigned as 


head of the New York film buying 
department. 





LEVENE’S INDIES 


Ex-GN Auditor Says He Has Finan- 
cial Backing 

Julius Levene, Grand National au- 
litor until recent bankruptcy pro- 
ceedings against the company, is go- 
ing i: for picture-making on his own. 
H: has obtained backing from groups 
interested in improved housing con- 
ditions, and will turn out three or 
four full-length features. They will 
be ‘socially significant’ without show- 
ing traces of propaganda, Levene de- 
clared. 





Current plan is to riake two of the 
films on the Coast, and the addi- 
tional one or two (number depends 
on how much is spent on first two) 
in New York, 


to 


CENTRAL CASTING 
‘UNDERS.AS. Fl 








ctors to Press Demand for 
Housecleaning—Ask 15% 
Wage Raise for Day Work- 
ers — Holman in Anger’s 
Producer Spot 


VIC CLARKE OUT 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

Definite evidence of job sales to 
extras has been uncovered by inves- 
tigators for the Screen Actors Guild. 
Kenneth Thomson, SAG executive 
secretary, says former G-men hired 
by the Guild have found several 
cases of actual job purchases, in ad- 
dition to passing of gratuities with 
such regularity as to constitute 
bribery. 

A report now being readied by Ed- 
win Atherton, who made the San 





oo 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| Francisco graft expose, will be cited | 


iby the actors in thei ‘ 
by the actors in their demand for a) Vion nolds $250,000 mortgage on the 


general housecleaning 
Casting Corp. Expose also may in- 
volve casting offices of several stu- 
dios which have been making hun- 
dreds of preferred calls independent 
|of Central. 

The SAG is 
scandal such 
years back. 


at Central 


trying to avoid a 
hit Central a few 
When the data is com- 


as 


Beetson, president of Central, with 
the idea of giving the producers an 
opportunity to cooperate in cleaning 
up the situation. If immediate ac- 
tion is not taken by the producers, 
the SAG will then proceed to clean 
up the situation in its own way. 
Simultaneous with this 
tion, the SAG advised the producers 
a demand for a flat 15% wage in- 
crease for extras was being sub- 
mitted, as well as a request for gen- 
eral reclassification of all extra wage 
brackets. If the request is granted, 
earnings of extras will be increased 
approximately $500,000 a year. The 
reclassification would prohibit atmos- 
phere players in lowest bracket be- 
ing called for any work other 


mob or crowd scenés. 


than 


Pay of dress extras would be tilted 
from $16.50 to $19 day, with minimum 
check for extras going from $5.50 to 


(Continued on page 8) 


JOB SALES 





Hammons Gives Up RFC Loan Ideas, 
Turns to Pvt. Bankers; Says He'll Bow 
Out of GN If Unable to Land Coin 





DeMille’s Title Change 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
‘Northwest Mounted Police’ 
has a new title but you would 


scarcely notice the difference 
without a microscope. 
After thorough research by 


Cecil B. DeMille and his keen- 
eyed staff, a lower-case w’’ was 
promoted to upper-case. Release 
title is ‘North West Mounted Po- 
lice.’ 


GN STUDIO TAKEOVER 
BY ERP! IMMINEN 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
Grand National studio may be 
taken over this week by ERPI as re- 
sult of a survey of the Santa Monica 
boulevard property by execs of Gen- 
eral Service, subisidiary of ERPI, 











GN lot. Shift depends on Earle W. 
Hammons’ ability to re-finance the 
GN outfit. 

Current revival of indie produc- 
tion will fill General Service to its 


|capacity through next July, and the 


| overflow. 


: | closed with Dick Pearl, GN studio 
plete it will be laid before Fred W. | 


GN plant would take care of 


Deal has already 


the 
been 


manager, to handle excess produc- 


| tion on Lee Garmes’ ‘And So Good- 


investiga. | 


bye,’ 
ice sets. If the GN lot goes under 
ERPI control it is likely to house 
Howard Hughes’ next production. 


Ring Me In 
Holly wood, Dec. 5. 
‘Night Operator,’ story of a small 
town telephone girl, is Edgar Sel- 
wyn’s next production for Metro, fol- 
lowing completion of his current 
chore, ‘The Golden Fleecing. Yarn 
is by Lucille Selk Edgerton. 
‘Fleecing’ stars James Stewart. 





ANNA STEN’S PLAY YEN 
Anna Sten arrived east yesterday 


(Tues.) and is interested in doing a 


stage play, having several scripts 
under consideration, 
Dr. Eugen Frenke, her husband, 


here from the Coast, 


now working on General Serv- | 
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Earle W. Hammons, president of 
Grand National, indicated Monday 
(4) that he will give up all attempts 
to salvage the company if he isn’t 
able to produce positive proof that 
he has the necessary coin at a hear- 
ing before bankruptcy referee Peter 
B. Olney in Federal Court this after- 
noon (Wednesday). Hammons also 
|; revealed on Monday that he is no 
longer depending on the Reconstruc- 
tion Finanee Corp. to come through 
with the anticipated windfall, but 
has turned to private bankers. 


Hammons gave these indications 
'on the status of reviving the com- 
pany at a meeting of a committee of 
creditors at the Federation Bank. 
|N. Y. He was instructed by Referee 
;Olney to report to the committee 
meeting on Monday prior to the 
hearing set for today, so that a rec- 
ommendation could be shaped up for 
presentation to the general body of 
creditors at today’s (Wed.) session. 
Latter is a continuation of that of 
| last Wednesday when it was voted to 
give Hammons one more week to 
produce the money. 

Fighting hard to prevent the court 
irom tossing him out as directing 
head of GN and naming a perma- 
nent receiver to liquidate the busi- 
ness, Hammons appeired Monday 
(4) with his attorney, Saul Rogers 
They pleaded before the committee 
of six and its counsel, Joseph Dan- 
nenberg, that no vote be taken be- 
fore this afternoon. 


No Hope of RFC Aid 


Hammons sald he had given up 
hope of getting an RFC loan in short 
enough time to placate the creditors, 

| who have given him several post- 
ponements. For that reason, he in- 
dicated, he had turned. to private 
banking sources and still had hopes 
of bringing GN out of the voluntary 
bankruptcy in which he placed it in 
October. 

Pressed by Dannenberg and Pat 
Shanahan, chairman of the commit- 
tee, toward an ultimatum, Hammonyg 
the group what It considers al- 
most an agreement that he will aslc 
for further extensions after 
fternoon, but will step out of 
iffairs of GN, 


Group, which has been standing by 


fave 


no this 


the 


for several weeks, watling to take 
over the company as soon as the 
bankruptcy process is completed, ab- 
solving the new owners of old debts, 

till waiting for Olney’s final de- 
cision on Hammons. It will imme 


diately make an offer to the receiver 
Among members of this group are 
Shanahan, who represents J 
Maguire, president of the Federation 
Bank, and Franklyn Warner, who is 
eecking an interest in the company 
release for product of his Fine 
Arts Pictures. Maguire and Warnet 
tied up in financing to- 
ther before. There are also othe 
nterests involved. 


rome 


been 


Employes Out 

(;rand 
CK were 
WeeK 


National employe: last 
notified that the two- 
suspensions under which they 
laid off could now be consid- 
indefinite. If the company is 
bought out at once, however, they 
vill be hired by the new operators 

At the hearing last week Rogers 
attacked Dannenberg viciously, de- 
claring that the opposition counsel 
had forced an involuntary bank- 
ruptey on the company, which would 
have had its financing now, if this 
had not been done. 

‘Dannenberg’ decvared Rogers, ‘is 
interested in throwing this company 
into liquidation. It is probable that 
he hopes to pluck legal fees from 
its carcass.’ 

Rogers ended his plea for another 
week by pointing out that creditors 
whose claims run into the thou- 
ands have agreed to the postpone- 


ere 


ered 








ment. ‘If the creditors can do bet- 
ter,’ orated the attorney, ‘let them 
yxring in a better offer. We'll be 
i to accept.’ 
y ng hee 
tee“ > * f;* 
5 4q\ @ P. 
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(St Louis Deluxers Slash 15¢ Each 





To Combat New Nabe; Fear Price War 





St. Louis, Dec. 5. 
Rumbles of a possible war between | 
indies and the four deluxers here 


Rest for Hopalong 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 


wecause of the recent night price | 40 quota of Hopalong Cassidy west- | Sunday. 


lerns with ‘Hold Your Horses,’ slated 


slash by the larger houses have been 


change heads are fearful that the! Boyd's current contract. 

| 

smaller houses will ask rental con- | 

cessions to equalize the losses they 

; s 'for the new season. 

claim they are suffering. | 7 
Several weeks ago the Fanchon & 


Marco Fox, Ambasmsor and Mis- SAG, AGMA, TA Under 

souri, and Loew s, Metro’s first-run- | " 

ner here, simultaneously clipped 15c | One Roof Is First Step 
In ‘One Big Union’ Move 


from the 55c night admish scale the 
day after the Esquire, a $300,000 de 
jJuxe nabe, opened in the southwest- | 
ern part of the city. The Esquire 

is owned and operated by the Schu- | 
chard Investment Co., which also ; 
owns and operates the Norside, an- | 0 
other de luxe nabe. The larger of 
the nabes operate on a 35c admish 
ecale, while the smaller indies in the | 
third and fourth-run class have a) 
15¢c and 20c price. The indies claim | 
thet when the deluxers dropped to | 
within 5¢e on their scale their biz 
began to suffer. 

Several of the indie operators are 
reported to have approached film ex- 
change heads with the request they | 
bring pressure on the larger houses 
io restore the old price, but didn’t | 
get far as pacts. Indies are re- 
ported to mulling the idea of fighting | 
fire with fire by a slashing of their 
own admisa prices. In the meantime | 
the giveaway b.o. shot in the arm 
goes merrily on, although numerous 
efforts to stop it have proved fruit- 
Jess. 


Opening gun in consolidating all 


ica under one roof in New York is 
being fired the end of this week, 
when the eastern offices of Screen 
Actors Guild, the American Guild 
of Musical Artists and the Theatre 
Authority move Friday (8) into one 
suite on Fifth avenue. While possi- 
bly not concrete proof that the ‘one 
big union’ idea is on the immediate 
horizon, it’s another indication of the 
closer collaboration of the 
unions, 

TA is not a union, but a body set 
up by the various actor groups to 
control benefits and see to it that 
the unions’ charity ends get a share 
_ from any type of approved charity 
show at which actors appear gratis. 
It has Sam Scribner as its nominal 
head, with Alan Corelli a director 
and the active rep in New York, with 
associates who function similarly in 
Chicago and Los Angeles. 

With the quartering of SAG and 
AGMA on Fifth avenue near 45th 
street, all of the important Four A’s 
affiliates will be within a radius of 
two blocks. The American Guild of 
Variety Artists a few weeks ago 


Milwaukee's Slashes Rouse Trade 
Milwaukee, Dec. 5. 

Up in arms against two-for-ones 
and slashed admission prices, a city- 
wide meeting of exhibs has been 
called for today (5) to see what they 
can do about it. Independents and 
chains alike are aroused and both 
the Fox and Warner-Saxe operators | 
will join with the indies to stamp) 
out cut-throat practices that some| 
theatre men have resorted to, with) 
no profit to themselves and a con-| 
tinuance of which will utterly de-| 
moralize the business. Free dishes, 
silverware and linens no longer a 
lure, the offenders ii: some neighbor- | 
hoods have gone to 10c admissions | 
iwo or three nights a week, and it 
is feared their next move will be, 
to jitney admissions. 

Exchange men, too, are in the 
fight, for rentals have been forced 
lower and lower by the growing bad 
practices and dollar-a-day rentals 
for some films are by no means un- 
heard of. 





A’s offices also are on 
while Actors Equity has its own 
building on West 47th. Latter would 
also move in with its union asso- 
ciates, but first wants to sell the 
property it now inhabits. 

Even iif the ‘one big union’ does 
not evolve, the idea of all of the 
unions taking office space together 
would effect a huge saving for their 
treasuries, plus also making it con- 
- venient for those members 


FILM EXCHANGE UNION tise union carat." raait, te 
MEETS 1A ON NEW DEAL 


one, has a large overhead in main- 

taining its present quarters and 

would like to economize. Another 

important factor making the ‘one 

: office’ important is the research 

Immediately following election of | underway by a Four A’s committee 
officers for the coming year, held 
Monday night (4) in New York, ex- 
ecutives of the Film Exchange Em- 
ployees union, Local 51-B, went into 
huddles with the International Al- 

liance of Theatrical Stage Employees 

to discuss demands to be made upon 

the distributors on a renewal of the 

contract which expired Dec. 1. 
Promising that an increase will be 





| interchangeability system for 


bers. 


mem- 


Newsreelers’ New Union 
Agreement Due for OK 


Arrival of union negotiators from 
the Coast in the next week or 10 days 


is expected to see the successful con- 


sought, tegether probably with 

betterment in working conditions, summation of a new wage-hour 

the F:im Exchange Employees be- | agreement for the International Pho- 

gin rc ‘fotiations with the distribs tographers union (newsreel camera- 

tomorrow (Thurs.), with IATSE : ‘ : 

representatives sitting in De- | men) in New York shortly. In hud- 
oo. Cc . » ide .% 

mands may differ for various terri- dies held about a month ago the 

tories, depending on conditions, etc, matter of severance pay and insist- 


Lou Johnson, of Metro, president 
of the Exchange workers union, rep- 


Harry Sherman winds up his 1939- | 


| 


' 
| 
j 


| tion of Philly, set to open this week. 


| 
| 


' 
' 


| 


the union affiliates of the Asso- ; 
ciated Actors and Artistes of Amer- | 


talent | 


; 


4 





moved to West 45th street: the Four 
West 45th, |} 


| 


| 
| 


who | 


} 


which may eventually result in an | 


lealled five-year studio basic agree- | 


| 


ence that the 10% wage hike be made | 


retroactive were the stumbling | 
resents the New York, Boston, New | pjocks. 
Haven and Buffalo branch terri-| The newsreels are fairly well 


tories. He was reelected prez by a 
unanimous vote Monday night (4), 
while Leo Braun of Paramount was 
similarly reelected v.p. 


agreed on a wage increase and the 
elimination of any. interchange of 
prints. Exception to the latter stip- 
julation is where government regula- 
tions forbid general coverage or 
where anything but joint handling of 
a story is physically impossible. 
Newsreel management felt that 
any 10% hike should apply only 
from $100, and that the cameramen 
making $150 per week would be 





Preview Gag Irks 
Indies on the Coast 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
Surge of previews to bolster pre- 
Yule biz is being fought by the In- 
dependent Theatre Owners here. 
Moveover of filrns for continued first- 
runs is also under attack. 


$100 scale. However, it was indi- 
cated by union officials this week 
that this point would be waived if 
the pay raise is made retroactive. 


Fox West Coast has been called far nave been opposed to severance | 
the greatest offender, with indies pay because of the large outlay it 
forced to follow suit to compete would impose on each newsreel out- 
against the ‘preview’ flag. fit if changes are made in the staffs. | 


given only a $10 boost, based on the | 





Spokesmen for the newsreels thus | 


! 


| 





New Theatres 











Philadelphia, Dec. 5. 

The Wood theatre, Woodbury, N. J., | 
operated by the Atlantic Theatres, | 
Inc., will open Thursday (7). Chain 
headed by Ben Amsterdam. 
Mid-State Theatre Corp. erecting | 
new house in Watsontown, Pa, 
The Astor, Allentown, shuttered 








‘Edison’ Start Delayed 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
Shooting of the Spencer Tracy 

| starrer, ‘Edison the Man,’ slated to 
new Penn,| start Dec. 10, was postponed until 


Wilmer & Vincent's 


: : j to start this week at Paramount.| Reading, skedded to open for Xmas | after the first of the year. 
heard in recent weeks and film eX-| picture also washes up William) holidays. | 


Metro switched production plans 


The Shore, new 1,450-seater,| and ordered actor to report for re- 


Outfit is due for a layoff until April | opened in Wildwood, N. J., last week. | takes on ‘I Take This Woman,” in 
1, when it starts six more Hopalongs | Operator is William €. Hunt. 


which he co-stars with Hedy La- 
marr. W. S. Van Dyke directs. 


The new Tyson, northeastern sec- | 


Posel. 


Elkins’ Jr. House 


Memphis, Dec. 5. 
600- | 
| 
] 


Owner is Leo 


U Defers Divvy Pian 
Until After Jan. Ist; 


Elkins Bros. building new ’ pape 
seater at Aberdeen, Miss., to be 20 h-F D d d 
known as the Elkin, Jr. They al- t Ox S IVE en 


ready operate the Elkin, town’s de- | 
luxe showplace. New emporium due 
for eurly spring premiere. 


Although Universal’s board of di- 
rectors is scheduled to meet tomor- 
row (Thursday), it is unlikely that 
Sieve Gente fer 4, A. the plan for paying up arrears on 
the first preferred stock wiil be set 

Les Angeles, Dec. 5. 

Already much overseated, town g0t | cials have had some proposition call- 
1,600 more pews last week with the |ing for the partial payment of past 
opening of two new theatres. Mel- 'due dividends 
van in Hollywood added 850 to the | for some time. 
seating total and the Campus here | Directorate may get together on 
pitched in with another 750. Both | such a proposal at the first monthly 
subsequent runs. — | meeting next year so that it can be 

Harry M. Popkin and Jack Y. Ber- | submitted to the annual stockholders 
man approved plans for new 850-| meeting in February. There was $56 
seater in East Los Angeles. Con-' que on this preference issue as of 
struction starts early next month. Sept. 23 last. 

a | So much progress has been made 
C. H. Giles Building in getting out the annual statement 
Hudson, O., Dec. 5. for the fiscal year ending last Oct. 

C. H. Giles, Chagrin Falls exhibi-|28 that Universal now expects to 
tor, has acquired a lease on the Buss | have it available the first wéek in 
building, an old Hudson landmark, | January, 1940, Usual heavy year-end 


under consideration 


and is altering it preparatory to con- | rei djustments: with more than the 
verting it into a modern theatre.| customary writeoffs in amortization, 
New house will seat 450. ready for | because of the foreign situation, is 
opening about May 1, 1940. : expected to cut into the final net 
. a Sais profit figure. U is following the ac- 
cepted bookkeeping methods in fig- 
|uring heavy amortization charges be- 
3 ot erhoods cause of possible losses in the foreign 
market. 

Regular Fox Pfd. Divvs 
| Directors of 20th-Fox last week 
Voted | Wa e |declared the usual quarterly divi- 
O g | dend, covering the fourth quarter, on 
|the preferred stock. This maintains 
> | the annual $1.50 rate in effect since 
Increase i A (’ | the stock first was issued. No action 
eWe was taken on the common shares 
but the directorate still has time 
—_—_— |later this month to make a special 
| declaration on this stock. This was 
done in December of previous years. 
A 10% wage increase to the three | Company has paid $1 already this 
brotherhoods on the studio lots was | year on the common. Divvy on the 
voted late today (Tuesday) follow- | common was passed at the previous 


Atlantie City, Dec. 5. 


|ing a five-hour session here at the! meeting also. 


Ritz-Carlton hotel. The raises; Preferred distribution is payable 
go into effect immediately and Ob-| Dec. 20 to stock on record Dec. 11. 
tain for a year. The increases apply = Pa 

to members of the _ International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters & Chauf- DANVILLE VA SUNDAY 
feurs, International Brotherhood of ? “9 


national Brotherhood 
Workers. The American Federation | 
of Musicians merely sat in and did 
not figure in the increases, 

Top film execs from New York 
met with reps of the four interna- 
tionals that are signatory to the so- 


Carpenters soipere and the Soir: PALMS FINALLY O£'D 


Lynchburg, Dec. 5 
Sunday films finally legalized in 
Danville, Va. Fleet Robinson, the- 
atre manager who put on a Sunday 
| ‘benefit’ show to test the ordinance, 
was acquited by a Corporation Court 


ment. The wage increases followed | ;,,,., 
on the heels of the 10% temporary gin . ¢ 
increase voted the International Al- | Robinson claimed a part of pro- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Employees, | 2°2 “tnt to ald Battery B, 246th 
we leatrical Stage EMployees.' Coast Artillery. Judge Henry C 
now in effect on the Coast until , : ; m~ ’ 
Feb. 15 Leigh quashed warrant against Capt. 
WW, Je y 
iil” ite i i tl J. W. Squire, commander of the 
ment ie which the IATSE hae company, who was arrestec with 
i * ) 1} nN > f * 4 le 
5 Robinson, 
withdrawn to negotiate separately D. nvill w le Sabl 
' "4 ‘ e Was last sizeab sabb; 
with the film producers, the interna- | t hold ihe irlngy — nae 
| tionals each year get together with P ane aan state, with pop. of 
° ° 1€e ov, . 
the studios to set terms and condi- : 
tions for the ensuing year. The five- - 7 : 
yeal greement I 5 t I | Dover’s Y oy Shif 
year agreement has just one mors y t E t 
. } ‘ 
year to go and is usually negotiated | 0 t S as 


on annual renewals in the spring of 
the year. The basic agreement ex- | — Hollywood, Dec. 5 

tends each year from April 1 to April| — William B. Dover has split with 
1, with result there is still consider- | Frank Orsatti and plans a general 
able time in which to weigh and dis- | ®8¢n¢y in New York, handling talent 
cuss the renewal for 1940, today’s | and material for pictures and radio. 


huddle being preliminary to that. | He will also represent Hollywood 
Producers represented at the At- — with no eastern connec- 
| tions, 


lantic City conference by N. M. 
Schenck, Loews; W. C. Michel, 20th- 
Fox; George J. Schaefer, RKO; Leo 
Spitz, Universal attorney, Joseph H. 
Hazen, WB: Leonard Picker, Colum- 
bia counsel; Austin C. Keough, Par 
legal head; Harry Buckley, United 
Artists; and Pat Casey and Fred Pel- 
ton, labor contacts for the Producers | 
ASsn. | three-car auto crash here last week. 
Internationals under the basie4 She was riding with her busband. 
agreement were represented by Jos- | Burt Friedlob, 36, 
eph M. Weber, musicians; William | roller skating derby at 
Hutcheson, carpenters: Daniel Tracy, | Park. 
teamsters, and a rep for Daniel To- Accident resulted from tire blow- 
bin, IBEW } out. 


New agency will be in the Radio 
City district, 


JEANNETTE LOFF HURT 
Rochester, N. Y., Dee. 5. 





picture actress, and six other per- 
sons suffered slight injuries in a 


Edgerton 


% 
* 
a 


Jeannette Loff, 27, Chicago, former | 


——— 


$100,000 Claim Against Pascal: 
Other Picture Biz Litigations 


. jaenacell 


| 





| 


| 
! 


Claim for a $100,000 cut on the 
profits of ‘Pygmalion’ has been 
started against Gabriel Pascal, Brit- 
ish producer, by Dr. Joseph Krim- 
sky, Brooklyn physician and father 
of John Krimsky, director of amuse- 
ments at the New York World's 
Fair. 

Krimsky maintains that he entered 
into an agreement with Pascal in 
Paris in January, 1933, which gave 
him perpetual options to: 

1. Acquire a 50% interest in any 
film made by Pascal by paying half 


) of the production costs, 


2. Acquire a 50% interest in any 
film bought by Pascal by paying 
Pascal half the purchase price. 

3. Acquire distribution rights in 


United States, Canada, Mexico and 


| duced by Pascal. 


| until early next year. Universal offi- | 


Cuba to any picture bought or pro- 
This right, accord- 
ing to the complaint, may be exer- 
cised independent of the options on 
buying in on pictures themselves. 

Krimsky claims that for these priv- 
ileges he advanced to Pascal, who 
was said to be broke at the time, 
$5,060 on American distribution 
rights to ‘Le Loup Garou,’ a German- 
made film with French subtitles, 
which Pascal owned. Krimsky de- 
clares that these rights weren't 
worth the $5,000 advance, but he was 
helping Pascal out and they made 
the option deal as partial recom- 
pense. 

Under the terms of the agreement, 
Krimsky declares, Pascal was to let 
him know full particulars about any 
picture he made, contemplated mak- 
ing or-contemplated purchasing. He 
did this on several films, it is said, 
Krimsky each time declining to ex- 
ercise his option. 


Krimsky claims, however, that 
Pascal gave him no notification of 
‘Pygmalion.’ First he knew about 
it, he states, was when Metro ac- 


quired American distribution rights. 
Krimsky maintains that his share of 
the film would have netted him at 
least $100,000 and he is demanding 
reimbursement to that extent. 
Pascal completely denies and asks 
that the entire proceeding be thrown 
out, 
Reade Vs. Joe Sullivan 
Suit of Walter Reade against 
Joseph T. P. Sullivan for an account- 
ing of profits from the operation of 
the City theatre, East 14th Street, 
New York, was disclosed in the N.Y. 
supreme court Friday (1) by an ap- 
plication to examine the defendant 


before trial. Cancellation of Sul- 
livan’s lease on the theatre is also 
asked. 

Reade claims breach of a 1931 


agreement whereby he was to share 
equally with Sullivan's profits in the 
operation of the theatre, over and 
$12,000 yearly. Sullivan's 
answer is a general denial 


above 


That Temple Suit Again 
Los Angeles, Dec. 5. 
for $500,000 against Shirley 
filed by Jack Hays, pro- 
caucer, must go to trial under a rul- 
ing by the District Court of Appeals, 
which denied a dismissal motion by 


Suit 


Temple, 


the moppet’s parents, George and 
Gertrude Temple. 
Hays claims he discovered and 


trained Shirley and asks $500,000 for 
labor, 
Shift WB Suit 

Frank L, Shaw, former mayor, had 
his $1,000,000 libel suit against War- 
ners transferred from Federal to 
superior court. 

Plaintiff asserts he was slandered 
in the Warners picture, ‘The Man 
Who Dares,’ produced by Bryan Foy, 
who is also named in the suit 


$20,000 Shortage Laid 


To Circuit Accountant 


Montreal, Dec. 5. 
be responsible for & 
the books of around 


Alleged to 
shortage in 


| $20,000, Charles Edward Kibbey, ac- 


director of a| 


| ycars by Consolidated Theatres, Lid 
and is 


countant of Consolidated Theatres. 
Ltd., which control five first-run the- 
atres here (including His Majesty s 
which also plays legit), was arrested 
Friday afternoon (1) and later re- 
leased on bail for hearing Dec. 7. 
Charges of theft and forgery were 
laid against the accused. 

Kibbey disappeared Saturday (25) 
from his home and it was stated that 
he was suffering from amnesia. Ht 


had been employed for a number 0! 


4 


well known in theatrical ¢) 


cles here. 
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| Bad Weather, H.0.’s Crimp Chi B.0.; | Ftst Runs on Broadway DJactry’ Rides to Yippee $38,000 


(Subject to Ch mge) 


Fast’ -Dead Enders Fine 21446, Garbo | wt: °'""S.... On Bway; Bette Davis-Al Donahue 


(Standard) (4th wk.) 


Topnotchka 196, Kyser’s 2d $11,000, “ec Neat $40,000, Muni 856, Kyser 116 

















Criterion—That’s Right, 
You're Wrong’ (RKO» (2d wk.), 
| Globe—Mutiny iu the Big 

Chicago, Dec. 5. | Twenties’ (WB) and ‘No Place Go’ House’ (Mono) (9) 











. | Christmas is less than three weeks, brought in two good money-making 
Bad weather over the weekend | ha be (2d Pa “4a a Last (Reviewed in Varicry, Nov. 1) off but so far there is no particularly | sessions of $54,000 (st we ' and 
held down the take generally in the wee erry ~- ge ye 35-40)—'Fugi Music Hall—We Are Not /| noticeable effect on Broadway | $38,000 (2d week). 
| ran ; 9-30 )— 2 ugi- Alone’ (WB) (2d wk.). grosses. Pictures that have draught! Radio City Music Hall (5,980: 40- 
} loop, and this factor, combined with! tive Large’ (Col) and ‘Beware P soloaly , |are doing all right, those that don’t | 60-84-99-$1.65)—‘We Are Not Alone’ 
the number of hold-overs in the| Spooks’ (Col). Dropping to mild Fd ACh liana vieber are not getting anywhere the same| (WB) and stage show. ‘Not a panacea 

downtown theatres, means quite a| | Sa ee eee — (Reviewed in Cameeee a |; as at any other time of the year. but doing very satisfactorily at 
drop from the total take of the pre-| $6.00 . sition Rialto— ‘Flying Deuces’ (RKO) | , ‘We Are Not Alone,’ ‘Destry Rides | $85,000, and holds over. Last week, 
vious week. now dwk.). |Again,’ ‘Elizabeth and Essex’ and | third for ‘Ninotchka’ (M-G) $106,000, 





| ‘That's Right, You're Wrong,’ all | aided by Thanksgiving. Garbo pic- 


| 
Balaban & Katz, Chicago, which Rivoli—‘Destry Rides Again’ 


9 «¢ ; ide | new, are finding nothing wrviiz with | ture grossed a total of $314,000 on the 
last week soared into big coin with | (U) (2d wk). |things. Only ‘Housekeeper’s Daugh- | 21 days, huge vrofit. 
camine ot tick Dont on Oe stage | Roxy—‘Barricade’ (20th) (8). | ter.’ in its first week at the Roxy| Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—Flying 




















t | 
Strand—‘Elizabeth and Essex’ land getting only the one week there, Deuces’ (RKO) (24 week) Doing 
and ‘Drums Along the Mohawk,’ (WB) (2d wk.). | is taking it on the chin. | so well at a probable $8,200 this 
| continues currently with only the | The Muni starrer looks about, week, thot picture will be held a 
flicker as the attraction tied in with | Week of Dec. 14 | $85,000 for the Music Hall and holds,| third. The first seven days was 
a nameless vaude show. This means | Capitol—‘Remember”” «M-G), | While the other Warner picture, i $12.000. 
Ag 1 gg - suiuned (Reviewed in Variety, Nov. 8) | will bit . ye Pa ee | “Destry “Rides ‘UD i sn 
3 s = alaika’ (M.-C | wi it a strong $§ 00 or there- | ‘Destry ides (U) @ week). 
Holdovers are nicking the take at | maa o.. i ari = oh | abouts. This picture has Al Dona-| Starts holdover today (Wed.) are 
' the Palace, where the Kay Kyser Herbert’ ra ms “ie | hue on the stage as company. It also | coming through handsomely to $38,- 
| flicker, ‘That's Right, You’re Wrong,’ | erbert (Par) (2d wk.). : |holds, as does ‘Destry’ and ‘That’s| 000 the initial seven days. An un- 
| managed a snappy initial week, | Rialto—‘Tower of London’ (U), | Right? these two beginning their| usually good ad campaign was put 
| ‘Mr. Smith’ is in its fourth week at | oneeneen (Reviewed in Variery, Nov. 22) | second stanzas today (Wed.). Mar-| on. In ahead, the final (3d) week 
} the Apollo and is rated to go up to) Rivoli—‘Destry Rides Again’ | lene Dietrich in a western took the | for ‘First Love’ (U) was $13.000, 
cual entected to be Gulliver’ as) See Ie lat night Chase tony ame | 
0 what 1s ru j S| Ge Krupa. ° xy—‘ “ > 2 , 2 ing last nig ues.), to a ‘smart oxv (5.836: 25- 40- 55-75 )—‘House- 
Travels.” Roosevelt holds ‘Disputed | , _— = . a. . veered and ame y— Barricade Oth d $38,000. Kay Kyser’s picture, at the | keeper's Daughter’ (UA) and stage 
Passage’ for a second, and what Folies Bergere,’ at 20th Century, are + Je li iB Criterion, is pulling nicely at $11,-| show. Zippy ad copy over which 
looks to be final, week. out in front running, each getting naa. and Essex 000 the first week, most that this} Joan Bennett complained not seem- 
Vaude is turning in another g00d | excellent grosses. ‘Folies, with B) (3d wk.). secondary first run has done in a! ingly of much help here; only about 
account of itself in the State-Lake, | ‘Reno,’ is drawing heavy stag trade good, long while, but the ad nut was | $30,000 in sight, very disappointing. 
where the Dead End Kids are head-| at new 55c. top for this attraction, quite heavy for the first week. | Last week ‘Day-Time Wife’ (20th), 
lined, and in the Oriental, awe while Krupa, with ‘Day-Time Wife,’ Housekeeper’s Daughter,’ on which | around $35,000, fairish for the eight 
the N.1 G. _mob gets top bi ane. is proving a magnet for jive addicts. ser nl | clever teaser ad copy was written.| days it remained. ‘Barricade’ (20th) 
Both houses are running ahea 2 Grosses at the other spots are started eff poorly at the Roxy and| opens Friday (7). 
last year and are managing to pile) sticking to substantial over-average never recovered, with result it will State (3,450; 35-55-75)—‘Jamaica 
6 ee a ie — levels. t- only about $30,000 on the week.| Inn’ (Par) (2d run) and Don Red- 
“on ae ‘neues  f De Kildare.’ | Estimates for This Week Sta e Ser n aoa is being rushed in Fri- mene, “ give Jay C. Flippen on 
. . . M : -* y ao e 
while the — United Artists yanked| Buffalo (Shea) om 30-35-55 )— g 9 ee 9 | The holdovers are doing satisfac- | thie ae Rg ee ae — 
Marx Bros. at the Circus’ and re- | ‘Day-Time Wife’ (20th) and Gene | tory business with the exception of | dium. Last week ‘Babes in Arms’ 
placed it Thursday (30) _with me Krupa’s orch on stage. Despite mild |‘Thin Man,’ which is taking a dive] (y.G) (a ae dl pat Beare 
notchka.” which is evidently a) start, is climbing up for probably | to under $17,000 at the Capitol on| Beverly Roberts, others, i  Aesnng 
money -maker. | better than $19,000, good. Last week, mas jits second and _ concluding week.| ga 000° Reese tron Fi 1ers, in person, 
Estimates for This Week | Another Thin Man’ (M-G), neat ; | Picture topped $40,000 on its first Seana (2 767. 25-50-55-75-85-99 )— 
_ Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) a snsemiat | seven Says, going OF sharply alter | ‘Elizabeth and Essex’ (WB) and Al 


Donahue band. Bette Davis, with 
The Paramount wound up two] -. “se 
(M-G)—Okay and should see Boston, Dec. 5. weeks last night (Tues.) with ‘Cat — of Donahue bend, peiting om 
nice $8.500 Last week, ‘Roaring Kay Kyser is the big noise in town | and Canary.’ plus Tony Martin and | Beal well for a $40,000 first week. 
$9.000 curvesiie. Twenties’ (WB) and ‘Kid Night-| this week, cramming the Keith-Bos- | the Jan Savitt band, showing a neat my Pn ge arn 3's — 
Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— | ingale’ (WB), good $10.000. | ton with standees most of the time | Profit. First week was $54,000, while! (WB) and Bob Crosby, $27,000, the 
| income “atehaaee (30th 3 phe | stage Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-35 )— ft nocing vad (29 Popp te the second was $38,000. House opens 21-d: = ros ‘+ . I iL 
f show Serond week for picture ‘Jamaica Inn’ (Par) and ‘Stop, Look alter opening Gay (29) an orcing today (Wed.) with ‘Victor Herbert’ ay nm meaning a lot 0 am 
| eiticle with Dick Powell on stage. (20th). Heading for sturdy $8,500. | extra shows (five and six daily). with | and, on stage. Mary Martin, Allan 


last week slashed through to beauti- | a gee ee I agg mens a — the final shows breaking after mid- — cae —— ig — ‘ 9 

ful $51,100. Sliding currently with bly Paving pki fle 9 phy tag “|night. Kyser is playing in person Pgs 1 A lly g Be pial THIN MAN HIGH 
ma Pose a “wre. to $25,000, light. | Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300: 95-35); and in ‘That’s Right You're Wrong’ week for ‘Flying Deuces’ at the 

secret Kildare’ (M-G).  First-run —First Love’ (U) and ‘Hero Day’|on the screen at the same house. Rialto will be about $8,200 and it 


ss a8 : 1(U) (¢2d_ wk.). Holdover getting : : Rl ; ; goes a third. The final (3d) stanza 
sas cK, “ae é ar), wre? | oe pat : 101i nother Thin an’ . : ’ j re 
pases peed all ight $4,700. | rocketed to over $14,000. nifty. | of the Globe a swell little money ’ 


20th Century (Dipson-Basil) | !S very strong at the Orpheum and | maker Friday night (7), will be 
° ) | 6 2 > : 
potiental (Jones) (3, gp gett dng | (3,000; _35-55)-—"Reno’ (REO) and] Giese. “Rulers of See and Day-time | about $6,500. 

ains é 2 Q ‘Folies Bergere’” Looks like heaviest | Wife’ are running neck ‘n’ neck at 


ae 3 lik g ‘Mill on Floss,’ which must vacate 

re ang 5 < Fe g 2 S . 4 . . . i e . . ‘ i 
hee ial ry wage aoe the week house has had under present | # fair gait at Met and Memorial, | the Astor to make way for the 
flicker, which is on repeat showing respectively. . . 


| 

‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) (4th wk). Rid-!_ «piyo-e ca. .. PE ig +29 eas" 

| ing along in excellent fashion. Came | on ts Sea’ (Par) and ‘Call Presi 

| up. with nuty $11,500 last week and 
should garner another satisfying 











a ee 











| ; . : ae nail management Upper scale should; **?h A pic as : |‘Gone with Wind’ opening Dec. 19, 

— ge oe oe — — brine over $17.500, excellent. Last | Gone With The Wind’ will open | started its final (4th) lap here yes- | 

i elon Fivers’ (U) and vaude akay week, “That's Wrong’ (RKO) and | sev oo hme gat . th age A 9h rs — : aes.) Getting $10,000 | ~s 

$14,900 : : “ | ‘Sued Libel’ (RKO), okay, $9, 000. ae A aa ne se - a pe “4 the oat d week, up Monday night 

i Palace (RKO) (2.500: 35-55-65-75) sort of r -show plus, le sche tu e| (4). ‘Floss will probably move to} _ San Francisco, Dec. 5. 

| Palace RKO), (2. ; op aa i calls for run-offs at the State and] another house for a continuance of Looks like a big week for Myrna 
wth Soe ¥ 7, Tae eet oak it ati va A iI ] d | D | Orpheum, day-and-date, at 75c-$1.10- | the run. | Loy and William Powell and, with 
—— : = re 4 FE gene po 0, Nn D S., lla S $1.50 scale. Orph wi il run three During the past week tickets went | little competition, ‘Another Thin 
$19 800 and will currently come up sede oag Bah ae ag ae ip tens A ane — sor hy ages a the Astor. Man’ should really get fat at the 
wtih seb iniectindl $11,000. ? Horror Pix to OK AG 0th wi h reserves St ats at all shows W here the policy will be reserved Fox. Powell and Loy are favorites 

Se eer hak ce bbe: 06.08.06. Estimates for This Week al twi nani APA a $2 4 here, and their earlier offerings in 

' 75)-—'Passage’ (Par) (2d wk). Took - Boston (RKO) (3.200: 40-65)— Wit = _— ours a pig Pegg 5 e- the series did landoffice business at 
so-so $10.500 for initial session and ' In dianapolis Dec. 5. | ‘That’s Wrong” (RKO) and Kay Ky- t ntl ag hcg har we , Boge prices 15¢c higher. Though local re- 

en tad Sor mie MAU wuneeediy. | After good b.o. last week, with lser unit on stage. Doing sensational = ope oY 4 A “ ae < P dec. sae viewers have not treated the cur- 

| State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 25-40)— theatre managers planning to do|biz to the tune of $50.000, breaking | stings Bese oa a = a oe | ee Oe 8 heey oe eee 

‘Fast Furious’ (M-G) and vaude, | Some heavy personal Christmas}; house record with turnaway biz on eRe gf tone hat ge go teh ag 4i ce the title stars look good fot 
Dead End Kids headlining on stage. | Spending. the wolf is at the door/every day. Last week, ‘Escape’ jy t i 4 rao ty me . = 4 “— eee a - 
Another solid session at $21,500 in| 254!n. Apollo is | doing a little better | (20th) and ‘Danger Flight’ (Mono), |‘ Derk sr, ickeis are avall-| Next best bet Is Garbo, who wik 


with vaude, four days: and ‘Full able further ahead of the four weeks | garner a goodly $12.000 at the Para- 


oe: ; ; : gs an averag ith t-run hor- 
the offing for house which has been | than average with two firs prance rt age Papas ayy 5M fie 
anes , . ene _ 1 which the advance sale originall vhere > ie laue ‘ " 
Confession’ (RKO) and ‘Bookies aaah eas > ¥|mount, where she is laughing he 


banging out great grosses week after | For pictures, ‘Return of Frog’ and 


j week. Last week. ‘Grev Walls’ (Col) | Demon Barber,” both foreign-made. | Wept’ (RKO) (both 2d run), double, — Sale is reported extra way through the second week ot 
and vaude, walloped ‘home mighty | Both Circle and Indiana are under | two days, satisfactory $7,800. eee _— ; : Ninotchka’, 
$19.800 l par, with former showing ‘We Are Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 25-35-40- Estimates for This Week Estimates for This Week 
United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1.700; | Not Alone’ and ‘Private Detective,’ 55)—‘Dress Parade’ (WB) and ‘Main| _ Astor (1,012; 25-40-55-65 ) Mill on Fox (F-WC) (5,000: 30-40)—‘An 
35-55-65-75) — ‘Ninotchka’ (M-G). and latter ‘Destry Rides Again’ and| Lawyer’ (Rep). Okay for $5.500. Flo S (Stand.) (4th-final week). | other Thin Man’ (M-G) and ‘Henry 
j Garbo fans are out in force and| Laugh It Off.’ Loew’s has an aver-| Last week, ‘Drums Mohawk’ (20th) Forced to depart so that house can | Arizona’ (M-G). Looks like grand 
| sending revister whirling to plenty | ase week with ‘Ninotchka’ and ‘Call| and ‘Busy Work’ (20th). dual. $5,000. | be readied for ‘Gone With Wind,’ | $21.000. which is way out in front 
good $19,000. Last week, ‘Circus’| On President,” but under expecta-| Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25- | opening Dec. 19. Third week for | of everything else in town. Last 
iM- = wound up meek fortnight to tions aiter a big aavance buildup. | 35-40-5 55) ‘Day-time Wife’ (20th) Floss er nd ng 5 Monday night (4) wa week, ‘Rulers Sea’ (Par) and ‘Biue 
meagre $6,900 Lyric, however, is in the chips} and ‘20,000 Men’ (20th) Getting | $10,000, o.k., as against $14,000 over Grass’ (WB), fair $15,000 
with Lum and Abner and Shep} medium trade, $15,500. Last week, | Thanksgiving the week prior Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
k Fields orch on stage ‘Allegheny Uprising’ (RKO) and Capitol (4.520 25-35-55 }-85-$1.25)) ‘That’s Wrong’ (RKO) and vaude 
) 


‘ é ’ Estimates for This Week | ‘Little Accident” (U). double. $16,000. ‘Thin Man’ (M-G) (2d-final week) (9d wk) Looks fo so $10,506 
LOVE’ WITH SONS OK Apollo ‘(Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-50- | okay. Went to over $40,000 last week (1st). | Last week, nifty $17,800 
10 )-—Return Frog’ (Sel) and ‘Demon| Metropolitan (M&P) (4.367; 25-35- | but dipping sharply to under $17,000 ig oder (F&M) (2,440: 30-40)— 
$19, 000 IN BROOKLYN Barber’ (Sel). Playing horror angle | 40-55)—‘Rulers Sea’ (Par) and ‘Chan ;0n the holdover, with ‘Kildare’ (M- | ‘Mr. Smi (Col) (6th week) and 
for above a ace $4000 or better . -? Dt} " ris G) renlac , ¢ . (Thur ) ‘vy : tek | 7 


vera | Darkness’ (20th). Adequate $15,000 eplacing tomorrow High Gray Walls’ (Col) (mats only). 
Last week, ‘First Love’ (U), held | promised, with help of holiday hypo Criterion (1.662: 25-40-55)—‘That’s | Long and plenty sweet run wil 
. ver after first showing at Circle,| Last week, ‘Not Alone’ (WB) and| Right’ (RKO) (2d week) Begin probably end this week with tidy 
4 Brooklyn, Dec. 5 faded to poor $1.400 | ‘Honeymoon’s Over’ (20th), $15,000.;second lap today after coming | take of $7,700. Last week, nifty 
Fabian Paramount continues to be Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600: 25-30- | good, through to $11,000 the first seven | $8,500. 
major magnet among downtowners 40) —Not Alone’ (WB) and ‘Private | — Orpheum (Loew) (2.900; 25-35-40-|days, o.k. Considerable in adver- Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 30-40) 
with ‘Mr. Smith Goes to Washing- | Detective (WB). Muni starre weak | 55)—‘Thin Man’ (M-G) and ‘Winter tising was spent by the thea re and —‘Ninotchka (M-G) and ‘Kid Night- 
ton’ ‘Fj hi Littl Pe % re’ in second $5.500. Last week, ‘Dress Parade Carnival (UA ). Winning combo | RKO, reducing the net a lot. In) ingale (WB) (2d wk). Went over 
= ive Little Feppe oo on | (WB) and Martha Raye heading! headed for smash $20,000. Last week, ahead, ‘Dr. X’ (WB) on 742 days did | expectations last week for very 
week. RKO Albee, with First Love | vaude, okay $11,000. ‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) and ‘Five Peppers’ | well at nearly $10,000. sweet $20,000. This week looks for 
-— ee Se ee ee oe Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100: 25-| (Col), dandy $16,000 for second| Globe (1.700: 25-35-55) — ‘Beasts | $12.000, also okay. 
PL: mae a 1 biz, | 30-40’—Destry’ (U) and ‘Laugh Off’ | week. Berlin’ (PDC) (3d-final week). Fine | St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 30-40) 
ace To Go,’ also getting good biz.) (tr) Not <o good $6.500. Last week,| Paramount (M&P) (1.797; 25-35-  profit-getter, this week (3d) looking |—‘Ruler Sea’ (Par) and ‘Blue Grass’ 


Estimates for This Week ‘That's Wrone’ (RKO) and ‘Dr.| 40-55)—‘Dress Parade’ (WB) and about $6,500, following weeks of | (WB). Moved over from Fox and 
Albee (3,274: 25-35-50)—‘First Christian’ (RKO), mild $6,000 for| ‘Main Lawyer’ (Rep) Okay for |$9,000 and $13,000. ‘Mutiny Big looks for fair $5,000. Last week, 





Love’ (U) and ‘Three Sons’ (RKO).| eight days. around $8,000. Last week, ‘Drums House’ (Mono) opens Saturday (8). | ‘Cat Canary’ (Par) and ‘What Life’ 
Good $19,000. Last week, ‘Drums! Loew's (Loew's) (2.400: 25-30-40)} Mohawk’ (20th) and ‘Busy Work’ Palace (1,700; 25-35-55 )—‘First (Par), warmish $6,500. 

Mohawk’ (20th) and ‘Escape’ (20th), | —‘Ninotehka’ (M-G) and ‘Call Presi-| (20th) (both 2d run). dual, $8000. Love’ (U) (2d run) and ‘Dr. Chris- United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
swell $22.000. | dent’ (M-G). Average $9,000; under} Seollay (M&P> (2,538: 25-35-40-50)| tian’ (RKO) (lst run). Durbin 55-75) — ‘Housekeeper’s Daughter’ 


Met (3.618: 25-35-50)—‘Eternally | exvectations after heavy ad cam-|—‘Drums Mohawk’ (20th) and ‘Busy lraught means a probable $8,000. | (UA). With plenty competish and 
Yours’ (UA; and ‘Dancing Co-ed’| paisn. Last week. ‘Thin Man’ (M-G)| Work’ (20th) (both 3d run). Flirting | Last week “Three Sons’ (RKO) and only luke-warm notices still looks 
(M-G). Hitting okay $18,500. Last| and ‘Bad Angel’ (M-G), socko $14,-| with $6,000, good. Last week, *Roar- | ‘Little Accideit’ (U), both Ist run, | to do fairly sweet $10,000. Last week 
week, ‘Babes Arms’ (M-G) and ‘Main | 000 in eight days. ing Twenties’ (WB?) and ‘Have | $7,700, okay. | ‘Eternally Yours’ (UA), none too 
Lawyer’ (Rep) (2d wk.), healthy Lyrie (Lyric) (1.900; 25-30-40)— | Music’ (UA) (both 2nd run), $6,000. | Paramount (3,664: 25-35-55-88-99) forte, $5,509. 
$18,000. ‘Man Montreal’ (U) and Lum and State (Loew) (3.600; 25-35-40-55)— | ‘Victor Herbert’ (Par) and, in per- Warfield (F-WC) (2,680: 30-46)-— 

Paramount (4,126; 25-35-50)—‘Mr.! Abner and Shen Fields orch on stage. | ‘Thin Man’ (M-G) and ‘Winter Car-; son, Allan Jones, Mary Martin and | ‘Barricade’ (20th) and ‘Money Ring’ 
Smith’ (Col) and ‘Five Peppers’) Very nice $13.000. Last week. ‘Main | nival’ (UA). Aiming at $15,000, very | Johnny Green, constitute new show | (WB). Headed for fair $10,500. 
(Cold) (29d wk.). Bright $22,000.’ St. Lawver’ (Ren) and Jack Haley, big. Last week, holdover of ‘Mr.! opening this morning (Wednesday).| Last week, ‘Daytime Wife’ (20th) 
Last week, magnificent $30,000. Marv Carlisle and Jack Teagar rden | Smith’ (Col) and ‘Five Pepovers’ | ‘Cat and Canary’ (Par), with aid of and ‘Pack Troubles’ (20th) $12,500, 

Fox (4,089; 25-35-50) —‘ Roaring’ orch, ng. $8.500 r{C , $10,500, good 'Tony Martin and Jan Savitt band,! nice enough 
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Roach’s ‘Mice’ Gets 
New Ad Agcy.; Result 
Of Joan Bennett Huff ‘ 


United Artists’ campaign on ‘Mice 
end Men’ will see a new advertising 
agency handling the Hal Roach ac- 
count, possibly a western oulfit, now 
that J. Walter Thompson isn’t do- 
ing the Roach copy. The split oc- 
curred with ‘Housekeeper’s Daugh- 
ter, which has been a bit of a 
storm center stemming from Joan 
Bennett's objections to the manner 
in which she was exploited. 
Donahue & Coe agency was called 
as an emergency organization to 
and ‘Mice 

another 


in 
bridge the gap pro tem, 
and Men’ may see still 
setup 


BABIES’ BANK ACCTS. 


AS ‘THIN MAN’ BALLY 


Pittsburgh. Dec. 5. 


Capitalizing on the Nick Charles’ | 


(William 
first born in 


Powell and Myrna Loy) 
‘Another Thin Man,’ 
Charlie Baron, Metro exploiteer in| 
this terrjtory, is snaring some good | 
results from flock of managers on 
baby bank accounts. Idea is simple. 
Theatres that are going along agree 
to start a savings book, first deposit 
amount varying in different loca- 
tions, to first baby boy born in that, 
particular town during first hour- - | 
or in some cases, first day—of “Thin | 
Man’s’ opening engagement. Physi- | 
cians are asked to cooperate with | 
theatres in listing time of arrivals. 

So far, Baron has lined up half a| 
dozen houses and flock of others are 
coming in as picture’s distribution 
in the district widens. 


Loew's, in St L., Ties 
In Stores On ‘Thin Man’ 


St. Louis, 


Combo of co-op ads, color contest | 
for kiddies and grownups, street 
bally, cuffo radio announcements and 
bookshop window tieups were the | 
highlights of the efforts of manager 
‘Chick’ Evans, p.a. Jimmy Harris, and 
his aide, Wallie Heim, to make this 
burg ‘Another Thin Man’ conscious. 
The color contest was part of a full- 


Dec. 5. 


page co-op ad tieup with the Star- 
Times, p.m. rag. Before ‘Thin Man’ 


had begun its second week at Loew’s, 
more than 3,000 entries were re- 
ceived in the color contest, for which 
three prizes, totaling $40 and 40 pairs 
of ducats, were offered. 

Heim promoted several co-op ads 
with two of the largest downtown 
department stores and this was note- 
worthy as the stores tighten up at 
this time of the year to exploit their 
‘shop early Xmas’ campaign 
Zenith Radio Co. kicked in with spot 
gnnouncements for the Powell-Loy 
opus. 


WB's Cuffo Xmas Carols 


sales 


New type of distributor good-will 


is exemplified by the free trailer for 
Christmas which Warner Bros. has 
made and is distributing to ex- 
hibitors. It runs a liitle over two 
minutes, available fo showing 
Xmas week. 

Trailer offers the Lane sisters and 
Gale Page doing Christmas carols 


Midwesco’s Wichita Orph 
Wichita, Dec. 5 
Miller Amuse. Co., Inc., subsidiary 

Fox-Midwest Theatres, bought Or- 

phem building and theatre here from 





' By Joh C. Flinn 





Since early in the autumn when the outbreak of the 
European War cut off substantial film rental revenues, 
pressure of adjustment to cope with changed mar- 
peaiitians has Hollywood the man- 
conan of the For better or worse, the 
results of the production nipups are reflected in an- 
nouncements of coming releases. The Hollywood Job, 
so far as this season's program is concerned, is nearly 
completed. From here in the distribution departments 
of the major companies will be running with the ball, 
with blocking supplied by the advertising and pub- 
licity staffs. 

Prediction that the film companies would have to 
look to home pastures for increased business 
be fulfilled by the manner in which the film exchanges 
are maneuvering their releases to catch the full benefit 
of the season’s best business period, starting with the 
holidays and continuing into early spring. On the 
merit of the films to be released over the next two 


been and 


studios. 


the 
at on 


seems to 


months, and on the showmanship and advertising as- 
| sistance they receive will depend very, largely the 
success of the industry’s program of production cost 


retrenchment. 


There are, of course, half a dozen major attractions 
soon to be released which were planned and in pro- 
duction long before Europe atiempted a two-and-a-half 
without a life net. Impact of these films which will 
| reach the public within the next few weeks should 
stimulate interest generally in matters cinematic. ‘Gone 
With the Wind’ (S-I) is bound to kick up dust at its 
premieres in Atlanta, New York, Boston, Los Angeles, 
Cincinnati, Harrisburg and Reading which have been 
set during the week of Dec. 15. 

Charles Laughton in RKO’s new production of ‘The 
Hunchback of Notre Dame’ is a pretentious undertak- 
ing which will be shown for the first time during the 


holidays. Another heavy cost attraction is the Max 
Fleischer feature-length cartoon, ‘Gulliver's Travels,’ 
likewise down for Christmas release. Walter Disney's 


‘Pinocchio’ will not be shown until February. 

In addition to ‘Wind’ Metro also is releasing ‘Judge 
Hardy and Son,’ latest Mickey Rooney, and ‘Balaiaika,’ 
a pretentious filmusical. ‘Ninotchka’ currently in first 
runs soon will be ready for subsequent showings. 


MORE FOR THE XMAS B.0. STOCKING 


Warner Bros. is stressing ‘Four Wives’ as their Yule- 


tide contribution, an alluring booking for family trade 
| which supported ‘Four Daughters’ handsomely. ‘The 
| Fighting 69th,’ starring James Cagney, and ‘A Child is 
| Born,’ with Geraldine Fitzgerald, are also early War- 
ner films. 

Sonja Henie will make her appearance in ‘Every- 
thing Happens at Night’ (20th) and Darryl Zanuck 


promises ‘Swanee River,’ another Stephen Foster biog, 
with Don Ameche, Andrea Leeds and Al Jolson. Uni- 
versal will have ‘Charlie McCarthy, Detective’ as a 
followup to ‘Destry Rides Again,’ starring Marlene 
Dietrich and James Stewart, now in first runs. 

Only Metro and Paramount of the larger companies 
are making any fuss about special exploitation efforts 
to give some of the new product impetus before the 





Kee, chairman and_ independent 


nick, Clark Gable, 


The announcement says that ‘100,000,000 readers will | 


thrill at great, 
leading magazines of the nation.’ Emphasis 
placed on the fact that 100 manufacturers of commer- 
cial articles intend to spend heavily in advertising to 
‘put over merchandise of ‘Gulliver's’ novelties.’ 

Film advertising men apparently are finding it dif- 


ficult to discover new channels of approach to the 
public’s desire for entertainment. Use of radio in the 
national hookups has not been consistent, and has 


even created some opposition from theatre operators 
who resent broadcasting of film material. 
back to the network tie-ins when the studios contribute 
film personalities in a dramatic or musical sketch is 
that the sponsor, rather than the picture, derives the 
benefits from the listening audience. 

It is a debatable subject, the real value of commercial 
hookups, tie-ins and working arrangements with busi- 
ness concerns. Reason for doubt 
showmanship fundamental. The average seeker of 
entertainment has a natural antipathy towards even 
the most subtle efforts to exploit him when he is seek- 
ing and paying for diversion. Reason the same rule 
does not work with radio is because radio is free 


REAL SELLING UP TO THE THEATRE 


No matter how hefty the advertising appropriation 
for national magazine or billboard campaigns bv a 


distributor, the fact remains in fiim operations that the 
real selling job must always be the theatreman’s tunc- 
tion. 
place and admission fee Distributor campaigns lay 
down .a barrage, but unless the cleanup job is com- 
petently done, the return of heavy advertising expen- 
ditures is jeopardized. 


full-page, four-color Gulliver ads in the | 
also is | 


Chief draw- | 


' Carter 


FILM SHOWMANSHIP 


Wednesday, December 6, 1939 
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"Bestasy’ Ad Overly 
Ecstatic, Ga. Exhib 
Gets 10 Days, Fine 


Atlanta, 

Georgia Court of Appeals 5 
(2) decided J, H. Carter, 
Brookhaven, was contempt 


court in connection with his 
to show ‘Ecstasy’ 


Dec. 5, 

Saturday 
of 
of 
efforts 
some months ago, 
Appellate court sustained DeKalb 
Superior court, which had found 
in contempt and sentenced 
him to 10 days in jail and fined him 


operatoy 
in 


$200, 


is predicated on a | 


Carter booked film for showing 
May 13, but Solicitor General Roy 
Leatherwood took out a restraining 


‘order and blocked showing of pic. 


Carter then placed a sign in front 
of his theatre upon which was worad- 
ing: 


‘Due to selfish and contemptible 
interests, we are temporarily re- 
strained from showing ‘Ecstasy.’ We 


will bring this picture to you pend- 


/ing a court decision,’ 


It is he alone who controls the factors of time. | 


contempt proceedings. 


The very methods of distribution and exhibition put: 


upon the distributor-advertiser 
atre cooperation than maintains in most industries 
where merchandise remains for indefinite periods on 
the shelves. Not so with films. Their exhibition dates 
are specific. They play in only one theatre at a time 
in a competitive area. 


a greater need for the- 


The individual film is only one 
of eight or nine new attractions shown weekly in the! 


community. To concentrate public interest in one, out 
of so many, is a merchandising task which ordinary 
salesmanship does not accomplish. 

That is why theatre 


class 


managers as a are eagei 
and enthusiastic sponsors of their product, provided 
they are adequately informed of the merits of what | 
they have to offer. The distributor that fails to sup- 
port national campaigns with trade press followups 
devoted to intormative and heipfui suggestions has 


performed only half his job, and the lesser half at that. | 


As the newly shaped program of films moves from 
Hollywood into general release there is an 
opportunity for every producer—distributor 
his exhibitor customers into closer 
important subject of salesmanship. 

No other problem before the industry 
more attention and discussion. Every 
ducer, director and writer has an interest in 
mannei which films presented 
public by individual theatre operators. 


unusual 
to bring 
cooperation on the 


is demanding 
associate 
also 
in are 
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| public. Former is going heavily for newspaper dis- A cohesive industry is a healthy industry. 
play space in connection with premiere showings of The trend too frequently of late years is away from 
‘Gone With the Wind,’ and also has taken to the na- well-planned campaigns which provide for film show- 
tional magazines to tel] the public that the newest manship enterprise during the full life period of a 
Andy Hardy film is ‘as American as apple pie.’ film’s showing. Too frequently there is a flash ballv 
Paramount declares it has appropriated $250.000 in a for a few weeks of key city release, followed bv silence 
national advertising campaign for ‘Gulliver's Travels.’ and oblivion, . 
nixed a counter-proposal for ac- 
\ | cumulative 44-hour week, with a ° e 
Job Sales | wage scale of approximately $1.78 an Amortization 
Continued from page 5 nour, imey are oe = * Se ( j ; 
_——— hour week. with scale of $2 an hour ontinued from page $d 
$6.33. Pay of regular extras would , instead of their present rate of $1.70 creased rentals in earlier first-run 
be raised from $8.25 to $9.49. an hour, engagements and extended runs. 
If either request is turned down by Fast move in the proposed re- While foreign revenue returns 
iis: Geeiledie, ty Die will inca ee - ere et — reputedly always are slow coming in, 
‘ . “S with certain countries not beginning 
that it be sent to arbitration. taken this week when general elec- | tg get extensive bookines for six 
Lou Anger has resigned as pro- | tion was ordered for Dec, 12. New|months after domestic release the 
ducer representative on the Pro-; board selected at that time will im-| new amortization alignment " pro- 
ducer-SAG Standing Committee, mediately choose new officers to|yides that only about 15¢ of write- 
William S. Holman, former studio} handle the annual achievement! offs are counted upon as coming in 
manager for Columbia, was ap- | @Wards banquet in February, the final 29 weeks of the full omer- 
pointed to vacancy. In announcing A list of 50 candidates was nomi- | tization period. Because the vast 
his retirement, Anger stated: nated from the various branches of | bulk of foreign revenue comes in 
‘In view of the many complex the industry Members will vote|during this 29-week period, it can 
problems confronting the Standing for 25, and the 15 receiving the be readily seen that the burden of 
Committee, I feel that the producers’ higher voie will be declared elected. | film  writeoffs has been shifted 
representative henceforth should be Lisi of nominees follows: largely to the domestic market. 
in a position to devote all of his time John Aalberg, Sam Briskin, Ber- Britain’s Freeze 
} r f the »/ eo . ‘ : } 
ae ee alicand peer gonnceg ern . dick Gea ee . vreezing of currency in Great 
activilles, I am notin <¢ position to do burn, Ro lald Pilenae Geeres Pasties t oonge po page omg nine Dah gst 
thie. * Richard Day. C. B ’ DeMille eas _—— in omer nations, coupled with 
’ . . i ié, ait'a dip in foreign exchange and de- 
Other members of the Standing Disney, Howard Estabrook, Douglas | cline in boxofiice receipts abroad, is 
Committee are Murray Kinnell, rep- | Fairbanks, Sr., May Robson, Mark | held largely at fault for this shift 
| resenting the SAG. and Stewart Me- Sandrich, Allan Scott, David O. Selz- 1 Majority of picture companies in 


Fred Gage, James | the past have figured that it requires 


The solicitor general, 
language of the sign, 


objecting to 
then brought 

Despite a 
statement by Carter that he had not 
referred to the court or prosecutor 
in his sign, he was found guilty, 


MAYOR PUTS OFFICIAL 
OK ON ‘LINCOLN’ PLAY 


Detroit, 


of this town 





Dec, §, 
turned 


Mayor 
agent extraordinary when he issued 


press- 


a civie proclamation boosting Robert 


E. Sherwood’s ‘Abe Lincoln in Hli- 
nois,’ six days in advance of iis open- 
ing yesterday (Monday) at Cass. 
‘In these troublesome times,’ Mayor 
Richard Reading told citizens of 


| strike-troubled town in official state- 


pro- | 
the | 


| terial 


, Me's. 





ment, ‘this play, more than anything 
else, demonstrates, visualizes and 
teaches the true spirit of American 
democracy. It becomes a rare in- 
structor of American history and 
patriotism.’ 


Par Ties In Syndicates 
On ‘Gulliver’s Travels’ 


campaign that has been 
jaid out with the country’s news 
syndicates, Paramount will reach a 
total of 60,000,000 readers on 
covering ‘Gulliver’s Travels’ 
up to the time it is released Christ- 
mas week. Syndicates, all of any 
importance in the U. S., have already 
carried considerable exclusive 
terial prepared for them. 

Tom Waller, of the Par h.o., is ir 
charge of the syndicate campaign on 
Gulliver,’ all of which originates out 
of New York. He made two irips 1 
Miami on the cartoon and will make 
a third before the picture preems 
there the middle of December. 


KIDS’ QUIZ 


Nabe Ties in With Local Radio 
on Juve’s I. Q. 


Under a 


ya- 


Ma- 


Minneapolis, Dee. 3 

Newest thing in quizes is one f01 
the children being launched by Her- 
old Kaplan and Harold Field at 
their de luxe nabe, the Si. Louis 
Park, every Saturday afternoon be- 
tween 2 and 3 p.m. Radie 
WCCO is broadcasting the quiz @l- 
rectly from the theatre. 

Children from 6 to 16 are eligible 
to participate. Kids themselves are 
invited to submit questions. Cash 
prizes are given for the best #n- 
swers. Eddie Gallaher, WCCO an- 
nouncer, is ‘Captain Kid,’ handling 


ailion 


| the quiz. 





Orpheum Bldg. Operations Co. for | member. Committee is now making | Hilton, Talbot Jennings. : | 39 weeks to write off amortization 
approximately $500,000, a study of the extra problem. John Leroy Jobnsion, Henry King, | costs in the domestic field. For the 
Howard Jameyson, district Fox- Producers Drop Clarke $e igg ok. patton LeRoy, Frank | distributor, counting on 70% of his 
: . aif 1, rene zocKnar e “eve > . . 
Midwest manager, to manage. Build-| Victor H. Clarke is checking out of .e,, “sae” Me ae =e revenue from the domestic market 
, abe eCord, John Meehan, Tom Moulton,|and 30% from the foreie his j 
ings to be remodelled, the Producers’ Association within! 17. , ; ae > foreign, this is 
KALA SE nani tthe ‘Uadinameek is tn © | Jane Murtin, V. N. Polglase, Elmer | taken to mean that a small per- | 
T HAN E with Siieemshinaes gale ‘ y ine | Raguse, Robert — Riskin, Douglas centage of amortization writeoff is 
TITLE C GES ‘ policy O' pro-| Shearer, Norma Shearer, Max | left for the foreign market. 
ducers, many executives taking the | steing James Ste t. JT : 
Hollywood, Dec. 5. position that Pat Casey and Fred ‘io . r, a i o— ; Neeman | When the picture companies adjust 
a * ic substi he . ¥ : = . es . | StokoOwskK!, Hunt Stromberg, Norman p 
Bad Boy’ is sub titute tag for ‘My Pelton should be able to handle ali |+...... erg themselves to the changed condi- 
Son’ at Warners. \tehee menetiotions Clarke tor sev- | faurog, Joseph Valentine, Walter tions, produced by the Eurepean 
‘Showdown’ is release title for | oral “i : —_ som ot ae tte | Wanger, Herbert Wilcox, Ray Wil-|war, a similar readjustment prob- 
Harry Sherman's ‘Gun Chores at! eo as ie to thee ~~ ee ho kinson, Carey Wilson, Sam Wood,| ably will show up in forthcoming 
Paramount. ; | se ; a “a re) at he was studio | William Wyler, Darryl Zanuck. | financial statements. But in 7 te 
Oh, Johnny, How You Can Love | manager at Paramount. | Independent studio guilds are| meantime, this necessity for sceei- 
2 ing og cease yl Road to Ro- Producers now have under con-| banding for mutual protection. Each | erating writeoffs to indicate probable 
mance’ a niversal. | etdarati alia 7 wae hee é 
‘Disraeli’ became ‘The Prime Min- deration demands for wag in- | group would retain autonomy but! decreases in foreign revenue doubt- 
ister’ at Warners. rat Saeed “ag onto of Motion Pic- would present a united front through | |Jessly will produce substantial year- 
Universal tossed aside ‘Honeymoon | web F oe Editors, Script Clerks | establishment of committees similar | end adjustments and losses in the 
Preferred’ and 1e-dubbed it ‘Double Guild, — “ % gnérs and | to the inter-talent council of actors, | final 1939 quarter for many picture 
Alibi.’ créen eaders Guild. Designers | writers and directors. 


|! companies, 


Tinned Admish 


Reading. Pa., Dec. 5. 

To help the Salvation Army in 1s 
campaign for Xmas dinners for the 
poor, Graham Jeffrey, manager of 
the Strand, Warner-Stanley house, 
gave a children’s matinee, admissi¢en 
one can of food. 

In two hours the Strand ‘c 
took in 2,265 cans of tomatoes, 
corn, sauerkraut, milk, fruit 
viher products, 


an taker’ 
beans 
gr 
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| Chrysler Strike Ends, Bat Yule Davies sev manste news. Pre-Yule Droop Smites L. A., Ritzes, 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 27-42)—‘Rulers Sea’ (Par) and 


Stymies Immediate Det. B.0. Upswing ses ees ‘Night? Red 1,00 aie Just 


Last week, ‘Drums Mohawk’ (20th), 
+ | nine days, $3,400, big. 


; Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 

Detroit, Dec. 5. do good $6,500, Last week, ‘Mutiny | (1,900; 21-32)—‘Women’ (M-G) (2d a irl, uni ens y 
se’ V ye fe} B55 ‘ = Ss ’ CC Ss 
Big grins on faces here these days House’ (Mono) and vaude, fair $5,500. | run) and ‘Miracles Sale’ (M-G) (ist 


Majestic (Fay) (2.200; 25-35-50)—j/run). Indicate only $2,300, slow. 

including widest ones on 60,000 ‘Elizabeth Essex’ (WB) and ‘Private |Last week, ‘Rains Came’ (20th) and + -——-—— 

Chrysler workers who went back to) Detectives’ (WB). Heavy femme| ‘Night Work’ (Par), $3,300, big. d ‘Rai Came’ (20th). $1.000 

work Nov. 30 with wage raises. It! byery ee, Mae er ee Fifth Avenue (Hamrick - Ever- oe a ains ame 2 . Ca | ; - Los Angeles, Dec. 5. 
ha : . ‘tke | “ast we o one ‘| and} green) (2,349; 27-42) — ‘Ninotchka’ | ae - 95, 9 t's probably due to pre-Christmas 

gy me one < me longest \ernend ‘Kid Nightingale’ (WB), disappoint-| (M-G) and ‘Dancing Co-Ed’ (M-G). | ee SGeltherg >, a eae mo | shopping, or continued bl 

in the history of automobile indus- ing $5,000. i 7 . : a hw. | 7 Frontier Marshal’ (20th), ‘Married pp continued unseasonabie 

aledlb Big newspaper campaign for Garbo’s | Cop’ (Rep), first-run, and ‘Winter | weather, or something, but fact re- 

try (54 days) and had knocked off , State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50)— | first here in two years. Heading for Carnival’ (UA), tripler, split with | 

bis tee the salitlone Another Thin Man’ (M-G) and ‘Grey| big $8,000. Last week. ‘Day-time ‘Texas Wildcats’ (a 4 ond came mains that the first-runs this week 
. ° ; | Walls’ (Col). Heavy holiday trade} Wife’ (20th) and ‘20,000 Men’ (20th), | « : . ap), j}are doing anything but lucrative 
Amusements were hard hit and and late shows packing them in for| okay $6,400. Allen Murder (Par) and. “Music! lb Af : ts will f k 

estimates run from 10-50% on what) swell $17,000. Last week, ‘Ninotch-| Yiberty (J-vH) (1.650: 21-27-42 (UA), tripler, Average $1,100. Last woayany ptrlhe.tetsbetendpeatdirerida 
° . i ka’ (M-G) and ‘Fast Furious’ (M-G) siberty (J-vH) (1,650; 21-27-42)— | week, ‘Konga’ (Col), ‘Woman Judges’| but the new arrivals are not doing 

the dropoff meant during weeks of hefty $16,500 *|‘Mr, Smith’ (Col) (5th wk). Paced! (Col) and ‘Kansas Terrors’ (Rep),! 
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} : >: ae : : stadeaca tine agg . , so well. 
the strike. Good pix held up down-| Strand’ (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-50)—| fim “nctaoinr $6000 “oe we" | Marines (Rep),” ‘Desperate ‘Trails | Hal Roach’s “The Housekeeper's 
— 6 “3 29’ 6 4 i e S * | ’ rr - . 
' town houses to weaned degree but aoe, egg ** ao Music Box (Hamrick- Evergreen) | (Rep), first-runs, and ‘Fifth Giri’ Daughter,’ which has been playing to 
many nabes, niteries and even the , ppg, fea A ee | (850; 27-42)—‘Day-time Wife’ (20th)| (RKO), tripler, ‘$1, 100, $0-so. satisfactory grosses in other western 
; $7.000. Last week, ‘Our Neighbors , ; spots, is an out-and-out bust as far 
corner grocers were hard hit, It (par) and ‘Law of Pampas’ (Par) and ‘20,000 Men’ (20th). Moveover | —— Spors, is a ut-and-out bust as fat 
, . ler boys wl weak $4,500 ’|from Fifth expects only $2.000, mild. | as Los Angeles interest is concerned, 
wasn't only the Chrysler boys who . — Last week, ‘Cat Canary’ (Par) and| and combined take at State-Chinese 
lacked cash, but thousands in con- : ‘Fast Furious’ (M-G) second week. | will probably not reach $17,000. Paul 
tributing plants which supply parts six days, good $2,800. | "eae pad ~ yn a. Reg 
were laid off, and money wasn’t. Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) ting $15,500 at the day-date D = 
(2,600; 27-42)—That’s Wrong’ (RKO) > tig Atel 
| ’ 
moving and ‘Three Sons’ (RKO). Anticipate | town and Hollywood, while Para- 
But it's all over now and belief is great $7,000. Last week, ‘Cat Canary’ | mount, with the Ritz Brothers head- 
that after the famine comes the feast. (Par) and ‘Stranger’ (20th), $6,600, | 3 ? ing stage show, will likely finish 
Everybody expects a big hypo and big | | wih 8 poor $18,508. ere 
amusement places expect to cash in ce i e P oldovers — slippe substantially, 
on general Seton a of the big wate congas em 1 Ne 21-27-| while couple of moveovers are doing 
Ss ; - : -42)—Dress arade ( ) an just so-so trade. 
strike will bring in. ‘M ‘ye 
' oney Rin (WB), plus vaude. | | 
Chrysler, four days after ending | Good $5,000. Seas oa’ tet Alone’ " Estimates for This Week 
of strike, announced a net profit of | (WB), plus vaude, $4,500, fairish. eer |__Carthay Cirele (Fox) (1,518; 30-40- 
$31,403,118, or $7.22 a common share | ‘Siecemeee éBlmabieteMeemesnen) | | 55-75)—'Day-Time Wife’ (20th) and 
for first nine months of this year. It (3,039: 27-42)—‘Another Thin Man’. Cincinnati, Dee. 5. | ‘City Darkness’ (20th) (2d wk). Only 
gave general pay raise of 3c an hour ee (M- G) and ‘Bad Angel’ (M-G) (2d) Another b.o. bulge this week, due | reason for continued run is dearth of 
to workers in all plants. While it: Sutevitie Deo 6 wk). Looks like great $6,000. aot | mainly to Eddie Cantor’s p. a. at the | pictures. Will be lucky if reaching 
doesn't sound big, it means an an- J dg week, same films, $12,000, stupen | biggie Albee, which is racking up) $1,200 on the week, after eking out 
nual wage increase of $5,000,000. | Holiday atmosphere, with down- Yay ° s, a oe “| the town’s tallest take since the pre- | Weak $2,100 last stanza. 
What's more, on Dec. 1 Briggs town stores sporting gala Xmas trim- R ¢ it (Sterli ‘oan. 07.49 | depresh period. Comic’s screen; Chinese (Grauman-F- WC) (2,024; 
Mfg. Co. gave a blanket raise of 3c! ings and main stem biasing with |« oosevelt (Sterling) (800; 27-42 )— linking is ‘Reng’. | a1 40-55-75 )—‘Housexeeper’s Daugh- 
an hour to its 16,000 employees—an- | = : ; Not Alone’ (WB). Moved from | Palace is having a fat week on! ter’ (UA) and ‘Honeymoon’s Over’ 
other annual boost of $1,000,000. | colored lights and evergreen roping, Palomar. Getting good $3,000 here. | «pin Man’, and ‘Jamaica Inn’ is hot| (20th). Nothing hot, about $7,000. 
With orders piled up and what pulling plenty of people into the ri ers ar pee ween | stuff for the Shubert. Latter house} Last week, ‘Thin Man’ (M-G) and 
looks like a big year in the auto-| zone, with good share flocking to the $2,100 om air (ear) (2a run),| is dropping stage shows until Xmas| Heaven Fence’ (20th), very good 
mobile industry ahead, every place|, .. ' ; Sane week. ‘Cat and Canary’ is a mildy | $12,900. 
first-runs. All houses are reaping we = y 
} from legit house, the Cass, to | ' 2 ; on : P “ort Garden (Sterling) (800:| for Keith's. on ee (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
| beer gardens expects to share in the| the benefit. ' ’ -32)—"Destiny’ (WB) and ‘Hotel| Cincy is the baseball capital eur-| ®)—‘Not Alone’ (WB) and ‘Private 
dollars started to rolling again.| ‘Another Thin Man,’ at Loew's} Women’ (20th) (2d run). Looks like | rently, major e at leagues | Detective’ (WB). Paul Muni opus 
When it’s on the upswing Detroit is State, is zooming for bumper gross | fair $2,000. Last week, ‘Nurse Ca- holding annual powwows and draw-| drawing just so-so with around 
| a free-spending town, | and will set a mark for the others to} vell’ (RKO) and ‘Borrowed Time’ | ing 2,000 visitors. including owners. $7,400 in sight. Holds over never- 
| However, Xmas shopping rush has/ shoot at. Swell biz likewise across (M-G), terrible and pulled after | managers, players, writers and theless Last week, ‘Elizabeth Es- 
| started. militating against an imme-| the street at the Rialto, where ‘That’s | four days with only $1, 100. broadcasters sex’ (WB) on second week, fair 
' diate b.o. upswing for theatres. | Right, Y ou’ re Wrong, ’ on dual, is | _—_—_—_—__——_—_ See : si $6.500 
Trend to stores started last week,| packing ‘em in. Other houses ‘are | Estimates for This Week Four Star (F-WC-UA) — ‘Inter- 
when, after a good weekend, biz’ copping better than average biz, with Aibee (RKO) (3,300; 42-65)—‘Reno’ mezzo’ (UA) (4th wk). Started slip- 
started falling off downtown and in no weak sisters in the bunch, a OWav- rio (RKO) and Eddie Cartor’s stage! ping badly and will be lucky to hit 
i nabes. ‘Tobacco Road,’ with John Barton shew. Latter pulling $29,000, burg’s | $2,100 currently, Third week brought 
While biz is in the doldrums for in lead, playing mat and night at Co- biggest take since the golden era of | $3.700, still profitable. 
downtown pic. places, managers lumbia Aude tomorrow (Wednesday) a decade back. Last week ‘Ninotch-| Hollywood (WB) (2.756; 30-40-55- 
don’t feel too bad about it, expecting | at $1.50 top. Roller Derby is at Jef- ka’ (M-G), at regular 35-42-cent 65)—‘Not Alone’ (WB) and ‘Private 
to cash in later on ready cash back | ferson County Armory, but no appar- | r@a a | scale, a very good $14,500. Straight | Detective’ (WB). Little interest in 
in town. Most held up under strike | ent threat to downtown pic houses. >] ? | pic policy interrupted for just this ee one . $7,900 Bap ean but h.o.s. 
well and feel that since Christmas oti ‘ hi Teek week to accommodate Cantor's! Last week, second stanza of ‘Eliza- 
buying started early, trend back to ——eroe wri shee ie ; : 6 9 show. beth Essex’ (WB), okay $6,500. 
' pics may come earlier, too. nae te aaee ee en | in an Capitol (RKO) (2,000: 35-42)— ; Pantages (Pa) (2,812; 30-40-55) = 
= ’ ee cae acs 4 >a ‘Ninotchka’ (M-G). Moved. over ‘First Love’ (U) (2d wk) and ‘Wit- 
a oe eee hedge and ‘Blonde Baby’ (Col). Garbo ? 2 from Albee for second week. Fairiy ness Vanishes’ (U), dual. Bolstered 
— ane (1,700; 30-40)—' plenty forte on  moveover from good $4,500. Last week, ‘First Love’ on holdover stanza by flock of pre- 
| A st aby a ) (2d ba plus Rio Loew's State Keeping A 7 wicket — (U) (2d run). good $5,000. views, with only $6,000 in sight. First 
(U ), i get fair $4,5 on move-, busy to tune of fine $2,300. Last iii tient Family (RKO) (1,000: 15-25 —__ seven days of ‘Love’ coupled with 
over of ‘Love’ from Fox. Last week, week, ‘Drums Mohawk’ (20th) and - mana, ec. 2. ‘Parents on Trial’ (Col) and ‘One ‘Three Sons’ (RKO). good $13,000. 
‘Drums Mohawk’ (20th) (2d) and ‘Busy Work’ (20th), copped okay | Thanksgiving weekend hypoed Hour Live’ (U) split with ‘Lost Paramount (Par) (3,595: 30-40-55) 
“Stop, Look (20th ), good $5,500 $2.000. er ie | theatre biz here and sent it soaring’ Flyers’ (U) and ‘City Darkness’ ‘Night of Nights’ (Par) and stage 
| - vOn (Fox-Michigan) (5,000, wee. Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— | after a month of doldrums. Product! (20th). Dandy $2,300. Last week,| show. Ritz Bros. on stage get credit 
55 )—’ Day-time Wife (20th) , and ‘Rains Came’ (20th) and ‘Under-Pup’ | - . ‘Sabotage’ (Rep) and ‘Roving Tum- for bulk of draw. but counter attrac- 
‘Sherlock Holmes’ (20th). Won't do| (U), split with ‘Five Peppers’ (Col) | }S largely responsible for better biz, | i aoann ie’ (Re ) split with ‘Playing | tions and pre-Xmas shopping holding 
better than $14,000, fair. Last week.) and ‘U-Boat 29’ (Col). Snaring okay | exhibs say. Menamite? (WE) ond “in etthy down take to very slim $15.000. Last 
‘First Love’ (U) and ‘20,000 Men’! $1600. Last week, ‘Star Midnight’! ‘Another Thin Man’ is due for ex- sicked up in last h alf and hit $2,500, week. ‘Rulers Sea’ (Par) with heavy 
(20th) $21,000, nice considering | (RKO) and ‘Lost Patrol’ (RKO), me-| tra days at the Omaha at its present an ot fae some oe "| Thanksgiving Day biz. finished with 
everything dium $1.400. |pace. Kay Kyser’s ‘That's Right, a meee - QF 49) $18,000 ; 
Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; Loew’s State (Loew's) (3,100: 15-| You’re Wrong’ also possible hold- que ae = caer vo . 300 Rag RKO (2.872: 30-40-55)— ‘First Love’ 
30-40-55)—‘Not Alone’ (WB) and | 39-.40)—‘Another Thin Man’ (M-G).| over at Brandeis. J a etre ‘Sec - Dr "kK id e’ |, (U) (2d wi? and ‘One Hour to Live’ 
‘Have Music’ (UA). Muni’s draw| Going great guns as single. With| Cab Calloway on Paramount stage ree yg cand oa aan ee (U). Looks like satisfactory %6.800 
here should hold it_up to fair oi},- eight days to pile up splendid figure, | broke five-year opening-day record "Raeee “RKO) (1.400: 35-42) — © holdover after initial week's take 
000. Last week, ‘Elizabeth Essex’) should set bumper mark of $14,000.| here for vaudfilm and getting fine .,..*",, (RK : of $12.500 Accompanying feature 
(WB) and Rogge al (M-G), got’ Last week, ‘Ninotchka’ (M-G) and | figure for six days. R — Ae dag r pene ———— ch was Three Son (RKO) 
: | " atter, 5 ; . 7 : . *, . ‘ - : ie — - Trory alg oO seco week. leas- . ne 
a rg: tar irntee Detroit) (3.- be pictrnarecggaad (Col), swell $9,000 and | Estimates jor This Week ing $4,000. Last week, ‘Drums Mo- Be Ma —e: — = ried Poteet 
“i : . a oveove iiary ‘nld- ; - (oth ‘ aaa Oy f US ar’s i er’ (U; 
000: 30-40-55) — ‘Elizabeth Essex Mary Andersen (Libson) (1.000: 15- Avenue - Dundee - Military (Go i- hawk’ (20th) (2d run), okay $4 200. tee Sicaaaanenrl Over’ (20th) Th t 
i ) 2 . ) d ‘Espionage | on dee oneal Ree be , | berg) (800-600-950: 10-25) Boys Palace (RKO (2,600; 35-42)- : ‘ or ei 
(WB (2d run) an I 5* | 30-40) Dress Parade’ (WB). Dead | T '(M-G } ‘Have M (UA) | oT ——_ ‘ 7 a bust as weak $9.800 indicates. Last 
Agevt’ (WB). Will only do about) knq Kids attracting satisfactory pat- | wen er) a + ttle ag her el FI aa ig iMG) “so week, ‘Thin Man’ (M-G) and ‘Heaven 
j eras 5 tak week oc.|..... + : <A ager trig | dual, split with ‘Frontier Marshal’) Last week. ‘That's Wrong’ (RKO), ; ee eee sai - 
' average $5,500. as : ronage. While opposish is plenty] (994) ‘winter Carnival’ (UA d , Fence’ (20th), excellent $17.200. 
$6,500 with ‘Rulers Sea’ (Par),| strong result should still be pleas- | we ta vee eo enival (UA) and} excellent $14,000. === United Artists (F-WC) (2.100; 30- 
moved over after week at Michigan, | ;,, a. ueananae Wee. tne 4 ‘Magnificent Fraud’ (Par), tripler. Shubert (RKO) (2,150: 35-42) 40-55 ‘pndlieee Man’ (M-G) 
iG X ‘2 - g at probably Bia vast wee Fairish $1.600 Last week. ‘Rains| ‘Jamaic Inn’ (Par). Great $7.000 -55) Another Thin Man M-G 
and ‘Remember’ (M-G), which did ‘Not Alone’ (WB), fair $3,200. le ’ 20tt Ss 1 ‘Fif : > Cir!’ ac Pe Aievedhta pginiiecesc : , and ‘Heaven Fence’ (20th) Fair 
two weeks on second run. Rialte (Fourth Avenue) (3.000: 15- | ame’ (2 th) anc ifth Avi nue + Will hold for second week. Last S500 on Gubenetie rest week ‘ 
United Artists (United Detroit) 30-40 )—‘That’s Wrenn’ (RKO) ‘and (RKO ), dual, split with Unexpected week ‘Little Accident cl ) and ‘Dav-Time Wife’ (20th) and ‘City i. 
(2.000; 30-40-55 )-—‘Ninotchka’ (M-G). |: ‘geet Satna Ie ‘att Father’ (U), ‘Isle of Lost Men’ (Par) vaude headed by Ted Weems band, zr > (6 2 9 
2.000; 30 ~ . Doctor Christian’ (RKO). Getting ‘Chick ‘amily’ (90t . Darkness’ (20th). noor $2.100 
Garbo seems to have what pic lure! «),, play from radio following of Kay and ‘Chicken Wagon Family’ (20th), at 40-60-cent scale, fairly good Wilshire (F-WC) (2998: 20-40-55 
there is in town and should do good Kyser. _ pal ticularly youn ser set. | tripler, sea ggeer™ Rie 1 95 ( $12,500. House recessing stage show 65)»—‘Another Thin Man’ (M-G) and 
$9,000. Probable h.o. House stayed | piichover for swell $10,000, big for | 9. andels (Singer-RKO) (1,250: 10- until Dec. 29 Heaven Fence’ (20th). Doi fev 
up there last week with $7,000 on | — =~ ta : Li: i" k ‘D: cl ning 25-35-40 )—That's W ‘ong (RKO? nn ‘moreover % th around $6,000 in- 
i ‘Another Thin Man’ M-G) (2d wk). eign ? € ays sast wee . a! : im > | and ‘Espionage Agent (FN) Will 9 mn : ) j th "i By ; 
: \ Foe —— } = on aan Darkness’ | probably h.o. after great $6,000. Last’ 2 Lincoln Houses Shut; comet, 8 a. ee 
(20th), only Tairish 6,900, week. ‘Not Alone’ (WB) and ‘Beware run 2Utn) =ane pUSY —— 
PROV. LOOKS HEALTHY: 15-30-40 ‘Barri “ey nc! Spooks’ (Col), dual, $4,000, disap- ‘Dr. Kildare’ OK $2.700 (20th). okay $5,100. 
5-3 0) arricade (20th) anc 
* cael pointing neon ac & - 
Flying Deuces’ (RKO) Most of biz Omaha (Blank) (2.000: 10-25-40) ee ee n Bot an 
‘THIN MAN’ FINE 17,000 going to Fourth street houses cur-/‘another Thin Man’ (M-G) and a +s rape Kin -" or Rowen French Follies unit First vaude in 
\o nee but this pair will catch some ‘Heaven Fence’ (20th) Town's best hj = : oi + nt oe tht eau two years and plenty nude, with b, 
, overflow and should manage $3,400, with smash $11,500 for eight days. , x - - to ‘noth, o. fevered last half to $3.200. oke. 
; | average Last week, Allegheny’ | Last week, ‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB)|)—'*? 5. élite tee teenth 6 De. Last week, ‘Dust Destiny’ (WB), 
_ Providence, Dec. 5. (RKO> and ‘Sued Libel’ (RKO), fair) and ‘Night Work’ (Par), $7,000, SPO's are Coston" ns J 4... over from Varsity, weak $800. 
‘That's Right, You're Wrong 8 $3,200. | fairish. mee vga pea a to pe exten- Lincoln (LTC-Cooper ) (1.600: 10- 
helping RKO Albee to one of big- . ge “pa | Orpheum (Blank) (3,000; 10-25-40) *!\)*) Hie ee at Stuart. is in 20-25-40)—‘Babes Arms’ (MG). Heid 
gest weeks in month. Also getting ° —Day-Time Wife’ (20th) and ‘Rio’! civ fair shape. while ‘Secret I over five days from Nebraska and 
heavy play is ‘Another Thin Man, ar 0 yser (U). In for eight days: $8, 500, n.s.h previy tar shape, while secret it good $2,100. House closed (4). Last 
at Loew's State. ; y F 4 Last week fe tre Pa age (Par) nae See ayy * “hig oe week ‘City Darkness’ (20th) and 
‘Wl oaha Saati : . ons he Nebrask: ive days. larsity | 7 = : : =e : 
aiElvzabeth and Essex’ at Majestic: $7 QQ, Strong in Seattle | ana ‘Pack troubles’ «20th, sx.000, the Nebraska in ve days. | Varsity Colver (Wy split with, Bad Ansel 
as ’ ™ oe ’ | mediocre. pes seal rty ic eurrently lact.| (M-G) and ‘Heaven Fence’ (20th), 
healthy. —--— Paramount (Blank) (3.000; 15-35- 200.B stuff. biberty ts currently ast | fair $2,100. 
Estimates for This Week Seattle. Dec. 5. 55)—‘Fast Furious’ (M-G) plus Cab Child's ‘French Follies’ unit. Nebraska (LL.TC-Cooper) (1,236; 
Albee (RKO) (2,300; 25-35-50)— Xmas shopping is well underway | Calloway and Cotton Club revue on Seiteesinn toy Thies Week 10-25-40) ‘Secret Dr. Kildare’ ( M-G). 
‘You’re Wrong’ (RKO) and ‘Three and is beginning to cut into the | stage. Best stage-film opening day | = bk » Five days for good $2,700, with ‘An- 
Sons’ (RKO). Going right to town! amusement dollar. Some heavy fall| in Omaha in five years and holding, Colonial JANTI- Noble - Monroe) other Thin Man’ (M-G) opening to- 
with this one. Pointing to swell) rains have also affected biz, but the | up for solid $13.000 in six days. Last | (750; 10-15)—'Colorado Sunset’ (Rep) day (Tuesday). Last week, “Babes 
$10,000 and looks like cinch for hold- | rule continues to hold, i.e. that the| week. ‘Busy Work’ (20th) plus Phil| and ‘Daughter Tong’ (Metrop). ~~ Arms’ (M-G), sensational $4.300. 
) over. Last week, ‘Stranger’ (20th) big ones do okay; the weaker ones|Spitalny and all-femme orch on with ‘Parents Trial’ (Col) and *Fight- Stuart (LTC-Cooper) (1,900; 10- 
) and ‘Rio’ (U), fair $5,000. 'nsh. ‘Ninotchka’ for instance, is} stage, built by latter to $14,000, plenty | ing Mad’ (Crit). Autry end making 25-35)—‘Daytime Wife’ (20th). Very 
Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- great at Fifth Avenue. good, | nice week at $900. Last week, ‘Made nice $3,700. Last week, ‘Jamaica 
50)— Ninotchka’ (M-G) and ‘Fast| ‘Another Thin Man’ went to town State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25-35) | Spy’ (RKO) and ‘Honor West’ (U). Inn’ (Par), yanked fifth day, poor 
Furious’ (M-G) (2d run). Peppy opening week at Paramount and is|—‘Hell’s Angels’ (Atl) and ‘Sky, spilt with Son Criminal’ (Col) and | $1,700. ; , 
pace insures swell $6,000. Last week. holding up solidly. ‘Rulers of Sea’| Devils’ (Ati) (reissues). Giving | ‘Should Marry’ (Mono). Okay $900. Varsity (NTI-Noble-Federer) (1.- 
‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) and ‘Smuggled had enough on the ball to merit; house best since opened month ago; Liberty (NTI-Noble-Federer) (1,- 100; 10-25-35)—‘Woman Judge’ (Col) 


irgo’ (Rep) (3d wk), hefty $4.000.| move to Blue Mouse. with ‘Day- $1,200, good. Last week, ‘Old Maid’ | 000; 10-15-25-35-55 )-—'Fugitiy e Lar ge’ and ‘Blondie Baby’ (Col). Will get 
Fay’ ¢ (Indie) (2.000: 25-35-40)—' time Wife’ ditto to Music Box. ‘We}| (WB) and ‘Old Chicago’ (20th) split (Ci 1) and ‘U-Boat ; 29’ (Col), split; $2,800. good Last week, ‘Angels 
| | Messenger’ (U) and vaude. Will. Are Not Alone’ wasn’t so forte at! with ‘Stop, Look’ (20th). first-run with ‘Saint Back (RKO> with, Wash’ (WB), nice $2,500, 
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Muni, 146, Garbo’s 24, $14,200, Be oe Be armeerim | CCES McCoy Orch, 136, Marcus’ 


| (600; 25-50)—‘Entente Cordiale.’ This 
|looks like nice $2,500. Last week’s 


Forte in Philly; Farle Shuttered (<i eccsis\"e%%) — “Payee’, $11,000, Big Mpls. Winners 


Peste.’ Likely down a little to $5,000, 

















= 














i" ; good enough. Last week, ‘Capitaine , a 
Philadelphia, Dec. 5. -Ninotchka’ (M-G). Terrific cam- 7 ‘$5. B00. ae Se eae ‘Espionage Agent’ (WB), ee tang td Minneapolis, Dex 

Infl f hordes of out-of-towners paigr n, I nash reviews and Garbo from Broadway, good enough $2,800. There's terrific opposition all zlong 
iene — ; “the Army-Nat vy football] | mame are mas mnetizing this satire up Orpheum (Orpheum <0.) (1.800; | the line currently, with two stage 
aere 5 4 proctes Aehsey i Aa ners g | to satisfactory $15,000 and a ride into 20-30-40 )—‘Covered trailer (Rep) | shows, in particular, battling it out. 
classic over the ht zene Me igprorene: AD Stillman. Last week, ‘Another Thin | and ‘Outside Walls (Col), plus; The Orpheum and Minnesota ha ve 
at downtown smeesres Pg vee | Man’ (M-G), smacked down last two | Blackstone the Magician. Getting! their guns trained on each other and 
ie he hich sr Ars neg years’ house attendance records (at) good $5,500. Last week, ‘Main St. | neither is sparing any punc hes 
to fee 1e pre-Christmas letac : 


pop prices) and got great $23,000 in 


tinge Mer ee ae Lawyer’ (Rep) with second week of| With Clyde McCoy's orch headin; 

Two holdovers, Nino _— mith eight days. _ Sally Rand unit, strong $5,800. | the stage show and ‘Day at Cireus 
‘Mr. Smith,’ are the stronsies, with |“ “Stiman (Loew's) (1,972; 30-35-42- Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) | on the screen, the Orpheum, getting 
‘We Are Not Alone,’ at Aldine, doing 55)-—'Another Thin Man’ (M-G).| (3.000: 30-35-40)—Mr. Smith’ (Col) | 


a head start on Thanksgiving Da 
good biz through word-of-mouth , a 


build Earle, vaudfilmer, is dark Duplicating ae rg s hit _ 1 Aiadeade and aentle Baby’ «C oD). | (30), oreene op have the edge. How- 
puliaup. Larie, auc lume r, is < runaway $7.00 as Ww eek, is- pd Pl a Sti rating 1eavv coin on ”7 ever, the arcus Show, ‘La V ‘i. 
a og $0 a ge a rat puted Passage’ (Par), okay $4,500. ‘Smith’; $6,000. First week, with} Paree.’ is giving the Minnesota one 
sicians Union after a near-record 








; Pittsburgh, Dec. 5. | :Television Spy’ (Par), terrific $9,000. | of its biggest weeks since its reopen- 
$28 300 for last week's presentation | | Biz is dropping off some after big United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30-| ing and, even without much screen 


of Louella Parsons’ ‘Stars of 1940° ‘ 9 holiday stanza, but not enough to | 35-40)—‘Another Thin Man’ (M-G) | help, will do plenty good. The scrap 
and ‘Secret of Dr. Kildare set the blues in motion again. In]/and ‘Little Terror’ (U). Natural] has both using plenty of newspaper 
‘Nurse Cavell’ is failing to hold up - imost cases b.o.’s are holding firm,| winner for this house, helping itself 





| linage to shout their claims. Scaled 
at the Stanton. | despite some of the worst weather of|to great $7,000. Last week,| at 40c top, each of them spells en- 
Estimates for This Week the year, the usual shopping rush and | ‘Ninotchka’ (M-G) and ‘Little Acci- | tertainment bargain in capital Jet- 
Aldine (WB) (1,303; 32-42-57-68)— the general slump that precedes | dent’ (U), second week, good $4,800. | ters, . 
‘Not Alone’ (WB). Muni starrer is Xmas. Si far latter isn't being felt “ 9: In the face of this competish 
ringing the bell with nice $14,000. | importantly 


straight films are encountering 


Some 
. n> P| > Thi > At Stanley Loue lla Parsons and | boxoffice difficulties. Th; it ‘doesn t 
on ay ge segs Meo egg her starlets are getting credit for |apply at ‘Cat and the Canary.’ how- 
catering t ‘lass ade, usually wr pohie take. emake by ‘pp! . o : : ' 
features UA product, but the man- moderately brisk trade on bill with 9 $ 9 ever, because the Bob Hope picture 
a 


oem | “ue me ‘Intermezzo.’ Alvin likewise has a is really whamming ‘em at the 
agement figured a - oe = winner in ‘Destry Rides Again,’ cash- Gopher and heading for record gross 
= a. a A cy (UA). ing in on not only the notices, but IN BALTO at that house. 
“Housekeeper s aug! F ass | eae” also James Stews ¥ a . - : 
bowed out after its third week with | Washi D . | swe pir Me =? ore Soe Estimates for This Week 
air $7 | ashington, Dec. 0. | ting ni ont wr ‘ | Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25) 
ge (2.350: 32-42-57-68)— | ‘Drums Along the Mohawk.’ at Pal- oot 3 nice ” eek W ith oe | ‘Tropic os {U) and Flying 
‘Ninotchka’ (M-G) (2d wk). Laugh- ace, and ‘Jamaica Inn,’ with Joe Cook a ’ ad Full n’s "aan - on Deuces’ (RKO), dual first-runs, split 
ing Garbo still hot enough for neat | revue, at Earle, are battling neck oy | Wiside Piasee. dines Eee Gaeaabee with ‘Sued Libel’ (RKO) and ‘One 
f A ae ' re - 2a yi . pi ° ° ~ « . , ‘ 5 > : 
wera a which a ‘at cans tee oe twinner, bolstered by Willard-Demp- Fair’ $1,400 i donee tt io a sek, 
Fox (WB) (2.423: 32-42-57-68)— | spots bowing on same day (Friday) eee Pee ie Pg cnt ee ‘Sewers Heoeh (MEG) ood ‘Tine: 
‘Disputed Passage’ (Par). Not quite | for first time in owe her gene poe |‘Pack Up Your Troubles’ ae ae, . Baltimore, Dee. 5. | Sons’ Bard dual Arst-runs._ split 
up to par with $14,000. Last week, | and no-name vaude is wea “" | pected to be more than just a filler Biz here is holding up fairly well with “Tropic Fury’ (U) and ‘Flying 
‘Day-time Wife’ (20th), even worse — other new one. ‘Tower of | {or Senator—and isn’t. in spite of daytime concentration on | ep iy wt Pa es yr an 
6 se ‘ 1eW ; ‘ ; . ; ‘Nj thka’” at! ) ao- 
for $13.600. Kay Kyser's ‘That's F pd Par aces te Deaets | Estimates fer Thie Week holiday shopping. ‘Ninotchka,’ at} | 40) 3 ok lb Ing (Par) W . 
Right, You're Wrong,’ (RKO) in| London, was tos ete ee | 3 Pat ae; ae Loew's Century, is setting town-lead- | ame : ary. eu 
Thursday (7). on two days’ notice and drew surpris-| Alvin ‘Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— ing pace, followed strongly by ‘Al-| €nough liked picture and Laughton 


Karlton (WB) (1.066: 32-42-57-68) | ingly good notices when it caught! ‘Destry’ (U) B.o. natural and hit- 


otice legheny Uprising’ coupled to new) 4 draw name in this town. Will get 
—‘Housekeeper’s Daughter’ (UA) (2d | critics, expecting just another horror | ting the high spots for cinch $13,000. & y pri | 


Benny Davis’ unit at the combo! 800d $5,800. Last week, ‘Drums Mo- 


run). Moveover from Aldine isn’t) thriller, slightly off guard. | That's socko biz at this stand, and Hipp. hawk’ (20th) (2d wk), $3,800, mild, 
hurting any with neat $5,100. Last} Most interesting angle last week | means that James Stewart is the dif- H. 0. of ‘Elizabeth and Essex.’ at, after good $7,500 first week at State 
week, ‘Elizabeth Essex’ (WB), good) Was amazingly sudden drop ‘That's ference between just good and great Stanley. is not up to healthy going Esquire (Gillman ) (290; 25-40) 
$5.400 for second-run showing. Right, You’re Wrong’ took at Keith’s. | coin Stays for second week. Last of initial round, but pleasing never- | Ballerina (French). Given tre- 
Keith’s (WB) (1.870: 32-42-57-68)— | Pic bowed smash, held for two days | week ‘Tower London’ (U) got] theless. mendous advertising and exploita- 
‘Jamaica Inn’ (Par). Laughton’s opus|and then dived to cellar, causing | enough first couple of days to insure Estimates for This Week tion campaign. Highly praised by 


isn’t setting any worlds afire with | house to skip plans for holdover and | al] right $8,500 Century (Loew's-UA) (3,000; 15- | reviewers, too, All of which is help- 
$4,200 here after a fair first run. Last| pocket hefty take on strength of Fulton ‘Shea-Hyde) (1,700; 25-40) | 95-40)—‘Ninotchka’ (M-G). Leading | ing boxoffice and good $1.300 indi- 


week, second of ‘First Love’ (U) (2d | eight days. ‘Flying Deuces’ (RKO). ‘Dr. Chris- | town with strong $14.000. Last week. | cated. Last week, ‘Secrets Stamboul 

run), okay $3.400 | Estimates for This Week tial ‘RKO?’ and Dempsey-Willard | “Thin Man’ (M-G). extra big $14.800 arenes wr ng ser) (998 : 
Sta ‘ RB) Vi ; x ht el getting consider . : . , ot (9 905: | ar-Singer) (998: 25)—~ 
Stanley (WB) (2,916; 32-42-57-68) | Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40-66) | P:* Fight reel getting considerable Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; sopner ar-singe 


—‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) (3d wk). Still | _-dntermezzo’ (UA) and vaude. Pic ention, and no doubt helping ordi- | 15-25-35-40-55-66) ‘Allegheny Up- ‘Cat Canary had Going along st 
going strong, with $10,000 for third etting Howard fans ‘ional aniale won't | Daty_ twinner keep above rut. Not] rising’ (RKO) plus Benny Davis’ | fast clip and tl umbing nose at stages 
trip. Second round was hefty $14,- rte ‘ebave light $14 AQ. ~~ veek | Dad at close to $4,000. When current| unit. Holding good gait for okay |Show opposish. Bob ue 16 great 
900. Will pull out Friday (8) to|‘Day-time Wife’ (20th) an show runs its course, house will] $13,000. Last week, ‘That's Wrong | (Continued on pai e 


week, 
l 
$ ’ - lar ) mn? ] ) oy 7 ° VV <. ime 4 5 . ¢ lg 1 o t ie ———S ee 
make way for ‘Another Thin Man’ | Marshall-Harriet Hoctor darken until Dec. 23, when ‘Day-time | (RKO) and vaude, big $15,700 for | 


and Everett 





revue, good cane ot 7 
: fs | Wife’ (20th) comes in. Last week, | eight-day spread. 
(M-G). | $18,000 y ike : ,| eight-day spre: . 
”. ie pid, ee ‘ - , third of ‘First Love’ (U), fell off ith’s (Schanberger) (2.406: 15- 
aith Ca 1c (OV. J Gee ua | enmenee shew). (ES; 25-90) sharply to weak $3 400 ion twee 05-95-40) te (M-G) Geen | 
Edith Cavell’ (RKO). Advance bal- | ‘Circus’ (M-G) (2d run). Back down- S «Arthas F . 40 2 ter two | 25-3 “R en per” (M-¢ en-| 
lyhoo failing buoy this one up. Will|town after oke week at Capitol for | \@)G0Ul Sanzas urbin hit clocked | ing tomorrow (Wed.) after attemptec 
hit about $4,900, under par for this| average $5,000. Last week, ‘Real | @Qund $23,000 on run, very good. revival of ‘General Died at Dawn’ 
"week, ' -| Glory’ (UA a sess te ? Dhwet! 3 300: 35-35-5 Sar) faile ‘lick at $3.500 
house. Last week, ‘Allegheny Up-|Gjory’ (UA) (2d run). solid $5.200. | Penn (L ew’ UA) (3,300; 25-35 50) (F ar) failed to clic k ts 00, ve 
rising’ (RKO), little better at $5,100. | ‘ WB) (2216: 25-35-40-66)— | Real Glory’ (UA). Lot of news- New (Mechanic) (1.581; 25-35- i 
5 ’ , . | x Earle ( I ) “a a 7 re 7 be so papel praise for Gary Cooper ac- | 55)— Barricade’ (20th). Bie ol . ; 
} a andl ; ing c ok’ d Tauck tioneer but femmes aren’t going for ing moderate pace to possible $4.000. 
a ) > 4 Ss t oO 


| Li | eee we © hat eteiateeanakat. 1% 5 eee as originally slated to} Last week, 10-day run of ‘Day-Time 
| Factory’ on = Na ge Brewed go into Stanley with a stage show, | Wife’ (20th), disappointed at $4,900 ne 
Fragen critics laid it on thick, | but Goldwyn vetoed any such book: Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-25-35-40- 





ghting for top position with nice tate Will hardly get more than|55)—‘Elizabeth Essex’ (WRB) (2d Kansas City, Dec. §& 
| $17,000. Last week, ‘Not Alone’ $11.000 here. which is under average.| wk). Getting fair $7.000 after rosy Total take of theatres is down & 
| (WB) and Eddie LeBaron orch, oke . act welh ‘ Another Thin Man’ \ M. opening session to $13,300 ~ |few notches from last week wWith 
$17.500 for eight days. G), best here in a lot of months at ee several quick changes in bookings 
e Keith’s (RKO) (1,830: 35-55)— €99 500) = . =s 3 and opening days. Split of holidavs 
‘Tower London’ (U). Tossed in Sat- |*"¢; 


. ‘ . ' Senator ‘Harris) (1,750: 25-40)— ‘GERONIMO’ WHOOPS UP between Missouri and Kansas 
a urday (2) on two days notice, ana ‘Pack Trouble: (20th). Ritzes-Jane yr ; : " i to 


brought last-minute switch new 
looks to get satisfactory $7,000 for Ww 


‘ - ; bills to catch Kansas trade. 

ays, “Last week, “Phat thers comedy, just something 0) BIC $11,000 IN DENVER) eves ites aesin® wes broue 

Cleveland, Dec. 5. oe Saye Last week, ‘That Wrong keep house going, and doesn’t have ’ ets wenn ees Was Droge 
> larply <¢ was 


Hardly any drop noticed in gen-|‘RKO), dropped sharply and 





: : ee] bd much chance of raising its head in Thursday (30) at Uptown-Esquire 
eral trade for first December sesh, yanked with nice $11,500 for eight | .pove $1.800 poor. Last week, ‘Hit- a and Newman og ~<ong a 
with Garbo cutting the most profit- | G&YS. : - are ler—Beast of Berlin’ (Indie). not so Denver, Dec. 5 Wednesdi ay. Double bi or n €ss 
able dividensd for State and snow-) | ray (WB) (1.600; | 25-40) Eliza- | hot. either, b: rely hitting $2,000. With second Thanksgiving also} Parade’ and “The Carters’ ran orld 
balling into a sure-fire h.o beth Essex’ (WB) (2d run) Back Stanley (WB) (3.600: 25-40-60) hypoing biz, all first-runs are happy. | 5!* days, ~ Newman —— ne, poo 
‘Barricade,’ fortified by Berton mainstem after two nice stanzas |qn+ermezzo’ (UA) and Louella Par.|‘Dr. I. @” on stage of Denver last preem of ‘Child Is _ Born Mie ns 
Wheeler and Inkspots on stage, got | at Earle, and will see average $4 00. | cons unit. Stage show getting a lot | night (Monday) drew great biz, giv-| {Tuesday). | ‘Ninotchka’ took —s 
smartest opening Palace has had in Last week, ‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB) | o¢ cnace in all the dailies and draw-|ing ‘Eternally Yours’ town’s best land back to Friday op nings ane 
several cycles, but fell off drastic- | (2d run), nice $7,000 for eight hide ing “a tot of b.o. attention wit oe ZTOSS. making good showing on dua a 
ally after good weekend. . Palace | (Loew) {2 242; 35-55) Hollywood starlets. Should have no ‘Geronimo,’ at Denham, is strong : —_ Right, bs — ys ene. je 
Estimates for This Week —— et (20th),” Tied for trouble hitting $19,000, good. Last | ¢nough to stay at least two weeks, a aoe he Ly Cacemdl ao oe 
Alhambra (Printz) (1,120: 10- 20- ese ag cee yooh: (LG) Yd ait week Nurse Ci vell’ (RKO) _and Estimates for This Week house goes to Tuesday openings to- 
35)—‘Missing Evidence’ (U) and) wel) $14,000. - Shep  Fields-Inkspots, fell off in| Aladdin (Fox) -(1,400: 25-40)—! day for short spell preceding Christ- 
‘Cc overed Trailer’ (Rep). Fair $1.- N§ tretch and finished at $20,000, four | ‘Day-time Wife’ (20th). after week at mas. 
000 Bg three day . Last tangs oe “ 1 unae WI : een ee a0) Denve} Strong $4,500. Last week Estimates for This Week 
_— Fliers’ (U), had plenty of extra u € hopping Ipping Anotl Thin Man’ (M-G). Moved} Denver, strong $4.000 ‘ | (f cad Teen en te ae ) : De st " 
om steam. rating three extra days and ere alter | ek at Penn, and still Broadway (Fox) (1.040: 25-35-40) (Ty) "oe on “pe e TI Sell 
$2,900 for full week Montreal: Bette 6G Off nas € stuff left to clock at least ‘Drums Mohawk’ 20th } after | giving fan) al s} vn - leas g 
ial Allen (RKO) (3,000: 30-35-42-55 ? ’ ? $6. 50¢ plenty good Last week,}| week at each the Denver Aladdin “ah ae at $7 800 aa a af D Ve 
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See it next Tuesday at the Trade Show! 





Priscilla Lane 
Rosemary Lane 
Lola Lane - Gale Page 
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FOUR WIVES 
~« Claude Rains 
JEFFREY LYNN e EDDIE ALBERT 
MAY ROBSON « FRANK McHUGH 
DICK FORAN « HENRY O'NEILL 
Tse Character of “Mickey Borden,” as He Appeared 
in “Four Daughters,” is Portrayed by 
f JOHN GARFIELD 
DIRECTED BY MICHAEL CURTIZ 
j Screen Play by Julius J. and Philip G. Epstein and 
j Maurice Hanline * Suggested by the Book, “Sister Act,” 


by Fannie Huret * Music by Max Steiner 
A Warner Bros.-Firet National Picture 


WARNER BROS., Producers 














‘THE OLD MAID’ from WARNERS! ‘DUST BE MY DESTINY’ from WARNERS! “THE ROARING '20’S’ from WARNERS! 
‘THE PRIVATE LIVES OF ELIZABETH AND ESSEX’ from WARNERS! ‘WE ARE NOT ALONE’ from WARNERS! 
| ‘FOUR WIVES’ from WARNERS! ‘THE FIGHTING GOTH’ from WARNERS! “INVISIBLE STRIPES’ from WARNERS! 
‘ACHILDIS BORN’ fromm WARNERS! ‘BROTHER RAT ANO A BABY’ fromm WARNERS! ‘YEARS WITHOUT DAYS" from WARNERS! 
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New Aussie Pix Tax Hits U.S. Firms 
Severely; $500,000 Annual Yield Seen 


— 


Sydney, Dec. 5. 


Federal government has imposed 


@ tax of one pence (11/3c at cur- 
rent rate of exchange; formerly 2c) 
per lineal foot on negatives printed 
in Australia, formerly duty free. It 
applies to all foreign companies. It 
also has hiked the tax on positive 
films brought into the country and 





+ 


| LIMIT ‘02’ KID AUD 
| Britain Holds Fable May Terrify 
| Children; Adults Must Accompany 


| London, Dec. 5. 
Although ‘Wizard of Oz’ (M-G) 
hata taken from the fable long popu- 


| been okayed for children in England 


ready for exhibition, from four 
pence to five pence, for all foreign they’re accompanied by 


firms. 

New duty is expected to yield 
$500,000 annually. Local laboratory 
and newsreel executives, who would 
be among those most affected, say 
the new tax sounds the death knell 
of industry here. Hard hit would be 
most U. S. major distributors, which 
would be taxed on 12 pence dupli- 
cates here by each company for 
every pic. 

The Motion Picture Distributors’ 
Association is appealing to secure a 
reduction in the duties. 





Another Handicap 
Foreign department executives in 
New York regard the new fees as 
simply another handicap to main- 
taining present foreign income. 
Preliminary estimates show the new 
duties would add $460,000 to the 


cost of doing business annually in|} 


m” 


ay 


Australia for the 
panies most active 
tory. 

Several foreign officials compare 
the new duties to the excise tax pro- 
posed, but defeated, in Great Britain 
early this year. Increase on posi- 
tive film tax would hit U. 
tributors only on color prints be- 
cause on other pictures only nega- 
tives are shipped in, with 12 copies 
taken from them. Thus the great- 
est damage would be done via the 
tax on printing of such black-and- 
white features. Figured that the| 
duty would be about $1,200 per fea- | 
fure. | 

The singie positive usually shipped 
in on each feature is held in bond 
for special showings and never re- 
leased. Consequently, no tax would | 
be applicable to this type of print. } 


Unless there is considerable re- | 
vision of the new rate, or complete | 
elimination of the duty, it’s pre- 
dicted that U. S. distributors would | 
heavily reduce the number of fea- 
tures shipped to Australia. Minor | 
productions would be held in the} 
U. S., only the sure boxoffice hits | 
being sent Down Under. This is ex- | 
pected to push the decline of double | 
bills in Australian territory. 


in that terri- 


Invasion of Finland, | 


Good Market, New 
Blow to U. S. Films 


Invasion of Finland by the Soviet 
is regarded by American film com- 
panies as an additional blow to the 
diminishing foreign market. Whether 
Russia wins or not, regular distri- 





bution promises to be disrupted for | 


the next six months or longer. 


If Stalin raiders conquer the Finns | 


it will mean another market handed 


over to the Red film monopoly, with | 


American product treated the same 
as in the Soviet, which furnishes no 
revenue to U. S. distributors except- 
ing on single-product deals about 
once every seven years. 

Finland is rated as a good market 
for American pictures considering 
that the total population is only 
around 4,000,000. Several foreign de- 


partment executives of U. S. com-| 
panies claim that it has proven as! 


fruitful as that of several 
American countries. 


South 





Columbia Backs French 


Pic; Duvivier Directs 
Paris, Nov. 25. 

‘Like Father, Like Son,’ feature 
which Julien Duvivier will direct, 
goes before the cameras about Dec. 
10, with Columbia _ underwriting. 
Cast includes Jean Gabin, Raimu, 
Louis Jouvet, Gaby Morley, Fran- 
coise Rossay, Pierre Blancher and 
Michele Morgan, 

Story traces a French family 
through three generations, showing 
them on eve of three wars, 1870, 1914 
and 1939. 


American com- | 


S. dis- | 


adults. 

Limited certificate was given be- 
cause reviewing board held the film 
contained scenes that might frighten 
juveniles. 


GREECE IN MORE 
DRASTIC COIN 
CURBS 


-——-_— 


| only if 
| 





New money restrictions, effective 
last Oct. 17, have been placed in op- 
eration by Greece, according to word 
|just received by Nev York home 
| offices. While currency restrictions 
on a modified scale were in effect 
in that country previously, new law 
|is more drastic. 

Not only does the latest statute 
restrict the amount of rental coin 
which can be exported to the U. S. 
to $750 per picture, but it stipulates 
ithat this amount must be divided 
into installments spread over a 10- 





lar with juvenile readers, film has | 


! * * 

6 P.M. Cinema Closing 

| Abolished in Britain 
London, Dec. 5. 

| The home secretary has abolished 
the 6 p.m. cinema closing and all 
| West End theatres may take turns 
| remaining open until il p.m., sub- 
| ject to police regulations, 

| Legit attractions will stagger their 
| openings for shows nightly so they 
will not evacuate their audiences Ssi- 
multaneously, 


Urge Sunday Pix 
For Canadians In 


N.B. During War 


St. John, N. B., Dec. 5. 
A movement is afoot by naval, 
army and air force leaders that has 
|as its objective the opening of pic- 


ture theatres on Sundays in cities 
'of St. John and Halifax and the town 


of Dartmouth. Such to prevail only 
until the troops are demobilized after 


the current war. 

Keeping the theatres open on Sun- 
days would solve a vital problem 
for the heads of the war services. 
This is the provision of moral en- 
tertainment and diversion for the 
uniformed men when they are not on 
duty. Complaints have formed a 
deluge that the soldiers, sailors and 
/airmen are proving easy victims of 
| the operators and inmates of ques- 
| tionable houses and_ bootlegging 
| dives, through lack of decent enter- 
| tainment, this being particularly ap- 
plicable to Sundays. In Halifax, a 
wartime base for the British, Cana- 
dian and French navies, the problem 
ha been a very disturbing one. Spe- 








| 
| 





ithe country can cover merely the 


| in 
|}rental coin would be tied up with 


jew Francisco bank 


month period starting April 1, 1940. 
Law also permits the shipping to 
America of rental coin only covering 
the cost of prints on newsreels and 
shorts. 

It further provides tnat the only 
money allowed immediately out of 


cifically, for the women and girls, 
who are keeping indoors after dark. 
| The city is flooded with sailors from 
the three navies, in addition to plenty 
|of soldiers and airmen. It is pro- 
posed that the film houses be opened 
from 1 p.m. to 11 p.m., as a remedy 
for the situation on Sundays. 

In St. John the atmosphere {fs 
chiefly that of the soldiery, although 
there are also airmen and sailors. 
|Including not only the naval men, 
| but the crews of the trans-Atlantic 
merchant vessels ,which have St. 


cost of the print in question. Bal- | 
ance is to be handled in bi-monthly 
installments starting April 1 next. 





Press for Jap Pact 

American distributors will press 
from now until the end of 1939 for 
a new picture-coin pact with Japan, | during the winter season, and Mon- 
with indications that approximately | treal in the summer. 
$920,000 of U. S. film money will be | —— — 
tied up in Japanese territory by 
Jan. 1, Distribs are still hopeful of London Play N.G. 
obtaining some agreement favorably 

London, Dec. 58. 
the Bride Away,’ which 


comparable to the one secured late | ‘Giving 
1938, whereby the release of | sedi 
theatre, is an anemic farce with 
much dialog and an empty plot. 
It’s rated little chance of success. 


the Nippon import of a stipulated 
number of features. 

Under the 1938 pact, about $960,- | 
000 was released for deposit in a/| 
to be held in 
escrow there for three years in 
American dollars) and approximate- 
ly 200 features were thus permitted 
| into Japan for distribution early this 
| year, 
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Film Cycles 


Continued from page 1 


| the legit had 
animosity 
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gained considerable 
from Catholic groups 
| | through its characterization of the 
AUSSIE NITERIES DO | Virgin Mary. Par, intending to re- 
| | write it completely, fears the Cath- 


OK BIZ DESPITE WAR) 2,078, my uniustiy attach tse 


to the screen version if it is known 
Sydney, Nov. 14, | Story. 


that ‘Portrait’ is the basis for the 

War has made very little differ- Incidentally, ‘Queens’ is evidence 
ence to Australian night life. Night | 0f a recent trend in Hollywood to- 
clubs, hotels and dancehalls continue | Ward religious films. Decision to 
to secure patronage without any re- | Purchase 
strictions, unlike curbs in other Brit- 





ish possessions close to the war zone,| Ment’ for a remake. Pic was re- 
The liquor law is still very strict.| cently made by Cathedral Films 

Six p.m. is the deadline for its sale,| (indie) and Fox hired the latter’s 

but anyone can order the stuff for | Whole production staff when it de- 

delivery to any night club for party | cided on the picture, 

purposes prior to this time and con- Other religious stories on which 


|deals are now pending are ‘Father 
Malachy’s Miracle,’ which RKO jis 
interested in getting, and ‘First Le- 
gion,’ another for 20th-Fox. Story 
editors have also been instructed to 
watch for others. 


sume until any hour. 

Princes, Romanos and the Troca- 
dero are the leaders in local night 
life, with the two former bidding 
mostly for society play. Bands em- | 
ployed include The Weintraubs, Bert 
Howell and Bob Lyon and his Sere-| Same cause that is making Holly- 
nade in Blue. Understood that plans wood demand frothy comedies is seen 
are afoot to introduce additional ace; by editors behind the religious 
clubs around the city early in 1940. | trend. With the world in such a 

With huge wool and wheat pro-| tumultous state people not only want 
ceeds flowing in here from the Brit- | escapist stuff, but also something to 
ish Government, and with other coin | peg their faith on, it is reasoned, 
on tap from secondary products,| ‘Queen,’ which was produced by 
more hefty night life trade is antici- | Cheryl Crawford in association with 
pated shortly. Day Tuttle and Richard Skinner, was 
an artistic success in New York but 

Mex Production Up lost considerable coin. Inasmuch as 
Mexico City, Dec. 5. there was little film interest in it 

Pic production has taken an up-| aside from DeMille’s, and a complete 
ward swing here after a long lull. | rewrite job is needed, Par is under- 

Six features are in the making for| stood to have paid the very modest 
release early next year, }sum of $10,000 for the play. 








John as their home port in America | 


opened Thursday (1) at St. Martin's | 


it was preceded by 20th- | 
Fox’s buy of ‘The Great Command- | 





RUSS FILMS’ DOWNBEAT 
Anything Smacking of Vodka Not 
Very Popular Now 
‘Amkino might as well fold up and 

go home.’ 

That was the comment Monday (4) 
of a leading exhibitor of foreign 
films in New York. Amkino is 
Soviet-controlled distrib of Russian 
pix in America. Grosses on the 
Russ films in this country fell off 
precipitately following the Soviet- 
Reich pact in September, but 
dropped to virtually zero after the 
invasion of Finland last weekend. 

It is estimated that there were at 
one time approximately 500 theatres 
in the United States that occasionally 
played Russian films. There were 
more than 100 in New York alone. 
This dropped to between five and 
10 in September and is expected to 





mitments are exhausted. 


——— 


PAR, M-G ACT TO 
RESUME PROD. 
IN ENGLAND 


————. 


Paramount {s going ahead with 
plans te produce pictures in Great 
Britain, seeking reasonable assur- 
ance that there will be no inter- 
ruptions to production there, ac- 
cording to David E. Rose, Par’s 
managing director in Great Britain, 
who arrived in New York from Lon- 
doy yesterday (Tuesday). 

Rose will discuss production plans 





|}stay in the U. S. and will spend 
Christmas with his family, probab'y 
in N, Y. 

He plans returning 
early next month. 


to England 





| with production because they don't 
want to lose the present gains ob- 
tained through the new quota law. 
Rose told officials that British 
| film people were doing everything 
| possible to continue production, but 
|thus far it was a question of being 
| assured a steady availability of tech- 
| nicians, facilities arid talent. 


‘Mull Baleon, Saville 


| 
In lining up its facilities to resume 


|picture-making in England under 
; the quota law, Metro is reported 


considering both Michael Balcon and 
| Victor Saville for the British pro- 
|duction job. Former did ‘Yank At 
Oxford’ in England for Metro while 


| Saville produced ‘Goodbye Mr. 
| Chips.” 

| There also is a_ possibility that 
| Ben Goetz, formerly studio man- 


; ager and producer in England for 
| Metro, might be pressed into serv- 
lice, 
stomach ailment New York. 


in 





Paris in Wartime 








Paris, Nov. 25. 
| Charles Trenet, the ‘singing fool,’ 
}and his military theatrical group 


| which travel by air and are known 
|as the ‘Air Theatre,’ did a 
affair in Marseilles Nov. 19. Group, 
| which includes Raimu, Charpini, 
Germaine Sablon, Jo Bouillon, Ali- 
bert, Noel Noel and Andres Oieo, 


charity 


| will then return to the front to en- | 


| tertain the mobilized, 
| Mitty Goldin has announced a 
| marching war-song contest, with two 
| prizes, 10,000 and 5,000 franes, re- 
| spectively, ABC music-hall public 
ftp be final arbiter after six judges 
| pick four best songs. Songs will be 
{done by French warblers at ABC's 
jnext revue and two songs getting 
most applause will win the prizes. 


CRAIG TOPS N. Z. GROUP 


Auckland, N. Z., Dec. 5. 
Stanley Craig, Paramount's gen- 
eral manager in New Zealand, has 
been elected president of the Film 
Exchange Association in New Zeal- 
and for the fourth successive year. 








| office for more than one year. 


American Film Cos. 


For British Prod. 


+ eetnatsinaemnes 


fall off still more when current com- | 


with home office officials during his | 


He indicated that | 
ithe British are anxious to go ahead | 


For M-G British Post | 


He now is recuperating from a | 


He’s the only one to have held the | 


——S——=—=—= 


Revamping Plans 
to Meet Quota Stay 


Continuance of the British quota 
law in England until next March 
decided on last week, is bringing a 
revamp of American production 
plans in Great Britain. Many ma- 
jors were hopeful that the quota act 
would be repealed or at least dras.- 
tically modified. Failure to do either 
now is forcing perhaps five out of 
the eight majors to realign their 
production setups on the British 
Isles. Reported that five or six 
U. S. majors have quota films yet 
to be made before the second year 
= the Quota Act runs out March 

American distributors in England 
will put their frozen film rental 
money to work via quota produc- 
tion, Estimated now that smaller 
majors will have around $1,500,000 
| while bigger distributors will have 
| approximately $3,000,000 frozen an- 
| nually in England as a result of the 
British government ruling. 

Prefer Costly Pix 

U. S. companies would prefer 
making quality pictures costing 
$500,000 or more because of triple- 
credits to be obtained under the 
quota law and also because of the 
nominally better prospect of world 





revenue to be obtained on such 
films. 
Until there is more definite as- 





surance that production schedules 
| will not be interrupted in England, 
| U. S. producers doubtlessly will be 
| forced to limit their budgets. No 
| companies have indicated they want 
| to go ahead with any costly pictures 
| if the outlay would be boosted be- 
cause of delays caused by failure 
to get sufficient players, technicians, 
etc., or by bombing raids. This 
makes ‘B’ pictures costing $175,000 to 
$200,000, most likely, to be produced, 
not only from now until April, but 
also after that if the quota law re- 
mains as is. Uncertainty of geiting 
back costs in the European markets 
because of the war militates against 
costly films. 
Theatres Seek British Films 

Several companies are obtaining 
facts and figures on probable costs 
| for British film-making. They should 
know more definitely what produc- 
tions are to be turned out within 
the next two weeks. 


| Another angle which most likely 
| will attract interest to ‘B’ films is 
that British theatres will be clam- 


oring for a certain amount of all- 
British pictures. And these would 
fill in most localities. Virtually all 
| financing for British production has 
been by U. S. companies in the Jast 
| 15 months. 

Chief difference between peace- 
| time production on one side and the 
wartime currency restrictions and 
the quota on the other is thai U. S. 
film companies would produce on 
their own or directly supervise sll 
production, thus putting money 
frozen in England to work in hopes 
of getting some coin out of the 
country, 


France Bans 58 Flas 
| For Duration of War; 
Gay Pix Encouraged 





Paris, Nov. 25 


Fifty-eight pix, many ranking &§ 
the best French b.o. successes of Jast 
season, have been banned for the 


duration of the war. 

The war censors have taken them 
out of circulation for various rea- 
sons. Since the start of the war the 
watchword is light, gay films and 
morose, tragic subjects are taboo. 
Some films have been banned be- 
cause they made light of the military 
forces and favored by the enemy. 
| The list is headed by Jean Gabin's 
| two big hits of last season, ‘La Bete 
|Humaine’ and ‘Quai des Brumes.’ 
| War picts include ‘Alerte en Medi- 
| teranee,’ ‘Rappel Immediat,’ *Patrou- 
lille a lVAube,’ ‘Paix Sur le Rbhin,’ 
|‘Trois Artillerurs a l’Opera’ and the 
| comedy, ‘Ignace.’ 


| Others include ‘Les Bas-Fonds’, 
\‘Le Derniere Tournant’, ‘Hotel du 
| Nord’, ‘La Maison du Malitais’, ‘Le 


| Beau Gras’, ‘Le Train de 8 Heures 
| 47’, ‘Ameck’ and ‘Club de Femmes’. 

Also on the list are the American 

‘All Quiet on the Western Front 
}and German pic ‘Fraulein Doktor.’ 
| During the first two months of 
| the war, regional censorships we’ 
| imposed but such abuses ensued that 
| orders have been given to the cifler- 
ent prefects to pass all pix okovet 
| by the central censorship in Pi 


el 








iy 
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“Perfectly grand!...” 





says Frank Nugent 
in N.Y. Times 














“Happy 
holiday picture! 


#°9 


says Creelman in N.Y. Sun 









*A knockout 


- UNIVERSAL'S a a 
ment!” —_Pelswick, Vesting Kicles hgate Barnes in 

Journal-American M ATCHE \ GRE ATEST s Herald-Tribune 
BUSINESS RIVOLI 
THEATRE (N. Y.) HAS 
HAD in FIVE YEARS! . 


Vou can’t miss QUEL “WOW!” cries 
it!” —Boehnel, GRR @a siimegiames Coleman, in 
worm eee | right on their ears! _N. Y. Mirror 





“Bang-up entertain 








Directed™by Goonies Marshall 


CHARLES WINNINGER + MISCHA AUER ~ © / ET ae 


BRIAN DONLEVY - IRENE HERVEY: 
UNA MERKEL - ALLEN JENKINS 


WARREN HYMER = BILLY GILBERT A PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR'S ATTRACTION y 2 A JOE PASTERNAK 
. ¥ARBO 
i ond 108 “Ne AND PRINTS IN YOUR “U” EXCHANGE PRODUCTION 


Original séreenplay by Falix Jockson, GertrotieFurcel NOW FOR DEC. 29™ NATIONAL RELEASE! Sauer a;me ha. cy amare: 


snd Henrv MySe : edo ‘ithe el by Max 8rand 


rote hte 


Ce Ly ee a. Ee ee a , 
OP han F Ma OWT eS ODE AIG a VOTO had “ 
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FILM REVIEWS 











DESTRY RIDES AGAIN | Joe and Ethel Turp Call! 
Tniversal — py ad Pasternak | On the President 


production, 
Dietrich; 


Marlene 
Winninger, 


Stars James Stewart, 
features Charles 


Mischa Auer, Brian Donlevy. Directed by 
Joseph Pasternak. Adapted by Felix | 
Jackson, Ilenry Meyers, Gertrude Purcel., 
from novel by Max Brand; songs by Fred- 
erick Hollander, Frank Loesser; camera, 
Jia} Mohr. At Rivoli, N. Y¥.. week Nov. 
30. °39 Running time, 90 MINS, 
POMERAT. srccicvccccccevcss Marlene Dietrich 
TOM BPCSRE sc cccceves James Stewart 
Wash Dimsdale........ Charles Winninger 
BOriga Cali@han...ccccocesecvese Mischa Auer 
DP Kscebacev acess nse beeen Brian Donlevy 
Bemiae BEGGS, «oi cccssecesees Irene Hervey 
lily Belle Callahan. ..ccccseses Una Merkel 
Bugs Watson... ..cccccccccsecsd Allen Jenkins 
fo od reer Warren Hymer 
BAU CIAMOBEE «ccc ccccccccccsese Tom Fadden 
Hiram J. Slade...» ..Samuel 8S. Hinds 
DOUPMOTON. . cccsecoccosesvesees Billy Gilbert 
SOC THAGA. crccccecsscesseese Jack Carson 





This one can’t miss doing big things 
fround the neighborhoods, and it will | 
hypo many a boxoffice on the main 
drags into much above average ac- 


tivity. ‘Destry Rides Again’ is any- 
thing but a super-western. It’s just | 
plain, good entertainment, primed | 


with action and laughs and human | 


sentiment, with a cast that should /lift it into upper half of dual} Sturdy western, starring Johnny 
not only react well from the marquee | brackets in the keys. Biz can be! Mack Brown, with good support. 
but ingratiate itself heartily all the | accelerated by smart exploitation ‘Heroes In Giue’ (Mono). Po- 


way up and down the family age 
line. 

‘Destry’ should also do lots of com- | 
plimentary things for Marlene Die- 
trich in particular. It does more | 
than jack her back into primary 
Hollywood constellation. It sets her 
down as a trouper with a wealth of 
talent for comedy and character 
delineation. Her work as the hard- 
ened, ever-scrapping ginmill enter- | 
tainer serves pretty much as the 


teeter-board from which this picture | despite several dull passages, picture 
emerges as above par entertainment 
| for general audiences. 


fiips itself from the level of the or- 
Ginary western into a class item. 
The plot, characterizations 


humor are practically all cut from audience factors. 


stock patterns, so that the kudos for | 


*‘Destry’ being quite different are due | fantastic in its setup, deviates from | 
usual 
hand of director Joe) freshness. 


to the nlavers’ behavior and the flex- 
ible, skilled 
Pasternak. The flavor and color of 
the old west when it reached that 
borderline between the law and law- 
Jessness are well preserved. There’s 
enough shooting and fist-fighting to 
keep the proceedings in the sort of | 


dict. and about the only element out 


| based on story by Damon Runyon; camera, | 


keyed to visit of ordinary citizens to 
the 


gabfest with the President. 
tants of 
the columnist. 


his expert dialog is retained in the 
film script much of it is lost along 


the way. But the story is a refresh- his counterfeiters in western 
ing angle from general formula, and opus. 


man in Brooklyn destroys a letter to | 
shield his boyhood sweetheart, 
suspension arouses the neighborhood. 
Tossed aside by local postal heads, | 
the Turps ride to Washington to see | 
| the 
turmoil that tickles the western ad-j| Crashing the inner offices, the pair | the widow and her boy friend as 

pour out their tale to the Chief Ex- | culprits. 


Wednesday, December 6, 1939 








Miniature Reviews 


‘Destry Rides Again’ (U), 
Rowdily paced comedy western 
makes the b.o. grade in a big 





Hollywood, Nov. 29. | 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Edgar | 
Selwyn preduction, Features Ann Sotherh, 


Lewis Stone, Walter Brennan, William wavy. Dietrich performance out- 
Gargan, Marsha Hunt, Directed by Robert t pe ling 
} Sinciair. screenplay by Melville Baker; | standing. 


‘Joe and Ethel Turp Call on 
the President’ (MG). Strong pro- 


Pre- 
3v. 


Ruggicro. 
illage Nov, 29,’ 


Leonard 
viewed at 


Smith; editor, Gene 


Westwood \V 


Kunning time, 70 MINS, gramer for general audience en- 
Ethel Tur; ..Ann Sothern tertainment 
i President. ccisesascses as ‘ oa 2 ae ‘Private Detective’ (WB). First 
Joe Tui cake eau cand William Gargan| of series replacing *‘Torchy 
EMAy  CEMANOF 2 «553 »- Marsha Aunt| Blane’; similar formula and ac- 
JODNNY CPUSPOL. cc cece eee e ene eens vl PS aa . 
eee COMET 6 éscicsscnaweun James Push| tion meller. Dual fodder, 
Fred seenewe esas sseeees ot Den — ‘Bad Little Angel’ (M-G). 
francine i AUGNDN.cceed uri chison . - aoe 
Darke ~ Xs Ake ae eee jack Norton Homespunner, featuring Virginia 
TT ig rere Aldrich Bowker Weidler, especially good for 
Bishon BMaeMROM...scrccces Frederick Burton bes and family trade 
Father Reicher...... conkannbacwen Al Shean na Sa amlly © . 
Pat Donegan..... Robt. Emmett O'C« unos ‘Escape to Paradise’ (RKO), 
Ny Be rer Cliff Clark h 5 ’ : . -s 
} eer er erry rc reer liussell Hicks Bobby Breen's contractual wind- 
BORGIGE sc cacos sv vecssesesncees aul Everton | up in weak filler for secondary duals. 
Cabinet Membe: ..(harles Trowbridge ‘No Place to Go’ (WB) Folksy 

+ « . » 


comedy-drama, with Fred Stone, 
that makes okay dual fare. 
‘Oklahoma Frontier’ 


Here is a picture that has poten- 
tialities because of its novelty and 


unusual treatment in presentation to (U). 


lice meller that will serve suit- 
ably programmer if not 
pointed too high. 

‘Heaven With Barbed-wire 
Fence’ (20th). Fair entertainer 
about youth on the road, best for 
Jean Rogers so far. 

‘Overland Mail’ (Mono). Jack 
Randall carries the mail and gets 


White House, their crashing as 
through secretarial barriers and final ig 

Damon Runyon’s Turps, inhabi- 
Flatbush, have been focal 
points of some sparkling writings by 
While a portion of 


‘The Phantom Stage’ (U) West- 


“ ern of minor importance starring 
Skillful per- _ a 


script demands, 





edy. 
jnicely done, and 
' direction is okay. 
| 


Barn. 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Dec. 1. 


RKO release of Principal (Barney Bris- 


kin) production, Stars Bobby Breen, Di- | 
j rected by Erle C. Kenton, Screenplay by 
Wellton Melick; original by [am Hunter 
and Herbert C. Lewis: camera Charles 
| Sehoenbaum, editor, Arthur Hilton; asst, | 
| director, John Sherwood: musical director, 
Vietor Young; songs by Nilo Menedcez and 
Edward Cherkose. Preview at Hillstreet. 
ne. Coe. & “Sr Running time, 60 
MINS, 

NPT Cee Cee Te ree Robby Breen 
PROMI. 42%6 0s 28 eeesensees Kent Taylor 
SOBRE. oc cccccicveccciens mae Beaton 


Penelope Carter > Compton 


‘Escape to Paradise’ is Sol Lesser’s 


final production = starring Bobby 
Breen. Latter takes a stretch at 
school, and at the same time will 


give his voice a chance to go through 
the changing stage. Whether or not he 
resumes in pictures depends entirely 
on the new pitch and quality of his 
pipes after the voice transition. 
This one is a weak programmer 
that will have to be satisfied with 
support bookings in the secondary 
houses. Basic story is weak, with 
script doing nothing to lift it out of 
a rut. Acting is static and forced, 
with director Kenton likely under 








seer sep! Bob Baker. 
and | formances by the cast add much to ‘Cowbeys From Texas’ (Rep). | 
Runyon's story, although slightly Another in the ‘Three Mes- | 


quiteer’ series of hoss oprys, a 
likely kid thriller on the duals. 
‘Danger Flight’ (Mono). Tail- 
spin Tommy flick, = strongly 
geared for good juve reception 
and better than average take. 


formula, and therein lies its 


When the veteran mail- | 


his } 
| 











President about the matter. | lionaire’s murder, which points to 


There’s a huge trust fund | 


of the action formula that the film | ecutive. Story of the mailman’s love | for a yNungster, some conniving by | 
passes up is the horse chase. Comedy | affair, and resultant shielding of aja slick attorney. and final solution | 
situations and gags are effectively in- | wayward son, is told in series of cut- | of the case by the gal sleuth after 
terpolated and comprise the class of backs and overlayed dialog. There’s|an exciting chase and rough-and- 


homely humor that can’t help but 
stent midsector 


et « 
of a 


17 


« 
rontract 
ONntrast 


in amusement of the Presi- | tumble battle. 


| vious, 


| Youngster’s 


handicap of shooting the picture 
through on a short schedule. 

Story has setting of South Amer- 
ican seaport, where Kent Taylor 
lays over on pleasure cruise through 
quick attraction for Marlo Shelton. 
Bobby Breen, operating a motorcycle 


taxi, guides Taylor around town, 
hooks him up romantically with the 
girl, and then gets him into hot 


water by representing the American 


|as a buyer of mate leaves from local 


plantation operators. Finish is ob- 
with Taylor discovering a 
fortune in mate exporting, and nat- 
urally winning the senorita. 

Bobby Breen sings several songs, 
best tune being “Tra-La-La’ by Nilo 
Menendez and Edward Cherkose. 
soprano warbling. is 


pet consi response. dent over the continued bickerings | dumb copper aide of Foran. Bal-/| shrill on the high notes, and indi- 
Same can’t be said for some of the of the couple during the unwinding Miss Wyman and Foran team nice- | cates reason Lesser wound up the 
dramatic situations. Some of these | of the tale. Through the interven-|ly in the top spots, with Maxie | series with this one. Exception was 


are so far-fetched that thev’ll get the 
horselaugh from even the kids. 

This ganster fable with an earlv 
West background revolves for 
most nart around the rowdy, gaudy 
ginmill and dancehall which Brian 


tion of the Turps, the mailman is 
restored to his post. | 


the are neatly cast as the ‘dense, dem and 
dose’ couple from the Flatbush out- 
lands. 


| Rosenbloom providing support as the 
ance of support is adequate, and pic- 
| ture up to par for nominal budgeter. 


BAD LITTLE ANGEL | 


Ann Sothern and William Gargan 


Lewis Stone provides a re- 





| 

Donlevy operates in the frontier | servedly human characterization of | __Metro production and release, Features 
town of Bottle Neck. With the aid| the President, who gets a valuable | Vi"sinia Weidler, Gene Reynolds, Guy Kib- 
‘ ; 2 “pags ; ; bee, lan Hunter. Directed by William 

of his No. 1 entertainer, Miss | tip on how to handle a broadcasting | Thiele. Screenplay, Dorothy Yost; story, 
Dietrich. Donlevy cuts a wide swath | dictator from Joe: ‘When he calls | Margaret Turnbuli: score, Edward Ward: 


cheating the townsmen at cards and) you a such-and-such on the phone, | c#mera, John Seitz; editor, Frank Sullivan. 
working a waterhole racket until he | hang up and let him guess what At pga Lincoln, dual. Running time, 
makes the mistake of appointing the | you're going to do about it.’ Walter | Mahe ea Virginie Weldler 
town rumpot the local sheriff. The| Brennan is capital as the mailman, | rommy Wilks... 7/7 //"... teem teenie 
latter, capitally played by Winninger, | with Marsha Hunt providing a stand- | Luther Marvni......c.c..cccee. Guy Kibbee 
takes the job seriously and he im-| out performance as his sweetheart | Jim Creightos fan Hunter 
ports as deputy the son of a replica | through several decades. Balance | frigate vv, jci) dabeenagg i Ped ese 
of Mat Matthewson that he had) of cast is okay. ‘Red’ Wilks... at ie Tn 
served with and gloriously many Despite its slow spots, ‘Joe and | Ellen Creighton ....-Lois Wilson 
yerrs ago. ; : Ethel Turp Call on the President?}| 3 —— 

When the whilom bullet-eater's has sufficient humor and _ whole- Some may find ‘Bad Little Angel’ 
son, James Stewart, shows up Win-|someness interblended to carry it ‘ a | 
ninger is mortified. The youngster | through a strong programmer. Ex- | @ !ittle too sticky, but to the family- 


is opposed to toting shooting-irons 
and voices the conviction that law- | 
lessness can be vut down by other | 
means. His efforts at this task. | 
though successful, account for the 
Tone letdown in the uproariously fast 
and rowdv pace of the film. 


Stewart’s contribution has all the 


earmarks of a continuation of his 
*Mr. Smith Goes to Washington’ 
choracterization. but it’s bound to 


ster with both the kids 
evustomers. Of the 
mate contingent Winninger secms to 
make the next deepest impression 
while the comedy department comes 
hishlv charred with antics of 
Mischa Auer, as a widow’s second 
mate w is constantly bombarded 
with the virtues of his predecessor 
Billy Gilbert. as a hartender and 
Warren Hymer and Allen Jenkins. < 

henchmen of Donlevv. Latter exudes 
the risht amount of menace An- 
other s'ick characterization is turned 
in by Samue! S. Hinds, as Donlevy’s 
mpvor-licksnittle. 

Una Merkel cuts herself a_ nice 
slice of attention as Auer’s wife, who 
in her determination to regain what 
her husband had lost in a card game. 
engages Miss Dietrich in a fight that | 
proves not only the hottest bit of | 
action in the film but the outstandin« 


regi strongly 
and the fomme 


the 


ho 


drag-’em-out item in 90 minutes of | 
superlative rowdyism. The director | 


has worked this scene for all its 
worth and it will help much in the 
mouth-to-mouth touting. 

Of the three tunes that Miss 
Dietrich plies the one titled ‘Little 
Joe’ imnresses as the catchiest. Her 
sineulzr voice and sineving style sets 
each number over solidly. Odec. 





RKO PAIR AWAY 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

RKO rolled two pictures yesterday 
(Mon.) and has another on the start- 
ing line ready for the gun tomorrow 
(Wed.). 

In production are ‘Glamour Boy 
No. 2’ and ‘Little Orvie.”’ Ready to 
go is ‘Bill of Divorcement.,’ 


ploitation is a natural which may | patronized theatres and the nabes, 
carry it in many spots to surpris- 
ingly big grosses. 


as well as many subsequents, the film | 
will be on friendly ground and do a| 
fair share of biz. 





PRIVATE DETECTIVE | Petticoat perioded, the script is! 
Hollywood. Nov, 29. jp cneved, from Margaret Turnbull's | 
Warner Bros. release of Bryan Foy pro- | 200K, “Looking Aiter Sandy,’ and is 
duction, Features Jane Wyman, Dick Foran. | about the era when Horatio Alger 
Directed by Noel Smith. Screenplay by | wrote what little punks dreamed of 
+ ingll enigga Pes Sone pmo Mew | doing, and a high bicycle was as 
Marry Beymanr: camer. Ted McCord: ediz | fashionable as an_ underslung 16- 
or Harold McLernon: asst. director, Wil-}| Cylinder job is today. As such, it 
am Kissell, = Previewed in Projection | will bring a great many older people 
Wing oY: 2% "3% Running time, 57) into the theatre to salt their mem- 
Myrna Winslow. s.ssscccocces Jane Wyman | CTY, and get juves in to give the 
lim Ricke want ..Dick Foran | eye to the days granddad thinks 
it : Lunnon..... at Gloria Di kson | were good. 
AF ettaia denied 5 eel, | it’s primarily, from performance 
Nat | Morgan Conway | Standpoint, a kid picture, the story 
Mill Lar john Eldredge | pinned on Virginia Weidler, an or- 
“path , ss tom a phan who thinks she’s jinxed, _but 
iad, 2 hc ‘Selmar Jackson | 2a@S faith in her Bible, and Gene 
Mitr Wither is évaickixe ods cdvucs Ve Lewis | Reynolds, a baggage-lugging boot- 
Mona's Mald..........sseeee: Julie Stevens | black, son of the village drunk. She 
Sst eeal iphcaratli alah aed tah tale Wek Mower | scrams an orphanage and lands in a 
Justice of the Peace............. Kari Dwire | Strange town where Reynolds be- 
i RE ET PAE RERS Is Willie Best | friends her. 


_ | 


Her adopted aunt 


| terson), 


(Elizabeth Pat- 


Warners put the ‘Torchy Blane’ just prior to her death, tells 


series into the garage for an over- | her that in moments of trouble to 
hauling and repaint job. ‘Private| pray and then open the Bible for 


| Detective’ has a new finish, but un-! guidance. About to be stowed for 
derneath it’s plainly the ‘“Torchy’ | good in a kids’ home, the youngster 
formula, with wider cruising range | opens the Good Book and slaps finger 
apparent than was the case in the|on the passage which telis her to 
girl reporter series. | ‘flee into Egypt.’ So she does—to 
New faces are Jane Wyman andj} Egypt, N. J. She throws in with 
Dick Foran as the romantic pair| Reynolds, who leads her to Ian 
ready to get married but with fate| Hunter, an editor with convictions, 
continually intervening. Foran is| about to run afoul of Guy Kibbee, 
the familiar detective of the ‘Torchy’| the town’s skinflint. Hunter and 
series who is continually upset by|his wife, Lois Wilson, take her in, 
interference from the girl friend in| which leads to a flock of happenings 
solving a crime, and then has to ad-| of interest. 
mit she uncovers the solution alone. | For little Miss Weidler, the film’s 
In ‘Torchy,’ the gal was a newspaper |a cinch. With Reynolds, trying hard 
reporter; here, in the first of a new|to cope with a world which frowns 
series, she’s an operative for a pri-|on him, it’s also a pick-up pic, giv- 
vate detective agency. ing him sturdier footing for parts 
Plot unwinds according to formula,| with muscle. Kibbee’s nicke]-nurs- 
but provides some actionful and sus-| ing job is likewise easy, with Regi- 
penseful moments, although the sit-|nald Owen, his man Friday, almost 
| uations are obviously elemental and /|a bit, in for a few laughs and comic 
| far-fetched. Miss Wyman and Foran| pantomime. Hunter, and Miss Wil- 
iget involved in solution of a mil-|son fill their bill, while Henry Hull, 








recording of standard ‘Ay, Ay, Ay,’ 


| which appears to have been pulled 
| off the shelf for short rendition here. 


Listening comparison tabs it as likely 
recorded at least a year ago, as shrill 
and quavering tones of other songs 
are not apparent. 


NO PLACE TO GO 





Warner Bros. relea of First National 
production Feature Fred Stone Denn 
Morgan and Gloria Dickson Directed Ny 
Terry Morse. Screenplay bv Lee Katz, 
Lawrence Kimble, Fred Niblo, Js from 
play, ‘Minick,’ by Fdna Ferber and Geo 
S. Naufman: dislog director, Frank Beck 
with; editor, Benjamin I,iss camer: 
Arthur Edeson, At Fox Prooklvn, week 
Nov. 23, '39; dual. Running time, 57 MINS, 


Joe Plummer.. er Denn Morgan 
Gertrude Plumme: oe -- Gloria Di on 
Andrew Plumme: ; Fred Stone 
Tommy sxan ie onny Bupp 
lleffernan Fs 4] 1 Rowker 
Mr. Bradford + Charlies Halton 
Mrs. Bradford.... (ieor r 4 ne 
Pete Shofter. .. Frank Favlen 
Harriet Shafter.. Dennie Moore 
Frank Crowley . Alan Frid 
PROWL: ci cevnsceeoes sive. Joe Devlin 
Bao eer ° : Rernice Pilot 
ol eee ; ...Greta Meve 
Otto Schlemmer. eh tinn Rub 
nning . , Wricht I mer 
Rivers sens Inmes Conlon 
Lockwood . : Thomas Pogue 
| Adapted from the legit show 
authored by Edna Ferber and George 


S. Kaufman, this patently is a re- 


make, The fable of the elderly 
father, who is brought back from a 
soldier’s home, to be ensconced in 
his son’s home after the latter be- 
comes wealthv. is familiar scree) 
fare Story hi: the recognizable 
ending where old dad decides he’)! 
be happier back in an old man’ 
home. 

Film has been entertainingly pro- 
duced but its lensth and cast make it 


strictly suited for double bill setup: 
An ingratiating performance by Fred 
Stone, long in musical comedy, as 
the vrizzled war veteran and 
wrestler, furnishes impetus to carry 
the vehicle over its more trying mo- 
jments. Some of these include a 
| couvle of highlv burlesaued episodes. 
| Plot here depicts the unwanted 
|oldster trying to fit himself into his 
'son’s luxurious home even though 
nearly every gesture annoys his son’s 
young wife. The father finally de- 
‘cides to scek out new-found cronies 


|in an old man’s select home. But not | 


before developing friendshin with a 
street urchin and a rousing fight with 
two toughies who attempt to rob him. 
| Besides Stone’s neat acting con- 
| tribution, Gloria Dickson and Dennis 
Morgan. as the young married couple 
who ask the old man into their home, 
are satisfactory, especially the for- 
mer. Sonny Bupp makes a likeable 
street urchin, who figures in the only 
exciting moments of the piece. Large 
supporting cast was nicked with skill 
from the Warner Bros. stock com- 
pany. 

Trio of scripters have made much 
af the folksy play original, ‘Old Man 
Minick.’ fi Wear. 








a sloppy, typesetting drunk, is all the 


Many of the film lines hinge on 
Biblical origin, which carefully avoid 
being out of good taste, and yet be- | 
come the root for most of the com- | 
The Dorothy Yost scenario is; King, Harry Tenbrook. 
William Thiele’s | 


ESCAPE TO PARADISE 


DA Vedro de Cordoba 
Alexander Komac ..... Robert O. Davis 
SPO Stececeecccueses ..Rosina Galli 
Manuel Terres ..-Frank Yaconelli 
Senora Ramos ...-Anna Demetrio | 


vet | 


——D 


OKLA. FRONTIER 


(WITH SONGS) 

Universal release of Albert Ray produc 
tion, Stars Johnny Mack Brown; features 
Bob Baker, Fuzzy Knight, Anne Gwynne 
James Blaine, Robert Kortman, Charles 
Directed by Ford 
Beebe. Story and adaptation, Ford Beebe: 
camera, Jerome Ash, At Central, N, ¥.. 
| dual, week of Nov, 30, ’39. Running time. 
| 59 MINS, ; 


Jeff.’ McLeod...... -..» Johnny Mack Brown 

OG Bs 0 0:5 65cc05nee en eases Bob Baker 

WinGy DOF. ccccccesccees eoee- Fuzzy Knight 
j} Janet Rankin.......-..+6 eseeeAnne Gwynne 
} George Frazier.........ee..-.-James Blaine 

J. W. Sanders... ++eee-Robert Kortman 
|. SETETECT CCT UPC CCreT Charles King 
CC .. * Sa eerrr rer ry ee rr Harry Tenbrook 
| and the Texas Rangers 


| pe 
Competently made cowboy-and- 
cutthroat drama with some plains 
tin-pan-alley flavor for relief. Where 
| westerns sell, this one will not get 
| sour waiting for customers or audi- 
‘ence approbation. Songs, of familiar 
sort and okay as background, are 
| done by a group known as the Texas 
| Rangers, 
| About the pioneering days, when 
| the wheat fields of Kansas and the 
forests of Oklahoma were virgin 
territory for settler and plunderer 


| alike, ‘Oklahoma Frontier’ is pic- 
torially exciting (ocations looking 


authentic), heavily loaded with ac- 
| tion and with some appropriate ro- 
| mance. Ford Beebe, who also di- 
| rected, knocked out the yarn and 
| his dialog is somewhat above aver- 
age. Story, however, is along fa- 
miliar lines. In piloting the film, 
| Beebe carefully maintains suspense, 
| creating numerous action situations. 

The race of settler wagons for 
| staking of claims when the Gov- 
/ ernment opens Oklahoma to home- 
steaders has been admirably han- 


dled. Plot concerns the efforts of a 
group, with hired trigger-men, to 


' stake out a designated claim before 
| others who are rightly entitled to it 
have been able to file. 

Johnny Mack Brown plays the 
former U. S. marshal who upsets 
| this plan, meantime getting roman- 
| tically involved with Anne Gwynne. 
| She tops the average plains heroine. 
| Bob Baker plays the girl's brother 
| who's removed early in the pro- 
ceedings. 

Fuzzy Knight attends to the com- 
edy relief effectively, aided by less- 


ers. Menace includes James Blaine 
and Robert Kortman. Char. 
Monogram release of T. R. Williams proe- 
duction Features Dick Pu i Pras 
Sheridan, Bernadene Hayes, Edward Keane 
Julie Warren, Lillian Elliot Directed hy 
illiam Watson. Story Charles Curr 
Bb. Williams, with adaptation by Wil- 
liams editor, Bruce Schoengarth: came 
era, Harry Neumann At the Central, N 
¥.. dunl, week of Nov. 30, ‘39. Running 
time, 60 MINS, 
ROUED PORTO 6 cccvccservewecs Dick Purcell 
JOG MUPAF .cccccsccceseess Charles Quigley 
3S) er ee ser Bernadene llayes 
Moran ‘i enevesees eooeesKadward Keane 
£ ty re Julie Warren 
Mra. BAUSDRY. «. sess eoe-e- Jillian Elliot 
Mike Murphy....... és ... Frank Sheridan 


Romantic melodrama that may 
satisfy general family trade, ‘Heroes 
in Blue’ is not quite strong enough 


to carry the burden singly, except 
in lesser runs, or serve as the top 
feature on better double bills. It's 


essentially a police story, centering 
around two brothers, one of whom 
gets involved with gangsters, and 
should be spotted where audiences 
relish that type of material. 


Yarn is no great shakes although 
its plot provides a fair amount of 
action. Dialog is markedly common- 
|place and has a tendency to hold 
idown whatever merits the story 
otherwise possesses. Editing sug- 
gests discrimination. 

Cast includes a capavle roster of 
featured players, including Dick 


Purcell as the ambitious-minded cop- 
per, and Julie Warren, a newcomer. 
They’re the romantic interest. Others 
are Frank Sheridan, an oldtimer, as 
a watchman who gets himself in the 
middle as a result of one of his son’s 
complications; Lillian Elliott, mother 
of the two boys; Bernadene Hayes, 
and Edward Keane. 
A portion of the 
racetrack, where a 
occurs. Although it 


action is at a 
gangster murder 


takes place im- 


mediately after the last race, an In- 
consistency lies in the fact that peo- 
ple are conveniently absent, with 
only a taxi-driver member of the 
ring around as a witness Char. 


Heaven With Barbed 


Wire Fence 


20th-Fox production and. release Fe 
tures Jean Rogers. Raymond Walburn, Mar- 
jorie Rambeau, Glenn Ford, Nicholas Conte. 
Directed by Ricardo Cortez. Screenplay, 
Dalton Trumbo, Leonard Hoffinan, Ben 
Grauman Kohn; story, Dalton Trumbe; 
camera, Edward Cronjager; editor, Norman 


| 
| 
} 


| Colbert. At the Lincoln, Lincoln, dual. 
| Running time, 62 MINS. 
| Anita...... Corres ceccccecceccees ean Rogers 
ban FOS ee Raymond Waliurn 
| Mamie..2.....secceeeee-. Marjorie Rambeau 
MURS aes Sais V6 CAG ees 45) ROS SSRN ES Glenn Ford 
DON «vince 42s 6o.b-errssccsercssticeoms Conte 
ES OSG tk eins sso ete aa eee ad Eddie Collins 
Pe Wes conrwev kee elinvns-ox sieves Ward Bond 
Ro cniclg SRE EEE ee ee ee Irving Bacon 
RO re eee rn eee ee Kay Linakes 


Vehicle to show off some of the 
20th-Fox young, ‘Heaven With a 
Barbed Wire Fence’ is a_ slightly 
clouded title, with little possibility 
of propelling many customers 
through the front door. Fate of the 
pic will be the duals, sure to dis- 
appoint at the b.o. if left standing 
alone. 

No hit story, it does manage to 
maintain a fair shake of audience 1n- 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Christmas is laughing time -M-G-M is the one company 


that has the happy show* that’s swell for the whole a seg eats 
family. Screen “JUDGE HARDY & SON” and you'll see Full pages in Saturday Even- 


; . ; ing Post, life, Collier's, 
that it’s the best of the series! Perfectly timed for profits! 


Simultaneous holiday bookings are setting a new record! 


NEW YEAR’S 
BUSINESS! 



















(where there’s wine, women and song!) 
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a Metres Grodediviggre Mayer ec ums omen a7 REMHOLD SCORIITE, womm o Cammnce encanta 
New Year’s Hit "1938—“Rosalie.” New Year’s Hit 1939 — 
NATIONAL AD CAMPAIGN “Sweethearts.” New Year’s Hit 1940—“BALALAIKA”, 
READERSHIP 50,411,083 M-G-M knows that the New Year’s crowds want gayety, 
Full pages in Ladies’ Home : y , | 
Journal, Woman's Home music, laughter! There never has been a greater holiday 
Companion, McCall’s, Cosmo attraction than rousing, romantic: “BALALAIKA.” No 


liton, American, Redbook) 
ne ne eee other company has available such a gala, gorgeous screen 


celebration! It’s booked nationwide! Watch! 
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Heaven With Barbed 


Wire Fence 


It's the nearest to a liberal 
Jean Rogers since she was 
sprung from the cliff-hangers, and 
gives Glenn Ford and Nicholas 
Conte their first major billing. 

It's about kids on the road. Miss 
Rogers, left homeless in Spain by) 
ihe war, had gotten a job on ship 
which she jumped in New York, and 
was lamming cross the continent to 
California. Ford went for a real 
estate pamphlet so hard, he took his 
city-earned savings, shot the wad on 
en acreage, and then lit out to get 
rich on it. Conte is discovered en- 
route, a bitter youngster with itch) 
feet. Miss Rogers, being an alien, 
upon joining the two lads in a box- 
car, puts them all on the dodge from 
the law, so not a little of the pic 
hangs on perpetual flight from one 
boxcar to another, always west. 
Their group is increased by dandy- 
tongued Raymond Walburn, one- 
time prof, who was put to flight bs 
the gaping mouths of his classes, and 
became a bum by choice. 

Walburn, with an experience edge 
on the others, takes his frames easily, 
only approached by the film’s other 
veteran, Marjorie Rambeau, who 
runs a joint where everybody orders 
two bottles—one to drink from and 
the other to conk with. 

The Rogers gal has been in multi- 
quickies and second or third femme 
face in others for several seasons, 
and steps off in this film. Although 
the scripters sought to make her a 
dialectician, she manages nicely, and 
moves herself to the front for better 
consideration. Ford doesn’t have any 
particular luster, but Conte shows 
okay. 

Ricardo Cortez directed capably. 
Best go for this one will be the ac- 
tion houses, or the nabes. Barn. 


ONE DARK NIGHT 
, (With Songs) 
(ALL-NEGRO) 


ierest 
part for 


Million Dollar release of Harry M. Pop- 
kin preduction, Features the Brown Fam- 
ilv. Directed by Leo C. Popkin Story 
Billie Myers Songs, Porter and Lang. At 
Apollo, N. Y., week Nov. 24, 1939 Run- 


time. 80 MINS, 


Bing 

Cast: Mantan Moreland, Betty Treadville, 
Josephine Pearson, John Thomas, Arthur 
Ray, Jessie Grayson, Bobby Simmons, 
Lawrence Criner, Monte Hawley, Alfred 
Grant, Ruby Logan, Guernsev Mor- 
row, Herbert Skinner and The Four Tones. 

All-Negro film is the first in a 


Film Reviews 


Continued from page 14 











| 
series by Million Dollar Pictures this | 


season featuring the Brown Family, | 
a colored counterpart of the Hardys, 


Joneses and other — film amily 
groups. With a good score and 
three original songs, it is one of the! 
best all-Negro efforts vet turned out. | 


It was made in Hollywood. 

Chief defect of the picture is that 
it runs 80 when £9 would 
tell the story | 
music. The extra 20! 
minutes are overlong scenes, too ob- 
viously padded, and slow the produc- 
tion It also suffers on technical 
counts, most flagrant offense being 
the frequent out-of-focus blurriness. | 


minutes 
have been 


} 


and sell the 


plenty to 


Lighting, too, is universally poor 
and the pan shots as the camera | 


moves away from, toward or across | 
a scene, are jerky. 

Although ‘One Dark Night’ should | 
certainly get top grosses in colored 
houses, it is doubtful that it could be | 
sufficiently sold in standard spots for | 
the ofay trade. Far more entertain- 
ing than many Hollywood B’s—par- 
ticularly if it were reedited—it hasn't 
a sufficient number of genuine sit- 
uation laughs or exploitative quali- | 
ties to make it hurdle the color-line. 

Mantan Moreland, formerly of the | 
vaude team of Mantan & Miller, | 
takes the top role, that of a shiftless 
husband who for 23 years of married 
life has always had a deal in the 
offing which necessitated living on 
the work of his wife and children. | 
After being shamed out of his home | 
he discovers radium in the desert | 
and becomes rich. purchasing the 
night club owned by the villain of, 
the piece, Lawrence Criner, who is 
making advances to Moreland’s | 
daughter, Josephine Pearson, a| 
dancer there. 

Acting is generally so-so, with | 
Criner the only member of the cast 
outstanding. Miss Pearson is weak, 
but she’s attractive and makes an 
appealing ingenue. John Thomas, 
her vis-a-vis, is good. Betty Tread- | 
ville plays the family mother, Arthur 
Ray the grandfather and _ Jessie) 
Grayson the grandmother. In the 
Mickey Rooney part is Bob Simmons. | 
He has only a walk-on role, merely | 
being introduced so that future films | 
can be built around him. Bit he 
does is bad, | 

Musical porttons are handled by | 
Ruby Logan, who works in the man- | 
ner of Billie Holliday, but not with} 
the same finesse, and The Four} 
Tones, male quartet. Latter are} 
socko in their ‘West of Harlem’ num- 
ber. Miss Logan does ‘Shake It and 
Break It,’ to which Thomas and Miss 


which Lenox avenue will no doubt 
see more; ‘Sharpest Man in Town,’ 
another Harlem natural, and a 
torcher, ‘Alone Again.’ Herb. 


OVERLAND MAIL 


Monoewam production and release Stars 
Jack Randal f t es, Vinee Barnett, Di- 
rected by R ert bill Stor and screen- 
play, Kobert Kimimett editer, Robert 
Golden: camera Lert Longeneckel At 
Arena, N. Y¥ dual, Nov, 12, 14, "30. Run- 
ning time, 57 MINS. 

Jack... Tack Randall 
lien, ods cee eee OS Vinee Barnett 
Mary ef lean Jovee 
Polini n Tristram Coffin 
Porter... .... George Cleveland 
Dawson ..Glen Strange 

PURO 6 cees Dennis Moore 
Squint.. Merrill MeCormick 
BUCH. cc esse bees ...Jd0e Gareia 
Blondie Maxine Leslie 

Pere’ ee .James Sheridan 
CRG once oho 0st sore denreeeens ..-Hal Price 
Panche ‘ ones Harry Semels 
Rusty.... --»».Wonder Horse 


Jack Randall rides again for Mon- 
ogram in this new cactus-country 
meller. This time he’s abetted by 
redskins, two Federal sleuths, stage- 
coach, mail pony riders and a gang 
of counterfeiters. It’s lively fare for 
spots where they go for westerns, 

‘Overland 
thing in it but first-rate 
The heart palpitations 
care of eventually, but 
the tracking down of 


are taken 
obscured in 
the counter- 


feiters. 

Despite many incongruities, this 
western is fairly gripping for its 
type. Starts off as a tale about a 


pony mail rider but interest in him 
shifts as he joins a femme Federal 
agent in rounding up the counter- 
feiters. 

Randall is improving in his emot- 
ing, but still clicks best when on 
his pony or throwing punches. His 
bronc, Rusty. lives up to the rep as 
being a skilled thesp. Vince Bar- 
nett makes considerable out of the 
supporting role of Porchy, his buddy 
in the mail service. 
the disguised federal agent who falls 
for Randall, is only so-so. Maxine 
Leslie, as Blondie, looks promising. 


Standard western support is headed | 


by George Cleveland. 


Dialog is better than passable, 
while Bert Longenecker has taken 
the curse off so many pounding 


horsehoofs with his customarily slick 
photography. Wear. 
‘ ° , 
Twinkle’ to Lanfield 
Hollywood, Dec. 5 
Sidney Lanfield moved in as di- 


rector of ‘Twinkle, Twinkle, Little 
Star’ at 20th-Fox, replacing Walter 


Lang, who has been shifted to an- | 


other picture. 


‘Twinkle.’ which gets the gun next | 


month, is Linda Darnell’s first star- 
rer. 
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Be R. SIMPSON & CO.., Ine. 
433 WEST 42nd ST., NEW YORK CITY 


O52 RP POR ALE S.A 


f 
the removal of the 
| House of Simpson 4 
——_ } to its new building q 
id [ at 133 West 42nd St. 4 oo . 

f 

t 
One hundred and twelve business years are behind 
the name of R. Simpson and Company and, as it is | 
established in its more spacious quarters, another 


milestone is passed in faithful and liberal service. 


L 5 


| Pearson intro a new terp routine of 


Mail’ has about every- | 
romance. | 


Jean Joyce, as | 





| 


| » . 

| (WITH SONGS) 

Universal release of Trem Carr produc- 

|}tion. Stars Bob Baker; features Marjorie 

| Reynokis. Directed by George Waxxne: 

| Story and adaptation, Joseph West; phe- 
Harry Neumann, At Arena, N, 


| tography, 


Y., dual, Dec, 1-3, '39. Running time, 


| 57° MINS, 

Dh vitecbeewesesenen se eee . ....-Bob Baker 
a Baie ce 6S ne wee ee Marjorie Reynolds 
Co SP er eres ye te George Cleveland 
fe SePPrre rrr Terre rrest Taylor 
| Denver. . cee ee. e heed Howes | 
| Runt... eee rT rex Palmer 
scott. . Murdock Mactuartie 
PRIOTESE 20 cee svecdssesesewecese< Glenn Sirange 
Ries DGGE csctaseecnanuac*t0ene Jack Kirk 


A stock western in the Bob Baker 


series, not too well made and far 
less exciting than most. Ostensibly 


the picture was produced on a nar- 
'row budget. For the dates where 
'the weaker product gets a nod. 
Baker is not a strong enough out- 
doors type to vie with others pres- 
ently catching the attention of the 


somewhat in importance if assigned 
better material than ‘Phantom Stage.’ 
|A young fellow, he makes good im- 
| peaserens singing songs of the prairie, 
accompanying himself on occasion 
| with a quitar. Numbers are over av- 
| erage. 

With him 


before, Marjorie Rey- 
a stagecoach line. She looks more 
the type that should still be doing 


her home work on algebra, creating 


erates is being constantly relieved 
of its gold cargo. The story con- 
cerns the success of Baker in frus- 
trating robberies that are effected 
by a diminutive mugg who ships on 
stage in a trunk, opening it en route 
to get at the gold. This particular 
stage does not ever seem to carry 
legitimate passengers, The trunk in 
which the character cast as the runt 
conceals himself appears to be air- 
tight. At least no one sees any air 





which, with their human contents, 
wegih more than they should. It’s 
that kind of a story. 

| In the big shooting fray toward 
| the close, one of the guys that gets 
shot, dies very clumsily, being slow 
to hit the dust. When the picture 
;was caught, someone yelled out in 
the audience ‘fall down, you rat.’ 
That’s the only laugh the picture 
produces. Char. 


DANGER FLIGHT 


Monogram release of Paul Malvern pro- 
duction Features John Trent Marjorie 
Reynolds, Milburn Sione. Directed by How 
ard Bretherion; screenplay, Byren Morgan, 
Edwin C. Warsoms; story, Hal Forrest 
sound, 1. John Myers: camera, Fred Jacl 

jman, Jr; editor, Fadward Schroeder At 
| Colonial, Lincoln, dual Running time 
61 MINS, 
Tailspin Tommy......... Tohn Trent 
owl”. =a Marjorie Reynolis 
b.. eee ee Milburn Stone 
| Paul Smith. cece eeeee JSON Robards 
i: re ee coos TOMMY Baker 
SOs é60 6:6 Deanis Moore 
Dawson errr lulius Tannen 
eS Gir os 5b Sick Xeacks Kidwin Parker 
POW Ristceee x ere Te ee Kernard 
Johnny eceeee Tee re e Harry Harvey ty 
| ee co eeseceeoseeees Walter Wills 
Any theatre reaching for kid bi; 


will find in ‘Danger Flight’ a better- 
than-average attraction because it’s 
doubly geared to juve interest. It's 
about flying and model ai: planes and 
based on a fave comic strip, Hal 
Forrest's ‘Tailspin Tommy.’ By the 
Same token, it lends itself to multi- 
tude tieups by way of newspupers 
and toy shops. Suspense liberally 
fans the pic, almost a three-part cliff- 
hanger that'll get by on duals. 

The story sets out on the premise 
that most bad boys are more often 
misunderstood than intentionally 
evil. John Trent, in the title role as 
Tailspin Tommy, reclaims 
Baker by interesting him in model- 
plane building. Kid works out a 
scheme by which youngsters can give 


Tommy 


Scouts wig-wag, except that model 
planes are equipped to do miniature 
sky writing. It results in his being 





able to find Trent after latter's crash 
get him aid and a pile of publicity 


| which turns the punk’s head. 


Trent, with Marjorie Reynolds and 
Milburn Stone. the key threesome 
xarners the bulk of camera attention. 
Baker makes a commendable show- 
ing, probably helped because of lack 
of ability by rest of the cast. Trent 
and Stone take it half-measure, and 
Miss Reynolds, the solo femme. a 
looker. over-reachecs occasionally 
Jason Robards flickers in and out. but 
okay when he’s on. 


Barn 


Cowboys From Texas 


ere Dublic release of Harry Grey produce 
ion. Features Robert Livingston 
mond Hatton, Duncan Renaldo ; 


by George Directed 


Sherman Screenplay, Olj 
‘ : ; ay, iver 
Drake, based on characters created by 
William Cold Mac Donald; camer a, Ernest 
Miller; editor, Tony Martinelli: musieal 


score, William Yava. 
tion Room, N. Y¥ 
time, 57 MINS, 
Stony Brooke............ Robert 
Rusty Joslin........ 
Renaldo 


Previewed in Projee 
Y., Nov. 30, ‘39. Kunning 


Livingston 
alee ae Raymond Hatton 





| their dualers audience. Story this 
time has an historical background. 
but it’s generally stereoed and simi- 
‘ar to other westerns 


‘Cowboys From Texas’ associates 


THE PHANTOM STAGE 


public but he might be stepped up| 
noids this time plays the owner of | 


little wonder why the stage she op- | 


holes or has any suspicions concern- | 
ing the constant shipment of trunks} 


distress signals, equivalent to Bov | 


Ray- | 


pee e Shige n’ntw6 acale .--Duncan Renaldo 
"SE OE eee ..Carole Landis 
Kansas Jones Charles Middleton } 
econ ts EME CECE CEO ae Ivan Miller 
Belle Starkey ' ... Betty Compson 
ode, ny LOU COE eT Ethan Laidlaw 
ae ee ey eer Yakima Caunutt 
no ne ee pee Walter Wills 
FOG THOR oo6 kccccesess .--Edward Cassidy 


The Three Mesquiteers characters | 
| contribute their share of action for 


December 6, 1939 


——_ 








itself with President Teddy Roose- 
velt's Reclamation Act, which per- 
mitted the homesteading of wasie 
western lands. The Mesquiteers in- 
ject themselves into the proceedings 
when the homesteaders are faced by 
an unscrupulous group that threat- 
ens to disrupt the Government-spon- 
sored project. 

Generally, the yarn is poorly moti- 
vated, with a number of situations 
jleft suspended, but with the type 
audiences at which the picture is ob- 
viously aimed there should be no 
question, 

Carole Landis is properly decora- 
tive as the daughter of homesteader 
| Charles Middletown—despite an in- 
discriminately 1939 hair-do in a 1906 
setting—and there’s the barest sug- 
gestion of romance between her and 
Livingston. But the call for adven- 
ture is greatest, and so the Mes- 
quiteers’ fading lines indicate that 
Republic’s next horse opry in the 
series built around the trio will deal 
with rescuing a pal unjustly jailed 
for murder in New Mexico. 

The trio contribute okay perform- 
ances, while Middleton, Ivan Miller 
and Betty Compson do as well as can 
| be expected. It’s a comeback try for 
Miss Compson, now a brunet. 
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popularity here spelling dividends. 
Clumbing toward big $5,500, a new 
record for house. Last week, ‘On 
-Toes’ (WB), $2,400, light. 

Minnesota (Mpls. Co.) (4,000; 20- 
30-40)-——‘Heroes Blue’ (Mono) and 
A. B. Marcus show, ‘La Vie Paree.’ 
!on stage. Unit a novelty here and 
is clicking in a way to produce man- 
agerial smiles. Huge newspaper ads 
threw down gauntlet at Orpheum 
opposition, declaring: ‘We lead— 
others follow—nowhere in the Twin 
Cities are you able to buy such di- 
versified stage and screen entertain- 
ment at such low bargain prices.’ 
| Headed for big $11,000—one of the- 
atre’s best weeks since reopening. 
Last week, ‘Tidal Wave’ (Rep) and 
vaude, headlining Hugh Herbert, 
with latter responsible for hig 


| $10,500. 
Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800; 25- 
and stage 


35-40)—‘Cireus’ (M-G) 
show topped by Clyde McCoy’s orch. 
Big show for 40c scale. Should wind 
up with big $13,000. Last week. 
‘First Love’ (U) (2d wk), okay $4,200 
after big $10,000 first week. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25-35- 
40)—‘Rulers of Sea’ (Par). Muchly 
praised picture, but crowded out of 
spotlight by stage show attractions. 
En route to poor $4,000. Last week, 
‘Elizabeth Essex’ (WB), $6,200, pretty 
good. 

Uptown (Par) (1,100; 25-35)—‘Hol- 
lywood Cavalcade’ (20th) split with 
‘Destiny’ (WB). First neighborhood 
showings. Mild $2,000 indicated. 
Last week, ‘Old Maid’ (WB), $3,009, 
good. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 

‘First Love’ (U) (3d wk). Moved 
here after two weeks at Orpheum. 
Good $2,000 in prospect. Last week, 
‘Waltz Time’ (Foreign) (revival), 
$1,000, light. 


LAUGHTON SURPRISES 
IN MEMPHIS, $5,000 


Memphis, Dec. 5. 


‘Another Thin Man’ is another 
boxoffice bonanza for Loew’s. 
Powell-Loy combo, ever popular 


here, is clicking the turnstiles at a 
merry gate despite lukewarm press 
notices. 

Surprise picture of week is 
‘Jamaica Inn,’ however. Laughton, 
never a great draw in these parts, is 
doing as nice a business at the War- 


ner as is Deanna Durbin’s ‘First 
Love’ around the: corner at the 
Malco. Laughton chiller is helped 


by rave notices. 
Orpheum lone 
only fair for 


vatde house, did 
Johnny Perkins unit 
and Metro’s ‘Bad Little Angel’ in 
four-day stay. Feature of the week 
| was fact that Tennessee observed the 
old Thinksgiving instead of Roose- 

velt’s and all the houses enjoyed a 
health holiday turnout. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew’s (2,600; 10-30-40)— 
‘Another Thin Man’ (M-G). Picture 
opened strong on holiday rush and 
'going for swelegant $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Day-time Wife’ (20th), $4,000, 
disappointing after good start. 

Warner (Warner) (2,300; 10-30-40) 
—Jamaica Inn’ (Par). Turkey Day 
trade, plus b@ilish reviews, pushing 
| this to very good $5,000. Last week, 
‘Not Alone’ (WB), $4,500, swell un- 
der circumstances. 

Malco Palace (Lightman) (2,200; 
10-30-40)—First Love’ (U). Doing 
all right, $5,000. Last week, ‘Rulers 
Sea’ (Par), $4,000, sub-par. 

Orpheum (Cullins-Evans) (2,800; 
15-40-55) —‘Bad Angel,’ (M-G), with 


| Johnny Perkins unit onstage. Not 
so hotcha at $3,000 for four days. 
Last week, ‘All Come Out’ (M-G), 
and Ted Lewis band, $6,500, four 
days, good. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-20- 
30)—‘Coast Guard’ (U), five days, 
and ‘Tropic Fury’ (U), two days 


Will do better than usual at around 
$2,000. Last week, ‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) 
second-run, and ‘Beware Spook 
(Col), split, also $2,000, very good 


re 
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: 41 prints of “Gulliver's Travels” 
| | ready for Christmas... another 


50 ready for New Year’s. Thou-: 





sands of department stores a 
and speciaity shops loaded 

‘with Gulliver merchandise .. , 
D the radio ringing out with the 
eight Gulliver hit tunes... the 


whole country waiting for the 





chance to see the only full- 


length feature cartoon ready 





‘for hobiday release... Para- 
Copyright 193%, ee ° 
Peremount Pictures ind o 7 a mount’s product book promise 
| becomes Paramount's Christ- 
mas present to the industry... 


another smashing proof that 
»» IT’S A PARAMOUNT YEAR! 





‘GULLIVER’S : 
— TRAVELS: intechnicotor — 


A FULL-LENGTH FEATURE CARTOON - PRODUCED BY MAX FLEISCHER + DIRECTED BY DAVE FLEISCHER » A PARAMOUNT PICTURE 
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More Than 1,000 Theatres Combine 


To Offset Tums Giveaway; More Bingo 
Beefs; Key City Personnel Changes 


Lincoln, Dec. 5 


More than 1,000 theatres will this 
week be guaranteeing their prospec- 
tive patrons against loss of the Tums 
Pot of Gold $1,000 if they’re not at 
home to receive the call. Some of 
the theatres, such as those who are 
members of the MPTOA in Ohio, 
will guarantee to double the radio 
pot if people come to the theatre in- 
stead, this being prompted by two 
recent winners having been in Ohio, 
and Tuesday b.o. slumping badly. 

The Ohio action, taken this week, 
according to MPTOA official, P. J. 
Wood, of Columbus, will go even fur- 
ther. An MPTOA committee has 
been charged with the duty of im- 
mediately calling upon Warners and 
RKO circuit heads in Ohio, to have 
them join forces in the radio combat. 

Rick Ricketson, biggie of Fox-In- 
termountain, Denver, started all the 
theatres under his guidance in 
Rocky Mountain area on the plan, 
and believes it to be the fanciest 


radio combat to come on the exhib |! 


scene since air competish got so 


heavy. 

his patronage against loss of the 
$1,000 Tums Pot of Gold 
in his theatre, not at home when the 
call is made, Bob Livingston, Capi- 
tol manager, says the move has been 
a decided stimulant. Averaging 
four weeks prior to the guarantee 
to find his normal Tuesday night 
gross, Livingston matched it up with 
his Tuesdays since. Using 100% as 
normal, or prior to the Pot of Gold 
show’s taking to the air, he found 
the Tuesdays had gone down to 55%. 
Under stimulus of the advertised 
guarantee, the boxoffice has crept 
back up to 84% of normal. 

In. all fairness, Livingston does not 
attribute this wholly to the success 
of the insurance plan, but partly to 
the returning good sense of people 
who see the chances are about 10.- 
000,000 to one against them winning. 
even if they are home—so why 
bother. Livingston, by conversation 
in his lobby and check of employes, 
does believe, however, that at least 
75° of the increase is due to the 
Zuarantee. . 

So far, the Ralph Goldberg cir- 
cuit in Omaha; the J. M. Savage- 
Crescent Amus. Co. Nashville, 


Tenn.; and the Rivoli, Toledo, have 
written him for permission to use 
the idea. 











the | 


_ | participating. 
After three weeks of guaranteeing | 


prize, if| 


New York Theatres 





No Duals Here 


Claremont, Calif., Dec. 5. 


There'll be no double bills in 
this town’s first picture house 
now under construction. Lease 
restricts bookings to single fea- 
tures. 

Population is 3,000. 








Tums on Tues. 


Columbus, Dec. 5 

Directors of the Ohio ITO have 
decided that theatre owners in the 
state can recover much of Tuesday 
night business lost to the ‘Pot of 
Gold’ radio program by fighting 
fire with fire. According to tenta- 
tive plans each theatre will pay 
double the amount of the Tum’s 
pot in event the ‘winner’ is in the 
house. The campaign, headed by 
ITO secretary P. J. Wood, will be 
open to all Ohio motion picture 
houses. 

Financing of the project is to be 
by an assessment on each theatre 
Wood said they hope 
the Dec. 12 


Fighting 


to get underway with 
program. 


Games Hit in Philly 
Philadelphia, Dec. 5. 
Operators of theatres in Delaware 
County, the last stronghold for 
bingo and bank nite in this section, 
are expecting the axe to fall at any 
moment following the order by the 


District Attorney that games were 
taboo in churches and American 
Legion posts, ete. The prosecutor's 
ukase did not mention picture 


theatres but the exhibs believe thei: 
turn will come soon. The ops were 
told privately that they could keep 
the games running until some direct 
complaint was made against them 

With legionnaires and church peo- 
ple disgruntled at shutting off of 
their lucrative games, it is expected 
the complaints will come from these 


sources soon. 

Bingo and banko were nixed in 
Philadelphia and Montgomery 
County by the courts almost two 
years ago and appeals have been 
taken to the State supreme court. 


state-wide 


A} 
AbdoUt a 


So far ne 


decision has 
been made t 


third of the 


venine eunenseneennaseennneneces 
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<tate’s 67 counties still allow the | 

games, but pressure against ened e e - 

increases daily, A [ = ] f S f C f 

Newspapers have kidded District n l rus ul er ati 

Attorney W. B McClenahan, of | Continued teen ones * 

Delaware County, for his drive 

against binge. The county, particu-| of every witness that the Govern-| mation is requested as to the first 

larly the city of Chester, is notorious | ment will rely on. The next question | borrowing by the companies, to- 


seeks the same information concern- 
ing independent producers, who due 
| to the jnaccessibility of an open mar- 
Wis. Bingo Ban | ket, decreased or quit the produc- 

Milwaukee, Dec. 5. | tion of independent films. 
3ingo will be the attraction in the 


for its wide-open gambling houses 
and horse-race bookie joints. 


Appeal 


on Dec. 8, local theatre operators} were blocked from securing product 
having been advised that is the date| is asked, regarding first run Metro- 
set for arguments on the legality of} politan houses which, because of 


the game, as result of an appeal from/ non-affiliation, have been forced to 
the decision of the Milwaukee circuit! discontinue activities since 1933. 
court, Each defendant who participated 


Charles W. Trampe, owner of the; in 
Climax and Rainbow theatres, dis- 
tributor of Monogram Pictures, and 
head of Film Service, Inc., as front 
man for the theatre interests, re- 
cently obtained an injunction from 
Judge Charles L. Aarons to prevent 
the playing of bingo in Bahn Frei 
Hall, the court holding the games 


the monopoly is to be named, 
with the location of names of each 
of the theatres which constituted the 
monopoly. Each instance of how the 
monopoly originated and was con- 
tinued is sought. This includes such 
items as priority, rights to product, 


clusion, reducing independent to 
constituted gambling and were aj/second, or subsequent run, product 
public nuisance. The theatre men|of the independent before they were 
took matters to court after they had} thus reduced, the run he had been 
been singled out for attack for per- | accustomed to receiving, rental 
mitting bingo, banko and other forms! terms, clearance and zoning, which 
of promotion in their houses, con-j| are harsh or arbitrary, acquisition or 
tending they had as much right to| building of opposition theatres, di- 
sponsor these pastimes as had the! vision of films among the 
operators of various private halls. etc. 
Williams Reopens House 
Buffalo, Dec. 5. !director, technician, or any other 
Amherst (formerly Park) reported | person having value in the produc- 
to be reopened by George Williams, | tion of films, who was placed under 
“To ‘thes tcc Metric smanager | Somtract for the purpose of prevent- 
and wife, spe y ‘ : 
‘ citing Meabaoies Geakar Ge order | the services of that person. All de- 
to see Ted, Jr., play football with St. | tails concerning any such transaction 
Joseph's. | are sought. 
Hollywood, Lackawanna, will be| The subject shifts to block book- 
reopened by Dipson-Basil. 








of Alberts theatre, Lancaster, now} Forcing 
with M-G locally. 
The family of 
manager of the 
moved to Buffalo. 


of shorts and 


Richard 
20th 


Kemper, | 
Century, has 
imposing 


ecaniiiiiaiaien strictions. 
Stahl’s 3d House rentals, etc. 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 5. ta 


John Stahl, who already owns two Gov't Files Its Re Edited 
¥ P S its a 


clearance re- 


harsh 


zoning o1 
imposing 


houses, the Stahl and Elite in near- 

by Homestead, expects to build a ° ° 

third there shortly. List of Interrogatories 
H. C. Bondurant, manager of | ee ae : 7 

Manos theatre in Eliwood City, Pa.,| , Revised and bg dited interroga- 

won first prize in Manos circuit's} ©™ es, some 95% in number, were 


annual $1,500 Good Will contest for | S¢Tved Monday (4) by the U. S. on 
managers. George Kerr, Homer|all corporate defendants. The Gov- 


City, and E. M. Dock, Vandegrift,;ernment’s questions covered six 
were runners-up, and other cash| branches of the film industry, or- 
awards went to Dick McCool, La- | ganization. production lending of 
trobe; Harry Alberts, Hollidayeure:/ to tent and production assets, distri- 
Blairsville and Bill Bryan Elkins, | Ution, exhibition and history. ' 
W. Va. , ’ The questions are similar in a 
Lease on Clay, in Claysville, Pa.,| 8T@at many cases to those served 
held by Eugene DeFallo, terminated, 0n the defendants several months 


Jast week, and owner has no plans /|ago, but have been simplified, and re- 
for future. Understood house, now} duced in so far as the number of 
will be opened by A.| years are concerned, making an- 
the owner, of Warren, O. swering them much easier, 


Flock of big remodeling jobs now The first phase, organization. re- 
| under way in this territory. Among ty aes heusti 4 ems : 
| houses getting new faces are Or- quests an exhaustive study of how 

‘ : ‘ ; nt : any started mes 
pheum, Clarion; Paramount, on| ©# h company got started, nam<¢ 


| North Side here: Manos in Indiana;| Places, and dates of each branch of 


and the Manos-Lipsie in Vander-| its offices. Some 26 cities are in- 
grift. cluded in the questionnaire, which 
— will be regarded as a cross-section 

Centralizing Milwaukee Exchanges | of the country. All stock trans- 
Milwaukee, Dec. 5. |actions are to be disclosed with 

RKO is spending approximately | names of all officers, directors, and 


at W. State and i. Eighth’ aad tice of assets. Each defendant's gross in- 
pects to move in shortly after Jan, | Come from 1935-1938 is also sought. 
1. It adjoins the new Metro estab-| It is understood that the Govern- 
lishment with Fox, Universal, Mono-| ment will seek to find out why an 
gram and Film Service, Inc., already | industry, whose annual turnover is 
|its immediate neighbors, all in mod-| in excess of $500,000,000, shows such 
umbia “and United Asticts: mow ‘lo.| 2 Small profit in return. Questions 

. see Whe dealing with each company’s interest 








BETTE DAVIS 
ERROL FLYNN 
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Marx Bros, 
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“Destry Rides Again” 


with 
MARLENE DIETRICH 
JAMES STEWART 


UNITED RIVOLI 


ARTISTS 
Osors Open 2:20 A.M 


Broadway 
at 4%th St 


MIONITE SHOWS 


cated in this block, as also is War-) .- 
in subsidiaries, o1 


which other coneerns are 








DONA USIC HALL | 


HELD OV a 
Paul Muni in 


“WE ARE NOT ALONE” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 





ners now is even further re- 
moved, so eventually the corner will! 4/80 On the list. It is considered 
be the absolute center of ail film | Probable that here the U. S. wil] at- 
distribution in this territory tempt to show how major company 
e oa ofric lal: n out coiutracis Lo ri - 
Jack Chaiman Upped tive and friends, for work outside 
; San Antonio, Dec. ‘ the industry, but es ‘lial to it, ane 
- Inte rstate city manager E. E ( Ol- | receive portions of the profits for 
lins me.cd Jack Chalman, fer six themselves. T! ; ee ; 
years , .d of the advertising andj, “ ew . Steg bade tOCcK- 
publicity office here, to the home holder ae Ons in the past lew years 
office at Dallas. Clarence H. Moss, | #84@inst the majors will be the basis 
| identified with the local theatres fo: for this action. 
the past 12 years, assistant to Chal- Preduction 
man, becomes chief. . os 
Richard T. Betts, former ad sales | Production activities, the second 


joins as to Moss. 1930-1938 including the title, 


of stars and feature players, 


assistant names 


and the 





Sympathy Strike Over name of the distributor, 





“THE | MARTIN 
GREAT Allan 

VICTOR | ones 

HERBERT” | GREEN 


A Paramount Picture} and His Orch. 





| Massillon, O., Dec. 5. ‘} B iigrise a! = 
Workers on the new een Dac Shar 
house here, who were 
sympathy strike since Nov. 
work, E, 

for the truckers, has | 
Workers were out here, 


: ;sOund” stages and 
rh- | 
Skirball ; number of shorts and 


Pe sp newsreels pro- 
a d P } 

yixd uced, and the approxim: um- 

22. have approximate num 


A. Weekly | ber of persons employed in produc- 
~.| tion are requested. 


Lending of 


j} returned to 
| business agent 
announced. 


talent and production 


pending an agreement between the| assets, combined, make up the third 
Common Laborers’ Union of Steu-}| group. The origin of lending of talent 








Pp A R A MO U N T TIMES benville ‘ ith the Johnson Lumber|is sought by requesting the date | 
| squake & Supply Co. there. stars or feaiured players were first 
cai eR |loaned. All cases since 1933 are 
Bryant’s New House yet “a —" |be listed. All particulars of le 
Charlotte, N. C., Dec. 5. Plas: Pe anger ype Moet LP, ad ,| deal including the names, date, pe-| 
| Contract has been awarded and on a reopened a ‘Karl camuae. | riod of Joan, name of producer to 
work begun on the theatre which forme! owner of the : Hub hae whom the loan was made, pictures in 
R. E. Bryant will build at Rock Hill,| pee, renovaied end entirely re-| connection with the loan. terms. etc.. 
S. C., April 1. Will seat 70 eqgiinnec are askec Exactly the P 


Same inior- 


The name of all theatres, their op- 
Wisconsin supreme court at Madison! erators, and the period of time they | 


reference, reserving of product, ex- |. : 
- . ’ | this case the majors 


majors, | 


Then the majors seek to know the. 
/names of each star, featured player, | 


, theatre controlled or owned 


|ing an independent from securing | 


' rangement, 


ing, and the earliest date when that | 
Bobby Alberts, formerly operator | practice was put into effect is sought. | 
newsreels, | 
;compelling an independent to agree | 
on non-profitable days to play films, | 


film | 


manager of Paramount’s local branch, | 8'OUP, asks for films produced from | 


gether with all cases since 1933. Both 
lending and borrowing as i 
stages or equipment 
group of questions. 
Simplifying It 
| Distribution activities constitute 
| the next step. Here all features dis. 
| tributed for the 1936-37 season are 
| asked for, with the titles, name of 


| 
sound 


concludes this 


| producer, names of stars, national re- 
|lease date, total number of show- 
|ings in the U. S., and total film 


| 


| rentals in the U. S. 

Greatly reducing the amount of 
work required, the Government then 
names four cities, New York, Phila- 
delphia, Kansas City and Atlanta, 
Each company is given a list of five 
pictures they distributed, and asked 
to specify as to each of them. In 
are asked to 
list separately all revenues received 
by each of the five from affiliated 
theatres, and then non-affiliated 
theatres for first and subsequent 
runs. Shorts and newsreels are 
listed, but only for the 1936-37 sea- 
son, in which the same questions 
are asked, Proportionate revenue, 
from the various key centers are 
asked to be identified by charts, 

Exhibition activities, the next 
heading asks for the names of each 
by the 


defendants. They are asked the na- 


ture of their interest, seating capac- 


ity, admission prices, etc 

Each instance of a pooling ar- 
joint venture, or any 
other control of a theatre exercised 
by a major over a theatre not owned 
is also requested. The same ques- 
tions are then asked regarding each 
of these theatres. 


Suit Against Balto Exhibs 


Baltimore, Dec. § 
The Frank H. Durkee and Louis 
Rome chains of local nabes were 


charged here this week with conspir- 
ing to viclate the anti-trus 
Suit entered in U. S. court 
by the Linden theatre, another nabe 
charges chains with tying up 
film distributors and 
c eate a monopoly withhold 
product. Complaining theatre claims 
it does not have the right to bid in 
open competition for films and can 
play only after chains have first pre- 
sented pix and they are cut of daie 

Rome and Durkee are said to con- 
trol 32 of the 78 local nabes Part 
of suit asks that defendants be €n- 
joined from building any other the- 
atres. 


} 
maws 


district 


with 
producers t« 


and 


Coverage of War 
Plenty Costly For 
Yank Newsreels 


Coverage of the present European 
war is the most costly the newsreels 
have encountered in years 
ing the Sino-Japanese 
Spanish civil war and 
Ethiopian campaign. The hig 
items of expense are not for actual 
footage or cameramen’s pay, accord- 
ing to newsreel executives, but for 
expensive cables, transportation by 
couriers in 


exceed- 
the 
the lialo- 


conf ct, 


re ST 


warring zones, necessity 
for developing and printing eact 
clip for censorship in country of 
origin, and the transportatior 


bill for 
geiting footage across the Atlantic 
The American newsreels are abo 


convinced that the surest method of 
getting newsree over trom Europe 
is by Clipper plane service Minis is 


1.000 


charge ; 


a heavy 
$100 or more, This 
not so prohibitive, but whe 
to the costly earlier handling it 
runs into big coin when do: 
ly or twice per week 


expense feet costs 
Ole S 
aOa€ ( 


€ week- 





Release Lensers in Brusseds 
Brussels, Dec. 8. 
The seven newsreel cameramen 
who were jailed here when an ‘in- 
vasion’ of Belgium was threatene¢ 
have been released. Jailing of pho- 
tographers was merely routine, thie 
Belgians not wanting any of thei! 


|pictures to get out of the country. 
After their negative had been 
grabbed, they were released when 


| officials got around to it. 
'a strict newsreel 
been clamped on. 

Life, Time and Fortune’ pho- 
tography setup, for covering the 
| European war, is conceded to be ihe 
most elaborate of any. Correspond- 
ents here, who've been in every s¢€c- 
tor, claim that a representative ¢f 
one of the three magazines his bee: 
encountered in every key city vis 

) the belligerent area. 


Since then 
censorsnig has 


ANA) 
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The Local Program Director’s Dilemma 


The heartbreak of the local radio program direc- 
tor often consists in this: his station is sinfully pros- 
perous and no thanks to him; worse than that, its 
plans and its prospects and the probabilities of its 
continuing contentment have little or nothing to do 
with anything he is doing or may do. He knows 
this, the management knows it, everybody knows it. 
And so he weeps on the bartender’s shoulder. 


At least there used to be the mornings and the 


afternoons and the sustaining fillers. But more and 


more the mornings belong to Procter & Gamble and 
the afternoons to Sterling Products. Sustainers are 
killed by the remote control death rays of network 
contracts. The station keeps a musical conductor 
to have a fourth at bridge 


The program director can’t ask, and doesn’t ask, 
his boss to quibble with prosperity. It may sadden 
a showman to have studio C used for ping pong. He 
may see the organ under a canvas shroud as a foot- 
note to his own unhappy fate. But the boss looking 
at the bank account thinks all is well in the best of 
ali possible radio systems. And its hard to argue 
with a yacht. 


The dilemma of the program director reposes in 
the contrast between his own zest for action and his 
boss’ indifference. When the boss is one of the rare 
personalities that doesn’t want to keep all his eggs 
in the network basket then perhaps there is some 
scope for the creative ven 

During 1939 some program directors were called 
into the front office. They mumbled to themselves 
as the rf wen, “W ell, maybe it's all for the best.’ In- 
stead of being kissed off the payroll the boss was 
sympathetic. ‘You've been complaining you haven't 
enough to do,’ said he. “Well, w e’re setting aside 
10:45 p.m. Saturday night for culture. From now 
on you have an additional title: you're the educa- 
tional director!’ 


The program director brightened. ‘Say, that’s a 


good idea—who suggested it? 

‘The network.’ 

‘Oh,’ said the program director 

He and the program director of the rival station 
play golf a lot in the afternoons. In the mornings 
he is called in on a conference on where to put chain- 
breaks when there ain't any chainbreaks. Or maybe 
there’s a sarcastic telegram from Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert to answer. The P. D. vaguely wonders 
what will happen if the network should break down. 
He’s haunted for fear somebody would grab the 
first transcription off the pile to fill the emergency 
and it turn out to be ‘Chandu the Magician.’ 


With pad and pencil through the gray hours be- 
fore cocktail time the reckoning goes on—how 
much, oh how much are we losing—on paper. And 
me, says the P. D. to himseli, with great ideas! 
Sold out to the networks, bulging with daytime 
serials. Sluggishly the  siream-of-consciousness 
throws up card rates, discounts, recapture clauses 
graduating scales, first 20 hours, second 20 hours. 
Gone are the glamorous day s—ifor the P, D.—when 
the station did exciting things, wired Batten Barton 
Durstine & Osborn that here, at last, was a local 


eee . oie £2 cm ff ; 7. “Ht] 
program WwW ith eyervtiiinge C ycotde are the CiVi 


minded programs, the gay interviews with people 
down in sewers and up on top of flagpoles. 


It’s getting so bad sponsors are crowding in, de- 
manding local option time for their network shows. 
Count on a big national advertiser to act just like a 
big national advertiser. Who wised them up? 
Everybody wants what the station has got. Except 
its code. 

The program director may say to himself: ‘Sure, 
I got a streamlined office, but what good is it to me? 
The radio kiddie in the most obscure advertising 
agency has more prestige. Any smart ingenue 
would give me the ha-ha. She doesn’t want to meet 
me, she wants to meet Mickey Scopp.’ 


But the most unhappy thought of all is this: what 
does the future hold for a local program director 
who doesn’t sing tenor or control a good gambling 
game for radio? 

Does a seli-respecting program director have the 
stomach nowadays to tune in his own station dur- 
ing the daylight hours? Those mush-brained con- 
tinued stories threaten his confidence in democracy 
and, after all, he is the Director of Educational 
Broadcasts exclamation point. What plots. How 
Mother O’Brien and her five adopted kids (from a 
Jewish orphanage) paid off the mortgage. How 
plain Jane got a job. How the lady doctor oper- 
ated on her lover (and was she surprised) and saved 
his life. Just tune in any time, any day and pick 
the plot up where you left it—discouraged with the 
human race. 


But let’s not be too serious like a radio program 
devoted to ‘democracy.’ Let’s retain our noncha- 
lance and our wholesome respect for dollars and 
cents. Actually it has always to be remembered 
that broadcasters did not go into broadcasting to 
produce programs but to sell time. Any thought 
of building the show for the advertiser was an after- 
thought. Nor does the average affiliated station 
have any artistic pretentions. Afiiliation with a net- 
work has, as a chief charm, the availability of a 
central source of fill-in programs through a tele- 
phone patch-board. 


} 


It’s easy to be a bit beside-the-pointish in this 


matter of showmanship. Nevertheless many sta- 
tions have thrown away or not valued their pro- 
gram and talent facilities ©O that, ever more st 


-ndent on the networks. The networks 


they are dep 
like that. And they should. But whether it’s smart 
for the stations is something else. It’s significant 
that the stations are beginning to complain about 
the heavy day tine load, the unbalance of sneel talk 
among the network programs, the national pressure 
on local cption time, the embarrassing lack of open- 
ings for the things the station often wants to do. 

In the realm of nightime radio the networks were 
uniquely the instrumentality for big, pretentious 
entertainments, the guarantee of the big national 
audience, the assurance of prestige and importance 
of all radio as an advertising medium and as a popu- 
lar amusement form. The local stations could not 
compete with the networks or the big advertisers 
on nightime stuff. But the daytime originally was 
anybody's time. It did not reach its present state 
of cluttered dramatic inconsequence until-the last 
ror two. Most of the stations seemingly saw 


' ° 1 1 
the davtime not as something for themselves t 


control and exploit but as just so many wide open 
hours to be filled. If the networks could jam it up 
with commercials that was dandy. And now its 
jammed up all right. 


It is a well known fact that office boys, no matter 
how smart, often have to leave and collect their cash 
reward elsewhere. ‘The boss, even years later, still 
can't get out of the habit of thinking of him simply 
as the lad set to guard the postage stamps. It’s been 
something like that with the program director of 
many a local station. Originally the job was rated 
by management as the clerk in charge of chimes. 
First from necessity and later from habit the job 
was one of the least-paid berths on the staff. The 
man or woman whi has the title today often suffers 
as lineal descendant of the original clerk with the 
chimes. This is no flight of fancy but a realistic 
rendering of one element of ownership attitude to- 
ward the program director. Toco long and from too 
far back ownership has reserved the star boarder 
privileges for the salesman, who seemed then, as he 
still does, the most practical and self-justifying 
member of the payroll. 

The fairly persistent neglect of local program cre- 
ation (other than one-time special events) reflects, 
on the whole, an uncongenial attitude by top man- 
agement. All too commonly the occasional halt- 
hearted excursion into ‘showmanship’ has been 
spiritual kin to that dispirited Elmer Blurp char- 
acter of Al Pearce who says ‘you-wouldn’t-think- 
Trifling risks de- 


manding magnificent and immediate response on the 


this-was-any-good-would-you ? 


penalty of being cancelled in two weeks does not 
represent an environment likely to foster much. 

[t is precisely because most broadcasters regard 
themselves as simply sellers of time and are so quick 
to alibi their lack of programming facilities, plans 
or accomplishments that those stations that do carry 
out something showmanly are likely to stand out. 
In the final essence showmanship means person- 
ality and a radio station can personalize itself in 
no more genuinely impressive way than in the pre- 
sentation of locally-produced programs. At such 
‘s to be NBC, CBS or MUS 
moments, itself. 


moments a station cea 


and becomes, for a fe 


Building local programs is doing it the hard \ ay. 
It is the way that mar 


1 


v stations frankly duck. Some 
nd don’t talk about it. Others 


duck and rationalize their behavior as a realistie 


of them just ducl 


adjustment to external pressures. Why, they say 
i to do something—produc- 
tion—that will inevitably be a shoddy second best, 
that few national advertisers will encourage, that 
will merely eat up funds and drive up overhead, 
They'll convince you in black and white with crush- 
ing quotes from the auditor that they are right and 
that the whole empliasis upon local production is 
silly and pointless. It still seems kinda vital to 
VARIETY. 

One final comment on the plaques: Vakrtety 
rather exhaustively combed the country in the hope 
of finding an impressive example of showmanship 
in the specialized field of educational radio. There 


was much activity reported during the year and 


7 


undoubtedly this torm of radio is on the upbeat. 


Hlowever, nothing to warrant a p':que was noted, 
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First of all: the main purpose of 
dhe Variety Showmanship Survey 
fiom iis inception in 1933 to this 
piesent (seventh annual) report has 
been to focus attention upon and en- 
ceurage interest in certain radio sta- 
tion management problems. To ‘get 
the point’ here it is necessary to con- 
cede as a preliminary truism that 
there has always been, and still is. 
# type of radio station management 
which is—not to mince words— 
asleep standing up. 
neither in the beginning 
mor in 1939, was there any intention 
on Variety's part to praise mere 
‘stunting’ or to identify the honor- 
eble designation of showmanship 
with the swivel chair brainwaves of 
ihe special events departments. A 
good deal of sheer silliness was 
palmed off as showmanship in recent 
years and there has been a regret- 
sble confusion of thinking and term- 
defining. Suffice that by every 
means of blunt-speaking and heavy 
black underscoring VARIETY has, in 
1939, made it clear and unmistakable 
that crazy stunts are belittled, not 
played up, in this Survey and that 
they are judged with a jaundiced 
eye looking for their (the stunts’) 
justification. 

Thirdly: the questionnaire form 
employed this year has been set up 
Vike an X-ray to penetrate press 
ageniry and get at fact. One broad- 
cast executive called the question- 


Secondly: 


naire ‘as peremptory as a spitting 
cai. Which it probably was since 


the whole purpose was to get the 
viations to give answers pertinent to 
1939 and recent activity and not to 
Z0 into an old song and dance based 
on market data and engineering 
paiter. 

Fourthly: these surveys are critical 
and cannot well be otherwise. They 
have in the past stirred some criti- 
cism of Variety itself. That, again, 
could hardly be otherwise. Because 
they are critical VARIETY has to take 
the blame and because they are out- 
spoken and finger-pointing none of 
the persons among informed sponsor 
organizations and among advertising 
agencies (time buyers, etc.), to whom 
Variety turns for expert corrobora- 
tion and collaboration are willing to 
be publicly identified. (The privi- 
leve of submitting the station’s own 
story was granted to the local broad- 
easter after the first three years in 
order to meet an objection that the 
station should have a chance to speak 
in jis own right.) 


Fifihly: this annual survey is an 
imperfect and an incomplete under- 
taking. Variety has tried to make it 
better each year but is fully con- 
scious (more so naturally than any- 
body elise) of its limitations. It can 
only be reiterated that it is an at- 


tempt to see the tendencies of show- 
manship practice among radio sta- 
tions and to single out distinguished 


examples of station operation and by 
the spotlighting of the subject in gen- 
eral, and particular case histories il- 
Justrative thereof, to stimulate more 
thought on showmanship, which is 
simply one approach to the problem 
@f operating in ‘the public conveni- 
ence, interest and necessity.’ 
Inevitably there may be some local 
resentment at the mental picture of 
# vroup of New Yorkers loosening 
the pezrl buttons on their waistcoats 
end going into a conference on who's 


who and what’s what among radio 
stations scattered over the consider- 
eble surface of these federated com- 


monwcalths. It’s just a wee mite pre- 
sumptious. Don’t accuse us. We ad- 
mit it already. 
However it’s our pet eccentricity 
In the very early days of radio 
breadcasiing the key to the popu- 


Joriiy of a radio station usually was 
Sis physical position or wave length 
plus the power, dependability and 
clarity of the signal its enginee 
stafi achieved. 

Later the popularity of a station 
@erived largely from the network. or 
central program source, it belonged 
to, and if it had no network affilia- 
tion its audible personality was ex- 
pressed solely in phonograph record- 
ings interspersed with advertising 
announcements. 

Today the quality of transmission 
§s sii] important, but its importance 
js taken for granted.. Stations are 
expected to be beyond serious criti- 
cism in engineering. Network con- 
mection is still important, too, but 
there again the importance is oiten 
taken tor granted. 

What distinguishes one loca! sta- 
tien from another today? Variety 
believes it is the combination of arts 
and activities which, taken together, 
we cal] showmanship 

And 
lant: 


ing 


show manship 


why is 
What 


Impor- 
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ignificance does it have 
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ation Activity During 1939 _ .:. 


bevond merely saying that an able, siderable 
program @irector is more desirable through 
than an inexperienced and inexpert 


one? 


Why showmanship? Why energy? 
Why anything? 

Showmanship is not mysterious 
highbrow or theoretical. If it has to 
be related to salesmanship the link is | 
clear. Continuous enhancement of 
the property, deliberate exploitation 
of all legitimate openings and a little 
imagination pays dividends. 
Washintgon politics are influenced 
by local showmanship when intelli- 
gently coordinated. 


Showmanship perhaps 
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advertising attracted 
these indigenous 
Station spread a tenacle into Dead- 
wood, nearby town, opening a studio 
in the hotel there. During a state 
American Legion convention KOBH 
made a deal to 
Main Street store window and be- 
came one of the big doings. It made 
| make-shift arrangements in the dis- 
tant Black Hills to air-report a forest 
fire. 

Some or all of what KOBH did is 
standard 
nection with the size of the commu- 
nity it seems provocative evidence 
of the nature of present-day man- 
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features. | 


broadcast from a} 


radio practice but in con- | 


The omekoee Ranch e AETe 


| evitably there is some element of, sist civic organizations in the prep- 


‘social-mindedness’ in truly broad- 
| gauge station operation. More anc 
more in the years to come stations 


| subject to increasingly penetrating 
| analysis. It, therefore, behooves sta- 
tions to give thought. Luck may 


not forever protect the take-all-give- 
nothing broadcaster. Among other 
discerned developments these were 
| characteristic of 1939: 

I 


directors 


Educational were ap- 


pointed by stations, a few hired spe- 
cially, most of them appointed from 
among staff members. 
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brightest when a previously dull and 


sloppy station comes alive under the 
magic hypodermic of new and zestful 
management. Take a minor station 
in a minor market and contemplate 
the mathematical re litthe 
turpentine on a short, 
take WQDM, St. Albans, Vermont. 
In May, 1938, there was only one 
quarter hour a week = sponsored. 
Every other cent of advertising reve- 
nue came from announcements. Then 
new management came in, 


sults of a 


lazy nag—in 


Station sales rep who knew radio 
and had some imagination. Today, 


18 months iater, the 
hours of programs. 
In far-off places the spark of en- 
terprise is fanned into flame in sun- 
dry ways, often with a first rate, if 
necessarily coin-shy, kind of show- 
manship. Take, as a small example, 
KOBH, Rapid City, South Dakota. 
That is not a station often on the 
tongues of national spot buyers, but 


station has 22 





agement in small 

from any big ones, 
VARIETY makes 

plaques 


towns a long way 


awards of special 
(see reduced facsimile 
this page) ithin 12 ela 
but Variety itself would not b« 
showmanly if it rigidly limited itself 
to fixed categories. Whenever in any 
yearly manifestations of a 
showmanly policy or flair are noted 


on 
ssifications 


cirvev 
aUlLYCY 


|a plaque may be designed to recog- 


a former | 


it probably gets more than iis share | 


of community word-of-mouth. Dur- 
ing the past year this station devel- 
oped a program filler of local interest 
in home softball games, A 
announcer was hired and con- 


town 


spol! ts 


, mined. 

All sorts of related matters are 
loosely brought together under the 
convenient but partly-elusive term 
‘showmanship.’ Variety offers for 
those who prefer it the alternative 
symbol], ‘station personality In- | 


nize such enterprise. Thus there 
may, from time to time, be awards 
to sponsors, agencies, networks, even 
those outside the immediate confines 
of commercial radio. 


But fundamentally the plaques are 
offered as tokens for the further en- 
couragement of station 
for it is through the station manage- 
ment of the 750-odd stations of the 
United States that the ultimate des- 
tiny of broadcasting under the so- 
called American way will be deter- 


management | 











i] 
increasingly sent 
speakers to tell the 
of radio sympathetically 
II] 
increasingly be 
standard station 
IV 
A considerable number of sta- 
tions that had previously ignored the 
outlying zones began cultivating the 
farmers as the plow-jockeys loomed 
large as a circulation bonus in cov- 


Stations 
luncheon 


out 
story 


Mobile 
carne 


WiHiLls 


equipnie nt 


erage. 

In Norfolk Station WTAR has set 
up a ‘Program Planning Director 
, who creates a pool of program ideas 
.from all available sources—such as 
trade papers, staff members, services, 
other stations, adapting and localiz- 


ing the ideas and creating a perma- 
nent file.’ This sums up pretty clear- 
, ly and practically the ideal of station 
alertness to what is going on in the 
realm of programming outside its 
own zone. 
The same station 


manager, Camp- 


bell Arnoux, has also provided a 
twist to the educational thing Has 
a ‘Public Service Advisory Coun- 


selor’ whose respi ibility is to as- 


| ality 
are going to be (as they already are) | 


| sponsible 


| tighten the community laces. 
|; were brought in an ex-army officer 


aration of programs, 

A station may impress its person- 
upon the public in unique 
ways. KTSA, San Antonio, conduct- 
ed a crusade against ‘wrecker cars’ 
which while rushing to accidents 
themselves caused menace to life 
and limb. Dramatizing these irre- 
accident-chasers the sta- 
tion played a part in getting a new 
municipal ordinance forbidding 
wreckers to go to an accident unless 
summoned. 

Station KFPY, Spokane, by staff 
additions made in 1939 may be taken 
as typical of what the more alert 
stations were attempting to do to 
There 


as a raconteur, a lady exec to liaison 
both clubwomen and children activi- 


ties, a new staff music consultant, a 
new continuity editor, and, finally, 
the organizer of the local council of 
Jews and Christians to conduct a 


ctation forum. 


Local radio in the network town, 
New York City, differs markedly 
from the norm for the country at 


large. There is no station anywhere 
else operated quite like WOXR with 
its frank catering to the highbrow 
in books and music. WEVD, of So- 
cialist antecedents, is probably well 
ahead of the most advanced in terms 
of grappling with challenging issues 
of. the day. It has a Free Speech 
Forum conducted by an Episcopal 
cleric. It arranges three-party po- 
litical debate instead of the sedate 
and cautious common practice of 
limiting each broadcast to one view- 
point and giving another time to the 
rebuital. The station presented a 
Refugee Hour with Sigmund Spaeth 


as mc. and it ballyhooed democracy 


hard 

WNEW was much in the mazuma 
during the year and also made na- 
tional publications quite a_ bit, 


WMCA probably got the worst kind 
of publicity from year’s beginning 
to years end, WHN did nicely un- 
der Herb Pettey, WOR continued to 


be the town’s most pretentious all- 
around station. 
Stations in Oklahoma City seem 


to be keeping pace in the matter of 
servicing the community with pro- 
that are indigenous. Major 
publicity in the market is hogged by 
exploitation-minded. Change in man- 
agement has tended to perk up things 
at KOMA, whereas at KTOK ideas 
are in process of crystalizing and at 
KOCY, an intelligent attempt is be- 
ing made to develop a program pol- 
icy which won't exactly parallel 
those of its competitive outlets. 


grams 


WKY is the only station in the 
town with a mobile unit and it makes 
plenty, and selective, use of the con- 
traption. In co-ordinating its pro- 
motional activities with network 
commercials WKY has set a smart 
ace, and a similar nod is due in 
KOMA’ s direction 

KOMA makes lots of use of its 


quota of musicians and injects much 
keen thought in framing its educa- 
tional interpolations. KOCY’s strong 


emphasis on sports indicates that it’s 


out to capture a particular segment 
of listeners, while among KTOK’s 
topnotch bids for cerebral attention 
is its Family Life Radio Forum 
broadcast from the University of 
Oklahoma. 

Among stations (and typical of 
others) that showed evidences of be- 
ing unusually alert, enterprising and 
endowed with a keen concept of 
community howmanshi} Value 
were 

WHEC, Rochester—Clicks consist- 
ently on all cylinders whether it has 
to do with civic, special events o1 
sports broadcasts. Also applies a 
coodly sortment of ingenuity in 
building musical programs. Special 


bow due for its ‘A Day at City Hall,’ 
a 45-minute demonstration in high 
schools of radio operation with the 
station’s entire staff participating. 
This idea is not broadcast. 

WSYR, Syracuse—Continues to set 
the pace on special events and edu- 
cational programs. Turns out a slick 
promotional job, whether it involves 
tieup between national advertisers 
and local distributors or a_ local 
client of the station. 

WGST, Atlanta—It’s Atlanta Civic 
Chorus stanza rates plaudits. As a 
result of its successes with public 
events programs and station won the 
admiration of leading department 
store and the first contract that store 
had ever made with radio. 

WGAUV, Athens, Ga.—Though it’s 
been on the air only since 1938 this 
outlet has commendably carved out 

niche for itself in building strong 
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“. CITED FOR SHOWMANSHIP. .. 


Plaques annually awarded by Vakirty in con- 
junction with its radio showmanship survey are 
announced herewith. They include a special joint 
award to the Radio Corporation of America and its 
subsidiary, the National Broadcasting Company, 
for pioneering in the realm of television programs, 
a largely thankless and wholly unprofitable under- 
vaking which represents sheer investment, sheer 
venture and, in its best sense, sheer showmanship, 
Television today may be very little like television 
tomorrow. The rate of progress is sufliciently rapid 
to suggest that. Nevertheless RCA-NBC has by 
itselt advanced both the day 


station was given the network-managed designation. 

Three of the 1939 plaque winners are repeats. 
WLW, Cincinnati, has its third award, and WSM. 
Nashville, its second. While the judges were not 
without qualms that the 50,000-watter, as such, 
might seem to be running away with the awards it 
was impossible to deny the crushing weight of solid 
performance. WLW since its forced return to 50 
kw. has opened the valves and nothing comparable 
to the campaign that followed has come to the at- 
tention of the VARIETY survey since its inception in 
1933. WSM had no trouble in demonstrating a 


ments congenial to shows and talent. A man with 
a non-theatrical background, Arthur Church, has 
consistently stacked his chips on showmanship. It 
has paid oft handsomely. ‘The trade in general will 
hardly dispute the deservingness of KMBC to its 
award. 

For the newspaper-owned station award there 
were quite a number of well-operated units seriously 
in the running. The final choice of WMC, Mem- 
phis, will, in the east, seem less surprising perhaps 
than the duplicate award to far-off KFBK, Sacra- 
mento. There is alWays the feeling that the west 


haste TORR ORO OOOO kk coast is a strange zone of which 
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markedly during the year 1939 
that in testimony of both the 
etiort and the achievement a 
showmanship plaque is unques- 
tionably warranted. 

From the beginning of the 
New York World’s Fair and 
continuing thereafter on regu- 
lar schedule the RCA-NBC 
television program producers 
have, with the expected num- 
ber of errors among the many 
trials, steadfastly demonstrated 
ai ever-improving capacity for 
handling the new medium of 
communication and entertain- 
ment handed them by their en- 
gineers. .\ solid residue of ex- 
perience and technique has now 
been accumulated which will 
not only benefit RCA-NBC in 
the future development of tele- 
vision but will be an intangible 
asset in the portfolio of all 
other corporations or impresari 
that mav hereafter enter the 
new art. 

All of the persons who have 
contributed to the advance of 
television, as a future exten- 
sion of radio broadcasting, can- 
not be individually credited 
but it seems appropriate to 
mention several men in author- 
itv: \. Hl. Morton, Max Gor- 
don, Thomas Hutchinson, 

As to the radio stations here- 
by elected to the company af 
Variety plaque winners it is 
believed that all of the selec- 
tions will appeal to informed 
observers as plausible. As 
usual the task has been enor- 
mously difficult. Perhaps the 
difficulty is symbolically indi- 
cated in the final decision to 
accominodate the pressure 
within the farm service cate- 
gory by making three awards. 
There has been a great ificrease 
in the number of stations ap- 
pealing to the rural audience 
and in the methods and meas- 
ures now generally employed. 
An outside source, the Agri- 
cultural Marketing Service of 
the United States Department 
of Agriculture, reports that in 
the past two vears the number 
of stations carrying crop in- 
formation has risen by 160 and 
at present some 345, or nearly 
half the total of American 
provide profes- 
sional news to plow-jockeys. 
This is one suggestive facet. 

In several. cases stations that 
previously did little in rusticity 
1ave fundamentally redesigned 
basic policy. Such a station 


broadcasters, 
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Carolina and the activities 
adopted there to make the 50,000-watter mean more 
in the lives of the farmers appealed to the judges 
as showmanlv. KMA, Shenandoah, Ilowa, and 
WNAX, Yankton, South Dakota, which also reecive 
farm awards have, more steadily than WBT, been 
identified notably with the outlying districts. Lach 
station scemed a well-balanced examplar of the 
shrewd and the practical. KMA, a veteran, has the 
practiced hand of long experience and in its prest- 
dent, Karl May, has one of the authentic personal- 
ities of farm broadcasting. WNAX delinitely re- 
flects touches of the slick Cowles management into 
whose hands the station has passed. 

WBT, in winning a farm service award under the 
nianagement of Lincoln Dellar, repeats station his 
torv. While under William Schudt’s direction the 


WSM, Nashville 


WMC, Memphis 


WSUN, St. Pet 


WNAX, Yankton, S. D. 
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Plaques Awarded for 1939 


PROGRAM ORIGINATING STATION 


KMBC, Kansas City 
* * * 
PRESTIGE SUBSIDIARY STATION 


x * * 


NEWSPAPER-OWNED STATION 


* * * 


NETWORK-MANAGED STATION 
WRC-WMAL, Washington 
* 


* 
NATIONALLY-EXPLOITED STATION 
WLW, Cincinnati 

* 


* * 
COMMUNITY-EXPLOITED STATION 
KTSA, San Antonio 
* > + 


SPORTS STATION 
WWSW, Pittsburgh 


PART-TIME STATION 


* m7 
SOCIAL SERVICE STATION 
KOIN, Portland, Oregon 
* * + 


FARM SERVICE STATION 
KMA, Shenandoah, Iowa 


* 

CANADIAN STATION 

CFCF, Montreal 
* * oF 


SPECIAL AW ARDS 


RCA-NBC 


For Television 
Program Pioneering 


For Consistent 


claim to a place in the fastest company. Because of 


the very important advantage of being able to 
charge off to the parent, National Lite Insurance, 
some of the adventures of the child the station has a 
surprising range of showmanly activities. One or 
two of these seemed on the silly side to the judges 
but the accumulation of merit prevailed. 

In view of the fairly widespread neglect by sta 
tions of original program activities (as treated in 
the preface to this survey under the caption “Lhe 
local Program Director’s Dilemma’) those tew sta- 
tions which comport themselves in the time-hon- 
ored manner of showmen are not hard to distinguish 
in the throng of broadcasters whose motto is ‘so 
what? Whole attitude at KMBC, Kansas City, 
produces one of the industry’s few local enviror 


WRVA, Richmond 


KFBK, Sacramento 


ersburg, Florida 


WBT, Charlotte, N. C. 


Sponsor Showmanship 


not much is heard and, for that 
reason, not much is presumed 
to happen. The Sacramento 
ee station, however, has a 
very tightly integrated arrange- 
ment between paper-station- 
public. In this case the loca- 
tion of the station in a fairly 
self-contained rich valley has 
colored the picture with unique 
values that made an impres- 
sion. 

WRVA, Richmond, as an 
alert and many-sided organiza- 
tion spread out competitively in 
1939 and seemed on the w! ole 
a good example of showmanly 
behavior under the happy au- 
spices of a non-radio owner- 
ship. It accordingly was tagged 
for a prestige subsidiary token, 

KOIN, Portland, Oregon, 
appellation as ‘social service 
station’ may be interpreted as 
mirroring the judges’ respect 
for a nice all-around home town 
job. There wasn’t much to 
choose in the part-time cate- 
gory but WSUN, St. Peters- 
burg, Florida, made a _ case 
under admittedly - uninspiring 
handicaps (only three days a 
week). Because the funda- 
mental wish of the Variety 
awards is to encourage and 
stimulate that which is show- 
manly the WSUN plaque 
seems justified. The sports 
station award which has only 
been given twice may be abol- 
ished after this year (probably 
in favor of an educational 
award) so that WWSW, Pitts- 
burgh, may be the last winner. 
Its sports activities are varied 
and fairly smart. 


Pere eereolls sss 


\s regards Canada, where 
the rate of progress is neces 
sarily slower, Variety skipped 
awards in 1937 and 1938, but 
CCK seemed to be a ‘best’ for 
1939. The absence of any award 
this year for foreign-language 
stations foreshadows the prob- 
able abandonment of this cate- 
gory by Variety in 1940, 

Mention of the 1939 sponsor 
plaque is reserved to the last. 
\ vear ago VARIETY expressed 
professional appreciation for 
the showmanship of Lever 
brothers and Atlantic Kefin- 
ing. The thinking behind Va- 
kieTyY's decision to expand rec- 
ymition mto the field of the 
sponsor was not. surprising 
to those in the trade who re- 


member that this publication 


has steadtastly insisted that no 
sponsor spending millions of 
dollars on radio programs could 
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indefinitely continue to regard 
himself as divorced from all 
showmanly responsibility. 

The sponsor, not the advertising agency, must 
answer to the board. 

The consistency of Lucky Strike radio programs 
through the years and the continuance of this suc- 
cessful picking and supervising into 1939 (notably 
in the Kay Kyser stanza) strongly focused the at- 
tention of this survey upon the showman-sponsor, 
George W. Hill of the American Tobacco Co. Hill 
has been using radio shrewdly for a decade and al- 
most never has purchased popularity with exces- 
sively high-priced talent. On the whole, Lucky 
Strike shows have been moderate in cost, bespeak- 


ing showmanly union of cost and results. 
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(Continued from page 20) 
local loyalties through such 
grams as ‘Our Community Sing’ and 
‘Our Church of the Air.’ The for- 
mer, patterned along the lines of an 
old-fashioned country sing, brings 
on quartets, trios and various other 
combinations from many miles 
around, while for the ‘Our Church’ 
event it provides the music and radio 
sets for impromptu’ worshipping 
eroups in country schoolhouses, etc., 
where pastors are not available every 
Sunday. 

KARK, Liitle Rock—Is especially 
hot on promotion of national and 
local accounts and itself. Has an 
employment program that hits the 
bullseye and is on its toes at all 
times in the matter of public events 
and educational programs. 

KOMO-KJR, Seaitle—Merits a big 
bow for the sustainer, ‘Every Man's 
a King,’ which dramatizes the recre- 
ational facilities of the Pacific north- 
west and in a different way. 

The situation in Cincinnati often 
considered the most consistently 
spotlighted radio competitive center 
in the U. S. A. was amply described 
in considerable detail in one of Ed 
Grunwald’s recent special articles 
for Variety. It seems rather super- 
fluous to dwell so soon thereafter on 
the personalities and characteristics 
of the market. The town now has a 
second 50,000 watter, WCKY, which 
has moved over from Covington, Ky. 
WKRC is necessarily in an ‘in- 
between’ state due to its prospective 
transfer from CBS to local newspa- 
per ownership. WSAI under Dewey 
Long has done its very considerable 
best to become an entity in its own 
right apart from its Crosley big 


pro- 
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SOMEWHAT 
UNUSUAL 


(In 1939) 


GOFF 4 S444 Fes Sseee eee eee 


WADC, Akron, established studios 
in Cleveland for foreign language 
programs. 

KOB, Albuquerque, spent more 
than the entire national in- 
crease on trips by station manager. 

WFBR, Baltimore, initiaited uni- 
formed-guide tours through its plant. 

WBAL, Baltimore, exhibited a ra- 
dio news room in action and broad- 
cast same from downtown store win- 
dow. 

WGR-WKBW, Buffalo 
100,600 requests for 
ing with station staff. 

WLW, Cincinnati, awarded six 
months’ scholarships in its agricul- 
tural dept. to college students. 

WFAA, Dallas, was key link of a 
special web of 26 stations for a re- 
g#i0nal sponsor (Dr. Pepper). 

WHO, De: 


44444444444 


spot 


reported 
brochure deal- 


Moines, 


ceremonies, 
WXYZ, Detroit, had 175 employees 

















stayed open all | 
night to carry the papal coronation 


brother, WLW, which remains the 
heavy hitter. 

WLW in 1939 tackled a tough prob- 
lem, reorientation to 50,000 watts 
after the experimental operation in 
super-power ended. Once the FCC 
and the courts made the ruling and 
confirmed it. WLW promptly re- 
vised its tactics, tightened up for a 
socking bout to hold its preeminence 
against all comers. It has rechis- 
tened itself ‘The Nation’s most mer- 
chandize-able station’ and has been 
displaying plenty of fight, ingenuity 
and all-round showmanship. The 
sheer hydraulic pressure behind the 
1939 readjustment of WLW, the in- 
creased spread and sharpened im- 
pact of its respect-commanding ma- 
neuvers scarcely leaves much room 
for debate as to it being the best 
nationally exploited station of the 
year. 

WCPO, purely local, has made 
what seems an intelligent and well- 
balanced adjustment to its own pos- 
sibilities tand limitations) and the 
station is listed as one that perked 
up in 1939. 

In the Minneapolis-St. Paul area 
competition between WCCO and 
KSTP is so intense and determined, 
and the command in either camp is 
'so alert and enterprising, that lis- 
tening in the Minneapolis-St. Paul 
area must be consistently full of sur- 
prises if not exciting. It’s a rivalry 
evidently of little 


sire to make themselves an integral 
part of the community life and not 
merely channels for network com- 
mercials. The twosome prove to be 
on their toes whether it has te do 
with special events, educational or 
civic features, straight enterthinment 
or self-promotion. 

WCCO has the past year especially 
figured as a pointer-of-the-way in 
transmuting hard-to-sell periods into 
gold. It introduced a genuine va- 
riety of the sunrise species, which 
goes on at 6 a.m. and runs for 45 
minutes, Through its Saturday 
Opening House (9:15-10 a.m.) the 
station paved the way to making 
food merchants conscious of the 
value of Saturday morning time as 
a reminder for housewives on the 
verge of starting out for their week- 
end buying. It worked out a 
Sunday daytime news package, an 
item that can mean much to listen- 
ers in times of major events since 
there's a long hiatus of printed news 
once the Surday paper (often at 
10 p.m. Saturday) is put to press. 

Both WCCO and KSTP are con- 
stantly on the qui vive to infuse in- 
terest and appeal in their educa- 
tional and civic interludes. A WCCO 
winner in this department is its Min- 
neapolis High School Radio Work- 
shop, while KSTP can take bows on 
its ‘Tangled Lives,’ a dramatic pre- 
sentation of the problems of today’s 
youth by the NYA Radio Workshop 
KSTP studiously avoids the ‘stunt’ 
taint in its special event undertak- 
ings, and the ‘cutting room’ slant it 
gives its ‘Tales of Two Cities’ points 
up the station’s flair for editing and 


also 


most of them on programs. dramatic values. KSTP’s allotment 
WMPS, Memphis, developed a high | from the musicians union is sold to 
sehool singer, Kay Starr, good|a couple of commercials and has 
enough to play dates with Bob| been whipped into such shape as to 
Crosby and Glen Miller. be a welcome sustaining inning on 
WCAE, Pittsburgh, had 50,000, the NBC red network. 
registrations for its Junior Crime WCCO, KSTP and WTCN each 
Prevention Bureau. have mobile units and they're kept 
WEE]I, Boston, held a ‘perfect lips’) pretty much in use. WTCN puts in 
coniest and also broadcast the Doc-| much time on sports coverage and 
tors Symphony. Orchestra composed | with the right sense of values. Like 
entirely of M.D. 's. the other two network outlets, it 

















lost motion, of | 
wits kept razor-sharp and of a de- | 


SHOWMANSHIP _ 


' do credit to stations in more impor- 


| the middle of a good sustaining or 
participating program, and find that 


SURVE 








'lends a generous hand in giving a 
local promotional push to network 
commercials. As for publicity, the | 
edge is still WTCN’s, what with its 
ownership by 
newspapers. 


a couple of the local | 


Singularly little was done in 
1939 as between local stations 
and their national sales repre- 
sentatives to establish coordina- 
tion in attracting advertiser at- 
tention to home town programs. 
Some stations do make a prac- 
tice of preparing felios of avail- 
able lecal programs. There was. 
scattered mention of creating 
participation programs at ‘hard 
to sell’ times of the day or night 
at the suggestion of the sales rep 
in N. ¥. or Chi. 

Some towns change very little 
from year to year, such as Milwau- 
kee, for example. WTMJ apparent- 
ly has the town to itself on the sub- 
ject of community showmanship. Not 


that WISN isnt in there trying, | 
but WTMJ has worked out the 


play thoroughly and put it over in 
touchdown form. Considering the | 
circumstance that the town is in- 
evitably somewhat of an outpost of 
Chicago, WTMJ has ideas that would 


tant markets. 

Smartest trick marked up for the 
station is contained in its own re- 
port: 

‘In the past it was customary to 
give to the Red Cross, Community | 
Fund, ete., 15-minute spots, but we | 
found that few speakers could hold 
an audience. Therefore, we now give 
them a five-minute period right in 


this gives the organization much bet- 
ter results (and doesn't lose listeners 
for us).’ 

WJJD dominates in Chicago as the 
station most closely identified with 
Chicago community life. That qual- 
ity is the very blood and marrow of 
the station. Though privately owned, 


it ranks in the true sense as a mu- 
nicipal station. 

The NBC mo.’s, WMAQ and 
WENR, have snapped out of their 


local sloth of recent years and now | 
do far more than fill their unwritten 
requirements for the public weal, 
WLS, always a model of showmanly 
alertness, figuratively ignores the 
metropolis to gather the rural folk 
of the hinterland into the warmth 
of its informative entertaining and 
shopkeeping embrace. WBBM finds 
time out of its welter of network 
and local commercials to keep its 
listeners in touch with important 
special events, but none too imagi- 
natively, while WGN plods along, 
rather smugly the mouthpiece of the 
Tribune, with but an occasional 
burst of extra-curricular fire. WFAA 
caters handsomely to the live stock 
trade, and at odd moments plays 
grand opera recordings and airs the 
regular meetings of the 
Council on Foreign Affairs. 

WJJD doesn’t stop with its bang- 
em-up job on 
special events 


Chicago 


the educational and 
front. It fashions a 
species of entertainment not to be 
|found on the other local outlets, 
| WJJD has materially stepped up its | 
scope of civic service by assigning a 
sizeable staff to assist the ‘radio | 
chairmen’ of various organizations in 
putting on their programs, with the 
result that instead of public service 
being the low spot on the day’s 
schedule it has become the peak of 
the entertainment. WIND, its 
Sister station, retains its status as a 


day's 





|of promotion, In 


| talent to other and 


| lending their 


| sports specialist in strong form, and 


makes it pay added dividends by a 
consistent barrage of the right kind 
other words, the 
station has built itself a reputation 


| in one corner of the Jistener-bemus- 
| ing field and it knows how to sell it. 


No bet in merchandising co-op with 
the advertiser is passed up. 


During the past vear WLS intro- 
duced the idea of farming out its 
smaller stations 
With a mobile unit 
this mouthpiece of the 


for development. 
on the wing, 


| farmer kept in touch with practically | 
every public event that might be of | 


interest to its listener clientele, and 
this despite a heavy cash register 
schedule. It has its sales promotion, 


'on both national and local accounts, 


niftily co-ordinated, and has devised 


the programs that it takes to cash 
in on what others might consider 
hard-to-sell time. WLS still keeps 


clean of commercial usurpation that 


noon half-hour, the ‘Dinnerbill Pro- 
gram.’ It’s strictly for service and 


the station's 
tainment. 


idea of mealtime enter- 
Its publicity director goes 


| along with the production personnel 


on all 
pickups. 

WMAQ and WENR further escape 
tagging as just network outlets by 
facilities to covering 
the more important of local special 


outside-the-city program 


;}events and the development of stu- 
|dio programs 


that strike at com- 
munity interest. The tie-ins include 
university roundtables, the Chicago 
Historical Society, high schools and 


special civic celebrations. Local pro- 


motion and publicity is well in- 
tegrated. 

For WBBM the local commercial 
emphasis has been on sports pro- 


gram and it has done some pioneer- 
ing work in developing a cash value 
for Saturday morning spots. Its in- 
formative efforts are largely of the 
‘Meet Chicago’ and ‘Know Your Job’ 
type, with the broadcasts emanating 
from industrial plants, offices, 
The station's rep for promotional co- 
operation with both web 
customers remains solid. 
WGN's chief claim for 
during 1939 is the aid it gave Mutual 


and local 


in getting the exclusive rights to the | 


World Series broadcasts and in orig- 
inating the guessing 
and when its studio 


game, Musico, 


was thrown 


open for a 7:30 a.m. (Good Morning) | 


program 600 


event. 


persons flocked to the 

A pertinent factor in any 
of showmanship in 
the city’s proximity to New York. 
All four network origination sta- 
tions are readily tuned in 


estimate 
Philadelphia is 


Philadel- 


phia, so the local network outlets 
must battle a tendency of some 
hometown diallers to tune in New 


York direct. That is particularly true 
in the case of WFIL, which is af- 
filiated with NBC blue (WJZ) and 


Mutual (WOR), both of which have 
okay signals in Philadelphia. WCAU 
is aided by its own powerful trans- 


mitter 


(50,000 watts) in holding 
local CBS listeners and KYW is 
helped by the fact that its NBC red 
originating station, WEAF, is not 
too clear in the Philadelphia area. 
But in every case it must be re- 
membered that the three largest 
Philadelphia stations, WCAU, WFIL 
and KYW, must compete with their 
own networks as well as with their 
local rivals. 


In showmanship, Philly broadcast- 


ers, as elsewnere, get 


erally seem to 
f 


be coming of age That is, they’re 
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a Station Activity During 1939 — .:. 


realizing more and more that good 
showmanship is concerned with pro- 
ficient operation of the station, in- 
telligent programming, participation 
in local affairs and policies, rather 
than merely calling attention te the 
station, frequently by childish stunts 
and occasionally by becoming a pub- 
lic nuisance. Even so, two Philadel- 
phia stations this year called atten- 
tion to their own antics in the latter 
regard—one by blocking traffic with 
an outdoors loudspeaker for war 
/ bulletins, the other by sponsoring 
public dances that the police had to 
stop. There still remains the ex- 
ploitation executive's tendency to at- 
tach more importance to mention in 
the news columns than to the sta- 
tion’s prime function of supplying 
listenable programs, 

WCAU, which has better and more 
‘complete facilities than iis loeal 
rivals, continued to improve and in- 
crease those assets during 1939. It 
added another studio, bringing the 
total to 11 (the station is strong on 
various kinds of audience shows), 
improved its technical equipment in 
; several ways, employed another sta- 
‘tion supervisor, so one would be in 
charge during all broadcast hours, 
increased its hours on the air and 
greatly expanded its shortwave ac- 
' tivities. WCAU gives extensive cov- 
erage to sports, airing all the A’s 
and Phillies baseball games, Penn 
and pro football games and the usual 
assortment of local sport events, for 
Philadelphia is one of the most im- 
portant sports towns. Because of iis 
nearness to New York, the station 


(Continued on page 23) 
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: Reporting Mobile Unit 
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KSTP, St. Paul. 
WTCUN, Minneapolia, 
WTMJI, Milwaukee, 
WREN, Chicage 
WAAF, Chicage 
WMAYQ, Chicago, 
WENR, Chicago. 
Wis, Chicago. 
WGN, Chicago. 
WIID, Chicago. 
WIND, Chicage. 


WEIL, Philadephia 
WCAU, Philadelphia. 
WKY, Oklahoma. 

| WADC, Akron, 
WuST, Atlanta, 
WEBER, Baltimore 

| WSGN. Birmingham 

| WGR-WKBW, Buffalo 
WsOoc, Charlotte. 

j WVW, Cincinnati. 
WSAI, Cincinnati. 
WGAR, Cleveland, 
WHK, Cleveland. 
WRENS, Columbus, 
WEAA, Dallas, 
WHILO, Dayton, 

KOA, Denver. 

KFEL, Denver. 

KLZ, Denver. 
KSO-KRNT, Des Moines. 
WDAY, Fargo. 

KGKO, Ft, Worth, 
KFIJZ, Ft. Worth. 

WHE, Harrisburg, 
WODORC, Hartford 


WLRE, Indianapolis, 
KM Kansas City 
WHib, Kansas City. 
KNX, Los Angeles, 
KEI, Los Angeles 

KECA, Los Angeles, 
KH, Los Angeles, 

WAVE, Louisville 

Kila Mason City 
KPO-hGO, 


San Franctecc 


WM Memphis, 
WIiOD, Miami 
WSM, Nashville 
KDKA, Pittsburgh, 
WMRG, Richmonel 
KDYL, Salt Lake 
KSL, Salt Lake. 
KOMO-KJR, Seattle 
KERC, San Francisco 
KMA, Shenandoah, 
KFPY, Spokane. 
WSYR, Syracuse. 
W.ISV, Washington 


WNYC, New York. 


KANS, Wichita 


WSVN, Si Petersburg 
WRCE-WMAL, Wasi 
KOMO-KJR, Seat 


Previous Winners of H4Arz7Ty Plaques 
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(Program Tieups, Attention-Getiers ) 


BUILD AN IDEA FILE 


Various radio stations clip and paste on small cards suitable for box 
files the various program, civic gesture and novelty items as carried in 
this department of Variety. Point of having an idea file is that a good 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


possibility for local adaptation is often not practical for a station at | 


the time the item is published, but that later on it may be usable. 

Meantime Variety is always receptive to information of this char- 

acter, all of which contributes in the aggregate to better showmanship. 
+ 





What's Right with U.S.A. 
St. Louis. 

Carlin S. French, advertising man- 
ager of WTMV in Eas: St. Louis, is 
issuing a weekly mimeograph bulle- 
tin tagged ‘Good News of the Week,’ 
which comprises items from many 
parts of the U. S., based on authen- 
tie data, showing the upswing in 
biz. 

Bulletin is used by French’s sales 
force and distributed additionally to 


| erns, 
| nouncement ‘s made that a bottle of 





represented by slip, 


the sponsor’? product will be dished 
out cuffo t¢é the next 50 customers 


| who visit taverns. 


| Karotkla 


Program features Mary Alcott, 
songbird, ith 10-piece orch directed 
by Rolla Coughlin. 


Helping Open a Store 
: San Antonio. 
KTSA helped open the remodeled 
Furniture Store here with 


and an-| music broadcasts, 
|ing on Philadeiphia’s unusual sym- 
| phonie 


|to local conditions. 
pecially notable in the case of pro- 


business men in the territory re- , 
gardless of whether they are WTMV four svecial programs plus Karot- | 
clients. Station reports that two re- Kin's regular ‘Man On the Street 
cipients have asked permission to broad:ast. At 8:15 a.m., opening day, 


reproduce it for distribution to their 
prospects. 


Pre-Chrisitmas Toy Show 
Milwaukee. 

‘Billie the Brownie,’ traditional 
pre-Christmas program to promote 
the toy department of Schuster’s de- 
partment stores, returned to WTMJ 
here Thursday (16) for its eighth 
consecutive year. Program draws 
approximately 50,000 letters annual- 
ly from kids. 

With Larry Teich as m.c., show 
embraces Santa Claus, ‘Billie’ and 
Metik, the Eskimo, and traces their 
adventures at the North Pole 
subsequent trip to Milwaukee. 
six-week series on WTMJ is 
maxed by a mammoth parade, with 
floats on electric flat cars, through 
downtown 


The 


program director Bill Bryan con- 
ducted interview of the management 
and employees in the store. 
Jack Mitchell, production 


|; hardled a ‘Roving Microphone’ job! 


| among 


and | 


cli- | 


customers for 30 minutes. 
‘Man On the Street’ asked contest- | 
ants their reasons for patronizing the 
store, 


‘Sunrise’ Show at 9 P.M. 


St. Paul. 

Putting on its early morning show | 
at 9 o'clock in the evening is WCCO’s | 
plan to increase its 6 to 7 a.m. audi- | 
ence. | 

Tonight (21) WCCO aired ‘The | 
Sunrisers’ at 9-9:30 p.m., telling its” 
listeners that starting the next morn- 
ing (22) at 6 to 6:45, that’s the cali- | 
bre entertainment they could expect 
to hear daily. 


Music Appreciation Tie-Up 


Old Clothes for Admission San Antonio. 
. ’ ) . oc lailies is con- 
New Orleans. One of the 1 eal dailic + is con 
B F a » ducting a music appreciation cam- 
20 « "aay Tal ¢ ° P ° 
eginning Saturday, Dec. 2 and paign offering for a small sum a| 
continuing until Christmas, admis- 


sion price to the WWL Dawn Busters’ | 


Saturday morning two hour show 
will be old clothes, broken toys, or 
dolls. 

Station will have toys repaired and 
elothes fixed up for distribution to 
poor on Christmas eve, 


Beer-Tavern Stunt 
St. Louis. 

KWK and the Griesedieck Bros. 
Brewing Co. have cooked up a pro- 
gram tagged ‘The Barrel Roll’ that | 
has a sock merchandizing angle and 
is packing ’em in at local taverns. | 
Every tavern in town is represented | 
by a number marked on slips kept 
in a locked barrel, During every 
program, six nights weekly, the bar- | 
rel is spun around and 10 slips are} 
drawn. Name and address of tav- | 


| standing 


complete album of master recordings 
consisting of works of several out- | 
authors together with a 
portable phonograph which can be 
attached to any radio. 

WOAT has tied up with campaign. 


| Presented the first in the series of | 


platters which are being offered, In| 


'a half-hour broadcast the complete | 


| rating a 13-week series of broadcasts 


program of Schubert was presented. | 


At the Police Station 
Detroit. 
As a publie service program, 
WXYZ and its state web is inaugu- 


direct from Michigan state police 
headquarters in Lansing, covering 
various phases of organization, Pro- 
grams will be conducted by Howard 
Finch, special events chief at WJIM, 
Lansing, and Lieut. Harold Mulbar, 
authority on lie detector, 


At 10:15 | 
manager, | 
| 
| 
| 


| overflow. 





Report for 1939 


Continued from page 22 





was also able to add to its already 
intensive war news broadcasts by 
ethering several interviews with ar- 
rivals from Europe. 
mobile unit only 

year. It does its 
wastebaskets with 


once during the 
share of filling 
expensive bro- 


| chures. 


KYW continued to 
ing liveliness and 


show increas- 


enterprise since 


jits separation from its management 
| tie-up with WCAU. 


The station ex- 


panded its facilities for handling 
news and it hypoed its farm and 


besides capitaliz- 


music libraries and. re- 
sources, as well as working out tie- 
ups with various stores and sponsors. 


Without any network or station 
affiliation, WDAS again waged an 
aggressive showmanship campaign, 


particularly in adapting its policies 
This was es- 


gram planning. For example, dur- 
ing the afternoon hours, when rival 
stations were carrying baseball 
games, WDAS concentrated on popu- 





New Sparklers 

Notable cases of stations perk- 
ing up during 1939 in one way or 
another: 

KOB, Albuquerque, N. Mex. 

WCPO, Cincinnati. 

WING, Dayton. 

WNOE, New Orleans. 

WQDM, St. Albans, Vermont. 

WTAG, Worcester. 

WNAX, Yankton, S. D. 

KFBK, Sacramento. 

WNYC, New York City. 

WMPS, Memphis. 








catch 
Similarly, 
hours when dramatic 
heard over the networks, 
pushed symphonic music 
recordings. 
sponsorship. 


lar music to 
the 
are 


during 
serials 


through 


With its foreign lan- 
guage following, WDAS also cashed 
in on transatlantic war news. Be- 
cause of its limited resources, 
station must depend on resourceful- 


ness and opportunism. It has had 
an enviable record therein. 
WIP, which is affiliated with 


WMCA, New York, jumped in with 
the first local all-night every-night 
program and appeared to cash in di- 
rectly with sponsorship 
directly through opening up a new 
listening audience for itself. Station 
also applied for a power increase 
and added a number of physical ex- 
tensions to its facilities. Continued 
its record of liveliness and determi- 
nation in keeping the station in the 
local eye. 

WPEN expanded its news coverage 
and went in strongly for a complete 


| recorded library. 





last year VARIETY 1n its Showmanship Re- 
port pointed out how amateurish were most prestige with the station, without authority 
of the promotional brochures, booklets, leaf- 


late and mailing nierree decianed an gant 

lets and mailing pieces de sioned and sent out 
] y ! oh _ . 

by radio stations Not much change was 


noted this vear (although fewer samples were 
submitted to Variety), but this vear the low 
estate of the radio press agent in his own or- reported case was the station publicist on the 


going on, 


i 


MIMEOGRAPH—THEY CALL IT PUBLICITY 


He or 


teo_act, without real participation in planning 
or decision except to the extent that the press 
agent is primarily something else, as for ex 
ample, program director, secretary to the gen 
eral manager, sales director, et 


ganization seems to warrant parenthetical board of directors and in that case he was 
consideration. Not to beat about the bush the son of the owner. 
the typical local radio station regards its The lack of standing of the press agent has 


she is apt LO be without 


In onlv one 





press agent as strictly a stencil-cutter. 

It is pretty clear that the press agent is sel- 
dom told to wear a clean collar the next day 
because he may be invited into the front of- 
fice. With crushing condescension one sta- 
tion in Oregon reported: ‘when the publicity 
department is needed, the director is called 
into conference.’ 

There seems small tendency to believe that 
the press agent has or should have any right 
to know what management is thinking about 
or perhaps to contribute to management 
thought. He or she is primarily expected 
only to send out news releases as and when 
authorized (and the wording okayved) by 
somebody important. 

This confirms a suspicion that 
speaking the press agent is unaware of what's 


—— 


eecneralls 
a~ © 


its natural consequences in the impractical 
and largely thoughtless mimeograph so plen- 
tifully supplied the newspaper wastebaskets. 
Unable to get any real news cleared through 
the top execs and unwilling to risk individual 
action without okays the publeity directors 
turn to the trite and the unimportant in an 
effort to publicize the station. In some cases 
the publicity director, in desperation, at- 
tempts to create occasions tor station men- 
tion by perpetrating more of | 
‘Stunts’ which accomplish little as a rule. 

In some few cases the job of the station 


' 1 ans 
hose rwoneys 


press agent is not to go to town for the sta- 
tion itself or even to collaborate with adver- 
tising agencies but to further the personal (in 


society, ete.) side of the boss 


politics, in 
private life. 


WCAU used its ° 


Pointed Showmanship Comment 
(By Stations) 


Educational Groups Must Meet Test 

‘In the past year WCCO has arrived at a new policy with regard to edu- 
cational programs which, though it reduced the number of broadcasts each 
week, should result in an improvement in the station’s service to education. 
Broadcasts are no longer scheduled simply because they secure the partici- 
pation of some school or civic group as such. Nor are they scheduled for 
a group whose appeal is purely local. 

‘Instead we are demanding that educational and welfare groups shall 
demonstrate their ability to produce a worthwhile program and that the 
idea they present shall have a regional rather than local appeal. In con- 
sequence such incidents as the state Parent-Teachers Association prepar- 
ing to audition a program for WCCO’s production department are now 
the order in educational affairs.’ 

—FEarl Gammons, WCCO, Minneapolis. 


They Applaud Silently 
‘We icel that mail should no longer be considered a criterion of station 
or program popularity. When programs are good, listeners applaud si- 
lently, when poor or uninteresting they dial elsewhere.’ 
—John T. Vorpe, WHK-WCLE, Cleveland. 
“ . * 
Using the Skull 
‘We built a light musical half-hour at 5:30 p.m. on KRNT each night to 
Serve aduits as both KSO and KRNT were carrying juvenile script shows 
during that period.’ 
Wayne Welch, KRT, Des Moines. 
Stunts Stepped Drawing Crowds 


‘About the time I entered radio, screwy special events as an indication 
of showmanship were definitely on the wane in this part of The Bush. 


| Stations quit putting them on the air for the same reason the oil com- 
| panies in the early days finally stopped blowing the town fire siren every 
| time they brought in a gusher. 


It just naturally stopped drawing a crowd.” 
—Milton F. Allison, KMBC, Kansas City. 

a7 me oo 

‘We do not have a national sales representative. Our own sales director 
makes regular calls two or three times monthly on time buyers and 
executives of agencies in New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Chicago. And 


_ during 1939 four different programs were devised for various agencies and 


out of the four, three were sold.’ 
—A. K. Redmond, WHP, Harrisburg, Pa. 
” om * 
Getting Into the Lah-de-dah Homes 
‘Hartford has a large long-hair population among the wealthier brackets 
... hard to get into” homes go for our concert hour . .. hundreds of re- 
quests for schedule of repertory the sponsor, an interior decorator, 


is tickled.’ 


the non-baseball 


WDAS | 


Both policies drew ready | 


the | 


and in-| 








OS le TOE enna 


| we ask 


—C. G. DeLaney, WTHT, Hartford. 


cd * “ 


Must Please Mythical Mrs. Glutz 

‘We have adopted a definite policy of, strange as it seems, considering 
first and always the listener, as exemplified by ‘Mrs. Glutz,’ a fictional 
character, whose reactions are always considered by our staff in discuss- 
ing new programs and features. This policy amounts to putting on the 
air whatever makes good listening, rather than shows about which we cara 
talk. We are of the opinion that talk is cheap but that listeners can be 
proved and, therefore, by such proof, completely outweigh all other data 
any station can ever accumulate.’ 

—Kenyon Douglass, KTOK, Oklahoma City. 


* a . 


‘Why Should It Be on the Air’ 

‘Instead of designing programs just to fill time KSTP tried to produce 
programs that would have both significance and timeliness. For instance, 
during the heat of the WPA strikes, which crowded all else off the front 
pages of the local papers, KSTP put a staff to work to present all sides of 
the case. ... That this procedure brought KSTP recognition is evidenced 
by the fact that during the WPA trials, the local federal district court 
ruled that KSTP was a legal source of public information, that the WPA’s 
directors notice over the station to strikers of the terms of the new relief 
bill constituted sufficient legal notice . In creating special events shows 
question, ‘Why should it go on the air?’. If it’s 
timely, informative and of human interest, it’s carried. If it’s just a stunt 
for the sake of fleeting publicity, it’s dropped.’ 

—K. M 


. o = 


ourselves one 


Hance, KSTP, St. Paul. 


Creating Special Attention 
‘Adopted policy of advising either by postcard or telephone interested 
.all members of St. Louis Stock 
vere telephoned when president of New York Stock Exchange 


groups when leaders in their fields spoke.. 
Exchange 
spoke.’ 
Ray Dady, KWK, St. Louis. 
. © ° 
Must Dramatize Local ‘Causes’ 


‘We eliminated air speeches by local ‘cause’ leaders insisting...that ali 


be dramatized by local actors after careful preparation, rehearsal and 
audition.’ 

James C. Hanrahan, WMPS, Memphis, 

* ~ 7 

Out the Hotel Window 
‘KANS is always present for a broadcast in connection with any publie 

gathering that occurs in its service area. To further expand the remote 
facilities, a second relay broadcast station was added This is a rather 


with its own cue- 
size comparable to the usual remote 
can go into a hotel room and 


unique unit, in that it is a complete 10-watt transmitter 
built up in a form and 
amplifier With this transmitter, we 
interview a dignitary on five minutes’ notice, simply by tossing an antenna 
out of the window and picking the signal up at KANS for rebroadcast. 
It is also useful in cueing the main mobile unit transmitter.’ 

Herb Hollister, KANS, Wichita. 


— 


ing receivel 


line 


Pause For Station Identification 














‘Our cov of the — —— tragedy drew more comment than any 
single broadcast We sent a man to the scene and he reported on 


the radio before the true story of the affair was reported in the dailies.’ 


srage 


other 


‘Our publicity director (new) is a young college graduate who majored 
in Speech, Salesmanship, Journalism and Drama.’ 

‘Saturday morning dances were scheduled until recently, when they were 
stopped by the police.’ 

‘Thousands gathered in the street each day. eager to hear the European 
news via our special lisrupting traffic conditions— 
and occasional news flashes attracted people to their office windows within 


loudspeaker—greatly 


a bDlock-and-a-half’s hearing distan 





VARIETY 





RADIO 





nen — 


John Studebaker, of Office of Education, May Pre- 
cipitate Showdown Through His Questionnaire— 
Much Behind-the-Scenes Politics in Washington 
With An Eye to the Future 


Washington, Dee. 5. the report on DX operations cannot 

John W. Studebaker, of the U. S. be learned, although it was said the 
Office of Education, sent out an Education Commissioner, who also is 
elaborate questionnaire last week to the driving force of the almost-de- 
all the shortwave broadcasters in the funct Federal Radio Education Com- 
United States, Westinghouse. Cros- mittee, desires to ‘bring the previous 
ley, General Electric, NBC, CBS, and data up to date.’ Associates in his 
Walter Lemmon, of WIXAL. Boston. offices were of the opinion that the 
This has had the immediate result questionnaire was provoked by State 


of so confusing the issue of who’s Department curiosity, but no one in 


who in the government so far as authority at the diplomati- head- 
shortwave radio is concerned that. quarters admits any particular inter- 
before replying to Studebaker. the est. Execs of both Cultural Relations 
broadcasters may ask that the White and International Communications 


House decide who is—and who is 
—the right boy. 
Studebaker’s 


not wings said they have no desire for 
such tabulation as Studebaker seems 
asked. to have in mind, although both of 
among other matters, about ‘spons- these is generally interested in the 
ors.’ Which the trade inter- amount and type of programs sent 
prets as a quick reaction to the first out to foreign nations. 
and only shortwave The FREC, which has been slum- 
United Fruit of Bosion, bering for many month, also is un- 
only last Friday (1). ae aware of the reasons for the inquiry. 
(A review of the United One member, who has been in on 
program appears in tis virtually every session and parley 


big whe ee since the project bega’ a couple of 
= Saetiweve conn ve years back, even was unaware the 


hereafter will be entangled in poli- jianks had as Ch We ene rae 
tes, both the routine kind and the there is nothing in the wind as far 
— ee oi as using short-wave for educational] 
S clear. a a é o- ° a / 
a 0 of government ownership-op- work is concerned. 
eration of shortwave stations While the Radio Division of 
tion ‘South American now-abolished National 
their motive. The joker invariably Council theoretically co-ordinates 
is a proviso making it possible to Federal use of domestic stations, this 
also use such international transmit- , OUtfit, now hitched to the President's 
ters ‘for domestic programs or hook- office, had no knowledge cf the sur- 
ups.’ In other words, the interna- YY and could not think of any rea- 
tional facade comes up to reveal na- 50% why such data is wanted. Gov- 
tive politics. ernment outfits have few occasions 
Another this to use DX plants, except for certain 
theme was hv important speeches o1. foreign policy 


questionnaire 


IA 
raqaio 


advertiser. 
which began 


Fruit 
week's 


the 
Emergency 


men- 


relations’ as 


episode 
the 


apropos 


drum-thumping 


Mayor LaGuardia of New York, who like the President’s annual message 
recently urged the establishment of to Congress, which is short-waved 
a shortwave non-commercial, net- °Verseas. For routine affairs, the do- 
work in the United States. LaGuar- | ™Mestic plants in the standard broad- 


dia, through municipally owned Cast band serve all of the adn inistra- 
WNYC, is interested in furthering | tic .’s needs, although the State De- 
radio in the realm of education and Partment is interested in transmis- 
public enlightenment. His proposal | S!0n of news to U. S. embassies and 
was seen as close to the ideas long , legations. 

espoused by Walter Lemmon, of eee a ee eee 


Boston, who is'~ always 
watched by the trade. 
An Old Wound 
Confusion element, which has been 
re-introduced by Studebaker’s latest 
tactical move to gain some implicit 
authority for his Office of Educa- 


closely 


Deutsch Goes West 


Following a tough hospital seige 


« 


during the summer with pneumonia 


Percy Deutsch, head of World 


tion (which may one day be a sec- P ; : ; 
retariat of education in the cabi- Broadcasting System, has ducked 
net!). recalls Variety’s story of the rigors of New York for the win- 
May, 1939, apropos the need for and _ ‘er. He left last week. 


quiet steps then reported being taken Will rest in Phoenix, Ariz. 
to set up a booking office through 
which all radio requests for time | 
should be cleared. Nothing has since | 
been heard of this movement. Mean- 
time, others, at 


and known to be among the nation’: 
best educated, is thought to be a 
matter of considerable social and po- 
litical significance. 
Office-holders have been 
toriously less straightforward and 
frank in their answers to questions 
asked them, and the large, radio au- 
dience senses this and finds fault 
With the pussyfoot attitude. On sev- 
eral occasions cOngressmen' have 
ducked awkward questions by chal- 
lenging the sincerity, or competence 
of the questioner, and the public has 
considered this a cheap trick. 
Most shuddering occasion was 
last year, when a New Jersey con- 
gressman attached to the Dies com- 
mittee, and little heard 
explained one of the commiitiee’s 


ved by invesi 


oat = sc } ; oC = e ¢ 
tigators as being a case of ‘sei- 


same department. 
Morse Salisbury of 
ment of Agriculture. 

John Payne of the electrical divi- 
sion of the Department of Commerce 

(a delegate to the Cairo radio con- 
ference). 

Gerald Gross, of the FCC’s own in- 
ternational division. 

John W. Studebaker, 
of Education. 

Mystery and confusion, tinged with 
some jealousy, followed disclosure 
that Studebaker was surveying short- 
wave operations. Purpose of the in- 
quiry remains shrouded, with all 
hands disclaiming either responsibil- 
ity or knowledge of his motives and 
Studebaker unavailable for explana- 
tion. 

Just what ends 


the Depart- 


no- 


of the Office 


from since 


will be sel 
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DEMANDS DEFERENCE 


Should Be 
Warner Tells Look 


Washington, Dec. 5. 


Radio news commentators have 
climbed another rung toward parity 


Radio Commentators 
Polied, Toe, 





with their chilly brethren of the 
local press corps. While caste lines | 
still exist, the spielers now are sure 


of a chance to make their guesses for | 


at least one magazine poll of ‘expert’ 
opinion. 


Irked because only typewriter 


'punchers were consulted, Al Warner 


of CBS, former chief 
York Herald Tribune bureau, com- 
plained to Look magazine about dis- 
ion in finding out what jour- 
gentry feel about the danger 

Reply assured him that 
henceforth the mag will take the 
pulse of regular 
preters. 


of the New 


crimina? 
naiistic 


or War, 


KSTP PROTESTS 
AFM BAN ON 
PUBLICITY 


Minneapolis, Dec. 5. 

KSTPF has protested to the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians against 
the latter’s rule barring musical or- 
ganizations from buying time to an- 
nounce their itineraries. The rule 
has been construed to apply to sus- 
taining groups which 


through 


ugh station’s artists bureau. 
picked up from 
cafes and similar spots, 
AFM’'s executive board issued the 
ruling in dispute Sept. 15, on the 
ground that the practice involved 
tended to create unfair competition 
among members of the union. Those, 
t held, who couldn’t afford to ad- 
vertise and didn’t have such chan- 
nels made available to them were at 
a huge disadvantage, and that the 
only solution for the dilemma was a 
on eny form of itinerary 


Also to bands 
hotels, 


+ 


strict ba 





Griffith B. Thompson, sales man- 
ager of KYW, Philadelphia, has been 
appointed assistant general manager, 
He will be in charge of the station 
d ng the illness 
ager, Leslie W. Joy. 


licity given him through several ap- 
pearances on ‘Town Hall,’ the utili- 
ties spokeman, Wendell L. Wilkie. 
has become something of a national 
figure and is being boomed among 
bus.ness men as a presidential can- 
didate for 1940. His debate with 
Jackson was a Classic last season. 

Debate 
Inierior Ickes 
the publisher, was perhaps the -nost 
provecative the Town Hall ever 
broadcast and it was the only time 
where the working press actually 
stood up to fire questions at the 
speakers, Several reporters’ got 
miffed at Gannett and quizzed him 
sharply. All of which went out to 
the 8,000.000 listeners from 88 NBC 


4 t 
é © 


between Secreary of the| 
and Frank Gannett, | 


which 28 ave newspaper- | 





microphone inter- | 


are booked 


of General Man- | 


| Fast 


————— -— —=9g 


ain Income from Time Sales 








NBC 
1939 1938 1937 1956 

TaNuarY coocreccccee $4,033,900 $3,793,516 $3,541,999 $2.681.815 
Pebruary o.c.cccccce 3,448,005 3,498,053 3,295,782 2,714,300 
BEareh cccccsersscece “S8tb0e 3,806,831 J,614,283 3.037.883 
DE cs¢eesesdeeseee 3.560.984 3,310,505 3,277,837 2,741,928 
SE eat aeerar ieee . 38,702,102 3,414,200 3,214,819 2,561,720 
rer Teer . 3,382,404 3,200,569 3,003,287 2,323,456 
Se (cacneevenece re . 8,260,000 2.958.710 2,707,450 2,429,983 
MUGUSE ciciiccrccioe BeRele 2,941,099 2,784,977 2,422,431 
September .......+. 3,315,307 2,979,241 2,850,581 2.886637 
OetOber oeccocsciscce 4,010,000 3,773,964 3,339,739 3,096,489 
November ,......-++2 4,234,984 3,898,919 3,381,346 3,468.72 

pl! | $37,575,607 $35,012,108 $30.965.370 


CBS 








1939 1938 1937 1936 
SORUSTY kids ciicinc cs Beereeer $2,879,945 $2,378,620 $1,901,023 
POSTuUaTy cicciassce Bete 2,680,334 2,264,317 1,909,146 
BERTON csivesoscsces aeons 3,034,317 2,559,716 1,172,382 
MEE. ic cksvebvsccae eee 2,424,180 2,563,478 1.950.939 
BEEN cksecivesdccacie. Sees 2,442,283 2.560.558 1,749,517 
BNE A cGehersawerede 2.860.180 2,121,495 2,476,567 1.502.763 
ee Sette yech@awr - 2artsea 1,367,357 1,988,412 1,292,775 
ere eer . 2.341.638 1,423,865 1,955,280 ) 232,588 
SEMtEMHC? cesvesves  2060,ige 1,601,755 2,028,585 1,883,932 
October .icsiccccccse 3,000,004 2,387,395 2,505,485 2.429.917 
November .......... 3.456.323 2,453,410 2,654,473 2.425.917 
| Be ee $30,992 671 $24,816,336 $25,935,491 $19.454 899 
MUTUAL 
1939 1938 1937 

NS hii ee ge aca ead . $215,078 $269,894 $213.748 

yk ee .. 276,605 253,250 231,286 

MUMEOES. si 0secd6 oes 04080 .-. 306,976 232,877 247.421 

MEE. ata cc atceeeler eke ...- 262,626 189,545 200.134 

ae eee a . 234,764 194,201 154,633 

WAM Gascei nese ieeeaens . 228,186 202,412 117,388 

0 ara eet are . 216,583 167,108 101,457 

NN oe oii og eo cee . 205.410 164,626 96.629 

as il eae . 210,589 200,342 132,866 

NE” sci hewseSeeenen . 428,221 347,771 238,683 

POVOMDE! 64.6660 008K ~« 827,045 360,929 258,357 

NE. aces wictaedistheadnn $3,012,083 $2,582,955 $1,992,602 








Columbia's November $3,456,323 
Largest Month In Radio History; 
NBC Red Grossed $3,277,529 





NBC DISCOVERS BOSTON 


Big Week-End Under The Auspices 
of Station WBZ 
Boston, Dec. § 
WBZ execs Thursday 
New York on 
Steamship Arcadia and 
Friday touring 
night they retul 
bringing 
spot and 
for the weekend in Boston, 


Boat arrived in Bos 


(30) night 


sailed to the Eastern 
stayed over 
Radio City. Friday 
ned on the Ar 
with them sundr. NBC 


salesmen others as guests 


ton Harbor 


mS 


| 


Saturday a. m. and entertainment 
was furnished on board by WBZ's 
band Shindig was emceed_. by 
WBZ's Fred Cole and the com- 
plete. ‘Breakfast in Bedlam’ show 
Was broadcast direct from the 
Arcadia tied up at her dock. Party | 


then went to WBZ studios for break- 
fast with salesmanager Frank Bowes 
the host There followed a trip to 


Boston Airport from which the 


| 
whole gang was flown over Hull 


among least nine | 

Washington personalities evince a 
keen interest in shortwave broad- 
casting and more or less offer advice r - , 2 | 
and make suggestions. Such advice Town Hall of Air Experience Is That Public Thinks| 
is uncoordinated with other groups | . . 
within the government and is, in | Senators Vague, Representatives Inarticulate 
fact, frequently hostile to the aspira- , . 
tions of others. 

Leaders among those concerned Members of Congress are flops on ¢ ea crook to catch crooks.’ Of- 
with shortwave radio are: the radio so far as public reaction to BClals ¢ f NBC and Town Hall lost 

Robert I _ Berger, connected with a appearance on NBC's ‘Tow: five vei ife expectancy in that one 
the White House through ent. Nothing happened 

Lowell - Millet, an executive as- Hall of the Air’ program is con- ward, but it was a bad sample 
sistant to the president cerned. Fan mail clearly bears this | ¢ ¢ il platform work. 

Frank McNinch, the former chair- out. Political type of oratory doe ( et officers have done much 
man of the FCC, who is a somewhat eclick on the forums, apparently due. better on the ‘Town Hall’ series 
inscrutable factor, but understood to tg the tendency of senators to be Harold Ickes, in particular, has been 
be writing a report on shortwave evasive and vague and the limited liked by the public. Solicitor-Gen- 
rae. vocabularies of their brethren in the era] Robert E. Jackson also made a 
he as of tes bee feat. ower house, That this is more or good impression. James Roosevelt, | 
ment anid : less the opinion of an audience gen- then a White House secretary, also 

Ben Cherrington, of the Inter- erally estimated in the trade to av- reg siered favorably. 
American Cultural’ division of the &™@8e 8,000,000 every Thursday night, Thanks partly to the national pub- 


| 





! 


Mass., where the new WBZ trans- 
mitter is being built Then lunch 
at the Harvard Club and a tour of 
the city in the afte on, 

Visitors ncluded fron New 
York), James V. McCwine Maurice 
M. Boyd, Gordon H. M William 


O. Tilenius, J. D. Van Amburgh., W. | 


Donald Roberts and Walter D. Scott 
Other guests vere Griffith S 
Thompson of KYW, Philadelphia 
Sherman D. Gregory, of KDKA 
| Pittsburgh, and John Dodge of 


| WRC-WMAL, Washington. 


Screen Guild, Campana 
Shows Renewed at CBS 


CBS last week got a 
the Screen Guild show from Gulf 
and received a contract for the re- 
turn of ‘Grand Hotel,’ with Campana 
as the repeat sponsor. 
ing Jan. 7, will use 30 stations 
day afternoons, 1:35-2 o'clock. 


renewal on 


Latter, start- 
Sun- 


Network also got a one-timer from 


Coty, which will cover Marcelle 
Denya, French concert singer, on a 
24-station hookup next Tuesday 


(12), with Mt. Holyoke college, | 
Springfield, Mass., the originating | 
spot. Mme. Denya is touring Amer- 
ican colleges to st p an interest 


in French music. 


——______ 


Network time billings last month 


| showed about the same pace that has 


prevailed since early Co- 


spring 


|lumbia grossed $3,456,323 which wags 


| this respect is 9%. 


) 
caqala | 


40.8% better than the total for Noe 
vember, 1938, while NBC did $4.234.- 
984, which represents an increase of 
8.6%. On the first nine months of 
this year CBS is up 20.5% as coms 
pared with ’38, and NBC's margin in 
Mutual's $327,045 
for November was 10.4% less than 
it grossed during November of last 
year, but the network is still up 
16.6% on the annual comparison 

Breakdown of the NBC's accumus 
lative figure for last month ‘Noveme 
ber) gives the red link $3.277.529 and 
the blue link, $957,455. Comparative 
boost is 11.1% for the red and 1.8% 
for the blue. 

On the basis of the above figures 
and contracts on hand it is estimated 
that Columbia will gross $34.400,000 
for 1939, while NBC’s tally for this 
year will come to around $44,500.000, 


In 1938 CBS grossed $27,345,397 and 
NBC, $41,462,679. 

CBS gross for November is the 
largest monthly tally of ; eb in 


radio hiistory. 


LARRY CLINTON OFF 
SENSATION DEC. 28 


Larry Clinton fades out of his 
Monday night spot for Sensation 
cigarets on the blue link Dec. 28 He 
will have been on 26 weeks. 

Cig’s new policy will probably call 
for the booking of a differeni talent 
setup every 13 weeks. Lennen & 
Mitchell is the agency. 


Brown & Williamson 
Adds Another Half Hour 


Brown & Williamsor tobacco has 
bought another half hour from NBC. 
This one is on the blue link, Tues- 
day nights, 9:30 to 10 o'clock. Pro- 
gram and starting date have not been 
set. 

Also NBC is reported to be on the 
verge of closing with a commercial 
for ‘The Green Hornet, now a twice 
weekly series on the blue as @ &us 


| tainer, 
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Coughlin Lost Only WOBI and WIMJ RATINGS FAVOR Seeks Copyright Definition That Will 
| Contracts (Mostly Recent) Guarantee Priest Litle Af MING ||NITS Protect Radio Mer chandizing Plans 


Interference for Year 











ssaciecdiatiaiiaiadiaia + | Saisie . 
‘ | | Field Man’s Crack Montreal, Dec. 5. 
Detroit, Dec. 5. niente, | C.A.B. Chase & Sanborn and Max- Tcheeny ag Ms 8 aga ts 
=e aeast i nee? |guage radio mer izit ideas 
Boa oe a. . —— well House Both Cut Pro- District sales manager for a | have received widespread attention 
casters recent C068, Tomer Vea Atlanta, Dec. 5. | mn Half N major soap manufacturer com- | here for many years, has engaged 
is experiencing no difficulty in main- grams in a as ew - ! , 


Atlanta federal penitentiary | plained to the home office about 


- ‘. | patent attorneys to make application 
gets the cream of the crop of Thinking Challenges the _ the poor coverage that one of the 

| 

' 


c _to the Federal authorities at Ottawa 
Costly Full Hour Program companys programs was getting | for a decision as to whether formulas 
in his area. When the h.o. an- for radio merchandizing plans may 


| taining number of outlets for - his 
Sunday afternoon broadcasts, it’s re- 
ported here by Aircasters, Inc., which 

handles priest’s ether doings. Only 


big-time crooks and con men. 
The prisoners are so intelligent 





























are : : select | —_—— swered that it thought the facili- rrig . : 

nonerenewate thus far are WGBK,| that te quite ob to sec egg mg ah ER eX, 
} lage ov ag ge h tagenos ee | I. Q's : CLOSE POINTS manager wisecracked back: plans may be designed, blue-printed 

e -aving revious 49-| * *. , : 3 $s mz lesigned, 
} _— “ ats AR Da P } As in many prisons, the in- et You may think you're putting and patented in the same way as 
N “7 a ” so ' mates are allowed some voice in | on an advertising campaign out mechanical or other devices. 
| Aircasters agency pointed out that | the programs tuned in by the Decision of Chase & Sanborn Cof- here, but to me it has all th~ ear- Should verdict from the patent 
Gere tent muen memnnee - pres-| management. Here the best ‘fee and Maxwell House Coffee to re- marks of a whispering cam- / bureau at Ottawa be favorable 
| ent indie network would change) jaqig doesn't appear good | duce the running time of their shows _ paign. ‘Ouellet intends to lease radio pro- 
much during the next 12 months, | enough. /on NBC to a half hour is regarded _gram ideas to sponsors in future, 
since most of stations had requested | __ ——— ‘in ad agency circles as the precursor jt; Fred Allen for. ninth place. | retaining full ownership should ad- 
new contracts while NAB was work- | |to a wholesale abandonment of the’ Good News’ seems doomed to yield | | vertisers switch accounts and pre- 

ing out its code, aimed at Coughlin | ‘Ruthrauff & Ryan Has ‘full hour show. Both C & S's Sun-| jt; No, 12 rating to Bob Hope, who| venting others from using his ma- 

coe a ages Ratna sige Besa ctie ge et day evening stanza and Maxwell's’ yas put a half hour to himself. There’ terial. 

versial subjects. Also reported that | X 0 Lif b Ni h ’ |Thursday night ‘Good News’ are sre 14 one-hour shows on NBC and | 

ee eee oe n Lie uoy 1c €; slated to go 30-minutes with their Columbia, with but six of these rated | 

cently stating that, since they weren’ in first broadcasts for 1940. C & S has Ni k K Sel d 

. . among the first 10 in the C.A.B. re- | 
members of NAB as yet, they'd we Signi ficance Not Clear. been in the same spot since Septem- ports, Ic enny ecte 
to sign up ror & yee, |ber, 1929, going to a full hour in Network officials declare that the 
Priest's talks recently have been) May 1931 with Eddie Cantor. Max-!¢;eng away from the hour show is to An Ex-Vaude Strong Man 

going out over both WJR and WJBK | Under instructions from Sterling | well went into the hour classifica- he regretted. even though the replace- 
here, setup being necessitated by | | | Fregucts, Inc., the Ruthrauff & Ryan | tion in October, 1932. ments will mean somewhat added For Waldorf Workout 
broadcasts of Detroit Lions pro foot- agency has had CBS block out the | Ae the ameney mon sce it, the|time income. ‘Thee hall considered 
ball games over WJR on Sunday | Tuesday 8:30-8:55 p.m. period, which | : . : Ginanbinitg 


|economic justification for the full the hour show as the backbone of 


>a . > "OAc in’s ife , i< rarati ; : " ~~ - 
aiternoons, As result, Coughlin’s | Lifebuoy _is vacating. Report in/hour show, unless more than one| the night-time schedule, around Alan Corelli, of the Theatre Au- 
half-hour talks hit WJR just prior to; agency circles last week was that 


jus tapers ex was tha’ | product is plugged on it, has been which everything else was built,| thority, and Nick Kenny, radio col- 

grid contests, via transcription, while R. & R. is slated to get an additional |considerably on the wane for the Rise of radio as a major entertain- | UMnist of the N. Y. Daily Mirror, 
WJBK carries the regular broadcast. piece of Sterling Products business | past two years. The primary pur- ment medium, they point out, dates | 3° themselves tangled up Sunday 
Following is latest list of stations | for this spot, but R. & R. Monday pose for going in for such expendi- from the time that Standard Brands, | "ight (3) at a benefit dinner and 
earrying priest's talks; WABY, Al-| (4) stated that it didn’t know | tures is to. get maximum audiences, Maxwell House Coffee and Kraft| Show for the Israel Zion Hospital 
bany, WPG, Atlantic City, badatesg a ss pth hecsrey a ae land the underlying theory which Cheese first became linked together , 4t the Waldorf Astoria hotel. When 
and WCAO, Baltimore, JSNJ, | into the spot or tt would be used for 


stimulate the parade of hour shows through three continuous hours on| the Knots were untied by neutral 


Bridgeton N. J.. WGR, Buffalo, | Ironized Yeast, long on the R. & R. in the early 30’s was that audiences the red network, Thursday nights. parties, Kenny ordered a lot of 
WCKY,. Cincinnati, WGAR, Cleve- | list, which was recently acquired by | Would be more inclined to settle Don Ameche and Dorothy Lamour , beefsteak, which was applied to his 
land, WHO, Des Moines, WJR, De- | Sterling Products down with a show that lasted 60 wind up on the Chase & Sanborn ¢ye- 

troit, WLEU, Erie, Pa. WHBY and It was reported ~~ the trade that | minutes than play around with the show with the Dec. 31 broadcast. Argument stemmed from Corelli's 
WTAG, Green Bay, Wis., WJEJ,| the new piece of Sterling business | gia} at each 15-minute or half-hour After that the cast will consist of | refusal to permit Mary Small, singer, 
Hagerstown, Md., WHIP, Hammond, would be a sort of reward for R. & | nark Edgar Bergen, Donald Dixon, Vera. tO appear in the show gratis with 
Ind. WKBO, Harrisburgh, Pa.,| B.'s cooperation in closing the lron- Recent study of the C.A.B. ratings,! Vague, Robert Ambruster and a Kenny’s radio ‘Gang’ (amateurs), 
WIBC, Indianapolis, WKZO, Kalama- ized Yeast deal. Sterling has for | cay these agency men, has disclosed guest name from films. the TA rep pointing out that all the 
zoo, Mich., WREN, Lawrence, Kan.,| years been handled exclusively by | that the theory has become pretty Fleischmann Yeast, which is part Other professionals present were be- 


WIBA, Madison, Wis., KSTP, Minne- Blackett-Sample-Hummert. lronized much outmoded. For instance Chase of the same combine, folds the Rev. ing paid to appear. Corelli says he 
apolis, WGRC, New Albany, Ind., Yeast currently underwrites ‘The & Sanborn kept sticking to the full William L. Stidger series Dec. 29. told Kenny that he and his ama- 
WHBI, Newark, WTEL, Philadelphia, Good Will Hour’ on a Mutual hook- hour routine, but the Jack Benny This one is on the blue link morn- teurs could play gratis, but not Miss 
WJAS. Pittsburgh, WRAW, Reading, | UP Sunday nights. show, consuming half that time, kept ings five times a week Small, whereupon, the TA _ rep 
Pa.. WSAY, Rochester, N,. a KFEG, staying within a few points ot the — —_— claims. Kenny took a punch at him 


St. Joseph. Mo... WEw, OF Louls, WABC’ Ne 5 other programs, and now even gives It missed, but a followup kick 
WBAX, Wilkes-Barre, Pa.; WWRL, S ews trip indication of catching up with it. Of Wander Set Throu h 1940 didn't. 
Woodside, Long Island, N.Y. WORC, the leading 15 network shows eight g Corelli says the kick was the 





Worcester, Mass.: Colonial network; WABC,N. Y., seutanibes (Tuesday) of them are of the half-hour class. oneal thing that sent his blood pressure 
WRDO. Augusta, Me. WLBZ, Ban-| sold the 6 to 6:05 period across the | Third and fourth ratings are held Chicago, Dec. 3 up Anyhow, his retaliatory mea- 
sor, Me.. WAAB. Boston, WICC, | board for newscasting purposes, with | by Fibber McGee and Molly which ; awe sures were very effective and 
Bi id report, Conn., WSAR, Fall River, Yuban coffee taking Monday, | is fifth and a half-hour program is Blackett-Sample-Hummert eneereiec’ Kenny's beefsteak order was no 
Mass WHAI. Greenfield. Mass.,, Wednesday and Friday and Rem-!but two and three points behind here nas set contracts for ese ha gag . 

WTHT, Hartford, Conn., WLNH, La- Rel getting the plug Tuesday, Thurs- | them - ao rae _—— through — i Israel Zion show and dinner was 
conia, N. H.. WCOU, Leiston-Auburn, | day and Saturday. Paul Parks will The Fitch Band Wagon, another the Wander company 5 two een played to an audience of 2,000 at 
Me.. "WFRA Manchester, N. H.,/ do the bulletin reading. half-hour stanza, is about a point be- ‘Little Orphan Annie’ and ‘Carters of $100 per plate. Chairman was Dave 
WNBH. New Bedford, Mass. WNLC,| Joseph Katz handles the coffee ae- | hind Major Bowes in seventh slot, Elm Street. Katz, who operates Totem Lodge, 
New London Conn., WBRK, Pitts- | count and Campbell-Ewald the pro- | and ahead of Kate Smi'h, while ‘One Both for Ovaltine product and = one of the topflight borscht circuit 
field, Mass WEAN, Providence, prietary drug combination. 'Man’s Family’ (30 minutes) is tied contracts are effective as of Jan, 1. spots booked by the William Mor- 
WATR. Waiectise. Peake ris office, and the latter lined up 





en . a - ” ' ~ —_ = —— — ee “— = i = > on most of the talent for the po t- 
banquet performance at the Wal- 


a. a sc Wile "nad Hogene "Hower 
BENNY CoopMAN| KKesume and Forecast . | Sotty “eon, “Sack Burant hay 


Burton, Stump and Stumpy, Gary 
Leon and Tut Mace. 





* 
* 
* 
. 


bd ° | Kenny claims he was solicited by 

National Biscuit Co. is reported on Pu LC CTVICE CCOY li| Katz to make an appearance with 
the verze of contracting to take over ” ° ° | his Gang and that he was unaware 
sponsorship of Benny Goodman or- : ii of the fact that the show was a 
chestra when the latter exits from P| ° paid affair, otherwise he wouldn't 
its Camel spot Dec. 30. Goodman's ommercta p eat ° ° e have prevailed upon Miss Small to 
first air sponsor was the cracker come along Monday (4) Kenny 
makers, who used him on a three- if sent a letter of apology to Corelli— 
hour dance rogram called ‘Let’s . - but didn’t apologize for failing to 
Dance’ seven -# eight years ago. In forthcoming know that Corelli once did a strong- 
At that time Goodman was just if arm act in vaude Yesterday (3) 


| getting started and was working at if Kenny also did an open-letter apol- 
cuarytracise | 34th ANNIVERSARY NUMBER j* 
t stein theatre building, New York. * 2 _- — 





Latter is now a CBS playhouse. ‘ABI ? ’ 

— | ‘ABiE’S IRISH ROSE 
FARIETY | NEAR RADIO DEAL 

b 
WHO’s Xmas Bonus O "A RIETY 
; First 13 p:ograms of ‘Abie’s Irish 
Des Moines, Dec. 5. if Rose’ prepared by Anne Nichols 
& Pn Des are - b P bli h d Lat ‘ in D — b i have been completed and sale of the 
loyees again ‘ - : *? -adio rights which she did not here- 
tive Xmas. Ten per cent goes to, 0 € u US € c ecemoer j icterc encuter ia sania iokaatie 
those with the station five years or | ' 


. set. Because of the classic comedy’s 
more. Nine per cent for four years, 4 @ 


: . he if tolerance angle ‘Abie’ is regarded as 
eight for three years, seven for two | opportune for etherizine at this 
years and five for one year 


WOR, N. Y., slipped Xmax bonuses USUAL ADVERTISING RATES PREVAIL i} time. 


Herb Rosenthal, general manager 
into pay envelopes this week. One ™ Be 





week if over $50, two weeks if|[l ADVERTISING COPY MAY BE SENT TO ANY VARIETY OFFICE Dl cee tee ae eae 
under ll producer with Ted Sills directing. 
ve aa | NEW YORK HOLLYWOOD CHICAGO LONDON 1 <i 
Desire Defau first conductor of 154 West 46th St. 1708 No. Vine St. 54 W. Randolph St. g St. Martins PL. bined Voice of naher,’ é kron CIO 
NBC symph while Toscanini takes jj we ee ne ne 
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United Fruit Sponsors Ist Shortwave 


Program from NBC, N.Y., to Caribbean 


Fred Allen on Critics 





By BOB LANDRY 
(Reviewed from delayed disc) 

Starting last Friday (1) United 
Fruit began a seven-nights-a-week 
quarter hour out .* New York City 
beamed southward via shortwave 
(WNBI, 17780, and WRCA, 9670), 
and consisting entirely oi Associated 
Press news ii Spanish. United Fruit 
deals mostly in tropical fruit and, in 
sending a DX pive’am down to the 
Caribbean zone, it cetainly isn’t try- 
ing to sell the Centrai Americans any ! 


Fred Allen brought up a moot 
point on the subject of radio pro- 
gram criticism during his broad- 
cast of last Wednesday (29). It 
was during the preliminary chit- 
chat on the ‘question of the 
week’ item that Allen asked Ben 
Kaplan, radio editor of the 
Providence Journal and Bulletin, 





bananas.. Rather it is selling them a; whether he thought radio pro- 
dignified reminder of the company| grams ought to be treated as 
whose ships are a standard white sil- severely as critics treat legiti- 


houette on the horizon down where 
the skies are really »’ve 

Actually the rules oi .ne Feder 

ommunications Commission, — 
which NBC made t? ts inaugural deal,!  _" eng 
prohibit anything but the identifica- ne added, George Kaufman and 
tion of the advertiser and the nature; 4/055 Hart might take a year to 
of his product or business. United; write a play which runs on and 
Fruit (V’endell P. Colton agency)} on, it is not to be expected that 
doesn’t even mention its ships. | 


any great amoun’ »of time will be 
Under the Spanish title, ‘El Mund | 


mute shows. 

After Kaplan had indicated an 
affirmative opinion, Allen said 
that he didn’t agree. Whereas, 


| 
| 
| 











ai Gia’ Geoualiy The Wortd Bp to| VVEe ** the prepacamon oS 
Date’), the quarter-hour opened with Racor which lasts but a few 

a bit of Latin music, ‘Pas Doble,’ and | ” aan 
then began a straight recital = ae | a 
dispatches delivered in rich Spanish! ,.. ha a 
syllabies by a spieler a a ings | ag A od THINK YOU KNOW 
western-sounding name, Jonn rerio | With Ted Cott, Leonard “iebling. 


Rico. He has a clear, crisp, he- | , Joh Reed King 
mannish voice. . a i te — 

The words ‘United Fruit’ an e | ; ee 
capitals of the cities from whence WABC-CBS, New York 


Imeet the train, 


‘KATE HOPKINS, ANGEL OF 
MERCY’ 

With Helen Lewis, Margaret Mac- 
Donald, Bud Collyer, Templeton 
Fox, Ned Weaver. 

Transcriptions 

15 Mins. 

GENERAL FOODS 

| Daily, 9:45 a.m. 

KTSA, San Antonio 

(Benton & Bowles) 


broadcasts with a daily series of 
Coffee is presenting a fast moving 
attention-getter in this dramatic bit. 
Story centers around a visiting 
nurse in a town called Forest Falls— 
'a woman whose life is motivated by 
a desire to help other people...1e. 
an angel of mercy. It’s good hoke. 

Years ago, as the story goes, Kate 
Hopkins’ husband was killed in a 
\fire that 
|Mountain. Suddenly finding herself 
|facing life with only her young son 
by her side, Kate becomes a visiting 
nurse. Now she is confronted with 
two problems. First, a young man 
who ‘just can’t get a start,’ and sec- 
ond, a rapidly approaching crisis in 
her own work. 

Episode caught dealt with the son 
of Kate Hopkins, who has run away 
from that small community to Chi- 
cago without telling his mother or 
anyone. Through a friend his sweet- 
heart finds out where he is staying. 
She calls him long distance in the 
middle of the night and tells the son 
that she loves him and that she 
' wants to help him in every way pose 
‘sible. The son refuses her help be- 
| cause she is the daughter of the rich- 
jest man in the town, After telling 
him that she plans to go to Chicago 
ir. the morning and to be sure and 
she leaves for the 
station only to run into someone that 
she wants to avoid. Meanwhile Kate 





originate the news flashes are given 
in English. Charles Carvajal, of 
NBC’s Spanish division, is produc- 
tion man under the general super- 
vision of Guy Hickok. 

Because it was the night of Dec. 1, 
1939, there was a heavy studding of 
Helsinki datelines. The program 
comprises world news in general. 
Items concerning South America are 
purposely kept to a general and per- 


cal or national selectivity. 
was an item about Stokowski’s pos- 
sible symphonic orchestra tour of 
Latin America. And a reference to 
a Chilean boxer going into training. 
This program is broadcast under 
the shadow of the unknown. Neither 
United Fruit nor NBC knows to 
what it may lead. It may be the 
start of an important new type of 
international radio. What follows 
may have terrific impact in market- 
ing, in politics, in inter-American 
cultural relationships. It is curious 
to recall that United Fruit, which 
has its own tropical radio system of 
communications, was one of the 
original forces behind the establish- 
ment of the Radio Corp. of America 
after the war. 

Having no precedent to guide it 
in the sale of shortwave time, NBC 
has established $25,000 a vear (for 
seven quarter hours a week) as 
scratch. This means United Fruit 
is gambling $500 a week in good-will. 
It means, too, that NBC is depending 
strongly on the ‘habit’ factor. Cen- 
tral Americans (also Venezuelans 
and Colombians, on the northern 
coast of South America) will always 
get the news hot off the A.P. griddle 
in Manhattan every night, including 
Sunday, at nine p.m. Sponsor and 
broadcaster alike will watch the fan 
mail. So, too, perhaps will the A.P., 
which has made this special deal be- 
cause of its cordial relations with the 
United Fruit radio system. 

Owing to the behavior of short- 
waves, which take a long skip at a 
sharp upward angle from the trans- 
mitter, this program can’t be heard 
on New York City sets. 


of getting ’em off the air only. 





‘MEET MR. WEEKS’ 
Literature Talks 
Sustaining 
30 Mins. 
Tuesday, 9:30 P.M. 
WIZ-NBC, New York 
‘Meet Mr. Weeks,’ 9:30-10 p.m. 
feature’ 
is catering 
broadcasts. 
of Atlantic Monthly 


is class 
However, 


rather than mass appeal 


program whose format makes brief 

description difficult, were noted on a 

salvo in which Bob Davis told of 

aoepood meetings, etc., with Sitting 
ull. 

It is sort of a rambling program, 
combining the literary, expository, 
narrative, philosophical, anecdotal, 
historical and letter reading (from 
dialers). By ordinary standards, 
jointing is not always smooth, pace 
is leisurely, production is not pro- 
fessionalized. Yet, program will 
please certain listeners. Unortho- 
doxy of style will make no differ- 
ence, unless to heighten its appeal, 
to them. Weeks has cultured man- 
ner and dry humor (he drew studio 
Iaughs in New York). 

Guests, who mike twice during 
half-hour, too obviously read from 
scripts, Jaco. 





conality sphere rather than a politi- | 
There | 


Had to be | . we 
reviewed from a special recording, | WJZ-NBC, New York 


an exception to Variety’s fixed rule | 


Tuesdays, is another ‘public service | 
through which NBC blue! 
to cultural-educational | ' 
Conductor being editor | 15 
. (magazine is 
mentioned but not insistently), show 


, it has moments of more 
popular interest; even bits intriguing 
to youngsters—if they were out of 


‘So You Think You Know Musi«’ 
jis a Columbia ‘Information Pleas |<ds in her fight to become Super- 
‘confined to treble and bass. It’s a/y:sor of the Visiting Nurses group in 
creditable Sunday afternoon sus-/the community, Ain't it all exciting 
tainer of the currently-emphasized | and tense at 9:45 a.m.? 
|‘educational’ type. Brings to the| In several scenes where Kate Hop- 
|mike four contestants for a quiz on | kins is visiting with patients several 
ithe classics and their composers.| hints on the welfare and care of 
|Ted Cott is emcee; Critic Leonard | babies can be gotten. Comme :cials 
|Liebling is judge, and John Reed | are, as expected, io g. Andy. 
| King is announcer. : i. —- -—— 

Its chief appeal naturally is to the}, a , 
musically initiated. However, may F aig Leen cleeties Oliver, Lance 
|be sufficiently entertaining to hold Glee Club, Bob Sylvester Orches- 
| attention of some dialers outside that hom . = 
|class. An effort is made, and rather | 49 ‘Mins.—Local 
| successfully to steer broadcasts — ages . . 

. , “| LANCE PACKING CO. 

sheen from atmosphere of rapt awe Wednesday, Thursday, 16-10:30 p.m. 
|in which the masters and_ their WBT, Charlotte, N. C. 
works are too often considered. Toastchee Time. WBT’s 
|Emcee was not above a certain flip- | tempt at a fairly big-scale musica! 


battling her way through great 


first at 


pancy. Nor were some contestants | ,rocram, is shaping up into a well- 
Fe ang ll ic | act oats Se balanced, fast-moving half hour. 


Weaknesses notable in earlier air- 
ings have been eliminated and the 
program speeded up. 

Chief asset of the program is Olga 
Vernon, velvety vocalist billed as 
‘Sonhisticated Lady of Song.’ Miss 
Vernon contributes three vocals on 
the show heard, all with plenty of 
sock in a luxurious contralto, Her 
| best contribution was rovelty rendi- 
ition of ‘Ain’tcha Comin’ Out To- 
|and ballet papers, generally know | night?’ done with the Lance Glee 
{their classics. One round of quiz|Cjyb. Charley Oliver. male vocal- 
is on a series of best questions sub-| jst recently added to the show, de- 


|mitted by a listener, with Harold|jivered pleasingly in his one time 


|Barlow orchestra records offered as| before the mike. 
la prize. Winner of ‘So You Think’ The second portion of the program 
|receives two Philharmonic tickets,| opens with a salute to two Southern 
| book of opera librettos, etc. Other | s¢hools. scheduled to meet on the 
| aspirants draw a book. football field the coming week-end. 

Both emcee and King handle their including telegrams from rival 
assignments well. Bob Browning’s| coaches stating prospects for game, 
{name is mentioned—presumably he| followed by medley of school songs. 
|is producer. Jaco. In balance to the peppy college 
| ae salute is ‘Reminiscing in Music,’ in 
which the band plays a three-song 
| ‘PIPE DREAMS’ medley of old-timers. 
| With Teddy Bergman Band, which is an 11-piece combo 
| Comedy Sketches composed of four reeds, four brass, 
| 5 Mins. and three rhythm instruments, plays 
| BOND STREET TOBACCO pleasingly, shuttling neatly from 
| Wednesday, 8:25 p.m. sweet to swing. Lance Glee club is 
one of standouts of show, contribu- 
ting one novelty number on each 
prosram. 

Trafton Robertson. 
producer, is ston-watching. Intro- 
| duction and closing theme handled 


| Many Girls,’ who clicked with stu- 
dio audience on one sample heard. 
Liebling is not usually ostentatious 
|in his display of musical knowledge, 
|although on one airing he was a bit 
| didactic and over-technical. Emcee 
| called upon him somewhat too often 
|for comment. Contestants, who in- 
|clude critics of metropolitan dailies 
;}and publishers or editors of music 





(Milton Biow) 
| Philip Morris has clipped off the 
| final five minutes of its 8-8:30 seg- 
|}ment on the blue, immediately fol- 
|}lowing the Johnny Green show, for 
}a separate program plugging its|okay bv Miss Vernon. with only 
Bond Street smoking mixture. It’s| drawback beings similaritv to Jello 
apparently a device to get away | siennature in snelline out T-O-A-S-T- 
|}from using transcriptions. | C-H-E-E by glee club. Just. 
_| From the viewpoint of entertain- | 
|}ment this ‘Pipe Dream’ series seems | LANDT TRIO 
to miss on all cylinders. The cen-| 39 Mins.—Local 
tral character of this curious charade | BRESLAW BROS. 
tagged Willowby Fibbe, M. P. Daily, 8 a.m. 
(Master Prevaricator), and he’s! WwGy, Schenectady 
played by Teddy Bergman in an ac-| (Neighton & Nelson) 
_|cent that suggests a mixture of WGY’s oldest continuous sponsor 
Brooklynese and Piccadilly Circus. | brought in this trio from New York 
City for early-morning salvos. Thus 


This particular chip off the old 
a standard act replaces transcribed 


announcer- 








Baron Muenchhausen block starts 


bed. Examples of latter angle, in a} 


off, for instance, with a boast that 
he once succeeded in crossing a 
chicken with a parrot so that instead 
of cackling about laying an egg it 
goes around saying, ‘Where will I 
lay it, where will I lay it?’ 

After that he recites some windy 
farfetched tale, with every interrup- 
tion of doubt by the interlocutor get- 
ting the refrain, ‘That was the amaz- 
ing part of it... The figment that 
Bergman used on_ the 


program 
caught (15) was a lift of the An- 
drocles and the Lion plot. Bergman 


posed his grateful beast in the des- 
ert, but it was a bear instead of a 
lion. All the recital needed was the 
dialect and ‘Wass You Dere, Sharlie?’ 
to make it an echo of the Jack Pear] 
| routine. 








| The plug, which emphasizes the 
}smoothness and mildness of the 
i blend, is well put. Odec. 


dance music. Landts work with a 
professional smoothness and dis- 
tinctive style seldom heard in this 
neck of broadcasting woods. Pro- 
gram they are doing, however, could 
probably be improved: tightened, ac- 
celerated, diversified. Actually, half 
hour is a rather long block for a 
vocal threesome, especially every 
day. Would be easier to make a 
sock impression in 15 minutes. There 
are evidences here of spreading 
entertainment fare with bits of 
rhyming, business and chatter that 
do not stand up. 

On sessions heard, there were few 
new pops and swingy stuff. In- 
creased soloing, with pianist Curly 
Mahy included, would help. 

Advertising, with emphasis on 
bargains, is whacked across. by 

Richard Gordon (nom de radio). 

} Jaco. 





Supplementing its regular network | 


| 
transcribed programs, Maxwell House 


swept Sleeping Elephant | 


——_ 


Noel Coward and Chevalier Co-Emcee 


Fun In France’ Show Heard on BBC 





Follow-Up Comment 











Ramon Armengad, a newcomer 
who has made a brace of appear- 
ances with the Guy Lombardo or- 
chestra for Lady Esther powder 
(which ‘clings for four long happy 
hours’), is a singer of style and 
promise and nice diction. His dis- 
play of ‘Marcheta’ was convincing 
proof of having a chance to get 
places. 

Fels-Naptha program, ‘Hobby 
Lobby,’ is a clever hodge-podge of 
oddities and few perhaps will know 
or care that some of the appearances 
have the odor of prearranged press- 
agentry, with an element of invented 
rather than spontaneous ‘hobbies. 
Show holds together well and often, 
as in the case of the piano-playing 
dog Sunday (3), has been solid with 
novelty. But— 

Sponsored radio programs are in 








London, Nov. 20 

First broadcast over the U. K. web 
of a camp concert for troops in the 
front line, ‘somewhere in France,’ 
had points of interest as a link be- 
tween the khaki-clads and those re- 
maining on the home front, but also 
had some darned good entertainment, 
A rollicking show (Sunday at 6:15 
p.m.) which gave its stars generous 
air time (an hour) it presented as 
well several excellent examples of 
army talent, and only criticism was 
that British Broadcasting Corp's 
commentator butted in unnecessarily 
and overlaid the performance with 
dull gab. 


_Coward and Chevalier rose effec- 
tively to the occasion, and if former 


| was at times slightly over the heads 


|of his audience with 


| 


dubious harmony with public inter- | 


est convenience and necessity when 
they give nourishment and impetus 
to sheer superstition. 


The pointless | 


and meandering talk on ‘voodoo’ was | 


an example of using a network to 
foster the cheapest kind of thought- 
less pandering to the sub-zero of 
human I. Q. Educators, among whom 
are many of radio's critics, could 
easily swoop down on an example 
like this. It actually tended to give 





his cynical 
satire, notably ‘Don’t put your 
daughter on the stage, Mrs. Worth- 
ington.’ He also introduced nuances 
which in peacetime would certainly 
never be permitted over the chaste 
BBC. As audience was partly com- 
posed of poilus, he raised many 
laughs by attempts to outline in 
French the substance of songs he 
sang in English. 

Chevalier’s repertoire included both 
English and French numbers, among 
them the evergreen ‘Louise’ and 
‘Rhythm of the Raindrops,’ latter be- 
ing demanded by the troops as an 
encore, 


Both stars acted as joint emcees, 





circulation and endorsement to the | >Ut amateur numbers included well 
mumbo-jumbo of the most ignorant | rendered baritone songs, a first rate 
savages, who, as is well known, can- | fiddle solo by one of the poilus, and 
not relate facts to consequences in a 4 concerted medley of songs from the 
rational order. The man whom Dave | War of 1914-18. Unrehearsed asides, 
Elman brought in to discuss voodoo | Such as when the curtain failed to 
spoke of a native who was told by a function, and enthusiasm of the fight- 
jungle medicine man that he would | i%8 lads added useful atmosphere to 
die in 10 days. And sure enough he|a show which swung briskly along. 
did. Where, when, who, all the data! Effect was to suggest there are com- 
of science and authenticity were 


omitted. 
who beat his wife. The wife's 
brother fashioned a straw man and 
beat the same as a hex and the 
neanie staggered in after three days 
all bruised and bloody 


| 


pensations about joining the army, 


Again there was a meanie | because program was way ahead of 


many presented on the home tront. 





| JACK BUCHANAN 


from the) With Margaret Eaves, John Waitt, 
sorcery. | Chorus, Orchestra 
‘But,’ said Elman. not to be too, Sengs and Gags 
easily convinced, ‘are these stories | 30 Mins. 
all true?’ | Thursday, 8 p.m, 
, ‘Oh, yes.’ vows the interviewee, ‘all | BBC, London 
rue. adio ac 
‘Have you any further personal | sever Sisquent on radio, Jack 


evidence?’ 

‘Yes, 1 think voodoo killed my 
wife’s father.’ 

(Applause from studio audience!) 

Maureen O’Hara guested on the 
Chase & Sanborn program last Sun- 
day night (3) from the Coast, play- 
ing the lead in a romantic dramatic 
sketch with «s supernatural 


| 





Young Irish actress who was recent- | 


ly brought to the U. S. by Charles 


Laughton after making her film 
debut in ‘Jamaica Inn’ in Enfgland, 


got through the stint without mishap, 
but the material was somewhat 
Opaque and she was not a sufficiently 
experienced trouper to pump dra- 
matic interest into it. Titled ‘Ren- 
dezvous with Tomorrow,’ the piece 


| forgetting the Lubitsch 


by Hilda Lawrence dealt with a girl | 


who’s_ visited by her long-dead 
sweetheart. That kind of subject 
matter seems to be a fetish with} 


radio scripters at the moment, but it | 


has to be skillfully handled to reg- 
ister. 


Arthur Treacher, also guesting on 


the show, teamed with Rudy Vallee | 


in a faintly ludicrous skit about 
swing music phraseology. The come- 
dian posed as a Swing-crazy fan and 
peppered Vallee with jive lingo. All 
pretty determined and not too 
fective, particularly as a vehicle for 


| 
| 


ef- | 


someone of Treacher’s standing. Film 
comic and Miss O’Hara later joined | 
Vallee, Charlie McCarthy, Robert! 


Armbruster, Donald Dickson, etc., in 
a burlesque of ‘Jamaica Inn,’ with 
Vallee getting the best lines. Mc- 
Carthy’s usual session with Bergen 
was loaded with laughs. Chase & 
Sanborn’s commercials, stressing a 
1ew type of grinding, are now being 
read by a new spieler, the idea ap- 
parently being to avoid the profes- 
sional announcer flavor. 


Al Pearce did the expected the 


| to catch the full flavor. 
twist, | 


i who linked un 


Buchanan always brings to the mike 
the assurance and suavity of tech- 
nique of the experienced enter- 
tainer. All he was called on te put 
over was half an hour of tunes from 


some of his musical comedy hits. 
Performer invested it with gaiety 
and spontaneity which forced the 


listener to keep his ears pinned back 
Many BBC 
wartime programs have gone de- 
cidedly off-key, but if it took a war 
to get Buchanan back at the mike, 
it’s something to offset the income 
tax. 

Musical comedy fans were able to 
wallow in dreams of days gone by, 
with the star in good voice to recall 
many of his principal successes—not 
film ‘Monte 
Cario,” in which Margaret Eaves 
spiritedis’ sang the Jeannette Mac- 
donald hit, ‘Beyond the Blue Hori- 
zon.’ Gai-was also the butt of gen- 
tle impromptu gags from Buchanan, 
the entire 30 mins. 
with almost non-stop patter with 
John Watt, who emceed. Subject of 
his jibes was secrecy surrounding 
location of BBC variety camp, and 
he even denied both his own and 
John Watt’s identity. Also went 


| slightly off the record when he took 


time out to sing a parodied version 
of the new Noel Gav nonsense hit, 
‘Run, Rabbit, Run,’ substituting Adolf 
Hitler for the furry creature. 

_ Buchanan at this time is engaged 
In serving up entertainment for the 
khaki-clads. If this was typical of 
the fare, he’ll have an impossible 
task to get away from the camps 
and that'll be a pity, because radio 
could do with more. Maybe they'll 


| sneak up on him with a mike at one 


night before Thanksgiving: he made | 


a Thanksgiving dinner the 


back- | 


of his tent shows. Jolo. 
‘LAFF ’N’ SWING’ 
With Maurie Amsterdam, Mabel 


Todd, Tony Romano 
30 Mins.; Local 
Sustaining 


ground for most of the occasion’s| « 

comedy pother. The effect on the | Won’ teeel trek 

funny bone was from good to the| : ‘ , ‘ 

other extreme. Material petered out After 30 minutes of self-identified 

badly toward the end. with Billy | Comedy offered by Maurie Amster- 
‘} dam and Mabel Todd, the train 


House put to the dubiously comical ‘ 
device of an outside telephone call | hadn’t left the depot. Program pre- 
_ viously aired on the Coast, this be- 


to disperse a mob from around the | ‘ ‘ 

dinner table so that he and Pearce |g its first try East. In the first 

could have the turkey all to them- | half Amsterdam made a short spiel 

selves. Another high point in| @d finished it with a crack that 

Pearce’s script was the gag about| Could have easily been applied to 

the boob that gets mixed up with | the laugh content of the entire half 

bank robbers and sells what he| hour. He said, ‘that fills up 35 sec- 

thinks to be play $1,000-bills for a | 0nds. 

nickel a piece until the cops nab Mabel Todd vocals as well as de- 
ivering comedy lines that could 


him. 1] 
Arlene Harris, as usual, came!show her to advantage if they were 
more pointed. 


through with a monolog that was, better written and 
both bright and diverting. The plugs She did an okay job on ‘Gianina 
for Dole were effectively inter-| Mia.” Tony Romano handled ‘Oh 
polated, even though Shakespeare at | You Crazy Moon’ in neat vocal fash- 
one point was sacrificed in the pro-/|ion as well as directing band. 





cess, ' An unfortunate start. 
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RIP OFF THE MASK! 


and find triple proof of what a low-cost radio 
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ACTUAL STORE INVENTORIES 





show an 8870 increase in sales due to Radio— and Radio alone! 


EVERY obscuring detail was ripped away. The 
program was put through the stiffest cross- 
examination research could devise. The client asked 
for it; wanted to measure exactly the sales impact 
of his CBS program apart from all his other sales 
efforts. It took everything in the research book to 
do it: actual store inventories, home inventories, 
personal interviews and coincidental telephone 
calls. All these were used by Crossley, Inc. And 
this is how they did it: 


SLEUTHING at the counter! The biggest and tough- 
est job was an exact measurement of the impact 
of this program at the dealer's counter. The client 
made it possible by choosing, for Crossley, two 
major markets in which all his sales factors were 
exactly comparable except for radio; his program 
was heard in one market, not in the other. Here’s 


how perfect a pair of marketing research scales the 
client picked: 








MARKET A MARKET B 
Population...... 149,900  Population...... 127,412 
Retail Sales*. . 515,928,000 Retail Sales*. . 515,034,000 
Retail Qutlets*...... 506 ~—Retail Outlets*..... 497 





*In this sponsor’s field. 








And remember: all sales and advertising efforts of 
the sponsor were identical in both markets except 
for radio. CBS alone made the difference! Crossley 
measured this difference by taking actual store 
inventories on the sponsor's product week after 
week, for a full month. In exactly the same type of 
stores in both cities. In enough stores to be repre- 
sentative of all the stores in both cities. And this 
is what Crossley found: 


188 units oF save er ween IN avERAGE sroRES IN RADIO. maRKer 








CBS alone made the difference! 


eal.) 


Crossley found that average stores in the radio market were 
selling 188 units of the sponsor's product, for every 100 


units of sales in average stores in the non-radio market. Am 
increase of 88% due to CBS! 


—_—————— 
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.. AMONG LISTENERS ONLY 
| Sales are 81/ higher than the nearest competitor's 
| (but only 7% higher among non-listeners) 
DOUBLE CHECK: Moving in from the total 
markets (where they found an 88% sales- Soar ee aE Tee 


| increase created by radio) Crossley’s inves- Sen onnny 000 wale he thnk comeatin 


brand, among known listeners to this 
program. An 81% increase — due al- 
most entirely to radio alone! For among 
non-listeners, for every 100 families who 
used the next brand, 107 used the spon- 
sor’s product —only a 7% increase. 


tigators then checked the use of the product 
in the radio market alone; among families 
known to have heard the program, and fami- 
lies who never heard it. They found these 
families by coincidental telephone calls and 
by personal interviews: two test groups 


Ly) 


comparable in every way except for listen- 


‘100 00 


ing to this program. And for their use of ase 
COMPETING 
BRAND 


USE 
SPONSOR'S 
BRAND 


COMPETING 


| the sponsor’s product! When Crossley USE 
SPONSOR'S 


BRAND 








| inventoried the pantry of each family they 
| unmasked this striking competitive situa- 


tion —dueto radio alone. (See chart, right) KNOWN LISTENERS NON-LISTENERS 





AMONG REGULAR LISTENERS ONLY 


sales are 236% higher than the nearest competitor’s 
(and 59% higher among occasienal listeners) 











336 families use the sponsor's product, 
for every 100 using the next competing 
brand, among regular listeners to this 
program. A 236% difference — created 
by repeated radio impacts. Among occa- 
sional listeners, there’s a 59% differ- 
ence in favor of the sponsor's product. 





Kh | TRIPLE CHECK: During the personal inter- 


views, each “listening” family told Crossley 
whether it heard the program regularly or occa- 


sionally. The use of the sponsor’s product was 


00 


USE 
SPONSOR'S 
BRAND 


“Ust i 
COMPETING 


My SPONSOR'S 
BRAND 


then checked in these two groups of families 








—exactly comparable in every way except for 





listening regularly or occasionally. The chart 


REGULAR LISTENERS OCCASIONAL LISTENERS on left shows what Crossley found. 


| MORE DETAILS m 
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THE MASK IS OFF... 


It’s seldom that an advertising medium is subject to the triple cross- 
examination reported on the preceding pages. Not often is every ob- 
securing detail ripped so completely away. But radio, as you see, didn’t 


mind at all. And now that all the facts are in, there’s only this to add: 


The entire ambitious study was focussed on a CBS program on the air 


only six months prior to the tests. 


At no time did this program “rate” more than an average-sized audi- 


ence for its type of show. 
And its talent cost was below average. 


The results of this program were average, too... for radio. There’s 
nothing unique in this CBS “success-story” ... except for the care with 
which the power of a program was isolated and measured for its spon- 
sor. The results were there, whether “‘measured”’ or not. And the results 


continue, for the sponsor is still with us on the air. 


Who is the sponsor? Sorry, but he asked us not to tell. You know 


how clients are. When they hit «2: as successful a sales strategy as 
this, they’re not prone to shout about it. So, while we’ve cheere 
fully unmasked, in every detail, radio’s full sales-im pact we can’t 


unmask our sponsor. 





The Columbia Broadcasting System 


483 MADISON AVENUE « NEW YORK CITY 
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KANSAS CITY: 


By EDGAR A. GRUNWALD 


A RADIO BAZAAR 





Kansas City, Dec. 5. 


To put it mildly, Kansas City is the radio lawyer’s Val- 
halla. For some reason or another, the FCC never got around 
to assigning a 50,000-watter. Instead the FCC stuck in six 
regionals and one local. With this unique assortment stir- 
ring up the foam in an urban center of 620,900, it was inevit- 
able that part of the competitive scrapping would be done in 
Washington. Which is exactly what has happened, to the 
great—and profitable—delight of Washington lawyers. 

It was furthermore inevitable that six regional stations in 
a single market would sooner or later get into a rate-card 
tangle. That, too, has happened—generally with WDAF 
(owned by the Kansas City Star) piping the music for the 
merry-go-round. For WDAF, located on the splendid 610 ke 
pand and affiliated with the NBC Red, thinks that $35 is 
enough for a daytime quarter-hour. This price, with maxi- 
mum discounts, eventually gets down to $20. So the other 
stations, competitively laying their sights on WDAF, rig up 
a rate structure in varying degrees of bargain-basement 
calibre. Admittedly, the rates are sometimes all right, and 
sometimes disgracefully cheap—all depending on how bravely 
the individual operators think they can go into a scrap with 
WDAF. 

There’s also another angle. Since six of the seven stations 
are regionals, they are always tempted to shoot for network 
affiliation and national spot business, while the local market 
looms more as a last-stand desperation measure than any- 
thing else. That leaves the sole local station to do the bulk 
of the groundwork at home. But this local singleton 
(KCKN) is located in Kansas City, Kans., not in Kansas City, 
Mo. So it’s batting in a tough league right off. 

The ramifications occasioned by these various situations 
are a long, sad tale. Most of it by now is on the record books 
of the FCC—placed there during testimony in the endless 
court battles. WREN, for instance, has been in Washington 
who knows how many times, periodically asking permission 
to move from Lawrence to Kansas City proper, once trying 
to sell itself to the Star (this sale was vetoed), and occa- 
sionally harping about its 1,220 frequency (which is the har- 
monic of WDAF’s 610). Arthur Church has twiddled his 
thumbs for months trying to get 5,000 watts nighttime for 
KMBC. Don Davis and John Schilling for years clamored 
for fulltime operation for WHB, failing which the station is 
now pleading for 50,000 watts daytime only. And each of 
these pleas, of course, is accompanied by an answering salvo 
of protest from the competition. 

As might be imagined from such a situation, the Kansas 
City stations generate less profit than any comparable group 
in the U. S. But, oddly enough, profft statements of small 
stature have been no damper on showmanship here. In fact, 
several of the Kansas City operators blithely proceed under 
an overhead of such admirable dimensions that it is impos- 
sible to see why the FCC has not treated them a little better. 


KMBC HAS 86 ON PAYROLL, 
RECORD FOR STATION OF SIZE 


Arthur Church (KMBC), for instance, with great pride 
maintains the almost unbelievable payroll of 86 people, and 
is spending around $150,000 annually on programming, which 
—so he says in promotion pieces—is ‘no hay.’ That’s a tri- 
umph of understatement. Most stations of his size could get 
along with $50,000 for programs. 

WHB, meantime, hands out pay checks to 43 people—also 
no hay. And WREN—the FCC's steadiest customer for new 
technical facilities—instead of making a deal with a hotel for 
cheap living quarters, a couple of years ago bought the 
YMCA building in Lawrence, and now has a swimming pool 
(dry) in the basement, and a fountain (wet) in the lobby. 
Which gives you a rough idea, 

What the whole thing sums up to is this: From the private 
angle, owning a radio station in Kansas City is a man-sized 
job; from the advertiser’s angle, the city—like Dallas and 
Fort Worth—is a veritable Oriental bazaar of radio possi- 
bilities. The area, furthermore, is grade-A radio territory. 
Kansas City is a huge railroad center, and one of the nation’s 
biggest focal spots for the manufacture and distribution of 
farm products. Parenthetically, it looks as if one of the re- 
cent local business drawbacks—the stench from investigation 
of the political machinery—has blown away. 

KMBEC is the CBS affiliate, owned by Mr. and Mrs. Arthur 
Church (the latter, who built his first radio station in 1915 
and the present setup in 1921, also owns a radio-television 
school and is a minority stockholder in KITE, another station 
hooked to a television school). KMBC operations, as previ- 
ously mentioned, are on such a grand scale that the station, 
considering its size, spends more coin in overhead than any 
other outlet visited on this trip. This can easily be observed 
from the following list of Church’s executives: Karl Koerper, 
vice-president; Carter Ringlep (previously with the Iowa 
Network), sales service manager; Felix Adams (ex-WLW), 
program director; Kenneth Krahl, studio director; P. Hans 
Flath, musical director; Milt Allison (previously with Skelly 
Oil), publicity and promotion director; Jimmie McConnell, 
artists bureau head: Mark Smith, research and merchandis- 
ing; Bert Lane, assistant program director; Phil Evans (pre- 
viously in the livestock commission business), farm director; 
Kenneth Graham, educational director; Neal Keehn, special 
events; Erle Smith, news editor. 

KMEC currently is doing a very nice business, 10% of it 
local and regional, 25% national spot, and 65% network. A 
single rate is maintained. Merchandising, consisting of pre- 
announcements, direct mail, some newspaper ads, space on 
the back of Yellow Cabs, etc., will soon be stepped up to in- 
clude an even wider scope. Plenty of talent—including lots 
of hillbilly—is kept on hand, for Church puts all of his prin- 
Cipal performers under five-year contracts; and the artists 
bureau makes around 400 bookings annually. Programs otf 
all types are kept in a future file. 

) The big emphasis at KMBC is on service features, and that 
includes a lot of rural stuff. Newscasts, of which five are 
aired daily by Erle Smith and John Farmer, are a promi- 
nent item; ditto livestock and poultry market reports. Mean- 
time a ‘Food Scout’ broadcast is aired mornings at 8:30 direct 
from the Market Ass’n; Beulah Karney spiels a ‘Happy 
Kitchen’ home economics stanza at 9:30 a.m.; Joanne Taylor 
Elves fashion flashes: Walt Lochman gabs sports in season 
(assisted by Donald O’Brien) and gives daily sportscast at 

‘°°. 9m. when most stations are using web commercials; 
and Margaret and Gordon Munroe have a chatter serial en- 
titled ‘Across the Breakfast Table.’ 

Another heavy item is the ‘Brush Creek Follies’ Saturday 


night hillbilly variety show. It’s currently coming from the 
Masonic Temple, where admission is scaled to a 40c top. 
KMBC’s house band numbers 10 pieces, but is frequently 
used in smaller units. Bonnie King is the billed femme 
vocalist, 

WHB is the Mutual outlet, owned by the Cook Paint & 
Varnish Co., and piloted by Don Davis (president and com- 
mercial manager) and John T. Schilling (vice-president and 
general manager). This two-man front office is a happy 
affair, for Davis has a penchant for showmanship of the col- 
orful sort, while Schilling quietly acts as opposite end of the 
magnet. WHB acquired the one and only plaque issued by 
Vaniery to a part-time station, and has been notable for two 
kinds of programming: (1) a lusty, zippy sort; and (2) across- 
the-board schedules. The WHB production sheet is unique 
in that all programs run virtually every day. That’s to drum 
them into listeners’ memories, and the idea is a cardinal point 
here. 

WHB operates under three rates: a national, a regional, 
and a local. Business is predominantly local, though there 
is an appreciable amount of national spot. The dollar volume 
divides up thus: 60% local, 10% regional, 10% network, and 
20% national spot. Merchandising is actively practiced, and 
to make the proposition equitable to everyone, it is based 
on a unit system—so many units per dollar of time purchased. 
Meantime civic affairs and stunts come in for lots of atten- 
tion. 

M. H. (Mouse) Straight is sales manager for Kansas City. 
He’s been here seven and a half years, previously heading 
up continuity. Dick Smith, a WHB man six years after a 
stretch at KMBC, is program director. Nelson Rupard co- 
ordinates programs and handles publicity, while Frank 
Barhydt takes care of continuity. Virg Bingham, a blind 
swing pianist, is musical director, 

Also harping on certain service features, WHB is heavy 
on weather and market reports. Regular news is aired five 
times daily with Bob Caldwell, Jr., as featured newscaster. 
Among WHB’s older and better-known stanzas are: ‘Good 
Morning Girls,’ a Sisters of the Skillet affair conducted by 
Dick Smith at 9 a.m.; ‘Today’s Top Tunes’ at 9:15 a.m., pop 
music as unravelled from Vartery’s hit list; ‘Story Behind 
the Song,’ giving the history of songs and orchestras; ‘Judge’s 
Point of View,’ talks direct from the municipal court; safety 
messages; dramatized biographies of U. S. Presidents; a house 
orchestra session at 11:30 a.m., with John Wahlstedt warbling 
tenor; Kenneth Kay’s songs at 12:15; a second house orchestra 
session with Les Jarvies emceeing; Jack Grogan’s man-on- 
the-street; a staff frolic in which all major talent is show- 
cased at 2:30 p.m.; ‘Musical Milestones’ wherein, at 3:30, the 
VARIETY Rapio Directory’s cavalcade is put to life; an all- 
colored revue on Saturdays (Vine St. Varieties); and a ‘Kid- 
dies Revue’ on Saturday morning, with Charles Lee steering. 
Local big business is prominently saluted via a series of biogs 
on the firms and their personnel. 

WDAF, owned by the Star, is the NBC Red outlet, and a 
money-maker of first rank despite its rigid policies which 
bar (1) station merchandising; and (2) laxatives, beer, wine, 
liquors, and even mixers used in making highballs, etc. The 
station has a single rate, and specializes in national spot and 
network business. Right now a new set of studios is being 
finished, representing an expenditure of around $50,000. In 
programming and in general policies, WDAF is ultra-con- 
servative, 


WDAF, THE LAIR OF LA FITZER, 
AND ALSO A VERY NICE PROFIT 


Dean Fitzer is WDAF top man, holding that niche since 
1925 (he was previously with the paper as reporter), V. S. 
Batton is Fitzer’s assistant. Gardner Reames is sales man- 
ager, and Harry Kaufmann handles programs and music, also 
directing the nine-piece house band. The staff overall num- 
bers 29. 

Through WDAF’s heavy commercial schedule, civic and 
service features shine through most noticeably, There’s a 
farm show at 6 a.m. with hillbilly music plus weather and 
market reports. The Council of Churches gets a quarter- 
hour daily. Freddie Weingarth spiels football, being assisted 
in sports duties by Ernie Mehl (from the Star). AP news is 
aired thrice daily, and flashes are liberally interspersed 
where necessary. Lines to all important civic centers are 
maintained,, and again with the conservative-civic idea in 
mind the station has a stanza explaining paintings in the art 
gallery, and has the house orchestra play light classics at 
11 p.m. with Guy Runyon reading poetry. 

WREN, the NBC Blue outlet, is located in Lawrence, Kans., 
though the transmitter is only 20 miles from Kansas City. 
Owned by the same family owning the Jenny Wren Flour 
Company, the station currently is valiantly trying to get itself 
moved into the metropolis proper. No attempt is made to 
garner any Lawrence business whatsoever. Network and 
national spot business are fair, but would naturally be much 
improved with a switch in location. One rate is the policy. 
Merchandising is practiced along all standard lines—letters, 
calls, distribution of cards, etc. 

Verl Bratton, here since 1927 and once with KFWB, runs 
the station. (Bing Smith is actual manager and president, 
but he’s now in Omaha running KOWH.) Ernest Pontius, 
with the station since it started, is commercial manager. 
John Bondeson handles programs, the bulk of which are NBC 
sustainers or remotes from Kansas University (Mocated in 
Lawrence). All additional data on this station will have to 
be given after the FCC decides whether or not it is to move. 


STEWART SPARK PLUGS THE 
ATTENTION-GETTERS FOR KCMO 


KCMO, intimately interested in the Transcontinental net- 
work, is under new management, which is doing some rip- 
snorting things. Owned principally by the Crown Drug Co., 
the station also has a minority stock ownership in the hands 
of the publisher of the Journal. This double-header back- 
ground is an asset. And on top of it, Jack Stewart, the new 
sales and general manager (ex-WFIL), is wasting no time 
going to town on promotion, stunts, and general live-wire 
activities. KCMO—like KXOK in St. Louis—has the whistle 
tied down all the time. Jim Coy, once with NBC and 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert, is program director, while Bert 
Buhrman handles musical chores, 

KCMO has a national and a local trade, and its merchan- 
dising is a lucky natural—ads and space in the Journal, on 
the one hand, and huge tie-ups with the 93 Crown drug 
stores on the other. Mutual netwerk commercials are ais: 





—— 


carried from time to time, but sustainers are not taken. 
KCMO, however, is careful not to let its store and newspaper 
tie-ups result in any monkey-works. For instance, drug and 
similar accounts must be placed through an agency in a 
bona fide way; and the newspaper tie-up is a true trade-out 
deal, since the stock ownership is in the hands of the Journal 
publisher personally. The paper itself owns no stock in 
KCMO. 

Programming is typically urban. There are no hillbillies 
and almost no farm fare. News is aired every hour on the 
hour with Hal Mulligan at the helm. At 8:30 a.m. comes a 
musical clock, wound by Bob Early. At 11:15 a.m. is a 
program of local city doings, and at 6:30 p.m. Lowell Law- 
rence of the Journal gives a gossip roundup. Anne Hayes, 
also of the Journal, spiels home economics. Wes Carr does 
an inquiring-reporter at 1:15 p.m. Jim Coy runs a ‘Melody 
Ballroom’ between 2 and 3 p.m. and a ‘Bureau of Missing 
Persons’ in the evening—one of those heart-throb, audience 
participation affairs. Transcribed music is liberally used, and 
the programming all around is pretty well balanced. Well- 
— members of the Journal staff are often used for ether 

uties. 

KITE, owned by First National Television, is piloted by 
Plug Kendrick (who also has a hand in WINN, Louisville). 
The*station, almost to the exclusion of everything else, harps 
on three angles: (1) hillbillies of whom there are 40 on the 
list; (2) merchandising; and (3) getting mail. The last-named 
item is coming to pass with a bang, for in the last five months 
some 135,000 letters have come in. The station has a single 
rate, and is well in the black. National spot business is being 
cultivated, and sales arguments all center around buying 
strips across-the-board, 

Kendrick, an oldtimer in radio and previously with WIRE, 
holds all actual titles on the station staff. Gene Wyatt, how- 
ever, comes close to being called right-hand man, and Frank 
Dent could be assigned the title of program director. Run- 
ning from 4 a.m. to 2 a.m., the station comes near setting a 
record in hillbilly programming, ranging from out-and-out 
corny to the smart Texas cowboy stuff. Four news periods 
daily, Betty Paige’s home economics, a couple of serials, and 
a few transcriptions are about all the production not scraped 
off a violin or sung through the nose. 

KCKN, the one local station, is owned by the Kansan, a 
Capper publication, and smartly run by Ellis Atteberry. For 
37 consecutive months the dollar intake has been running 
ahead of the same month in prior years. Business is prac- 
tically all local, two-thirds coming from the Kansas side of 
the river, and one-third from the Missouri side. The station 
has a single rate, will not do any merchandising which might 
be construed as rate-cutting, and does not accept beer or 
liquor advertising. 

Owne Balch, here two years after coming over from KFH, 
Wichita, is commercial manager. George Engelter (ex- 
KRNT) is program director, while Ruth Kendall handles pub- 
licity and continuity, and Ruth Royal is musical director. 

Music and news are big program items. The former is 
aired every hour, with Olaf Soward featured. Other strong 
stanzas are: A musical clock at 7 a.m. with Betty Sweeney 
and Olaf Soward; film news at 8:05 a.m.; a police court broad- 
cast; Wreta Seaton’s shopping hints, sold on a participating 
basis, at 9:15 a.m.; a noon-hour clock of pop music (the Sun- 
day edition of which features hit tunes as given by Variery); 
John Drake’s ‘Penny Pinchers,’ comprised of money-saving 
household hints, at 2:30 p.m.; interviews with merchants to 
plug nationally-advertised products; a review of Kansas City 
entertainment bets broadcast by Don Macon; a ‘Quizzer 
Court’ broadcast from various theatres under participating 
sponsorship; some sports news by Ralph Nelson; lots of tie- 
ups with newspaper writers; and lots of transcribed pop 


_ THE CUSTOMERS 


National and regional advertisers using the seven Kansas 
City stations are: 
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Columbia s Lecture Bureau 


Wednesday, Dee jember 6. 


ail 


Midnight Audition at Airport! 


Kansas City, Dec. § 

Dick Marvin. of William Esty agenev, took time between planes 
while fiying west, to audition Bonnie King and the Rhythm Riders of 
KMBC. With only 25 minutes between planes, Felix Adams and Ken 


RADIO 
KCMO Dramatic Dept. 


To Feed Transcontinent; 
Also Setting Musical Dir. 


Kansas City, Dec. 5. 

















Herbert Rosenthal Made Exec V. P. 
Upped 





— Becker Also 








a -_ 


‘olumbia Artists, Inc., is establish- | the tit! 
inz a lecture bureau, a new depar- bia Art 
in this CBS subsid last week was its 
manager, I. S. Becker 


ture. Details were worked out be- 


tween Herb Rosenthal and Larry business 
Lowman. Conti: 
Lecture bureau will work in har- management are Audrey Marsh, Mi- 


mony with the community booking | chael 
system of CBS’ other subsidiary, Co- | Wood, 
lumbia Concerts. Deep 


CBS lecture roster will include Four Cc! 
H. V. Kaltenborn, Ted Husing, Orson | Miss Wynn and Loring have sustain- 
Elmer Davis, | ing assignments. 


Richfield Seeks Hale 


Richfield 


Welles, Bob Trout, 
Howard Davis (no relation), Prof. 
Quiz, Deems Taylor, Bill Shirer, Ed | 
Murrow and Tom Grandin (when 
latter three return from abroad), 
Rolfe Kaltenborn and Ruth Brine. Mutual 


new CBS lecture department. 


— 


Bi addy ( “lark, Genevieve Rowe, 
Boys, Nan Wynn, the 
Men and the Martins. 


Yours’ 


Station KCMO has appointed Betty 
Ann Painter as chief of the 
executive v.p. of Colum- new dramatic department. 
pected to produce dramas 
forthcoming 
continental net as well 


Also dubbed avy p 


locally for the 


under the 


Doris Rhodes, 


Miss Painter 


Oil is negotiating with 
through Sherman K. Ellis & 
(his wife), as a team. and others. Cc. for a network to carry the ‘Con-. air all night Dec. 

Isabel R. Schott, who had her own | fidentially 
Outstanding Artists, Inc., heads the thur Hale once a week. 
Program has been originating from’ to distribute at 
Herbert Rosenthal has been given, WOR, Newark, 


for some time. poor families. 


as other sta- 
With Grayson En- 
loe, of the announcing staff, who has 
Barry had other dramatic 
Kenneth Hedy, new production head, 
station has nucleus for 
sive dramatic work. 


bureau's tion assignments. 


experience, and 


lately 
assignments on WHB and KMBC 
here. New musical director is to be for 


appointed promptly. 








KNX, Los Angeles, will stay on the 
16 to help Salva- 
stanza with Ar- tion Army and L. A. Times collect running on the networks, namely, 
coin for food and clothing pprchases 
Christmas time to 


station’s 
She's ex- 
originating 


Trans- for midnight tryout. 


Krahl of the station set up temporary studio in the airport station ana 
staged 15-minute show there. 

Gal singer had to be recalled from a theatre date in nearby town 
where she had been booked by KMBC Artists Bureau and rushed here 
Marvin has spot for torch singer, 














Four Serials 


more exten- 


handled 
vacation in five years, 
the Coast tomorrow 


IRNA PHILLIPS RESTS 


First Vacation in Five Years—Has, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Irna Phillips is taking her first | 
She leaves | 
(Wed- | 


nesday) with the plan of sailing for | 


—— Hawaii, and laying off all 


writing for the month. 


Happiness.’ 


‘The Guiding Light,’ ‘Road of Life,’ 
‘Woman in White’ and ‘The Right to, 


serial | 


' 
! 

















a our PRIMARY AREA 


THIS CONTEST FOR ADVERTISING MEN ONLY 


$500% CASH 


For the Best Name for the 
Territory Covered by the Pri- 
mary Area of WMT, KRNT, 
KSO and WNAX. 


Wer COULD ask you to tear off the 
top of your radio. We could ask you 
to send us your back copies of ‘The 
Rover Boys at Saskatchewan.” We 
could ask you to eat Crunchie- 
Wunchies three times a day. But, by 
golly, we won't! No, sir, all we want 
you to do is to take a load off our 


minds. 
Frankly, we've beat our brains 
against the wall, attended every 


seance in town—and still can’t think 
of a suitable name for the primary 
area covered by The Cowles Stations. 

So, if you're an advertising man or 
woman, get busy, cook us up a punchy 
monicker like “America’s Bread 
. aw, heck, you name it! 
Incidentally, we're paying $500.00 
for the best name. 


Basket,” or.. 






“WMT ” 


CEDAR RAPIDS 


WATERLOO 





;dent and 














YANKTON 


1OWA asa ae 


CEOAR RADIOS 


OLS MOINES 

















§ Afiliated with THE REGISTER AND TRIBUNE, Des Meines, 


HERE ARE THE RULES 


Conte st open only to members of advertising 
eneies and sales and advertising departments 

of radio advertisers 

Entries must be eubmitt -d on your firm letter 

head. Submit as many names as you desire 


Mail to Contest Editor, The Cowles Stations, 
Register and Tribune Bldg., Des Moines, Iowa. 
Entries must be postmarked not later than 
a December 31, 1939. 


10.00 cash will be paid for the name that, 
in the opinion of the judges, most accurately 
and completely describes the combined market 
or primary area of stations WMT, KRNT, 
KSO and WNAX. Entries will be judged fot 
originality, accuracy of description, and ap 


propriateness for use in advertising. Do not 
send elaborate entries. In cases of ties, duplicate 
prizes will be awarded, 

Decision of the judges wil! be final, and all 
entries become property of The C owles Stations 
for advertising or for any purpose they choose. 


WNA 


sYAN 
SO UN CT 











Represented Nationally by THB KATZ AGENCY 











FACTS ON THIS RICH 
MARKET TO HELP 
YOU WIN 


Situated in a rich farming district, the 
area served by The Cowles Stations con- 
tains more than 1,500,000 families who 
spend more than $1,500,000,000 annually 
with retailers in this territory. 


The farms located in this area represent 
10.7 per cent of the nation’s total, yet have 
an actual value of nearly 7 billion dollars, 
20.5 per cent of the nation’s total farm 
value, witha proportionately high income. 
One-third of the nation’s hogs are raised 
in this area... and 17.6% of the chickens. 

There are more than 1,364,000 radio 
families in the 385 primary counties that 
can be reached on the low combination 
rate. The Cowles Stations, Des Moines, 
will gladly send you any further informa- 
tion you desire. 


Contest Closes Dec. 31, 1939 
-. » Mall Entry Now! 








| Chicago, 
|terday (4) to resume parleys. 


AFRA CLOSING 
SUNDRY PACTS 


Detroit, Dec, 5. 
After several days of negotiations, 


Miss Phillips has four daily serials; American Federation of Radio Art- 


|ists expects to sign its first agree- 


i'ment with WXYZ here this week. 


Major Holmes, who's representing 
| AFRA’s national headquarters, held 
an all-day session with George 
Trendle and Allan Campbell, presi- / 
general manager last 
Thursday and spent the week-end in 
returning to Detroit yes- 


Holmes, meanwhile, has called on 


| WWJ and WJR with which he hopes 


to conclude pacts before Christmas. 


| All negotiations are aimed at raising 


employes wages and setting up stand- 


j}ard and minimum pay for all-length 
| programs 


One of chief remaining points to 
be settled in WXYZ-AFRA negotia- 
tions is treatment of WXYZ's Michi- 
gan web according to its standing as 
a network. Most of 18 points listed 
by Trendle as ‘vague or in dispute’ 
were settled Monday and no serious 
obstacle seen for reaching accord 
by end of this week, according to 
Major James P. Holmes, AFRA’s na- 
tional field representative. 

Will take coupla weeks for submis- 
sion of pact to AFRA national board, 
final Okay by WXYZ officials and 
then final approval by Detroit local, 
making anticipated 
operative before 


would be 


agreement not 
Christmas. Pact 
AFRA’s first with a De- 


| troit station 


American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists signed a contract Monday (4) 
with NBC for staff announcers, é¢tc., 


at WGY, Schenectady Pact cover- 
ing KYW, Philadelphia, was signed 
yesterday (Tuesday), Both agree- 


ments set basic pay scales of $165 to 
$192.50 a month and call for a 40- 
hour, five-day week. Matter of 
extra pay for commercial program 
is left open for future negotiation, 

Contracts are expected to be a 
model for subsequent deals for NBC 
other m. and o. stations 


‘Tobacco In N. C. Does 


Cause Some Excitement 


Charlotte. N. C., Dec. 5 

Accepted here as an important fu- 
ture factor in many sections of the 
south, heretofore producing only ap- 
ples, goats, hunting bears and hill- 
billy musicians, is the brand-new 
crop of tobacco grown for the first 
time in the mountain area of west- 
ern North Carolina. The crop is said 
to be a big success and harbinger of 


| folding money in a country where 


Confederate coins still circulate. 

Outsider may not understand why 
but this is big excitement WBT 
sent its farm editor, Grady Cole, and 
he came back so excited station was 
going to report to the Government, 
but decided to inform Leon Levine, 
of CBS New York headquarters, in- 
stead to arrange a special remote 
broadcast pronto. 












j/ THE WISE BUY 


BNS 


COLUMBUS, wth 


mrt 


JOHN BLAIR , 


5000 WATTS DAY 





1000 WATTS NIGHT 
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“Information Please” has first radio anniversary 





MEET THE “INFORMATION PLEASERS” 


who told them “Information Please” would never pay on the Blue Network 
—and now have increased Canada Dry sales mightily, with a far smaller ex- 


N the swanky Grand Ballroom of the Waldorf-Astoria, 


the NBC Blue Network, on November 14th, went 
to a First A nniversary Party for “Information Please.” 


body’s happy. 


the Mathes Company... are all happy because they 


turned down the advice of opinionated radio “experts” 


penditure than would be required for any other network. 


The NBC’ers pictured are happy because “Information Please” is another 
in the long list of Blue successes—one more outstanding proof that you can 
reach the important two-thirds of the country—the “Money Markets”— on 
the Blue at lowest cost nationally! ‘The facts we can show you will make 


you a happy Blue booster! They re yours for a phone call! 





“The Biue Network?” mused John Kieran over a 
lass of Canada Dry. “It's where lve been hearing 
Bill Stern all fall. 1t must be the football network.” 


Here are shown some of the pictures taken during 
the festivities. Note one thing in particular: Every- 


The principals of the “Information Please” program 


... the Canada Dry executives and the agency men from 





Mounted on a chair, President Roy W. Moore 
of Canada Dry rears back to let the First 
Birthday candle on huge cake “have it.’ P.S, 
He blew it out! Congratulations, Mr. M! 






came just before the birthday cake was cut, is the result of a sly remark 


8 om 





The happy smiles belong to J. M. Mathes. head of the Canada Dry Ad 
Agency; Milton Cross, NBC Announcer; Major Lenox Lohr, NBC Presi- 
dent, and Roy W. Moore, Canada Dry President. The laughter, which 


made by Mr. Cross about sweets. Later, Mr. Moore said to Major Lohr: 
“Speaking of sweets, Lenox, the Blue is the sweetest buy we ever made!” 











_ 









Bo ae 


“It’s where | ‘Meet Mr. Weeks’ on his program each 
week,” said F. P. A., taking his eyes off the micro- 
phone in an effort to spear a “pin point” ginger ale 


bul »ble. 








“It's Toscanint’s outlet,” stated Oscar Levant, rub- 
bing a tell-tale circle from the piano top. “He's a 
good musician, too!” 





| |} 
“It’s our network, too, gentlemen,” said Clifton Fadi- 


man. “Nice going. We save our client ten bucks by 
your brilliance.” 





Said John Kieran to Major Lohr: “Roy Moore just told me that our pro- 
gram on the Blue has upped Canada Dry sales far beyond his expecta- 
tions.” “Yes,” agreed the Major. “At a national advertising cost far lower 
than any other network's, Canada Dry reaches the markets with the spend- 
ing money on the Blue.” In case you re curious, we understand the gentle- 
man on the right—Jim Farley, works for the U. 5. Post Office Dept. 





Caught here in a chin-fest are Adirector W. S. Brown of Canada Dry; Fred 
M. Thrower, NBC Sales Rep. and Radio Director W. S. King of Mathes. 
While Mr. King’s gaze followed the rustle of an evening gown, Messrs. 
Brown and Thrower discussed recent Blue Network technical changes that 
have greatly increased the net work’s coverage. Said Mr. Thrower: * Yes, Bill 
—and the coverage has been increased without increasing advertising rales.” 


NBC BLUE NETWORK 


Bolter Buy Blac 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY * A RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA SERVICE 
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Women’s Pet 





Hate Remains Boxtops 


But Otherwise N.A.B. Code Seems to Have Won 


Favorable Reaction 


Washington, Dec. 5. 
Absence of squawks and coopera- 
tive spirit turned last week's huddle 
broadcasters and critical 
women’s groups into a mutual ad- 


miration society applauding the at- 
tempt to raise program standards via 
the N.A.B. code. 
meeting, following another intepreta- 


between 


tion session by the enforcement crew, | 
was chiefly educational, with both > 


sides explaining what is desired in 
the way of better service to dial- 
twisters. 

Conspicuous and significant devel- 
opment was the small number of 
specific complaints, noteworthy in 














THE 


SMOOTHIES 


BABS - CHARLIE - LITTLE 


Recording for Bluebird and Victor 


Listen to ‘‘Myrtle’’ 
on Bluebird and 


*‘The Little Red Fox’’ 
on Victor with Hal Kemp 











Four-hour joint) 


that practically every organization of 
any size was represented and the 
spokesmen fronted for upwards of 
10,000,000 housewives, parents and 
teachers. Altogether 68 outfits had 
‘a chance to lay views before the in- 
dustry heads in the give and take 
which followed the luncheon. 

Dual effort to acquaint women 
with the objectives and standards of 
the code as well as the best ways of 
using and enjoying benefit from radio 
was the chief accomplishment. 


response to request from Mrs, Harold factual observation. 


V. Milligan, radio head of the Gen- 
eral Federation of Women’s Clubs, 
the N.A.B. promised to assume re- | 
sponsibility for widespread distribu- | 
tion of copies of the code and inter- 
pretations together with booklets 
outlining the wavy to prepare 
speeches. and to huddle with small 
groups in effort to devise novel | 
forms of entertainment and instruc- | 
tion for kid listeners. Mrs. Milligan | 
suggested the industry should send | 
out ‘kits’ to acquaint club leaders 
with the objectives of the code move- | 
ment. | 

Concrete encouragement for ad- 
vertisers who conform with the code 
spirit and endeavor to raise program 
calibre was one result of the session. 
Several women promised they will 


| of production 


| entertainment of better grades and 
who acquiesce in the voluntary curbs 
laid down by N.A.B. 

| The cooperative effort will include 
a series of parleys with groups in- 
terested in the creative aspect of 
broadeasting. Through committees 


and headquarters’ attaches, the 
N.A.B. intends to sit down with 
| - ° 

smail factions interested in special 


|problems and having novel ideas, 
while a delegation will be invited to 
sit in with the code committee at a 
forthcoming get-together for enforce- 
ment discussion. 
| Admission that the knowledge as 
'to what children like and what kinds 
|of radio fare may be harmful is 
| wholly insufficient was one of the 
| highlights. One child psychologist 
| put across the point that in too many 
| instances parents have been yelping 
'about what they dislike or deem in- 


In | Jurious, rather than speaking from 
Dr. | 


She was 
Alice Keliher, representing the Pro- 


gressive Education Association, who | 
make | 


suggested both sides should 
more conscientious attempts to find 
out how the kids feel and observed 
the difficulty in measuring what kind 
may be detrimental 
to youthful knob-twiddlers. 


Boxtops Disliked 


The chief squawks were directed 


more at merchandising methods 
(chiefly boxtops, or going over the | 


parents’ heads to kids) than at the | 


type of entertainment dished up. 
None of the complaints were seri- 
ous, and names were mentioned only 
on two of three occasions. A nota- 
ble change from previous sessions 
when the women, getting together 


without broadcasters on hand, fired | 
at various individual head-liners. 

Concern was shown by various | 
| women about the situation as far as | 


urge their friends and neighbors to 
give visible support to sponsors 
whose products are plugged by radio 











Dire gets top 





day to talk to them about dirt. “Around noon time,” 
was what their answers boiled down to, “but give 
us a chance to eat first.” So WBT made it 12:30, 
and in the 450 broadcasts since then, it’s suited | 


everyone fine. Dirt gets “top billing? now, on WBT. 


The job of putting showmanship into soil was a 
challenge, but WBT isn’t the Showmanship Station 
of the Nation for nothing. When a Farmer Prinkle 
speaks on WBT, 
sands. Farmer Hans Prinkle proved that strip- 
cropping, reforestration and terracing are no idle 
terms, because the layer of top-soil that supports 
Carolina agriculture — a billion-dollar industry — 
averages a bare six inches! (One WBT urban 
listener wrote that she was so impressed she was 
going to terrace her backyard right away.) Farmer 
Prinkle, of course, is only one of dozens of Caro- 
lina farmers who visited—or were visited (in an 
“on the farm” broadcast) by —WBT in this series. 
WBT has made soil a major issue in the Carolinas. 
It can do the same job with your products. Write 


WBT or your nearest Radio Sales office and we'll 
start—right now. 





Represented by Radio Sales: New York, Chicago, Detroit, 


St. Louis, Charlotte, 


a 


WBT asked Carolina farmers, 3 


years ago, what was the best time of 


CHARLOTTE, N.C. + 50,000 WATTS 


Owned and operated by the Columbia Broadcasting System, 


|non-NAB members are concerned. 
While Neville Miller conceded the 
body numerically represents only 
'a percentage of the total stations, 
he emphasized that members 4ac- 
count for 92% of business volume | 
and include virtually al] network | 
outlets. He added that some mem- | 
bers own several stations but have | 
put only one or two into the assacia- 
tion for reasons of economy. 
Thought was expressed that NAB! 
will set an example which sponsors | 
and agencies will follow regardless 
of what stations are used, so the 
calibre of non-member programs is 
bound to be lifted. 


billing 


No vital rulings came from the 

° ° ' 

code enforcement sessions, which | 
was devoted to further discussion | 


about the ‘controversial issues’ prob- 
lem Pressed by numerous mem- | 
litical clauses, the 
cided it lacks information to make 
any comprehensive rulings and 
trended toward voluntary applica- 


laws and customs. 


Zanesville Researeh 


Zanesville, O., Dec. 5. 

Study of the effect of modern radio 
|on children is being made in Zanes- 
ville under the direction of Dr. 
Keith Tyler, of the radio division of 
the Bureau of Educational Research 
| of Ohio State university. Project is 
| being bankrolled by a grant of $165,- 
000 from the Rockefeller Foundation. 
Three-way approach is being made 
to learn (1) the effect on children 
between the ages of six and 19 





in smaller communities throughout 
the country, and (3) special local 
studies of educational programs, with 





A feature 
the installation of radio receivers in 
| classrooms of local schools. 


requests for his talk go inte thou- 


Little Public Patience 
With Straight Gab; 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 5. 

KDKA has tabooed the 15-minute 
quota for straight talk programs of 
a civic, educational or political na- 
ture. From now on the station will 
allot speakers only six or seven min- 
utes, and these speeches must be 
spotted in the middle of established 
sustainers that are basically musical. 


ager, explained that what prompted 
his policy was a survey which dis- 


closed that there’s little patience 
among listeners for 15 minutes or 
more of straight talk. The limita- 


tion, of course, won’t apply to paid 
political programs. 





Dewey Long, general manager, 
and Archie Grinalds, sales manager, 





of Eastern cities, 
|} First stop NYC 


J os , visiting agencies. 
N. €., Los Angeles, San Francisco . 


bers for interpretations of the po- | 
committee de- | 


tion of the code on a basis of state } 


[. | 


in | 
Zanesville, (2) a comparative study | 


Cleveland as the center of this phase. | 
of the venture has been | 


KDKA Curbs Speakers 


Sherman D. Gregory, KDKA man- | 


of WSAI, Cincy, are making a swing | 


=_-—= 


y ’ y} i | 
World System Will Again Code-Attackers Duck 


Deadhead Christmas Dise | — 
| ‘The Man Who Found Christmas,’ | Invitation to Speak: 


| by Waiter Pritchard Eaton, and ‘Lit- F 
orum Does Floppo 


tle Friend,’ by Abby Farwell Brown, 
will become the two sides of a spe- | Pica 
cial holiday transcription donated to | 
radio stations by the World Broad- 
| casting System Radio rights were 
| brought through the estate of the au- 
thor in each case, 

Martha Atwell will direct the 
Eaton story, with Ruth Russell, Par- 
ker Fennelly, Clayton Collyer, Gene 


Leonard, John Anthony, Effie Palmer |. ° : 

and three boy actors, Jack Grimes, | §S¥°5 can be handled turned out to 
li : > -e i, | be a one-sided affair with everybog 

'Tom Donnelly and Ronald Liss, in . 3 vets D0Gy 
‘the cast. Nelson Case announces. | applauding the restrainers, including 
er Gen. Hugh S. Johnson. 


This is the fifth year World has | = 
: . 4 . i Collapse of the opposition to the 
/deadheaded a Christmas disc to the | oh Guameneh Gunes whine 


| etati = ’ ‘les vai S g } 

fewest oe — , sulted in disclosure that one of the 
, | attackers would not speak unless his 
| railroad fare was paid to Washing- 
°° 'ton. David Lawrence, editor of the 
Fight Writing on Spec | U. S. News and vociferous foe of the 
EO | limitations, wasn’t interested in ap- 
| pearing before the mike again; Elliot 
| Roosevelt batted the invitation 
around and then decided not to get 
into the melee; and former Congress- 
man Sam Pettengill, the mouthpiece 
for Frank Gannett, after accepting 
the bid, declared at the last minute 
¥ ; he’d expect to be reimbursed for 

SUMMERVILLE AT WWL | expenses, 
New Orleans, Dec. 5. 
| W. H. Sumerville assumed man- 


Washington, Dec 5 
Both the Mutual Network ang the 
| National Association of Broadcasters 
were red-faced last week after the 
attempt to set an example by Staging 
an open-forum discussion of the new 
N.A.B, code. Broadcast which was 
designed to show how controversial 





| 
| 
| 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

| The Radio Writers Guild is launch- 

ing a campaign to eliminate specu- | 

lative writing for the air shows 
Screen Writers are watching 

sults sympathetically, 


re- 














agership of WWL Friday (1), suc- 
|ceeding Vincent Callahan, who re- 
|cently moved to WBZ, Boston. Sum- 
|merville was formerly manager of 
!WGST, Atlanta. 

| Post was filled temporarily by Al- 
fred Cummings, WWL auditor, who 
resumes old job. 


L. B. Wilson and wife to Miami. 























NO ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN IS COMPLETE WITHOUT WSM 


| 
| 
' 
| 
| 





WELCOME, 
PRINCE ALBERT 


Millions of loyal listeners and many new friends 
are now hearing a part of WSM’s Grand Ole’ 
Opry over 24 Southern NBC Stations. This pro- 
gram, a half-hour show, is sponsored by the R. J. 
Reynolds Tobacco Company. makers of Prince 
Albert, “The National Joy Smoke”. 


In choosing their talent, Prince Albert first deter- 
mined America’s program preference. Research 
disclosed that despite the mechanized sophistica- 
tion of today America still has a heart of homespun. 


WSM‘'s staff of 250 diversitied artists are capable 
of putting on any type program for any product 
er any audience. But talent is only one consid- 
eration. 50,000 Clear Channel Watts, plus alert 
merchandising methods, are two other factors that 
make WSM's shows a success ... a success de- 
termined only by a very definite sales increase. 
May we show you facts and figures that will sell 
| your product? 


National Representatives, Edward Petry & Co.., Inc. 


AA | 


NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 
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AKES STEP | 
APPEASE GRITICa 





Network Exchanging Points 
of View with Committee of 
Eight Clubwomen — Also 
Extending Scope of Its 
Women’s Activities Dept. 


INVITING OPINIONS 


Wednesday, December 6, 1939 





er 





ee 


the expense and work. In the Gen- 
eral Federation of Women’s Club 
program, ‘Echoes of History,’ which 
goes on the blue network Wednes- 
days (starting today) at 2:15 p.m., 
the continuity is the responsibility of 
Mrs. Milligan. NBC provides and 
pays any actors, announcers, produc- 
tion, etc. ‘Echoes of History’ will 
include the ten commandments for 
democracy of Jeading feminine per- 
sonalities. 
much-publicized credo enunciated by 


governor of New York. 

Another NBC starter is Alma 
Kitchell’s ‘Streamline Journal,’ which 
will be backed up by Irving Meller’s 


music and include sundry ‘maga- 
zine’ features, including a Miss 
Gadabout, a Bright Idea Box and 


‘The Cover Lady’ (a twist on woman 
of the week). Miss Kitchell 


Idea is an offshoot of the | 


| has 
Mrs. Herbert H. Lehman, wife of the | 


Collie |; 


83 








tinues her other program, ‘The Brief 
Case,’ Fridays at 6:05 p.m. 
June Hynd’s Findings 

June Hynd, the colleague of Mar- | 
garet Cuthbert, director of the Wom- | 
en's Activities Department at NBC, | 
will confine her ‘Let’s Talk lt Over’ | 
to Thursdays. It was formerly three- | 
a-week. Her ‘Guest Book’ show also | 
goes on. Miss Hynd has made some 
significant discoveries apropos wom- 
en’s programs. Beauty and fashion 
little appeal to the ladies, or, 
at any rate, fails to evoke any ap- 
preciable reaction. In the order of 
their interest to women, the most ef- 


— 


fective radio program themes appear | 


to be: 
Children. 
Husbands, 
Home life. 
How to be happy 


Fundamentally the clubwomen are 


NBC WOOING CLUBWO 


- 4 


principally concerned with kid pro- 


|grams, This is the rallying cry of 
most of their criticism of commer- 


cial radio. They object to the cliff- 
hanger stuff, to the ‘abrupt scenes for 
melodramatic effect’ that have no 
cohesion with the broad sweep of the 
series. In fact, the clubwomen savy 
the kid programs have no sweep ai 
all and that’s one thing that’s wrong. 





‘Bouquet of The Week’ 
Seattle, Dec. 5. 

Dorothy Mason, local free lance. 
,has debutted ‘The World of Women’ 
under sponsorship of RyTak 
KOL, in daily 15-minute sections 
| No menus, no recipes, just keeping 
|out of the kitchen with tomorrow's 
| fashions, today’s problems, women in 
the limelight, visiting femmes, drama 
‘and the art of living. 


over 





VARIETY 
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EN 


TWO 


WHN, N.-Y., nas sold two full hours 
commercially. Polident, false tooth 
cleaner, has taken over A. L. Alex- 
ander’s Arbitration program Fri- 
days at 9 p. m. Brown & Thomas 





ee 





| is the agency, 


‘The Bowery Mission’ has been 
sold to Restland Memorial Park 
through the Hudson agency. It's on 
Sundays at 3. 

Bob Reed now directing Basil 
Raihbone’s Sherlock Holmes series 


instead of Ted Hediger. 


























































































Steps to meet and mollify club- 
women criticism of radio programs 
sre being iaken by the National | 


Broadcasting Co. Several sympto- | 
matic occurances of the past fort- 
night all unite to underline the di- 
rection of NBC planning. 


One gesture is the creation of a 
committee of eight clubwomen under 
ihe chairmanship of Mrs. Harold V. 
Milligan, This creates a clearing 
house for the exchange of points of 
view between the women and the 
network. Another recent act was the 
bringing together at a luncheon of 
such clubwomen leaders as Mes- 
dames Dorothy McFadden, Rita 
Hockheimer, Nathaniel Singer, Doro- 
thy Gordon and Alice V. Keliher for 
the purpose of meeting Mrs. Knox 
Reeves, of the Minneapolis adver- 
tising agency of that name, which 
has supervision over General Mills’ 
‘Jack Armstrong’ program. 








Last week's session in Washing- 
ton, D. C., when clubwomen flung 
questions at Neville Miller and Ed 
Kirby, of the National Association of 
Broadcasters, concerning the code, is 
apropos of the whole development. 

Meantime, the Women's Activities 
Department of NBC, which produces 
some 400 programs a year, is ex- 
tending its scope still further, add- 
ing new programs, revising old ones. | 
In particular, it is to tie-in with the 
National Council of Women and the 
General Federation of Women's 


Clubs 
Peggy Wood's Job 
Peggy Wood, the legit actress, 
sieps Into the picture as paid (by 
NBC) moderator of ‘the Quilting 
Bee,’ which starts Dec. 20 in a tie- 
up with the National Council of 


Women, which has designated Luella 
Laudin as iis liaison with NBC 
‘Quilting Bee’ will consist of four 
or five women talking problems over. 
Representatives of organizations with 
‘something to say’ will be invited to 
sit in as they apply. Test of their 
availability will be national charac- 
ler of the organization and national 
Importance, And the soccer-style 
approach to the ideas is expected to 
inject a little liveliness into the pro- 
grams, Organizational stuff is 
prone be dull as the ‘othe: 
side’ a phonograph record. 

Relationship NBC to the co- 
sponsoring organizations with which 
it cooperates varies as to sharing of 


to 
on 


as 


of 











4 NETWORK HITS! 
PAUL SULLIVAN tue new 


THE NEWS 
CBS Network—39 Stations 
Every night but Sat., 11-11:15 E.S.T. 
for RALEIGH CIGARETTES 


J UNCLE WALTER'S DOG HOUSE} 


for SIR WALTER RALEIGH TOBACCO 


AVALON TIME seo sxacron 


NBC Red Network—71 stations 
Wednesday nights—8:30-9 E.S.T. 


for AVALON CIGARETTES 


PLANTATION PARTY 


NBC Blue Network—76 stations 
Friday nights—9-9:30 E.S.T. 


for BUGLER CIGARETTE TeBsAcce 
















WE'RE 


























Presented by Si 
} % BROWN & WILLIAMSON TOBACCO CORP, 
: Leuisville, Kentucky 


THE Own LS, Py eR 


NEW #2 WIGHT and DAY 


NER SRO i a . 





RR Nn sn 











ener ye Sree 


ee ee 


: = 


26 VARIETY 


RADIO- 


WV ednesday, December 6, 1939 














—————— 


All Five Daytime Only 
Starters on Texas Web 





+ 

r¢ 
+ 
|? 
3 


Now Have Full Time. FHFFHFFFFSFSESESEFEFEFEFEEFEEFEEEFEEEFEEFEFSEFOFOEPOPOOOS 


MAJOR DECISIONS eg Ta 


San Antonio, Dec 
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This arrangement, 


ontention was 


he protested, 


that 


ty pes 
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F. C. C’s WASHINGTON DOCKET 


srseressessesesoseooeees Adams Confirms Jan. Start 


+ Join Tra nscontinental: 


constituted a 


of transfers which’ Stations that have worked out af. 


Tit} 4 y « . ani California: Final nixing was handed to Yuba-Sutter > Ciel 10 (b> was designed to prohibit are those involving Mr 4% “ . — s ° 
Wit i KRRV, at Sherman-Denison ay sme (a ters rf ‘lie lle on plea for 2 new station to be consiru mn peration or maintenance of the station or fillation arrangements With the proe- 
20ing to full time operation, the yperated of bh nal frequency 1320 ke with 250 watts ‘con | of the operations of a station by the transferee or posed new network, the Transconti 
. i , ; } *) 7 4 t 7e@ ® » AUL oo 
Texas State regional web has al! Of | power Commish decision and order was preceded by the any person other than the person who has been authorized) nantal Broadcasting System, were 
24 stations on ful ime schedules ip int filing its exeeptions to a previous adverse finding b the €omm ion for such purposes ae a . 

At tk m - ft * _— ponte rd | and asking the rulaturs to ‘correct’ their views or reopen Neither the foregoing provision nor any other provision in advised last week by John T. Adams, 
Alt the time the web was organizec the proceedings. ‘Took the slant that the FCC was at fault the indenture would have this effect except in the event of the TBS chairman, that the contractg 
over a year ago five of the affiliates n judging financial evidence ‘confusing and contradictory’— defauit on the bonds,’ Commish decreed, and ‘the Commission | would become effective Jan 1] The 

hac icenses ti -rati verticular hen $16,950 in cash allegedly was on deposit cannot assume that such default is a likely contingeney in , ‘i i ee 
_ licen cs = ge a for nat ote ss - the flac ad transmitter. the face of its findings with respect to the applicant's TBS last week also for the first time 
only. One y one they nave re- een yer company also quarreled with the Commish over present financial condition.’ No legal basis for the denial | disclosed the names of some of its 
ceived permission to add night time}, penuke respecting applicant's failure to prove that the of the request for a 100-watter on 1420 ke, it concluded. 'execs. George J. Podeyn, who was 

programs io their schedules. use of a local frequency would not be available to render Applicant was represented by Paul D. P, Spearman and *« 4 NBC in the late 20's. w ll 
a 7 rj j re . service to the Marysville area Complained that no notice Frank [ Fletcher, with Bliot C. Lovett appearing on behalf 5 Wi be 

KRRV will boost its power from : | general manager; M. P. W: 
a F : F d shift its! “@" furnished that this question was to be placed in issue of Emisen i al anager, M. , amboldt, 
250 watts to 1000 watts an shift its and that, for the Commish to raise the question in its Louisianna-Tennessee: Juice-jumps for WJBO, Baton who did production for NBC and 
frequency from 1310 kilocycles tO) proposed findings, constituted taking an unfair advantage of Rouge, and W Aro Chattanooga. recelved a tentative okay Transamerican in Chicago, has the 
the applicant and denying it due process, on grounds of a greatly improved service to an increased . ‘ 
B80. DI s I , ‘imi title of ‘head of the rg 

Yuba-Sutter squawks were brusquely replied to in the population While granting of both pleas will iimit the! program unit," 


} 
| denial (one 




















Tenne transmitter to its 


approximate 6.4 


millivolt _ while Roy H. Holmes, who was also 




















erning the regional vs. local frequency con- Ssee per 
‘Homely Companion’ tention, Commish stated meter contour at night, WAPO will benefit by an increase | with NBC, will have charge of 
] ‘As the applicant voluntarily attempted to show that the of 8.2% over population now served, Commish pointed out, traffic 
San Antonio Dec. 5. use of local frequencies would not be available, the appli- and also will gain 38,524 listeners within its 10 m/v m night- | ss a _ ; 
‘The Women’s Homely Companion,’ | cant and not the Commission enlarged the issues to include time contour.—or a boost of 41.2%. Daytime listener-in Adams letter read as follows: ‘The 
‘ adidas ithis question, and thea contention that the applicant was crease for WJIBO was estimated at 41,864, with an additional | contract between you and the Trans- 
an re eg up program, prejudiced through the Commission's findings on this subject 25.908 persons added to the nighttime audience. | continental Broadcasting System 
is Slarting on A. is without merit.’ taton Rouge station will up power from 500 watts to 1 kw, | oe aie. rei ee 
Lew Lacey, who comes here from Testimony regarding the alleged cash deposit of the broad- if the application is finally okayed Change in frequency | gees into effect upon Transcontinen- 
KYA. San ‘Francisco, is the com- | °%t —— mode “ Sepoeiine Fer ~ ——s- - _ from cote eo Pag Agee: oti —. » Wi rd = giving you 30 days’ notice of 
: as a detinite fact, that the applicant has to its credi 18 was asked by re plus a boos rom watts nights, Trans inental’s ji »nti , 
panton. sum of $16,950 or any other sum’, Commish reiterated. 250 watts days. to 600 watts nights and 1 kw days. No enqeanagpetesn mead oe to com- 
oe - Applicant was represented by Ben. S. Fisher, John W. ybiectionable iterference would result to outside trans- mence operations. ‘ his is to notify 
Kendall and Charles Wavland. mitters through the proposed changes, Commish declared ; you that Transcontinental intends to 
Indiatia: New station for Vincennes received the go- K vl A. Smith appeared for WJBO, with Ben S. Fisher,’ commence operations Jan. 1940.’ 
ahead signal over loud protestations of Samuel M. Emison, Charles \ Wavland and John W. Kendall pitching for the - _ 7S " pas 
obs. intervenor ; Chattanooga station. : | Transcontinental has not as yet 
of ent Brushing aside complaints that the Communications Act Wisconsin: Re-juggling of stock issues and board of disclosed its list of affiliated stations. 
AY) j G oft 7 would be violated through an agreement between the appli- directors of WJMS, Inec., has paved the way for a station at 
we es cet® ‘ ow cant.and the trustee, Commish found ‘substantial evidence in Ashland to be handled by present licensee of WJMS, Iron- | ee 
ce 400" an’ the record’ upholding financial claims of Vincennes News- wood, Mich Upon granting of its application, the corpora- | 
“SE ave ‘fe ® ot papers, Ine., the applicant. Also pointed out that con- tion will seek permission to do business with the State of 
wy 10 werd struction, operation and control of the proposed station Wisconsin and furnish the Commish with proof of this! 
yh -<ch® would not be in the trustee or bondholders, as claimed by authority and of its ability to issue the proposed stock. } 
. ¥ Emison. Capital stock issue of 2500 shares of common stock at a | 
Deal gives Eugene C. Pulliam, prexy of WIRE, Indian- par value of $10 per share was authorized under the original | 
r e apolis, another transmitter to play with. Central News- articles of incorporation, with 1882 shares issued and paid | 
«* %, nve papers, Inc.,—parent company of the applicant—is a Pulliam for. The charter has since been amended to provide for a 
Fe pe organization and the publisher-broadcaster also has a major- capital stock authorization of 400 shares or an additional | 
= 5 s ity stock interest in Vincennes Newspapers, Inc. 1500 shares of the common stock, Of the 2118 shares not | 
- A @ | According to Emison, the major liability ($163,000) of yet issued, 1900 have been subscribed and the subscription ! 
re > . the applicant consists of a funded debt represented by 6% will be paid upon grant of the application. Other changes | 
F % 4 first mortgage bonds in connection with which the appli- in the sei-up include provision for two additional members 
K 4triys * cant did grant, bargain, sell, convey, assign, mortgage, pledge, to the board of directors and the upping of N. C. Ruddell, 
| transfer, set over #nd confirm’ to a trustee (American Na- formerly appointed general manager and assistant secretary, 
tional Bank at Vincennes) all of its rights and to the post of vice president and g. m. 
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“COME ON IN, MY FRIENDS, AND TEST 
THIS NEWEST SOUND THAT'S FAR TH! BEST’ 





ORTHACOVSTIC 


— gives transcribed programs that Live Talent Touch! 


“I can truthfully say that I have 

never heard a transcription with 

any better quality than the new 
Thesaurus transcriptions” 


That’s the way Merle Tucker, Man- 
ager of KSAL, Salina, Kansas, de- 
scribed the new RCA-NBC Orth- 
acoustic Transcriptions recently sent 
to NBC Thesaurus subscribers. 

And you'll agree with Mr. Tucker 
when you hear these new Orth- 
acoustic Transcriptions. For they give 
every transcribed program a new 
“lift.” Words sparkle withlife. Music 
takes on new warmth and color! 

Orthacoustic Transcriptions liter- 
ally sound like live broadcasts. Dis- 
tortion is reduced — background 
noise eliminated. 


heard before” 


i. 
ness of tone 


listeners” 


The Wew @Q® 


You can give your recorded programs 
that Live Talent Touch by communi- 
cating with us today. When you hear 
these Orthacoustics you ll think 
you're right in the broadcast studio! 
What Other Users Think of 
New RCA-NBC Orthacoustic 
Transcriptions 
“as good as local studio pickup” 
“considerably above anything we have ever 


“complete absence of surface noise” 
“ORTHACOUSTIC records greatly in- 


crease the quality, brilliance and natural- 


“absolutely no distortion” 
“the NBC ORTHACOUSTIC Tran- 

scriptions are everything you promised” 
“the quality is so far superior .. 


we are anx- 


ious to receive enough of them so we can 
use nothing but ORTHACOUSTIC” 
“have met with very fine approval from our 


ORTHACOVSTIC TRANSCRIPTIONS 


—the truest recorded sound you've ever heard! 


ELECTRICAL TRANSCRIPTION SERVICE . 
A Radio Corporation of America Service 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 


RCA Bidg., Radio City, N. Y. © Merchandise Mart, Chicago * Sunset & Vine, Hollywood 


FLAMM, CHIDED, 
9 KW 


Question Bee Dies 


Uncle Jim’s Question Bee, spon- , : 
|sored by G. Washington coffee on ropolitan New York including 
NBC, does its final broadcast Dee its 6,982,635 foreign citizens. 
| 16. No renewal. ace 
| Bill Slater, m.c., Joseph Bell, ref- 1000 dow apcroling BAY AND MIGHT WBNX! 


eree, and Jack Costello, announcer, 
are affected. 


aes CAs stthed re 


No change in programming or 
policy. Better service to Met- 

















Washington, Dec. 5. | 
Considerable head-scratching and | 
political tugging in connection with | 
recent application of WMCA, New | 


York, for routine power jump to 5) 
kw. Because the plea was filed with 
the ink hardly dry on the FCC's 
thinly-veiled threat to conduct aj} 
‘general fitness’ inquiry into the way | 
the Donald Fiamm transmitter has | 
been operated over a period of| 
years, 

The request in conformity with | 
new regulations was docketed more | 
than two weeks ago but still has not | 
been passed on. One faction within 
the Commish which reluctantly 
dropped the show-cause proceedings 
in connection with the eaves-drop- 
ping on British and German war or- |} 
ders wouid like to use this as an 
excuse for an inquiry whether 
WMCA has been serving the public 
interest. Another bloc feels a hear- 
ing along such lines would be wholly | 
unfair and prefers to scrutinize the | 





station’s record at a renewal license | 
hearing. 

Pressure from politicians is re- 
ported being exerted on certain | 
Commish figures so that the 5 kw 
request will go through. Similar re- 
}ports were heard before the Com- 
|}mish dropped its revocation threat, 
| with a warning to Flamm to toe the 


line from now on 


(Flamm has recently been 
talks with a view to a 
of WMCA to a retired millionaire 
interested in entering radio. } 


holding 


Dp ssible sale 


Harold Peary doing a 
ber McGee and Molly’ 
L. A. 


‘Fib- | 
from | 


role on 
show 
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COOKIE BOWERS 


NEW VOICES — NEW CHARACTERS 
WITH SAME OLD SOCK 


LOEW'S STATE, NEW YORK 


WEEK BEGINNING” - - - : - DECEMBER 7, 1939 





prepared with RADIO MATERIAL 


FOR CONTINUED PROGRAMS AND GUEST 
SHOTS—ALL RECORDED 





OPEN FOR REPRESENTATION 
60 West 87th St., New York 


Phone: SC. 4-8343 
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MORE COMMENT 
~ ON DAYTIME 


Apropos last week's story in 
VawetTy anent growing criticism 
within the radio trade that an une | 

| 








palanced daytime schedule (all dra- 
matic serials and weepers) was a 
matter of concern to broadcasters | 
futher comment is appended: 


JOHN GILLIN, WOW 


‘True, there is considerable talk 
about too many script shows on the 
pir. The problem is one between) 
network and agencies. _Too many | 
script shows in any radio day will | 
pave tendency to cut audience ap- | 
preciation over period of time. Also | 
so many of them sound so much | 
slike result is bound to narrow au- | 
dience and is definitely poor pro-)| 
gramming. 

‘Believe problem is to find pro- 
gram which will do as good a job 
es scripts at no great increase in 
cost.’ 


| 

JOHN SHEPARD, 3D, WNAC | 
‘While 1 agree with you this looks 
jike poor program balance. Never-| 
theless, on all surveys which we 
have made they all seem to have a | 
big audience, a considerable portion 
of which is lost usually when you 
go into a musical program follow- 
ing these. Therefore, it seems lis- 
ieners want these serial dramas or | 
what have you. 
‘There has been no particular re- 
cent increase in these on the red 
network because for several years | 
they have used about all available | 
daytime hours for this type of | 
show.’ 


HARRY STONE, WSM | 
| 


‘With 16 serials each day have 
long since lost program balance. 
While think situation extremely | 
bad am nevertheless grateful for | 


| 


sale of daytime periods and believe | 
public reaction which now is being | 
felt will eventually correct situa- | 
tien. 


GIVE, BABY, GIVE 
ROUBTFUL TO NBC 


NBC last week held up the clear- 
ance of the tune, ‘Give, Baby, Give,’ 
pending further study of the seng’s 
lyrics and consideration of the title 





jiself. Song is a current rider in 
the Mills Music, Inc., catalog. 
Later scrutiny of the number's 


verses led the network to the con- 
clusion that there was nothing in 


them that could be deemed objec- 
tionable, but there was still the 
question whether the title might 
strike some listeners as suggestive 


Gladys Shelly did the lyrics. 


Snonsor Own Spieler 








Denver, Dec. 5. 
Fred Davis Furniture Co. 
take ri the 
‘Show of the Week,’ Mutual network 
cO-Op program. 


Davis, head of the firm, will per- | 


sonally make the commercials. 














4, 


RADIO 
STATION 


Redio station WWJ was not 
only the first station in Amer- 
ice, but it has maintained its 
position as the first station in 
listener interest in Detroit since 


it was established,—a fact 





Proven by every survey that 
has ever been made! 


( ih 
(\ \” Owned and Operated by D) 
2 The Detrow > - 


—— 


Notionel Representatives 


Gee. P. Hollingbery Co. 
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DICK RICHARDS’ SENTIMENT 


Makes Arrangements That ‘Mother's 
Album’ Continues Always on WIR 


| 
} 


Sidestep Nag Issue 











Washington, Dec. 5. 
Federa] authorities are still 
passing around the hot potato 
which represents question of 
legality of radio station reports 


: Deiroit, Dec. 5. 

‘Mother’s Album,’ 15-minute Sun- | 
day noon program, which is just} 
starting its ninth year over WIR | 


here, may be America’s lone en- 
dowed broadcast. 
station’s special events man, is 
charge and reads poetry in front of 
piano, violin and ’cello music. 
Program is endowed and person- 
ally paid for by George A. (Dick) 
Richards, prez of 
(Cleveland) and KMPC, Beverly 


Hills, Cal., in memory of his mother, | 


Mrs. Stella R. Richards, for ‘mothers 
everywhere.’ Richards, who's been 
convalescing for past two years in 
California, set aside sufficient sum 
of money so that program will be 


carried on indefinitely and to insure | 
that program wouldn't be cancelled | 


for any reason by his own station, 
‘Album’ was repeated at midnight 


last spring on Richards’ 50th birth- | 


day, Richards being in California, 


Duncan Moore, | 
in | 


WJR, WGAR| 


on horse racing. Neither the 
Justice Department nor the FCC 
seems willing to tackle the deli- 
cate question whether flashes 
on the results and pay off fig- 
ures are ‘in the public interest’ 
or part of a ‘lottery.’ 

Sensitiveness is beginning to 
be laughable. 








RUTHRAUFF & RYAN 





Seattle, Dec. 5. 
F. G. Mullins, vice-president of the 
| Izzard agency, has disposed of his in- 


, terest in order to assume manage- 


ment of the Ruthrauff & Ryan agency | 


| branch in Seattle. R & R is out to 


has | 
local spensorsnip of the | 





New Vert, Chicege, Son Freacisce, Atiente 











OBOLER SEEKS CAGNEY strengthen itself in Northwest and 
Hollywood, Dec. 5. | go after some larger accounts that 
Dalton Trumbo- war shocker, | have developed in this area recently. 


‘Johnny Get His Gun,’ is to be pro- 
duced by Arch Oboler Dec. 16 for! radio accounts with Izzard since he 
NBC sustaining. | moved in but has also developed 

James Cagney is wanted for the | handling of food, auto, perishable 
lead since John Garfield had to pass| fruit and marketing while in the 
it up due to Lux commitment. | offices, 


Mullins has been handling most of 


| STRENGTHENS SEATTLE. 


—= 


Question: What Next in Tele? 


FCC Report Analyzed — Industry Seemingly Ex- 


pected to Take Initiative 


Washington, Dec. 5. 


about the economic consequences. 


Next move in framing a licensing| The lawyers generally go along on 


policy and acceptable allocation plan | 
|for television transmitters is up to! 


| the industry, which generally ap- 
| peared encouraged by the FCC com- 
| mittee’s report recommending ‘lim- 
| ited’ commercial use of video facili- 
| ties. While agreeing that some of 


the proposed rules and formulas | 
might be improved, the commish | 
| group is waiting for reaction and, 


| helpful criticism before pressing for 
/a decision on its numerous recom- 
| mendations for carrying the art into 
‘its second developmental phase. 
| Document is considered an implied 
| invitation for experimenters to come 
| forward with any alternatives they 
may have, except on the matter of 
| keeping restrictions against profit- 
making. 

Even though the document did not 
agree with the position taken by 
RCA on the matter of selling time, 
most parties were inclined to sub- 
scribe to the implication that the li- 
censees should not be entitled to 
make profits from their facilities 
until more is known, particularly 








the idea that the effect of video op- 
eration on newspapers, magazines 
and motion pictures should be meas- 
ured more definitely before all curbs 
are remove. 

Clarifying 


Careful analysis of the report 
tended to remove much of the be- 
wilderment caused by apparent in- 
consistencies in the rules, especially 
on the matter of commercialization. 
Especially the remark that ‘while no 
regulation constituting an artificial 
barrier to natural economic processes 
can retard scientific progress for any 
length of time, it (committee) is of 
the opinion that the public interest 
can best be served by eliminating 
any television regulation which has 
any possibility of interference with 
proper business economic processes.’ 





John Beeston, research engines’, 
for WHO, Des Moines, han iatéetaine 
a new electrical signalling device far 
the use of spotters in broadcasting 
football games. 
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Local advertisers know the best way to cover local 


markets. Their choice of a radio station points the way for 


ALL radio advertisers who want to cover the same market. 


6 BOSTON ADVERTISERS PREFER WEEI 


We knew that Boston advertisers prefer WEEI over evesy 








£90 KILOCYCLES + 5,000 WATTS (DAY) 


WEET* BOSTO 





other major station. In an effort to determine the exad 


extent of their preference, we have made another of our 


practical down-to-earth studies. 


The schedules of the three major Boston stations were 


checked and tabulated every minute of every day from 


station sign-on to midnight during the week of October 


15. Every spot announcement, every participation, each 


minute of station time was listened to, listed and analyzed 


and again the verdict was overwhelming. WEE! had: 


34% MORE local advertisers 


THAN THE OTHER TWO MAJOR BOSTON STATIONS COMBINED 


12 0% MORE local advertisers using program time 
THAN THE OTHER TWO MAJOR BOSTON STATIONS COMBINED 


These advertisers who know Boston best bought 34% 


MORE program time on WEEI than on the other two major 


Boston stations combined. Their overwhelming preference 


mirrors WEEl’s dominant popularity among one million 


New England radio families living in 32 counties that 
stretch from the Canadian border to Cape Cod...a 
popularity built and held by brilliant C8S shows plus 


c roster of top-flight local programs. 


The details of this study will be off the press shortly. Shall 


we reserve a copy for you? 


] Operated by the Columbia Broadcasting System. Represented by 


RADIO SALES: NEW YORK - CHICAGO ~ DETROIT ~ SAN FRANCISCO -LOS ANGELES 
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Contest to Be Sponsored 


By Liberty Mills in ’40 


With WOAI’s successful ‘Commun- 
Contest’ 


ity Choir 
course, 


Liberty 
has okayed program to follow 
Jan. 7 and for 19 Sundays thereafter 


against each other. These bands will 
be judged by radio performance 
alone. The winner each week re- 
2ives $30 and the loser $20. 

Besides this a contest will be con- 


ALLOW BULOVA TO 
RETAIN WOV TITL 


o 





ducted at each school with students i 
Washington, Dec. 5. 


—— 


|NBC’S EDUCATIONAL RALLY | 1,800 TEXAS SCHOOLS 
Chicago Pow-Wow With Affiliates’ TUNE IN CBS’ SHOW 


| Paying to Send Delegates 
j | 








Chicago, Dec. 5. San Antonio, Dec. 5 





writing a 250-w ord essay on ‘What ; | Initial NBC educators confab 
esac I Like About My Town’ with the Consolidation | of the three Arde starts today (Tuesday) preceding | PP en = bevred — Texas 
Dec. 5 winner being given $5 and the win- Bulova outlets in New York, giving s Participating in thy 


San Antonio 
the watch magnate a full-time met- 


ropolitan plant, was ratified last week 
with issuance of the eld WOV call 
letters for the new outlet that will 
use the 1100 ke channel with 5 kw. 


ning essay read over the air during 
the period its band is heard. Each 
band will pay all of its own expenses 
to the contest at San Antonio. Be- 
sides mail vote three judges who are 


its 


having rur 
Mills, the 


sponsor, 


On 





there will be an invitational high active or have been active in army | Although three-letter calls are dis- 
school band radio competition festi- band circles have been selected. couraged, the commish put the old 
val with competing units from label on the new station because of 
neighboring cities. Weekly cash H. M. Mundine promoted control its ‘good-will value,’ noting that only 


prizes as well as a grand award 
- Each week two bands will compete 


84 broadcasters have three- 


| letter tags. 


room supervisor at WOAI, San An- 
tonio. 


now 
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John Hiestand, Helen Troy, Eddie Dunstedter, John Conte and Martha Mears—_ 





the three-day national conference on 


‘American School of the Air’ pro. 


educational radio which is under the gram heard over KTSA every Fri- 


| chairmanship of Harold Kent, chief 


; day. In addition schools fr: 
| of the Chicago Public Schools Radio| south Texas towns so “ pt ag Pod 
| Council. Hostess of NBC confab is| invited to send their student. = 

! r students 
| Judith Waller at the Drake hotel. yerene 


Due in (all paying own expenses) | 
are R. L. Harlow, Yankee Network; | 
Clarence Moore, KOA, Denver; Rus- | 
sel Gohring, WSPD, Toledo; John | 
Tinnea, KWK, St. Louis; Puss hedoeatl] 

| 
| 
| 


to 
KTSA to take part in the programs 
by discussing the various subjects 
treated over the air. 





nie, WTMJ, Milwaukee; Harry 

Burke, WOW, Omaha; T. C. McCray, a 

WTIC, Hartford; Hal Metzger, On Solo Before Mike 

WTAM, Cieveiand; Harry Kaufman, 

WDAF, Kansas City; Gayle Grubb, 

WKY, Oklahoma City; Frank Tooke,| Mayor LaGuardia, of New York, 

WOWO, Ft. Wayne; Robert De-}{Will appear Dec. 8 on NBC's ‘Yester 

Haven, WTCN, Minneapolis-St. Paul; | day’s Children’ program, but refused 

Woody Woods, WHO, Des Moines: ; to be interviewed by Mrs. Dorothy 

Edward Lineham, KSO-KRNT, Des | Gordon, the mc. Hizzoner insisted 

Moines; Harry Stone, WSM, Nash- | 0M it being between himself and the 

ville: S. D. Gregory, KDKA, Pitts- | mike with no liaison, 

burgh. ; | _ Charles Warburton has replaced 
Expected from NBC in New York | Frank Dodge as the program’s di- 

are president Lenox Lohr alogg with | "ctor. 

Walter G. Preston, Jr., Franklin as 


, Willi bb, Earl Mullin | 
on oc are | Bee eet te Meshes 


and Dr. James Angell who will pre- 
side at the afternoon session. For Billy B. Van iow 
Chicago, Dec. 5. 


Would-Be Schenectady ere in charge of publivy ond te. 
° ; cently on promotion for WISN, Mil- 
Station Incorporated; 
Papers Uninformative 








/waukee, has joined the Neisser- 
| Meyerhoff agency here and goes to 
| Boston to handle merchandizing and 
| promotion for new Wrigley regional 
| show in downeéast territory. 
Burness will supervise exploitation 





Albany, N. Y., Dec. 5. 








Van Curler Broadcasting Corp. | and merchandizing for Billy Van 
has been chartered with the state to show tagged Making New England 
conduct a radio broadcasting busi- | Famous. 
ness subject to FCC sanction in| 
Schenectady. Authorized = capital 


| stock is $50,000 with shares of $100 


| par value. Directors, none of whom SANTA CLAUS the YEAR-ROUND 
is listed in incorporation papers as | with ¢ WARD SOUND SYSTEM 





a shareholder, are: Mayer L. Cramer, | 
Mason W. Hall and Frank Vander- | 
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rT) . , . +4 4 secribers e ? rit t re’ 
talent on the C85S Program, “It Happened in Hollywood,” for Hormel’s SPAM. pool, of Schenectady. Subscri Bese, 18 You'll think there's [ 
om each owning one share, are: F. J. a Sa _ ta Claus 
. a unt sSumew her 
Knorr, secretary of The Corporation sane time you ce 
Trust Co.;; Herbert W. Burmaster Rnoenee your show 
‘ . “11; »  # through a WARD 
é and Grace L, Gilliland, listed as lo- } ee gg he i 
cal employees of the company. | you'll sea bigger 
Frank Scott, Washington, D. C., was | oe he genger 4 img 
f . way, ores cash flow- 
filing attorney. ing into your till 
Mason W. Hall, one of directors, | And Ras Hoes m4 
ee ene = einktena . year In and year out 
as ; ’ ; , , : her h = poopy hey eee. Co., COMPLETE EQUIPMENT FoR 
...and it’s happening right across the Country! Radio Advertisers...Stations... Agencies... which sometime ago tried to obtain |) wicroptens  @ Phonograph 
- a license for a Schenectady station. |§ Amplifier 2 Speakers $109 
This was at about the time the Tri- |§ Cevenient Time Payments te $140 
. . 7 ° ° ; c , id ) >} . 
Composers... Artists... Theatre and Restaurant Owners...Leaders in the Entertainment City group and Harry Wilder’s Troy |} Simply plug ttetesctee oem fuses. 
Broadcasting Co. applied for permits. auto battery or a 110-yolt electric light eu: 
i In the greenlighting by FCC of |J Tmt: When you want to move, take it apa | 
= © ae pack ft into a trunk. and you're ready t ) 
World—are turning to the HAMMOND Novachord WTRY (to be located in Troy), the |} No experience needed! : 
other two were blocked out, al- bee Be! why so many 6uc- 
: . : cessful showmen are making 
though Tri-City appealed to the |§ more money with a Ward 
courts. Hall is head of a local shoe Sound System—why it ean 
store and owner of an office build- [J ({1%, 70. & year-round Santa 
ing. He has a son said to be am- Write your name and ad- 
bitious to crash radio broadcasting. oa margin end send 
M. L. Cramer, the second director, FREE Sound System Catalog 
ig district distributor of Tydol Gas, MONTGOMERY WARD & CO. 
which has for several years spon- DEPT. me-06 a CHICAG®, ILL. 
cc aicdhial oh td ‘ ees Wh. Soe 3 Great a rder Houses 
sored a WwGyY sports program. Third More Than 600 Retail Stores | 
director, Frank Vanderpool, is pro- 
prietor of a garage. ——_——— 








George Nelson and Tiny Leighton, 
of the advertising agency bearing 
their names have also filed for a 
| radio station in Schenectady. 








Vick Shift Pacific Serial | 
Vick’s thrice weekly serial, ‘Be- 
yond Reasonable Doubt,’ has been 
shifted on the NBC Pacific blue from 
6 to 9 p.m. EST. 
Account figures to encounter less 


competition for its program through PRESENTATIVE 
; ithe move. . —_ “ 


| EDWARD PETRY & CO. 


1 ON THE NBC RED NETWORK 


—= 








KUTA, Salt Lake City, has added 
Miss Bunty Fabian to program dept. 


Add the Novachord—the musical instru- a simple turn of Tone Selectors will add the 
musical effects of violin, trumpet, ’cello, flute 


—or dozens of other faithful tones! 


meént that’s NE WS—to your entertainment 








Se 


music! Let the new, amazing 





Hammond Novachord give you Try the Hammond Novachord! 


DON’T MISS 
PALMOLIVE’S 


STARRING 


BESS JOHNSON 


USE Iz 
By Adelaide Marston 


Dedicated to the women of America. 
The story of a woman who must 
choose between love and the career 
of raising other women’s children. 


the vast advantages of a new 
and wider versatility ! 

‘The Novachord is played like a 
piano—andit produces beautifully 
clear, piano-like tones. Then, just 


Visit your Hammond dealer... 
write for more information: 
Hammond Instrument Co., 2947 
N. Western Ave.,Chicago...Or go 
tothe Hammond Organ Studios— 
In New York: 50 W. 57th St.; In 
Los Angeles: 3328 Wilshire Blvd. 


gb 





» wae: 
See.:..Hear::. Try. 


THE HAMMOND 


VO. CNR" 


NEW idea in Music... by the makers of the Hammond Organ 





WABC-CBS—10:30-10:45 A.M. E.S.T. 
78 Stations Coast-to-Coast 








Direction BENTON & BOWLES, Inc. 
Management ED WOLF, RKO BUILDING, New York 
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~ 15 Best Sheet 


(Week ending 


Music Sellers 


Dec. 1, 1939) 





South of the Border........ 


Scatterbrain ...ceseeeee eee renvees 
My Prayer ....-sseeeeeeessreeeeee 
Oh Johnny, Oh 

Lilacs in the Rain,,...........06- 
El Rancho Grande......eesevevees 
Blue Orchids ........ iteabease haces 


In an Eighteenth Century Drawing Room 


‘Over the Rainbow (Wizard of Oz’ 
*“Good Morning (Babes in Arms’).. 
Goody Good-Bye .. 
Last Night eee 
;I Didn't Know What Time It Was ( 
Beer Barrel Poika...... 
God Biess America 

*Filmusical, {Production. 


eeeeeee sere eeee 


Pe Te TT ET CUT Tee Tt 


eRe .. Shapiro 
.» Forster 
.«+- Robbins 
.«+Marks 
.+.»Famous 
eee Circle 

Piaad ate hae 6 a .«. Feist 
wereeerry. © 
‘v0neaeee oeeee 
revere rryer er: 
‘Too Many Girls’), Chappell 
-deaeeeece ere 
..»» Berlin 








SPA. Ultimatums Publishers to Sign 
By Dec. 11; Given Choice of 2 Contracts 


+ 


Songwriters Protective Association 
late yesterday (Tuesday) served no- 
tice upon the music publishers who 
have not signed contracts with the 
association that unless this was done 
by Monday (11) the SPA would pro- | 
ceed to administer the 
rights of members who have recently 
placed manuscripts with such firms. | 
The ultimatum letter gave publish- , 
ers the choice of accepting either of 
two contract forms, namely, the one 
by Metro-Robbins last 
week or the one that the Warner 
Bros. group accepted Oct. 2 

The SPA takes the position that 
the two contract forms are pretty 
much alike and doubts the belief ex- 
pressed by publishers that the exist- 
ence of two contract forms will re- 
sult in much industry confusion. 

Metro-Robbins publishing group 
and the SPA last week got together 
yn their new standard writers’ con- 
tract and the only thing remaining to 
make it a binding arrangement are 
the signatures of the SPA’s special 


mechanical 


negotiated 


administrative committee, all of 
whose members are on the Coast. 
This contract, which was negotiated 
between Julian T. Abeles, Metro- 
Robbins counsel, and John Schul- 
man, SPA lawyer, will be made 


available to other pubs who haven't 
elready signed up w.th the SPA. 


The Abeles-Schulman document 
makes the second contribution to this 
field. The Warner Bros. group ne- 


gotiated its own standard agreement 
with 


the SPA several months ago 
and this same contract was later 
signatured also by the Max Dreyfus 
group and Mercer & Morris as well 
as several firms whose owners are 
likewise SPA members. A lawyer 
who represents several major indie 
publishers declared Monday (4) that 


he would advise his clients not to ac- 


either of the available 


cept agree- 
ments, but to let him negotiate one 


of his own. 


Under the terms of 
worked out by Abeles, »ublishers are 
obligated to charge a minimum 
royalty of 2c for phonograph records. 
They are likewise barred from mak- 
ing a deal on special fees for discs 
used in coin-machines without call- 
ing in the SPA. 

Johnny O'Connor, as 
ager of Words & 
cepted a contract 
Friday (1). His 
Bros.’ form. 


the covenant 


general man- 
Inc., ac- 
SPA last 

Warne 


Music, 
from the 
the 


Was 


RESERVE DECISION 
ON RCA-WNEW MOVE 


U. S. circuit court of appeals in 
New York Monday (4) reserved de- 
cision on RCA Victor's motion to 


dismiss the appeal taken by WNEW, 


N. Y., from a lower court decision 
restraining the station from using 
Paul Whiteman’s phonograph rec- 
ords. 


Victor argued that WNEW has 
already obtained a license to broad- 
Cast these recordings, which. ii add- 
€d, constituted an admission that 
Victor controls such rights. 


WNEW was the ori iginal defendant 
in the restraining suit brought by 
Whiteman, but when the trial took 
Place the station put in no defense, 
With the result that Victor, which 
had meanwhile intervened. and 
Whiteman remained the lone con- 
‘ending parties. The WNEW 

being backed by the Nai 
Cclation of Broadcasters 


appe al 


ional As- 





Not Co-Maker 


ee 


Musie publishers’ professional 
men now have an excuse for re- 
fusing to endorse iinance com- 
pany notes for band leaders. 
They can point to the contract 
between the contactmen’s Uiiwn 
and publishers which, in t« un- 
fair practices clause, taboos gifts 
loans or any ‘other subterfuges.’ 

Endorsing the note of a plug 
source could be interpreted as 
coming within the purview of 
‘other subterfuges.’ 








Willie Horowitz Buying 
Joe Davis Catalog In 
Partnership With Silver 


Willie Horowitz and Abner Silver 
have signatured contracts for the 
purchase of the Joe Davis Music Co., 
and the deal will be consummated 
Friday (8) upon their delivery of a 
stipulated amount of additional cash. 
Proposition includes the payment of 
royaities to Davis on numbers he 
owns outright or has written over a 
period of years. Among the numbers 
in the catalog are ‘Sur posin,’ ‘Basin 
Street Blues,’ ‘I Ain't Got Nobody,’ 

fter You've Gojie’ and ‘Keepin’ 
Out of Mischief.’ Davis will con- 
tinue in business as the Georgia Mu- 
sic Co., and he may resume the busi- 
ness use of his name after two and 
a half years. 

Horowitz was with Robbins Music 
Corp. for about 10 years, coming to 


| New York from Chicago iu year and 


a half ago to handle the Miller 
log. Silver is the songwriter. 


Calta- 


Will Biadley’s orchestra at 
Hotel's Mural Room, Dallas. 


Baker 


/ in 


| ee pyrie 


USICIANS ANGRILY ASSERT IBEW ORG. 
QSTERS MECHANIZATION FOR OWN ENDS 





Sommerer Promoted To 
Head All Victor Plants 


Camden, N. J., Dec. 5. 

Harry L. Sommerer, former assist- 
ant to the executive v.p. of the RCA- | 
Victor, has been appointed manager 
in charge of manufacturing in all. 
RCA plants. A veteran of 30 years 
RCA-Victor employ, he will be 
in charge of the plants at Camden, | 
Harrison, N. J., Hollywood and In- 
dianapolis, His “eadquarters will be 
here. 

In 1930 Sommerer went as manag- 
ing director of the Victor Talking | 
Machine Co. of Japan. When the 
company was sold to a Nipponese 
syndicate, he returned to Camden to 
take charge of the motion picture | 
sound recording Cope. | 


SHOTWELL PRO, 
CON WEIGHED 


— | 


Number of leading publishers will 
for the second time within a week | 
be faced with the question of sup- | 
porting or opposing the Shotwell | 
ht bill when the board of di- | 
vf the Music Publishers Pro- | 
Association meets this after- | 
(Wednesday). After a bitter) 
the publisher faction | 
the board cof <.rectors of the Ameri- | 
can Society of Cemposers, Authors 
and Publishers last week voted to 
support the bill, 


rectors 
tectiv: 
noon 

barrage from 


The opposition to endursement at 
the ASCAP board meeting was led 
by Saul Bornstein, of Irving Berlin, 
Inc., who charged that the copyright 
divisibility and copyright on 
tion phases of the bill are bound to 
work out to the serious detriment of 
the publishing business. Louis Bern- 
stein, of Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., 
also voiced like fears, whereas Her- 
man Starr, head of the Warner Bros. 
group suggested that the pubiishers 
permit the Society to go on record 
favoring the bill and if they 
wanted express publishing in 
dustry opposition they could do it 
through their own trade organiza- 
tion. He stated that he couldn't see 
anything inconsistent in voting for 
something that he thought was good 
for ASCAP and later on opposing the 
same principle when it came to pub- 
lisher interests strictly. 

The argument over 
bill at the ASCAP meeting lasted | 
close to four hours. The enforce- 
ment was interpreted as conveying | 
ASCAP’s belief that the bill consti- 
tuted a substantial advance in the 
theory of copyright protection in the | 


crea- 


as 


to 


the Shotwell 


‘United States, 


i ing with 


Declare Coin Machines Used in Hotels Are Serviced 
by IBEW and ‘Union Label’ Then Used Against 


the Musicians 





Triple Bromide 


Because his appearance’ . the 
show and subsequent date each 
evening on the bandstand of the 
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, V. Y. are 
so closely timed, Benny Good- 


man cannot take a curtain call 
for his part in ‘Swingin’ the 
Dream’ at the Center theatre. 


N. Y. Leaves the show each night 
with about five minu‘ s to get 
to his location stand at the hotel, 
for 


why band- 


Saturday's schedule 
man is one re 
leaders go crazy. Starting at 
2:30 p.m. it reads like a train 
time table. That hour the show’s 
matinee begins and lasts till 
4:45. At 5 there’s a two-hour re- 
hearsal for the Camel program. 


Good- 
ason 


Hour and half later, or 8:30, back 
for evening performance of 
‘Dream.’ Camel show airs 10- 


10:30 p.m. and at 10:38 he has to 
be back at ‘Dream.’ At 11 p. m. 
he starts at the Waldorf, where 
the band finishes at 2 a. m 


Goodman leaves ‘Swingin’ the 
Dream’ Jan. 1, That was his 
original agreement with Erik 
Charell—just four weeks. 








Mixed Orchestra Cuts 
Special Discs in N. Y. 


For Engiish Swingophile 


Leonard Feather, Er 


; coast in the wholesale 
, of musicians by coin-operated pho- 


American Federation of Musicians 
will call this week on the heads ot 
the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers to do something 
about curbing the part that IBEW 
members are playing on the west 
replacement 


nograph record = machines. The 
coin-machine operators, it is charged. 
have been able to extend their field 
to even private parties by cutting in 
IBEW members on the proceeds and 


to confuse the issue at the same 
time by playing one group of er- 
ganized labor against another. Joseph 


N. Weber, AFM prez, who will make 
the representations, has gathered 
much data on the situation, with the 
most pertinent part of it coming 
from the federation’s San Friuncisco 


local. 


The west coast AFM locals com- 


' plain that the coin-machine distrib- 


'utors have 


iwlish swing 
critic and writer now in this coun- 
try, has gathered a small mixed 
combo of ali-stars and signed 'em to 
record for Victor. Colored and 
white personalities group’ includes 
Hazet Scott, colored femme pianist- 
singer. Thev cut four originals by 
Feather Friday (1). 

Group includes Danny Polo, clari- 
netist-leader; Alfred Harris, guitar: 
Pete Barry, string bass; Pete Brown 
sax: Arthur Herbert, drums: and! 
Miss Scott, piano. Polo, Harris and 
Barry recently returned from plav- 


Ambrose’s band in 


England 


and are white. Polo plays with Joe 
Sullivan's mixed band at Cafe So- 
ciety, N. Y., currently, and Miss 
Scott sings there 

Pete Brown has his own small 
band at the Onvx Club, N. Y. Her- 
bert is drummer for Coleman Haw- 
kins’ band now at Arcadia Ball- 
room, N. Y. 
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succeeded in making 
tremendous inroads on spots which 


| formerly used union musicians and 
‘that these distribs 
| frustrated the musicians’ protests by 
| picketing and by employing mem- 


have artfully 


bers of the IBEW’s soundmen’s di- 
vision to service the machines, 
Through this device, states the union, 
the distributors have availed them- 
selves of a retort to the musicians’ 
plaint that the record machines are 
putting them out of work. The dis- 
tribs point out that they certainly 
cannot be accused of anti-union be- 
havior since a union man (a mem- 
ber of the IBEW) employed on 
every one of the machine placements 
in hotels, taverns and private parties. 


1S 


According to the San Francisco 
local, the remuneration of the IBEW 


men On most of the placements is 
20% of the machine’s take. In some 
cases, such as hotels where the man- 
agement does most of the coin- 
depositing, the IBEW man gets & 
flat nightly fee of $10 and $1 extra 
for each room tio which loudspeaker 
equipment has been extended from 


the master mechanism. While most 
of these assignments, savs the Frisco 
local, rate as mere sidelines for the 
IBEW members, the tieup between 
them and the machine distributors 
has sufficed to frustrate anv counter 
measures attempted by the mu- 
sicians, 

The AFM and IBEW are fellow 


affiliates of the 
of Labor 


American Federation 


Lou Diamond Scores 
ASCAP Ratings Given 


Famous and Paramount 


Lou Diamond, 
and Paramount Music Corps 
peared Monday (4) before the 
lishers availability conimittee of the 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishe te 

gainst the ratings of the two f 
The dis ion devel 


ange « 


head of the Famous 
ap- 


pub- 


protest 
ritis 
cu 
f personalities betwee Dia- 
Loui 


comm 


mond and a nsteir iem- 
of the 


Diamond ques 


ber tee 


sti cad the 
mit 


the 


better 


the «a tee’s members to 
of an old number 
any than he him 
terly scored the methods used by 1 
committee. Decision 
cation for rating 


served. 


mune value 


on 
yNCreases Was 


Billy Moon Badly Hurt 


i a ee 
aarently ; 
leacer, 


a 


Rocheste1 
William Moon, 
west orchestra 
jured here last wee 
crashed into a 
to Strong Memorial Hospital, 
his condition was reported criticil, 
with probable fractures of the sku!l 
left arm, right leg, wrist 
face and body cuts. 
Deputies investigating the 
found a picture in the car labeled 
Billy Moon’s orchestra’ and records 


ap] mid- 
serious 
when 


He was 


iy }hi- 
his cur 
taker 
where 


tree. 


“iesht ‘ 
rigrit oie 


accident 


of musicians. Driver's license had 
Detroit addre and car bore Mi« 
gan plate Effort was made trace 
rélati 

“" . = . 
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On the Upbeat 








Manie Sacks, of MCA, speaking on: Hotel, 
name bands before the International 


N. Y., and second private 


affair at Providence, R. IL 


Assn. of Fair and Expositions, in Junior Women’s Club at Larchmont, 
Chicago. N. Y., Dec. 23 and opens at Ansley 
Hotel, Atlanta, Ga., for two weeks. 


Jean Wald’s femme group out of 
Pittsburgh 


Miami. Went there from Shawnee Andy Anderson band at Show Bar, | 
hotel in Springfield, OQ. Forest Hills, L. I. Anderson died | 
Nov. 24. 
Al Wasel into New Penn, Pitts- oe 
; Lenny Hayton band now at Leon | 


burgh, for a two-week stay replacing 
the Lee Barrett outfit. 


Pit 





at the Esquire Club in Dee Orr has taken leader spot with 





& Eddie’s, N. Y.. signed to record for 
U. S. Records’ Varsity label. 








| 
cect! gy = sg ont Ah ig ety Enemy Benny Goodman will have an 
OUEEM, SOC mont oo: <e@' answer interview to Artie Shaw’s | 
out of Pines, Pittsburgh, for new i te 


spot, Ray Englert band replacing at 
the Pines. 


Maurie Stein orchestra goes in as 
gzec 
cago, on Dec. 11. 


Hal Kemp plays two deb parties | 
Dec. 20-21. 


Evening Post story 
York World-Telegram soon, 


Saturday 
New 








| Spud Murphy’s new band to make 


ond band at the Chz Paree, Chi- Bluebird records. 





orchestra 
Boston 


Teddy Powell goes to 
Raymor Ballroom, 
weeks Dec, 25. 


First is at Ritz-Carlton 











DOES YOUR HEART 





Will Bradley shifts to Jung Hotel, 
|New Orleans, Dec. 21. Now at Baker 
|Hotel, Dallas. Don Bestor follows 
Bradley at the Baker and Del Court- 
ney Jan. 19, 


— for the books ! 


BILLY 


{| ALWAYS. DREAM OF BILL) 





Nick Pani will in the future be the 
name of Neck Pisani. His new 
band is at the Coronado Hotel, St. 
Louis. 





Vincent Travers’ band stays on the 
Miiton Berle program ‘Stop Me If 
You've Heard This One’ until after 
the first of the year. 


_BEAT FOR ME? 


“MEMORY Y REMINDERS | 


—eestempen 


MY HONEY’S LOVIN’ ARMS 
WHO'S SORRY NOW 
¢ MARY LOU d 


sao Si laeceos so as aaeses—ssnntnnero aie cree 
Muis Music, nc) 
sere S8OaOwaArT wMiw ror ww. 





Abe Lyman booked for the Strand, 
N. Y., for three weeks Dec. 22 fol- 
lowing the current Al Donahue. 








Duke Ellington plays four single 
| dates this month for more than 
| $1,000. Dec. 9 at the Blackstone 
| Hotel, Chicago, for $1,100; 15, Pitts- 














paRADE 
oF HITS 












ANNAN 
















‘ 
Preview Audiences Cheered It; 


AT THE BALALAIKA 


se 
ing Nelson Eddy & Ilona Mas y 







from M-G- M's"Balalaika, ‘starr 
















—The Two Top i 
from Kay Kyser's RKO-Radio 
“That's Right — You re Wrong. 


The 1940 Novelty Hit: 


THE LITTLE RED FOX 


(N'Ya N'Yo Ya = Catch Me) 







n's Greatest Ballad 


alter Donaldson 
vm FIT TO BE TIED 


adio’s BIG Request Song 
LA sT N IGHT 


of Popularity 


LD SAY HELLO 
min’ TO TOWN 








Riding A Wove 
AT LEAST YOU COU 


For Christmas SANTA CLAUS is co 


Programs! 


* 
HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Mgr. See Falel 


BEN GILBERT, Prot. mgr. 1629 BROADWAY @ NEW YORK 





Plays | 


for two| 


|burgh Hospital shindig for $1,250; 29, | 
‘back to Blackstone for $1,000 and | 


Dec. 31 at Sherman Hotel, Chicago 


for $1,500. 








opens at 
Dec. 8. 


| Eddie Lane orchestra 
| Bossert Hotel, Brooklyn, 





| Woody Herman goes into the 
Sherman Hotel, Chicago, 
March 1, follows it with a 
lstretch at Meadowbrook, Cedar | 
'Grove, N. J., and then may play the 
isummer at Glen Island Casino, N. Y. 


| weeks 





to rehearse. 





cam 
| Art Mooney orchestra now with 
Stan Zucker’s new band agency. 





Charlie Barnet is being attended 
by a doctor and a nurse on his cur- 
rent date at the Apollo theatre, 
N. Y., due to an attack of grippe that | 


| produced a fever of 102 Friday after- | 


|noon (1). Barnet’s date at the Apollo | 
is the first time a white band has 
been used at the house for about five 
years and his was the last to work 
there. 





Glen Gray and the Casa Loma or- 
chestra booked into Paramount thea- 
tre, Los Angeles, for one week begin- 


- 


ning Dec. 7. 





Ella Fitzgerald orchestra will fol- 
llow the Woody Herman band into | 
the Famous Door, N. Y., on an un- 
named date in January. 
first location date downtown for the 
outfit since its eight weeks at the 
Park Central Hotel, N. Y., about a 
year ago. At that time it was Chick | 
Webbs band with Miss Fitzgerald. 

Herman went into the Door last 
Tuesday night (28) and may stay a 
total of 13 weeks. Four Inkspots join 
him there Dec. 12. : 


Lawrence Welk at Dallas’ Hotei 
| Adolphus Century Room. With him 
is Jayne Walton. Hotel also is pre- 
senting the dance team, Nanno and 
Stafford, and Ben Stein, single. 








Dallas radio tenor, hzs 
Herbeck’s band, late of 


Jay Smith, 
joined Ray 





| Sonny Kendis, after almost four 
| years at the Stork Club, New York, 
interspersed with engagement at 


leading hotels, niteries, etc., leaves to 
lopen Friday (8) at Detroit Athletic 
| Club. 





Will Osborne orchest‘a, featuring 
| Barbara Bush and Dick Rogers, take 
over the Cafe Rouge, Hotel Penn- 
|sylvania, N. Y., Friday night (8), suc- 
|ceeding Artie Shaw’s orchestra, un- 
|der direction of George Auld. Ralph 
| Rotgers holds over. 





Tommy Dorsey to guest on the 
Alec Templeton show Jan. 1 as so- 
loist, sans band. It’s his second 


| 
| 
} 
| 
} 
] 


guester on this series. 





Lee Costaldo joins the Tommy 
Dorsey trumpet section replacing 
‘Yank’ Lawson. 


Russ Morgan, on one-nighter at 
| Minneapolis Aude Wednesday (29), 
drew 6,000, a new attendance record 
| for that et. 


[Erskine Sowtdne Into 
“Young Man With Horn’ 


Man With a Horn,’ 
of Bix Biederbecke. He’s to have 
the same role originally intended for 
Louis Armstrong, left open when 
Armstrong went into ‘Swinging the 
Dream’ with Benny Goodman. Haw- 
| kins will join rehearsals Dec. 12 
Ella Fitzgerald was 
| tor a singing and 
the same offering. 





recently set 
speaking part in 


Mills Music, Inc., has obtained the 
score from Walter Wanger’s produc- 
tion, ‘House Across the Bay.’ Songs 
| are ‘T’ll Be a Fool Again’ by Al 
| seigel, ‘Chula Chihuahua’ by Jule 
Styne, Nick Castle and Sid Clare, 


{and ‘A Hundred Kisses from Now’ | 
|by George R. Brown and Irving | 


| Actman. 


for four | 


Tony Pastor’s new band beginning 


Stand is the | 


Hotel Adolphus Century Room there. | 


Erskine Hawkins was signed late | 
last week for the legit show ‘Young | 
based on the life | 





Network Plugs, 8 A.M. to 1 A.M. 


| Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 
NBC (WEAF and WJZ), and CBS (WABC) computed for the week: from 


| Monday through Sunday (Nov, 21-Dec, 3). Total represents accumulated 





| performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. tol am. Symbol ¢ 
denotes film song, ¢ legit, all others are pop. 
GRAN 
TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
PE ers Hace bad kbar sera eRe a-10 68 2 xG aR OO re 45 
SE Gt NE cca ks ik 0 04ks0n0edenene) esse osteceuecc... 34 
a i |. | | a re ip. cos ece se. 39 
Qt. . 2 ee Re er RRR eee 32 
| | I Didn't Know What Time. .tToo Many Girls... Chappell ............ 31 
6 LO ang ae Kb KERMA RD eee ERR EEDOT aad ea 28 
i ae ee Re Ge opus ski ce be wae ASSESS 28 
| Goody Goodbye....... POT er TT Ce eee OO rrr 27 
| i us ec wees RRR Reet: 26 
ee ge a ee Mercer iia he paeietais 23 
Are You Havin’ Any Fun?...tScandals.......... a 22 
Good Morning...*Babes in Arms.............-. 2 ON Se eeeeeae 20 
PR oA eu aehes pacietScau ce bce c ee ca eews Re nee 20 
1” RARER pT pomkcetares Aiea: ere 18 
| Many Dreams Ago..... ote cae Sebedens Web eaaees Harms .........00.. 18 
| 
ged ah cir ise S ce Aa ae Sth RAR |) ee 17 
| Faithful Forever...*Gulliver’s Travels.......... ee 17 
| I Thought About You ee oe re OS er ere 17 
It’s a Hap-Hap-Happy Day...*Gulliver’s Travels..Famous ............. 17 
Stop! It's Wanderful...tMask and Wig Show....Spier ....... 0.00. 3 | 
| ee Gee ONO. hk 5 oes ck cree de Keak onc ea veo eee: 
TR Sk oe eid ora a ig ae Oe . Sun Pee Pe eee 15 
| All the Things You Are...+Very Warm for ‘Ma ae | 15 
poe ee rer nee eee ee POTAMOUNE .occcccccs 15 
| Ee Oe COT BO GPG ON. ook ccvacccccccs sce eeens eer nee 15 
RE Ee rrr Cle. ne 1 SOC T Teer ee 15 
At Least You Could Say BNNs ca aS es be eter Ue eae 14 
Rr rr ne el ae eee: MEME” footage cot 14 
ee LUN 2 ak aa Siarg a hrs Biba Sack WAR OL ESOS OE 14 
Moonlight Serenade............ re rere et IS beat bsinervcs 14 
bo Orr errr rr rire rere WERUINON 604 p28 009%.0% 14 
| Does Your Heart Beat for Me?.....cccccsccccece ic iad Saco aca 13 
LP POMIOTTOW WIGS. 555 eas esccees aie eh we meee DEIN a eh Kok ts ze 13 
| White TOG BAG TOU PROOGS. oo cccccccuessssccevecd hs das bade sha 13 
Bluebirds in the Moonlight...*Gulliver’s Travels..Famous ...........05 12 
| Little Street in Singapore..... FE yy ws RSPR ig . 12 
Melancholy Lullaby........ i wudiehs eee Rc aiecaiar ale POTAMOUNE .icccccvee 12 
I a a Remick pee ciea vials » 
he Told You I Cared?...*Kid Nightingale.....Witmark .......... ca an 
EN IN st o55s & 5RS 8G .4 eRe ERT Eh PUI A iii Gare aah baad be ae | 
| You’re a Luc ky Guy...?Cotton Club Parade..... MUIOOTE ooccccccce oe Ee 
ie ret ee ne eee ener mas gee Comments ee ee ee van 30 
| You’re Letting the Grass Grow Under Your Feet..Ager ............000. 10 
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RADIO COMMITTEE = 
DUE TO REPORT 


YESTERDAY'S HIT 
TODAY'S REQUEST 


Board of directors of the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and | 
Publishers will most likely hold its | 
| final meeting of the year on Thurs- | 
'day, Dec. 21, instead of the regular 
final Thursday of the month, which 
this time falls on Dec, 28. It is un- 


derstood that the special radio com- 
mittee will at this meeting turn in 
its completed repert as to the recom- | 
mended policy and terms for the | 
new contract with the broadcasting | 
industry. 
Royalty checks for the final quar- | 
ter of this year will be mailed out | 
in time for the ASCAP members to 
receive them two or three days be- | 
; fore Christmas. 


EL RANCHO GRANDE 
DONT MAKE ME LAUGH 


EDWARD B. MARKS ¢cae RADIO CITY York 


FRANK HENNIGS, General Professional Mer. 


HARMS, 


RCA Building 


INC. 


New York 





























SWELL SWEET SONG 


HONESTLY 


Getting Bigger and Bigger Day by Day 
SANTLY-JOY-SELECT, 1619 Broadway, New York 




















5 MEN ON A COTTON CLUB’ SCORE 


NORMAN FOLEY FOR WITMARK 


YOU'RE A LUCKY GUY LOVE'S GOT ME DOWN AGAIN 


WORDS AND MUSIC BY 
SAMMY CAHN avo SAUL CHAPLIN 





JOHNNY WHITE FOR REMICK 


YOU'RE JUST A NO ACCOUNT 


MACK GOLDMAN For HARMS 


IT'S MY TURN NOW 


MUSIC PUBLISHERS HOLDING CORP. 
RCA BLDG. ¢ RADIO CITY « NEW YORK 
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Brushoff to Shaw's Satevepost Blast 


Artie Shaw’s blast against the dance band business in last week's 
Satevepost aroused little trade resentment among booking organiza- 
tions, or even among music publishers whom he likewise made his 
target. If the reaction wasn’t outright indifference or a ‘so what?’, it 
expressed the view that the retired leader was just an overly wrought 
up maestro, who just had to blow off steam, 

The booking offices, which Shaw in his article refers as the ‘Big 
Four,’ scouted as silly his indictment that a newcomer must contend 
with insuperable odds, pointing out that his own swift rise to the 
top refutes his own argument. As for the publishers, their general 
attitude is that Shaw had contributed little to their business but eccen- 
tric antics that nearly bordered on insolence. and that the old American 
way of fighting to the top must prevail in the band business, the same 
gs any other field. 

It has been denied that Shaw owns a piece of Lincoln Musie Co, 
through his attorney, Andy Weinberger. 








Joan Edwards on Own | 
ms | 


Joan Edwards, who wants a com- 
mercial on her own, is leaving Paul 
Whiteman’s orchestra at the New | 
Yorker, and Clark Dennis has al- 
ready left. The maestro had wanted 
Miss Edwards to fill in by playing 
the piano between vocal solos. 

Bob Crosby is being mentioned to 
follow Whiteman into the Hitz hotel 
after Jan, 1 where the latter has 
been doing big business ever since 
opening there. 








Inside Stuff—Music 


Milton Berle who, two days previously, on Thanksgiving night, had m.c.d 
the Paul Whiteman anniversary party, pinch-hitted again the ensuing 
Saturday night when the maestro was called to Denver by the serious ill- 
ness of his father, Wilberforce J. Whiteman, superintendent of music of 
the Denver public schools. Being a Sat. nite and business extremely 
heavy, Ralph Hitz called on Berle to bridge the gap. Whiteman has since 
returned, his father being in better shape. 

Whiteman’s 20th anniversary party at the New Yorker Thanksgiving 
night (F.D.R.’s) which Hitz hosted, was a turnaway proposition. Chiefly 
invitation, with the hostelry head doing the inviting, it was gayly paced 
by Berle and not to lachrymosely keynoted as sometimes features such 
occasions, 

A large easel over the bandstand, rigged up by Western Union, enlarged 
the many congratulatory wires from all parts of the country as they came 
in to the dean of jazz, so that the customers read a who's who of names in 
the arts and world affairs who thus transmitted their greetings. 

Nice touch of the evening was Whiteman’s intro of his veteran musicians. 
Otherwise the show ran off according to standard including Maurice and 
Cordoba, recently added ballroomologists, and Whiteman’s own specialists 
—Joan Edwards, the Modernaires, Charlie Teagarden, Goldie, Roy Bargy, 
Mike Pingatore, et al. 





Current rage on the disks is Johnny Messner’s recording of ‘She Had 
tc Go and Lose It At the Astor,’ by Don Rave and Hugh Prince who, as 
Raye, Prince and Clark, have been doing this doggerel for four years in 
the sawdust joints. Tune was accepted by Lou Levy, head of Leeds Music, 


18 months ago, and has been dormant since until Messner, making his | 


first waxings for Eli Oberstein’s new U. S. Record Co., turned out this 
ditty on the Varsity brand, a 35c disk. At this writing, it’s sold 100,000 
and is headed for a 250,000 record sale, but orders are far behind due to 
the peculiar merchandizing arrangement whereby Varsity is tended 
through some 40 franchised distributors: 

Further highlighting the tune an alleged squawk from the Hotel 
Astor (N. Y.) management to which Oberstein and Leeds Music have 
replied that there are any number of Astor hotels in the country, in addi- 
tion to one in London, and besides which the tune isn’t bawdy or salacious, 
unless the auditor wants to think that way. 

‘She Had to Go and Lose It At the Astor’ pars the freak click of 
‘Old Man Mose,’ another oldie, as dene by Patricia Norman with Eddy 
Duchin (Brunswick) and more recently the manner in which Bonnie 
Bailey warbles ‘Oh Johnny, Oh Johnny, How You Can Love,’ a tune 
first copyrighted in 1917, but which she, with Orrin Tucker's band, re- 
vived on the Vocalion records into a big seller, 


is 


The publishers are doing a not too quiet burnup by the growing ten- 
dency among band leaders and also some vocal artists to own, control 
cr have financial interests in music publishing firms. The established 
pubs see in this a hope that the coin-machines will prove a large source 
of revenue, via the campaign long in work whereby the National Asso- 
ciation of Performing Artists, as the interpreter, might have a partici- 
pating interest in the wax works, and collect a regular source of revenue. 

While the pubs have been cooperative with NAPA, now they see it in 
a new light, and take the attitude that the copyright owner alone can 
have full control of any song material, and it doesn’t rest well with them 
to have the recording artist (who might also be in the music publishing 
biz) getting it both ways. 


Ben Cutler, maestro at the Rainbow Room, N. Y., last week addressed 
énother circular letter to publishers’ contactmen, stating that he was sorry 
his suggestion about wearing evening toggery, when visiting him at the 
Class nitery, had been misunderstood. The letter stated that it had been 
merely a request and that officials of the contactmen’s union had assured 
him that there was nothing in it that wasn’t acceptable to the union. The 


o 
s 


suggestion about smoking cigars, Cutler added, only applied to coming into | 


and leaving the Rainbow Room. 


— : . 
New band under Jimmy Mundy, former arranger for Benny Goodman, 


Gene Krupa, et al., drew the ire of local 802 of the AFM anent traveling | 


bands last week. Mundi’s crew is composed of out of town men 
when he sought permission to do a one-nighter at Kelly's Stables, replacing 
the Savoy Sultans, who were to fill a date elsewhere, the union cracked 


down and told him to get out of town. 


Another old-timer that has been getting attention from dance band 
leaders with the result that sheet buvers are beginning to ask for it ove: 
the counter is ‘Ma, He’s Making Eyes at Me.’ 


I It was co-au'tiored by Sid 
Clare and the late Con Conrad. 


Mills Music, Inc., has the copyright, 
VU. S., Record is now recording at its own plant, the old Brunswick site, 
Whereas its initial releases were done at the Muzak plant. 


_— 





Soap for Phil Stewart 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

Phil Stewart's ‘Dealer in Dreams’ 
Juggy Gayles, contact man for has been taken for sponsorship by 
Mercer-Morris, knocked himself out L. A. Soap Co. Inspirational pro- 
last week when he ran into the | gram goes five times a week in quar- 
favy glass door, which is without ter-hour doses over Columbia's Pa- 
trimmings (making it almost in- cific network. 
Visible) at Donohue’s Cedar Grove.| Soap outfit also spreads along the 
‘ coast Tom Brenneman’s ‘Spelling 
: Bee Liner,’ currently heard only on 
Victor Young converting his score | KNX. 


Music Notes | 





ov, 








o the Paramount cartoon, ‘Gul-— nay oa 
ae Travels, into a symphony JOE SANTLEY OFF BERLIN 
€ of four movements. Joe (Banjo) Santley has resigned 
| as professional manager of Irving 
P40 Pollack and L. Wolfe Gilbert | Berlin, Inc., and his post will be 
Sma theme song for the Edward | taken over by Charlie Warren. The 


ll picture, ‘My Son, My Son.’ | latter holds a similar title with Mer- 
} 


j cer & Morris, Ine, 

completed | Murray Wizel, whe 

‘Opened by Mistake’ | ren’s become 
; M.'s professional head. 





Sigmund Krumgold 
scoring job on 
at Paramount. 


1 War- 
M, 


assistant, will 


and | 


& | 


Former Artie Shaw. orchestra, 
now a § cooperative organization 
under the leadership of Georgie 


Auld, tenor sax, will be replaced at 
the Pennsylvania Hotel, N. Y., Fri- 
day (8) by Will 
Auld shifts to 
room, N. Y. Dec. 15 for four weeks. 
Osborne stays at the Penn until 
Jan. 3. 

Auld last week assigned the ex- 
Shaw outfit to General Amusement, 
who handled it before. So far there 
are no_ recording commitments, 
though the group had been working 
for Victor. Shaw's last platter for 
Victor was released this week. 

Changes made or to be made in 
the Auld bunch include a swap of 
femme vocalists with Benny Good- 
man. (See separate story). Ronny 
Perry returns from Woody Her- 
man’s band, 


-RUBINOFF’S 1-NIGHTER 
IN TUCSON NETS $700 








Dec. 5. 
Rubinoff, assisted by Jacques Fray 
and Mario Braggiotti, played a one- 
nighter here tonight (5) in opposi- 
tion to Eve L. Sallienne and 
troupe, touring for Fortune Gallo out 
of New York. Both concert 


Tucson, 


advance. 

Rubinoff did his stuff at the Uni- 
versity of Arizona Auditorium at 
| $1.10 and $1.65 prices, sponsored by 
| the Lions Club of Tucson. Rubinofft’s 
| 





end was over $700 for the one-night- 
er. Fray and Braggiotti at the twin 
pianos filled the interludes. 

Unlike ‘Golden Boy.’ which was a 
| flop here, Miss LeGallienne proved 
socko, sold out three days before he! 
appearance here. 


Pre-Xmas Not So Forte 


Pre-Christmas band bookings are 
behind the same period of former 
years in volume. None of the agen- 
cies can give a sound reason for 
| buying being slower during the 
| month or two of hoarding before the 
| holidays. 
| Fairly obvious reason is the fact 


| that most of the good bands hole up 














in some location job at a hotel, etc., 
| at this time. 

Hal Kemp, Dec. 15, U. of Mary- 
Jand, College Park, Md.;: 16, Rider 
| College, Trenton, N. J. 
| Shep Fields, 15; Paramount thea- 
tre, Springfield, Mass.; 22, Adams 
| theatre, Newark. 

Dick Stabile, Dec. 8-16, Raymor 
B., Boston. 
| Cab Calloway, Jan. 14, Chestnut 
! Street Hall, Harrisburg, Pa. 


Al Donahue, Dec. 15, Valencia B., 


| York, Pa.; 22, Astor Hotel, N. Y.; 25, 
|Greenwich Country Club, Green- 
| which, Conn.; Jan. 2, Allentown, Pa. 
| Claude Hopkins, Dec. 10, Roseland 
| B., Brooklyn, N. Y.; Jan. 1, Youngs- 
| town, Ohio, 

| Glenn Miller, Dec. 23, 
| Armory, Mohawk, N. Y. 
' Mal Hallet, Dec. 17, County Cen- 
| ter, White Plains, N. Y. 

Slim Gaillard, Dec. 8, two 
| Joe’s Casino, Newerastle, Pa. 
| Jimmy Dorsey, Dec. 20, Louisville, | 
| Ky.; 25, Grand Rapids; 27, Para- 
| mount theatre, Anderson, Ind, | 
Lonnie McIntyre, Dec. 28, Country 
| Club, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Will Osborne, Dec. 10. Worcester, 
| Mass. : 


’ 


Mohawk 


weeks, 


EX-SHAW LADS 
UNDER AULD 


Osborne's outfit. | 
the Roseland Ball-! 


her | 


and | 
play did capacity, sold out well in| 


-- 


AEM. Euected to 


—= 


Ruling 





Sidestep 


In Oberstein-Miller Disc Dispute 





+ 


Jivers’ Spleen 


Upper bracket band 
last year loaned a newcomer io 
the maestro field $7,000. The debt 
wes paid several months later 
but the loaner was dissatisfied. 


He told the borrower that he | 
was under the impression that he 
was also to get a piece of the 
band, but the other leader, who 
had already begun to click, re- 
torted that there was nothing 
doing. The lender shortly after- 
| wards organized a band around 
; one of his own men and in- 
structed him to copy the style | 
of the borrower’s band and to 
make sure that he played him 
arrangement for arrangement. 

The graduate from the lend- 
er’s band has sought several 
times to try to develop a style 
of his own, but on each occasion 
he has been cautioned to stick 
to the original instructions, or 
else. 


11-YEAR OLD PIANIST 
-ENCORES UNEXPECTEDLY 


Piqued at having her ability at the 
piano drowned out by the full NBC 
isymphony orchestra, with which she 
|was sitting in, an 11-year-old key- 
board protege upset the whole eve- 
ning’s schedule at 
union benefit at Macison Square 
Garden, New York, last week, with 
|an unscheduled encore. Youngster, 
| Teresa Stern, tinished the selection 
with the band, took her bows, then 
turned to her keyboard and pounded 
out the unlooked-for solo to prove 
| herself. Upset things all the way 
|down the line to the popular band 
| list and including radio broadcast 
schedules. 

In order to partially make up for 


jeader 











the musicians’ 


| the time lost, concert cellist Feur- 
man was forced to confine his bit to 
one number instead of two. Inci- 
dent burned Frank Black, who was 
directing the band, plenty. 

On occasions such as this, with 
|some popular bands leaving local 


j location jobs to come in to play a set, 
| fairly strict time schedules have to 
b: maintained, for obvious reasons. 
Crews going off and on and arriving 
at set times eliminates confusion and 


sends ’em back to their jobs as 
quickly as_ possible. Youngster’s 
spur-of-the-moment act jazzed up 


the routine and forced radio stations 
WQXAR and WNEW to revise plans. 
Former aired NBC's longhair outfit 
and laiter picked up pop groups. 


GIRL SINGERS SHIFT 


Helen Forrest to Goodman, Barbara 
Bush to Osborne, Others 





Femme band vocalist situation 
underwent a shakeup in the past two 
weeks with a flock of changes and 
one straight swap. Latter was shift 
of Helen Forrest from George Auld 
(ex-Artie Shaw) band to Benny 
Goodman, while Kay Foster, Good- 
man vocalist, came to Auld. Carol 
Kay replaced Mary Ann McCall with 
Woody Herman, Miss McCall shifting 
to Charlie Barnet. Judy Ellington 
Barnet’s ex, almost went over to 
Herman but instead joined Tomn 
Reynolds with Larry Tavlor, anothe: 
Barnet ex. 

Barbara Bush who had been with 
Charlie Barnet for few days after 
Mary Ann McCall left, goes over to 
Will Osborne. Dorothy Claire joined 
the new Bobby Byrne ouifit, being 


with Bob Crosby at one time. Tommy 
Dorsey recently dropped Edythe 
Wright for Anita Boyer and Hal 
Kemp is currently auditioning to re- 
place Nan Wynn. 

In making such changes band 
has to take cognizance of the key a 


a 


prospective newcomer sings in or 
!costly changes in arrangements 
would be necessary. Often it’s the 
reason for a vocalist sounding good 
with one outfit and bad with an- 
other, 


Irving Mills is publishing ‘I)] Be 


a Fool Again,’ by Al Siegel, and 
‘Chula Chihuahua,’ by Jules Styne, 


George R. Brown and Nick Castle. 


Songs were written for Walter 
Wanger'’s ‘The House Across the 
Bay.’ 

cj 


, that 


| natured 
| handed him in the belief that it in- 


-chestra failed to appear here 


Executive board of the American 
Federation of Musicians will most 
likely refuse to intervene in the 
contract controversy between Glenn 


Miller and Eli Oberstein, general 
manager of United States Record 
Corp. In that event the issue will 


have to go to the courts for adjudi- 
cation. 

Oberstein, who filed charges with 
the AFM against Miller, claims that 
he holds a contract which compels 
the bandman to work for the U. S. 
Record Corp. RCA Victor also claims 
it has Miller under commit- 
Miller contends that he sig- 

a document that Oberstein 


ment, 


velved 


a Victor obligation. Ober- 


| stein was formerly Victor recording 


manager. 


Oberstein-Shaw Settle 

Suit against Artie Shaw by Eli 
Oberstein, now at the head of U. S. 
Records, was settled last week with 
a cash consideration to Oberstein 
and a retraction by Shaw of the 
answer he had submitted to Ober- 
stein’s charges. Latter had claimed 
in his suit that he had advanced 


| Shaw cash and considerable advice 
_while he (Oberstein) was recording 


director for Victor Records. 

Shaw filed a retraction of his coun- 
ter charges which was worded ‘I, 
Artie Shaw, publicly retract accusa- 
tions I made in answer to Eli Ober- 
stein’s suit...answer to suit inspired 


by impulse I now regret...realize 
Oberstein did not coerce me nor 
compel me to enter into contract 


with him...it was at my request he 
rendered me_ invaluable _ services 
which are basis of his suit...have 
come to settlement and compensated 
him for his efforts by payment of 
several thousands of dollars.’ 

Both sides have different versions 
of what the cash settlement amounted 
to. Oberstein has said that he lent 
Shaw $6,000 in $1,000 installments 
while Shaw was at the Lincoln Hotel, 
N. Y. last year. Says the settlement 
amounted to $8,000. On the other 
hand, Shaw’s side says the peace- 
maker amounted to $2,000, payable 
$500 down and $25 a week, latter to 
begin when Shaw resumes work. 





Pluggers for Messin’ 
His Personal Welfare 


Johnny Messner, ill with grippe 
that kept him off the stand last 
Thursday (30) for the first time in 


15 years, used the occasion to write 
to all music publishers in New York 


and blame their contact man for his 
condition. He complains that the 
pluggers are continually bothering 
him, even at home, and asks that 


they restrict their activities to Tues- 
day nights. 


Declaring that his illness has him 
feeling ‘like hell,’ the McAlpin ma- 
estro wrote: ‘It seems that from 


Tuesday to Saturday and even Sun- 


days on occasion, the contact men 
visit the hotel and with their con- 
tinual pounding and pressure have 


helped to wear me to a frazzle. Even 


on my day off, Monday, a great 
many of the boys have telephoned 
me, although I think calling anyone 
at his home is abusing the privilege.’ 


$3,000 CLAIM AGAINST 
ELLA FITZGERALD ORC 


Birmingham, Dec. 5 

Suit seeking $3,000 damages for 
breach of contract has been filed 
here by Robert P. McDavid III 
against Ella Fitzgerald, the Negro 
singer and orchestra leader, and the 
esiate of the late Chick Webb, leader. 
Also named defendants are Moe 
Gale, Consolidated Radio Artists, 
Inc., and the X Corp., operating the 


Chick Webb Orchestra and the Ella 
Fitzgerald Orchestra. 

McDavid’s complaint alleges that 
the Webb orchestra failed to appear 
in Birmingham to fill a contracted 
engagement June 17 after his death 
and that Ella Fitzgerald and the or- 
Nov. 


24 for contracted 


a engagement. 
The complaini shows that Webb 


was guaranteed $750 for the first ap- 

pearance, of which $375 had been 

deposited, plus 50% of the receipts, 

Guarantee for the Nov. 24 appear- 

ance $350, plus 50° of the re- 
s gbove $800 


was 
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WB's Vaude Exit in Philly Precipitates 
Tooters Union Threat to Picket Houses 








Philadelphia, Dec. 5. 


| , 
Warner theatres here, which pre Carmen Miranda, at 26, 
dominate, may be picketed by the | To Double Into Chi Nitery 


musicians union as a result of the} 
circuit dropping vaudeville after fail- ae 
j rms with the tooters | Nieigih Teed 
rn i ged nate = perros When ‘Streets of Paris’ opens here, 
the Earle. its ace and vaudfilmer | Carmen Miranda is all set to double 
nao. Gh Wriday 4) ond tole stage | into the Colony Club for four weeks. 
show wo nabes, the Alle-| 
-waell soe) . panes, § | thereabouts. She'll receive $2,000 a 
a 7 ti ; heduled this aft | week at the nitery. 

meeting was schedule s -| me : 
ernoon (Tuesday) by the general! . Al Borde, of the local CBS Art- 
membership of the musicians’ local. | ists Bureau, in association with Jack 
It is believed that picket lines will| Bertell, of CBS in N. Y., set the deal. 
be thrown around all Warner houses 
and resolutions 


assed asking  the| . 
members of the International Ali NITERY NOISE NO 
ance of Theatrica tage Employes} 
TONIC TO DRAMA 


to back them up in what the union] 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 5. 








termed ‘a lockout by Warners.’ 
There are reports that Warners} 
would invoke Attorney General} 
Thurman Arnold’s ruling against the | Threatened battle between man- 
union, on the grounds that it was! acsement of Nixon theatre and owner 
engaging in monopolistic practices in| of Nixon Cafe downstairs was avert- 
its demand that Warners hire musi-| oq jast week when Tony Conforti, 
cians in all theatres in which they | operator of the nitery, agreed to 
were engaged prior to the expira-| sound-proof his walls and ceiling 
tion of the contract. _ Warners seeks | with cork compound. Harry Brown, 
to contract for musicians only at the| manager of legit house, claimed band 
Earle. | music from cafe was seeping up into 


Ted Schlanger, zone head for the) theatre during quiet shows and ruin- | 


chain, said he hadn’t heard about the| 
wae still willing to employ ‘musi-| _ Said he had a flock of complaints 
cians in theatres pursuing a vaude | 2nd promised to take action with 
policy. | building owners to stop cafe from 


‘Th ; . ’ | having any dance music at all dur- 
The union says it doesn’t matter | ing progress of regular plays. 


whether we need musicians or not,’|  @onforti then agreed to sound- 
- said. hg Bg tole we'd have| proof the place, but not until Nir- 
io take the extra musicians, or the! Ginsjer estate, which controls theatre 
Earle won't get any. So we had to 
close.’ 


ing them for customers. 


| year lease on the cafe. 


few weeks musicians were paid at| operated steadily at same spot since 

the Fox and several of the nabes| 1999. 

without working. See 
The Earle was closed Friday after 


Mack Gordon cleffed ‘Who's the 
getting, last week, one of its biggest Beau of the Belle of New York’ for 
grosses with a show headed by Lou-| the 20th-Fox picture, ‘Little Old New 
ella Parsons’ ‘Stars of 1940’ troupe.| York,’ in five hours. 


ie 


Expected to be around Feb. 15, or | 


| building, had given him a new five-| 


, His present | 
Schlanger said that for the last! one runs out next May. Conforti has | 





[.13 YEARS AGO- 


(From Variety) 








b.o. 
was the 


Rudolph 
competition on 


Valentino’s only 
Broadway 


|'new dog star, Peter the Great, play- | 


‘ing at the Cap in ‘The Silent Ac- 
cuser.’ Valentino was at the Strand 
in “I'he Sainted Devil.’ 

Henry Miller severed connection 
with ‘The Magnolia Lady,’ starring 
Ruth Chatterton, which he produced 
at the Shubert, N. Y. Ownership 
passed to Miss Chatterton and Lee 


'Shubert. Just a case of constant | 
| disagreement. 

; 

| With the decline of the vaude 
boom in Britain, players were in-| 


creasingly turning to picture work. 
| Theatre managers were in bad 
straits in Berlin, with bankruptcies 
and salary cuts on the hike. How- 
ever, Maria Jeritza refused to ac- 
cept an opera cut, and so returned 
to America. 


After a week at $11 top, Max 
Reinhardt’s new repertory theatre, 
the Comedie, Paris, 
i scale to $6.50. The prices were still 
|; too high for the small-cast farces 
| presented. 


| AFL convention in El Paso 
; adopted resolution favoring every 
| form of amusement on Sundays, ex- 
cepting legit, inciusive of musicals. 





| Increasing number of dance halls 


Lin Greenwich Village operating as} 


| tea rooms or cabarets were giving 
| New York cops somewhat of a prob- 
| lem. 


| 
| The Mutual burlesque wheel was | 


entering its second leg of the season 
| with 34 shows and 33 weeks of book- 
ing. The circuit reported to have 
averaged $4,500 weekly in gross. 


George Pierce Baker, founder of 
the °47 workshop at Harvard, sev- 
ered his connection with the John-} 


nies for Yale, where he was to head 
| the new department of dramatic lit- 
erature. He had been at Harvard 
| 36 years. 


| 


dropped _ its | 


‘Millinder, Buck-Bubbles 


An _all-colored 
Lucky Millinder’s 


unit, topped by 
orch and Buck 


| and Bubbles, has been set for two | 
New York! 


| 


weeks in the Brandt 
houses. Show opens Dec. 14 at the 
Flatbush, Brooklyn, with the Wind- 
sor, Bronx, immediately following. 
Deal arranged by Jack Klotz of Nat 
Nazarro’s office. 





Other acts will be Berry Bros., 
Tramp Band (8) and the Edwards 
Sisters. 


TA IN $1,000 PREZ BALL 


The Theatre Authority, 
Alan Corelli, 
| settlement 


through 


with the 


j ington on coin due from last Janu- 
|ary’s charity affairs in the capitol. 
| Amount agreed upon is $1,000, TA’s 
, original request of $5,000 proving 
| overestimated. 

Corelli met with the committee in 
| Washington early last week. Sitting 
in were Carter Barron, of Loew's; 


lof the Washington Post, and James 
| Hagen, Commissioner of the District 
oi Columbia. A check on the books 
| resulted in the $1,000 settlement. 

". order to facilitate payments to 


SETTLEMENT IN WASH. 


Hardie Meakin, of RKO; Nelson Bell, | 


Unit for Brandt Houses | 


last week effected a! 
President’s | 
Birthday Ball Committee of Wash- | 


——=2 


ONLY 1 WINNER WHEN 
BURLEY GODIVAS MEET 


Detroit, Dec, 5. 

When Lady Godiva did her strip 
}act and rode a white charger through 
tr streets of Coventry centuries ago 
she had long hair. This historic fact 
was noted in court here when two 
'modern strippers came to legal blows 
'over who was entitled to the billing 
o ‘The Golden Godiva.’ Trouble 
started when Marlene Sloan, 21, who 
/has 44-inch, red tresses, came in to 
the Gayety and found that Mary 
Jane Reynolds, 21, who has shoul- 
der-length hair, was at rival burley 
National, under the same blurb, ‘The 
Golden Godiva.’ To add to the con- 
fusion, Marlene found her rival 
bilied as ‘Marlane.’ 

Yelling ‘copy-cat,’ Marlene rushed 
before Circuit Judge Theodore J. 
Richter, who, being a guy who is up 
on his legends, recalled that the an- 
cient lady was cloaked by her long 
tiesses on an historic ride. He didn’t 
e\7:n bother to let Miss Sloan take 
down her long locks to bolster her 
case, but handed her the decision. 

Mary Jane, of the more modern 
bob, said she didn’t even know who 
Lady Godiva was until she came to 


| Detroit and found her lf billed un- 


ithe TA, Corelli is now trying to af- | 


| fect a deal whereby the national 
day Ball celebrations, rather than 
the local groups separately, will kick 
across. He admits, however, that 
tuere appears little chance of such 
« Maneuver going through, 


Tony Pastor on Own 





Tony Pastor, vocalist and saxo- 
phonist, who recently withdrew 
| from what had been the Artie Shaw 
unit, is slated to head up his own 


band with Si Shribman doing the 
financing. 
The members of the ex-Shaw 


group, which has gone cooperative 
| couldn’t agree with Pastor on what 
| his share of the income should be. 
| 


committee of the President's Birth- | 


der that name. Anyway, ste said, 
she usually was billed as ‘The Texas 
Glamour Girl’ and liked that better. 

While ‘The Golden Godiva’ stuff is 
out for Mary Jane, court said it was 
oke to call herself ‘Marlane’ if she 
wanted to, 





Kemp Sets More Units 


Charlotte, N. C., Dec. 5 
T. D. Kemp, Jr., has set several 


more units for tours of southern 
houses, chiefly one and two-day 
dates. 

Isham Jones’ band will bevin a 


10-day theatre tour at the Plaza, in 
Asheville, N. C., Dec. 10. Joa 
Clouer’s ‘Manhattan Revels’ opened 


Sunday (3) at the National, Rich- 
mond, on a route of seven weeks. 
Ted and Art Miller will open 10- 


week tour Dec. 13 at the same house. 





Gerald Clark and his Calypsonians 
slated for a series of recordings for 
Eli Oberstein’s U. S. Records. 
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Stressed at N.Y. Agent Mass Meeting 





Artists Representatives Assn., the 
new organization of New York the- 
atrical agents, got underway last 
Thursday (30) with a mass meeting 
at the Edison hotel and a followup 
executive committee confab Monday 
(4). Around 80 agents and associ- 
ates attended the Thursday meeting, 
with more than half immediately 
pledging themselves to membership. 

Meeting on Monday, in the offices 
of Attorney I. Robert Broder, was 
for the purpose of outlining by-laws 
and setting up a temporary schedule 
of dues. Committee members chosen 
at the mass meeting include Charles 
J. Freeman, of Consolidated Radio 
Artists; Miles Ingalls, of Music Corp. 


of America; Jesse Kaye, of Fanchon | 


& Marco; Bill Liebling, Herman Cit- 
ron, Herman Bernie, Billy Kent, Joe 
Flaum, Mark Leddy, Phil Offin, 
Harry Kilby and Bill Shilling. 
Keynoting the Thursday meeting 
was Bernie’s warning to the agents 
present that if they don’t organize 
now for self-protection and preser- 
vation they probably wouldn't get 
another opportunity. He pointed out 
that every other branch of snow biz 
is now represented by some sort of 
association or union, while the New 
York agents were still shifting by 


themselves, come what may. Only 
strong agents organization in the 


country at the present time is the 
Coast group, which recently negoti- 
ated a deal with the Screen Actors’ 
Guild, 

It was also stressed at the mass 
meeting that the association of agents 


was not for the purpose of ‘fighting’ | 
any of the talent unions, but rather | 


to cooperate under the terms of an 
equitable agreement. The agency li- 
cense of the American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists was pointed out as one 
of the examples of alleged inequit- 
able union legislation. Broder, who 
chairmanned the get-together, stated 
that a confab with AGVA on a new 


licensing agreement would be the 
agents’ first official business. 
That the ARA will be open to 


talent representatives in all fields is 
indicated by the membership of the 


executive committee, as well as the! 


cross-section present at the Edison 
hotel. Liebling, for instance, is al- 
most strictly a legit agent and caster. 
It had been presumed in the trade 
that the agents association would be 
restricted to the varieties. 

Another general meeting has been 
called for Friday (8) afternoon at 
the Edison hotel hall, but this will 
be restricted to only those agents 
who have already pledged them- 
selves as members. Latter, at that 
time, will select board of governors 
which will decide on a slate of of- 
ficers and submit it for immediate 
election. Matter of dues and by- 
laws will also be determined at the 
meeting. 


‘ICE FOLLIES’ BREAKS 
CLEVE. ARENA RECORD 


Cleveland, Dec. 5. 
1940’ 





‘Ice Follies of 


broke the ice 
at Al Sutphin’s Arena last weck, | 
hitting a smash pace through the run 
and an approximate gross of $70,- 
1D3. 

Silver-blade show, topped by 
Evelyn Chandler and Bess Ehrhardt, 
had a capacity house of 11,020 on 
final night, with seven-night stand 


setting a new week’s attendance rec- 
ord of 46.769 for Arena ice spec- 
tacles. Sonja Henie’s skating revue 
is next booked for mid-January. 


Henie Blades in Texas 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
Sonja Henie opens her ice skating 
tour in Houston, Tex., Friday (8). 
She’s carrying a troupe of 100, 


headed by Stewart Reburn and Har- | 


rison Thompson, 
blade champs. 

Skaters may pass 
on the tour. 


Pauline Cooke Ill 


Pauline Cooke, agent who took 
Over the late Jenie Jacobs’ office, is 


both Canadian 


up Hollywood 








in Roosevelt hospital, New York, | 


after being stricken Saturday morn- 
ing (2) with a heart attack in her 
Office. 

Yesterday (Tuesday), she was re- 
ported as resting comfortably. 


a 





' 


Worcester Vaude Try 
‘Via Sun. Night Shows 


' 








Worcester, Dec. 5. 

First attempt was made Sunday 
night (3) to bring name bands with 
supporting radio and vaude per- 
formers here. Musical Enterprises, 
Inc., of Hartford, Conn., has obtained 
Municipal Auditorium, city’s largest 
house, for three successive Sundays. 

With less than week’s publicity, 
b.o. was only a few hundred under 
the nut. Bob Crosby and band head- 
‘lined bill, supported by Radio 
| Rogues, Nan Wynn and others. Dol 
| Brissette’s WTAG band was in the 
| it. 
i Will Osborne's orch is set for next 
| Sunday (10). 


Gus Van, Willie Shore 
Fined for Gratis Work 
On Complaint from TA 


Chicago, Dec. 5. 

Through complaint of Theatre 
Authority, charges were entered by 
the American Guild of Variety Ar- 
_tists and allied show business talent 
unions against Willie Shore and Gus 
Van, now at the Hi-Hat Club, for ap- 
| pearing at a benefit without an okay 
from TA, 

Both Van and Shore were found 
guilty and fined, but the fines were 
suspended with a warning issued to 
both performers. 

Today (Tuesday) a hearing will be 
held on complaint of the TA against 
Billy Carr and Joan Woods, of the 
1606 Club, and Helen Morgan, Ada 
Leonard, Slate Bros. and Stan Kav- 
j}anaugh of the ‘Moulin Rouge’ road 
show, for appearing without 
authorization at a neighborhood po- 
litical charity. 














‘Pantages, Birmingham, 





Birmingham, Ala., Dec. 5. 

Pantage theatre, dark for eight 
weeks, will reopen Dec. 24 under a 
vaudfilm policy, Opening stage show 
for house will be Karston’s ‘Follies 
| Unusual.” Other units to appear in 
near future will be Evelyn Brent's 
‘Streets de Paree,’ and ‘Shootin’ 
High’ with Oswald. 

House will be booked by T. D. 
Kemp, Jr., of Charlotte, N. C. 


TA | 


Going to Vaudfilms 





Switched for One Week 





$2,400 gross at the Westchester Coun- 
ty Center, White Plains, N. Y., Sat- 
urday (2). Bands are usually pre- 
sented Sunday afternoon and eve- 
nings, but use of the auditorium for 
ar antique exhibition caused a switch 
to the preceding night. 

Only a night show was played and 
b.o. was under par. Also on the 
bill were Lorraine & Rognan, Lew 
Parker, Berry Bros., Bobby May, 
Four Comets and the Co-Eds. 


Bus Cos. Ask 
AGVA to Tag 
‘Em Ist Class 


Chicago, Dec. 5. 


Bus companies will seek an in- 
terpretation of the clause in the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
contract which calls for first class 
transportation for performers. In 
the past this has been inferred as 
meaning railroad transportation, but 
the bus companies, notably the 
Greyhound Lines, have come up with 
a disproval of this interpretation and 
are insisting that bus lines also rate 
as first-class and have court de- 
cisions to back up their claims, 











yet been called upon to make any 
decision on this matter, 
likely that the Greyhound and other 
bus companies will be 
their claim, particularly in view of 
the sleeper busses which are 
regularly on service by most lines. 


JANE (& JOE) McKENNA 
HAS NARROW SQUEAK 


Jane McKenna, of the comedy 
team of Joe and Jane McKenna, 
; which wound up an engagement at 
the Paramount, N. Y., last night 
(Tuesday), narrowly escaped seri- 











was overturned and completely de- 
molished near Englewood Cliffs, N. J. 


Miss MeKenna was driving from 
the Par to her home in Teaneck, 
N. J., with her sister and mother, 


when they were sideswiped. None 
of the three was injured beyond the 
requirement of first aid and the 
femme comic made her usual ap- 
pearance at the Par yesterday. 


B.B.B. (Bobby Burns’ Berman) 
heads new floor show at Dinty’s Ter- 
race Garden, Albany, with Palmer 
'and Forresta, the Five Bugs, the 


Texas Rockets and Art Manse’s orch. 


wits Somvue vase AGVA’s Basic Agreement With 


Bob Crosby and George Hall or-| 
chestras drew 3,700 patrons for a | 


Oe 


Vaude Houses Calls for Wage 
Minimums And Rehearsal Pay 


+ 
? 








American Guild of Variety Arte 
ists, beginning negotiations for con- 
tracts with vaudeville circuits, is 
asking for a basic minimum rate of 
$50 a week for principals and $40 a 
week for chorus members. It also 
seeks to require three-way responsi- 
bility on the part of employers by 


‘ forcing the exhibitor, the independ- 
t d } , . 
ory carried a value over $55,000 ent contractor and the booker to 


Stei j ie 
inberg is to operate the tavern) sion all contracts. Understood the 
under a 10-year lease, opening set| len dies tele te dbtain uae te 
for Dec. 15. ™ 4 ‘ —_ 


s ” . | rehearsals, an innovation in the 
Steinberg recently disposed of his | vaude field, but now the accepted 


interests in the Victor Hugo. Lyman | practice in legit, radio and pictures. 


and his orchestra move jin early next | So far the only company actually 
spring for an indefinite engagement. | approached is Paramount, but the 


Steinberg-Lyman Pay 
$22,500 for H’wood Troc 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
Assets of the Trocadero nitery 
have been bought by John Steinberg 
and Abe Lyman for $22,560. Inven- 











but it is! 
upheld in| 


now | 


ous injury on Monday when her car | 








‘Liegfeid Midnight Frolic 
Lining Up Initial Show; 








Leo Reisman looks set for the band 
‘berth at the Ziegfeld Midnight 
|Frolic, nee the Paradise, Broadway 
nitery, when it preems with a new 


| Adamson and Vernon Duke are writ- 


ing the new score, and Jack Durant 
jand Everett West most likely will 
/head up the floor show personnel. 

| Nicky Blair is auditioning what 
he plans will be the top lookers, pay- 
jing them up to $100 a week, and is 
lculling the girls from the Walter 
|Thornton and John Powers modeling 
agencies, 

Looks pretty well set for the re- 
named room to have legal usage of 
|the Ziegfeid moniker, this detail be- 
|ing worked out at the moment. 


EMA Slate Set 


Philadelphia, Dec. 5. 

Jack Mazer, of the booking firm of 
| Lipschutz & Mazer, appears certain 
to be elected prexy of the Entertain- 
/ment Managers Assn. at elections to 
‘be held next week to fill place left 
vacant by resignation last week of 
iFlorence Bernard, who headed the 
group since its formation. 


| 








| Other present officers are expected 


to be re-elected. They are: Roy 
Cross, v.p.; Jim Smith, treasurer; 
Madeline Woods, secretary, and Jo- 
seph F. Hughes, chairman of the 
board. 


others will be contacted within a few 
days. They will include RKO, War- 
ners, Loew, Fanchon & Marco and 
Brandt. Circuit officials who have 
seen AGVA’s proposed ‘code of fair 
practice’ claim that it doesn’t prop- 
erly meet conditions in the vaude- 





Leo Reisman Looks Set ville field and must have been drawn 


}up by someone not familiar with 
| vaudeville. But the union’s officials 
|explain that the document was 
| drafted by its vaudeville committee, 
| which is composed of vaudeville ac- 
| tors. As for the claim that the pro- 
posed pact is not applicable to vaude- 


AGVA offices themselves have not | Seymour Felix revue Dec. 28. Harold | ville conditions, the union asserts 


| that advertising executives made the 
|same objection to the AFRA code, 
but after it had been in practice ad- 
| mitted that it worked satisfactorily. 
| AGVA national board took up most 
of its Monday (4) meeting with the 
matter of constitutions for the lo- 
cals. It was decided to hold meet- 
ings of the locals (New York, Bos- 
| ton, Chicago, Los Angeles and San 
|Francisco) during January, when 
| proposed constitutions may be drawn 
‘up and local boards established. 
After that delegates for a national 
convention may be chosen. At such 
a convention, which may  pos« 
|sibly not take place until Novem- 
| ber, 1940, a new national board 
could be chosen by the member- 
| ship. 


Questions of agency 


still hanging fire. AGVA’s agency 
committee has sent notices to the 
locals asking reports on suggested 
agency licensing and regulation. But 
until those reports are received, no 
final plan of handling the agency 
situation will be drafted. In the 
meantime, the union will receive and 
consider suggestions on the matter 
from its New York members, or from 
any agents who cave to offer them, 





licensing is 


Problem of whether to take in 
non-performing circus and carnival 
workers, which was slated for de- 
cision last week by the international 
board of the Associated Actors & 























Artistes of America, was temporarily 
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tabled and is now due for settlement 
today (Wednesday). AGVA com- 
mittee appointed to study the ques- 
tion has turned in its report to the 
Four A’s, but its nature hasn’t been 
disclose d. 


ARMY-NAVY GAME HYPO 
TO ALL PHILLY SPOTS 


Philadelphia, Dec. 5. 
Philadelphia niteries, hotels, res- 
taurants and theatres reaped a gold- 


the 
crowd, 


en harvest over 
free-spending 
Army-Navy football 
did the town. Despite the rainy 
weather, a record-breaking attend- 
ance of 104,000 was chalked up at 
the big Municipal Stadium in South 
Philly. 

Before and after the game the 
crowd thronged eateries, taprooms, 
theatres and night spots, shelling out 
about $1,000,000, according to veteran 
hotelmen. It was the biggest Friday 
and Saturday in the armnusement area 
since the grid classic was moved 

| here from Chicago six , ears ago, 
| The Ritz Carlton hotel opened its 
Empire Room, one-time gathering 
| place of the sociai register set in pre- 
| prohibition days, on Friday night 
' (1) just in time to get a chunk of the 
| Army-Navy biz. The room is under 
ithe direction of Gregory, maitre 
d’hotel. Murray Stewart's orch pro- 
vides dance music. Fashion shows 
specialty shops 


weekend as a 
here for the 
Classic, really 


will be staged by 

















} every Friday afternoon. 
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COTTON CLUB, N. Y. 


(6th EDITION) 

Louis Armstrong Orch, Maxine 
Sullivan, Stump and Stumpy, Aland 
and Anise, Bobby Evans, Kaloah, 
Sonny Woods, Venessa Ammon, 
Chorvis (16), Showgirls (8), Soccar- 
ra’s Orch; music and lyrics by 
Sammy Cahn and Saul Chaplin; 
dances, Clarence Robinson; orches- 
trations, Will H. Vodery; settings, 
Francis Feist. 





Louis Armstrong and Maxine Sul- 
livan may be swinging in a dream at 
the Center theatre in Radio City, but 


they're topping a very wide-awake 
show at the Cotton Club. It’s the 
latter’s sixth edition since moving 


down tuo Broadway from Harlem and 
possibly its best. 

C.C. had been marking time for 
several weeks between productions 
with variety shows, sans chorines 
and showsgirls, and was not alto-) 
gether happy. Lack of production 
told at the b.o., but this jive opry 
should put the spot back on a well- 
paying basis. Sunday night (3). four 
days after the show’s Wednesday 
midnight opening, immediately fol- 
lowing the debut of Armstrong and 
Miss Sullivan in ‘Swingin’ the: 
Dream’ that same evening at the 
Center, the C.C. was jammed at the 
dinner hour. ‘Dream’ curtails Arm- 
strong’s C.C. chores at the dinner 
shows because of his early appear- 
ance at the Center, but doesn't af- 
fect Miss Sullivan, | 


Most notable thing about this pro-' 
duction, in comparison with previous 
Cotton Club shows, is its variety and 
tapering-off from the spot’s usual | 
slam-bang hoofing and noisiness., It’s | 
politer and more palatable over a 
90-minute stretch. Other plus fac- | 
tors are the costuming of the 16-girl 
line and eight showgirls, and excel- 
lent dressing up of the small stage 
over the band platform. 


Armstrong and Miss Sullivan, in- 
dividually and when together, dis- 


Night Club Reviews 


_the show. 


| dance, the ‘Shorty George,’ which is| that was at the Village Vanguard, 


l hivan and Armstrong appeared. It’s 
la slower-upper and doesn’t establish 
|the names any more securely in the 
audience’s minds. 
On the other hand, Clarence Rob- | 
/inson, who did the dances, assisted by | 
Al Richards, has come up with a 


} 
j 
| 








| pense strong entertainment and hold well-trained line of 16 girls. Soc- 
the show’s b.o. reins. Their two duets egrras’ Orch plays for dancing. 
are with ‘You're a_ Lucky Guy, | Scho. 
original by Sammy Cahn and I scnicicatinigiaicaaiags | 
Chaplin that has good commercia - 

possibilities, and later with ‘You're Leon & Eddie $s, N. » # 


Just a No-Account.’ For the latter Pe 

Se *,») ve se s _ oton ts , ‘ 
Miss Sullivan does a eggs — Nite Wits (6). Donald Burr, Ruth 
of a lazy shoe-shine boy, In her solo Sato, Eddie Davis, Joe Venuti orch 


spot, the songstress gives out with 
‘It's My Turn Now’ and her standby 
‘Loch Lomond,’ while Armstrong's 
own session is taken up with ‘Jeep- 
ers Creepers’ and his own ‘What Is | 
This Thing Called Swing,’ 
and trumpeting. They're unmistak- | 


able clicks. season. First off, it has taken to 

Another standout is the Stump and name bands—unheard of before 
Stumpy team of comics and hoofers,; Ramona and Her Men of Music| 
who are an h.o. of the C.C.’s last va- | started a six-week engagement at the | 
riety show, These kids are aS) spot beginning of October. She was | 
whammo on a nitery floor as they | followed for two weeks 


by Joe] 
are on a stage, their takeoffs on Don- Venuti, with Lennie Hayton in next. | 
ald Duck and Ted Lewis being espe- | 


A . | Precedent-smasher No, 2 is the ad- 
cially strong. They have an excep- | dition of a line of gals. There are 
tionally fine comedy sense. 110 of them, drilled by producer 

Otherwise, the show’s personnel is | Bobby Sanford. Special songs have | 
in the nature of specialties. These! been turned out for the show by! 
include Aland and Anise, mixed! Kenneth Hecht and Sidney Bass. 
hoofing team, who swing a minuet; About the only two things that 
Bobby Evans, another h.o., who does | haven't been changed at L & F's this 
a solo song-dance session and leads| year are L & E. Eddie Davis still 
the ensemble in a couple of numbers; | makes up a major portion of the en- 
Kaloah, thigh-grinding, belly-rolling | tertainment with his original patter 
virtuoso; Vanessa Ammon, who’s 0N | songs, seemingly never-ending, in 
for brief Balinese terps in the effec-| response to demands of a faithful 
tive ‘Bali Bali’ production number, | coterie of 52d streeters who appar- 
and Sonny Woods, vocalist with! ently never tire of them. 
Armstrong's band, who gets an in-| Current show, when caught, ran 
ning with ‘Night and Day’ early in| way overboard on length, some- 
where around two hours, Curbing 

Along with ‘Lucky Guy,’ Cahn and | of the encores by Davis, despite the 
Chaplin have also contributed a song | demand, is almost a necessity in 
called ‘Hoy-Hoy-Hoy,’ which is sung} view of the long girly numbers and 
by Stump and Stumpy. It’s strictly | a troupe of youngsters, the Nite 
Harlem, however, and segues into; Wits (6), giving a half-hour of orig- 
the C. C.’s introduction of a new) inal skits in the manner of the gang 


with Don Darcy and Elmer Beachler, 
Godoy Conga orch (7), Lou Martin 
orch (3), Line (10). 


weeally Leon & Eddie’s, after 11 years, | 


comes up with a flock of changes this | 





little more than a slight variation of | N. Y., and later at Radio City’s Rain- | 
the boogie woogie. bow Room. 

There’s no program credit for the | Line opens the proceedings keynot- | 
show’s producer, but whoever he is, | ing ‘It’s Evening in Paris,’ sung by 
he didn’t have a very bright idea in| m.c. Donald Burr. Femmes are oke 
the opening screen bit, which depicts | on looks, being particularly smootho 
scenes from films in which Miss Sul- | around the gams. Routines are mod- 








|}erately simple as befits the limita- 
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tions of the locale. Burr's piping is | 
also satisfactory without being par- | 
ticularly outstanding. Gals, at the! 
close of the show, invite customers 
from their seats to teach ’em the, 
conga and other S. A. rhythm steps. 
It's a nice stunt. | 

Joe Venuti’s band adds to the 
length of the performance by doing | 
a specialty which he has been using 
for some years and which shows | 
signs of datedness. It’s a March of | 
Time sequence which is topped off 
by Venuti thrusting out his jaw to} 
provide an amazingly good likeness | 
of Mussolini. Elmer Beachler, of the 
| band, does the M. of T. announcing, 
while Don Darcy does most of the | 
specialties, which includes some neat 
baritoning and a pip of an imitation | 
of the palsied vocalizing of Carmen 
Lombardo. | 

Ruth Sato is an Oriental-looking 
femme who does a Chinese dance as | 
before and after ‘the coming of the 
Marines.’ First, in long mandarin 
; coat, is in classic style, while the 
coat is shedded for the latter portion 
for a shim-sham in G-string and bra. | 

Nite Wits (New Acts) are mildly | 
funny, showing signs of still being in | 
the embryonic stage with improve- 
ment likely. Working in association 
with the experienced Eddie Davis 


WARE 


New Yor aiding in this direction. Herb. 


(PARK CENTRAL HOTEL) 





Pancho orchestra, Dinora, Ralph de 
Villa Dancers. 





Pancho is what is known as a class 
maestro and the Park Central’s Co- 
coanut Grove is by no means a class 
room Its no humpty-dumpty 
either, but it’s not a Persian Room 
Conga, the environments 
associated with the South 
American maestro. Pancho does a 
good enough dansapation job and, in 
fact, seems to be drawing some of 
his old crowd, but there’s no doubt 


OVER 


the booking was a mental hurdle 
when first essayed. Only the b.o. 
barometer in weeks to come will 


answer it. 

Pancho knows how to mix up his 
straight terp music with the con- 
| garhumba stuff. Prime idea of the 
' booking is to lure supper biz, and he 
may do that too, since the pop- 


She’s a sort 
of road company of Diosa Costello, 
an attractive looking, paprika seno- | 
rita with a hotcha maracas style to | 
break up her vocal interludes at the 
mike. Also billed, but not seen at 

_ this catching. are the Ralph DeVilla 

i conga dancers. Abel. | 








LUBS 


will no doubt go a long way toward | 


: | 
Cocoanut Grove, N. Y. | 
| 


priced dinners take care of them-| 
selves in this large hostelry. 
e Dinora is a holdover. 
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HAVANA-MADRID, N.Y. 


| has built up quite a following with 





Sergio Orta, Nano Rodrigo Orch, 
Juanito Sanabria Orch, Rosita Rios, 
Estela and Papo, Tapia and Maclovia, 
Arturo Cortez, Elba Valladares, Pe- 
drito and Francisco, Gene Alvarez, 
Maida Del Valle, Lolita 
Olga Mendez, Nona Montez, Zedra de 
la Conde, Rita Eliza, Vida Valdez, 
The Santeras. 

Captioned ‘A Night in Havana,’ this 
peppery revue at the Havana- 
Madrid, on Broadway, is really a 
cavalcade of everything Latin. Em- 
braces Brazilian, Argentinian, Cuban, 


| Mexican and Puerto Rican songs and | 


dances, deftly blended and nicely 
paced by Sergio Orta, a rotund little | 


gles and who is actually the brains | 
behind this floor show. 
] : Se | 
signed the authentic and intriguing | 
costumes. | 


This is more than just the usual, 
Spanish omelet of song and dance. 
It's a showmanly - potpourri of | 
everything, mixing the class with the | 
lesser. The eight girls are all look- | 
ers and the specialists effective all | 
the way. 





Estela and Papo, ror example, are 
Afro-Cubana rhumbaists in the| 
hotcha manner. Rosita Rios so-! 
pranos and leads the numbers well, 
holding down her own solo spot. 
Arturo Cortez is an above-par war- 
bler. Cesar Tapia and Ruiz Maclovia 
give out with the Spanish terps to 
Bizet’s ‘Carmen’ for musical back- 
ground. Pedrito and Francisco are 
the bongo players backing up the 
rhumbaists and the Afro-Cuban stuff 
danced by The Santeras. All the 
other specialists likewise jell well 
into a compact 45 minutes that make 
this $1.50 table d’hotery a bargain. 

Nano Rodrigo is a regular NBC 
maestro and Juanito Sanabria, alter- 
nating maestro, is equally good. Leo 
is the maitre, who knows his clien- 
tele, and the Angs! Lopez-Ramon 
Ferror management has one of the 
standout spots along the street. Abel. 








VICTOR HUGO 


(BEVERLY HILLS, CAL.) 


Beverly Hills, Cal., Nov, 29. 
Rudy Vallee, Ames and Arno. Vic 
Hyde, Frank Cook, Three Debutantes. 
King’s Men, Peggy Goodwin, Gar- 
wood Van Orch (11). 


There’s still plenty of magic to the 
name of Rudy Vallee in this silk- 
stocking precinct. His name in lights 
and ads are responsible for the surge 
of trade to this swank chophouse. 
All else is incidental lest mention is 


Gonzalez, | ne ' ; 
;and exercising his tonsils on a half 





He not only | 
| staged and produced it but also de- 


—— — | 
given to Garwood Van's orch, which 


its smooth dance music. Floor show 
is on the alright side, but it’s Vallea 
who gives it a lift with his show- 
manly touches. 

Maine stein songer gives the payees 
($1.50 cover) a good run for their 
tabs, poking around in every turn 


dozen numbers. Gay informality of 
the evening’s fun is infectious and 
the convivials warm up fast No 
sooner is one turn off than Vallee 
and the others shift props. move 
around pianos and deport with mani- 
acal glee. It’s all good for laughs 
and helps to humanize Vallee with 
those who may have appraised him 
as spoiled headliner. 


The Vallee repertoire of songs 


tosses precedent under the bar and | cgomie who affects tortoise-shell gog- | hasn't changed much, his prime ef- 


fort being ‘All Points West,’ with 
material aid by Elliott Daniel at the 
novachord. He still affects a dead- 
pan seriousness in his singing, but 
this gives away to unrestrained play- 
fulness when the mood of the even- 
ing lightens. Vic Hyde, one-man 
swing band, and Ames and Arno, 
knockabout acrobats, are the rowdy- 
dowdies and _ score handsomely. 
Hyde manipulates four or five in- 
struments at one time and tosses in 
a few hoof beats. A-A bang away at 
each other, take hard falls and go 


| through other bruising routines. A 


natural 
stopper. 

For straight singing there are the 
Three Debutantes, lately with Ted 
Fio Rito, and the King’s Men, one- 
time with Paul Whiteman. The males 
have it all over the femmes. Frank 
Cook harmonicas while accompany- 
ing himself on the guitar, a neat 
trick but not new hereabouts. 


Van's crew plays the dances and a 
crowded floor best attests to his 
popularity with the Bevhills and pic- 
ture crowd. He’s been around for 
years and delivers tuneful, tangy 
dansapatien. His rhumba numbers 
are especially’ arresting. Pesgy 
Goodwin vocals nicely. Helm. 


for this spot and a show- 


Nat Vincent and Nancy Morrison 
have placed ‘In the Lilt of a Sweet 


| Irish Song’ with Sun Music Co. The 


ballad had previously been tried out 











on the westcoast by the writers 
themselves. 
ee ae 
$9 wk. residential rate at New Yori’s 


Hotel Empire—at the 
Times Square, Gives you a fine room 
with private, tiled lavatory and 
toilet. With private bathroom, $10.50 
See Miss Farriss, Asst, Mgr., today 
CO. 6-7400. 
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Broadway, New York, 
later than Jan. 10, 1940, cannot be 


APA DBF. 
York, before Jan. 10, 1940. 





To All AFA Members Who Participated in the 
AFA Death Benefit Fund: 


If you have already received a letter-and-ballot on liquidating the 
DBF, then please return letier properly marked to the AF'A, 1560 
immediately. 


If you have not received the letter-and-ballot, then please writ? 
to the AFA siating whether you are for or against abolishing the 
Your letter must reac 


Don't Fail to Attend the AFA Membership Meeting, Friday, Dec. 15, 
3 p.m., at Union Church Hall, 229 W. 48th St., New York 


(Ballots reaching the AFA 
accepted.) 


h the AFA, 1560 Broadway, New 
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Unit Reviews 





LA VIE PAREE 


(MINNESOTA, MPLS.) 


— — 


Minneapolis, Dec. 2 

A. B Marcus unit, ‘La Vie Paree,’ 
with Leon Miller, Roberta Jonay, 
Howard Boyd and Jigsaws (4), Ben! 
McAtee, Ha Cha San, Bernays,| 
Janada, Ruth Dunell, Bob White, | 
Floyd Bennett, Singing Sextet, 
Condy and Flower, Show Girls (24), | 
Jack Malerich; ‘Heroes in Blue’| 
(Mono). | 





This 4,000-seater dispenses with its 
own m. c., line of girls, orchestra 
and usual four vaude acts this week 
in favor of the A. B. Marcus ‘La Vie 
Paree’ unit. The elaborately staged 
and costumed revue, running mainly 
to spectacle, seems just what the 
doctor ordered, except for the in- 
trusion of occasionally bluish gags, | 
stories and dialog plus one song that 
seems in very poor taste. It’s stuff 
that’s out of line in a house cater- 
ing considerably to family trade. 

‘Paree’ seemingly is the most lav- 
ish, colorful and dazzling of the 
Marcus shows offered here. Pro- 
ducer has plenty of flash and the 
production numbers, while they may 
not be artistic, are bewilderingly im- 
pressive. Garish costuming provides 
a veritable riot of colors. And the 
stage is densely populated much of 
the time to create an impression of 
bigness. 

With the orchestra overture elim- 
inated, Jack Malerich, house leader, 
confines himself to playing pop re- 
quest numbers on the Wurlitzer, and 
he plays them well, The show 
proper, which runs 70 minutes, starts 
slowly with its parades of showgirls 
in bizarre, colorful and revealing 
costumes and the stepping by the 
chorines. It gains momentum grad- 
ually, however, and quite properly, 
the classiest features are reserved 
for the final portion, creating enthus- 


| Man, 





iasm out front and sending cus- 
tomers away well-satisfied, 
Best of the production numbers 


has a group of chorines swinging 
from and disporting themselves on | 
trapezes. Outstanding comedy is 
the knockabout acros offered by 
Howard Boyd and his Jig. Saws, 
Roland Romas, Art Stanley and 
Sparky Kay. Their clowning, tumb- | 
ling and stunts go over big. Boys! 
figuring in the show’s funniest skit, 
a burlesque prizefight. Ben McAtee 
is another comedian, most of whose 
stuff is ancient, including an old 
burlesque standby, the all-aces poker 
game. 

Meriting praise are the fine danc- 
ing of Leon Miller and the jive an- 
tics of the Six Jitterbugs, girls and 
boys who liven up the proceedings 
no little and are good for plenty of 
Jaughs, too. Ruth Dunell, prima, 
sings well. There’s also a mixed 
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| Those who missed their turkey on 


|in bed, Forest Glenn gets O.K. to be 


| mild exercise. 


singing sextet that handle its num- 
bers neatly. Roberta Jonay, an- 
nounced as ‘Mrs. Roosevelt’s pro- 
tegee,’ does a novel exotic peacock 
dance, Rest are so-so, Janada 
stands on her head. Bob White is 
a singer and Floyd Bennett a straight 
Ha Cha San is a ‘bronzed | 
goddess’ dancer. Condy and Flower, 
man and woman, have a comedy act 
and the Bernays are dancers. Every- 
body doubles at various times. 

All in all, a lot of show—a real 
bargain—for the 40c top Near capa- 
city at the first Saturday matinee 
(2) performance. Rees. 


DAVE APOLLON CO. 


(PAR, ANDERSON, IND.) 





Anderson, Ind., Dec. 1. 
Dave Apollon Orch. (14), Sue 
Ryan, The Colstons (2), Ben Beri, 
Gene Bayliss, Malone, Marvin &| 
Malone, Gail Manners, 12 Glamour 
Girls; ‘Little Accident’ (U). 











Dave Apollon broke in his new} 
unit, ‘Hitting High,’ here Wednesday 
(29), before taking the road for a 10- 
week tour of southwestern cities. 
Two-day stand opened cold with 
Apollon virtually unknown here, but 
built steadily to near-capacity at this 
2,000-seater for the final show 
Thursday (30). Show was. im- 
mediately rebooked for a _ return 
weekend stand Dec. 9-10. 

New unit finds Apollon not sparing | 
the horses on talent or expense. Na- | 





New Acts 





NITE WITS (6) 
Comedy 

30 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 


Three boys and three gals thrown 
together doing summer entertaining 
on the borscht circuit, this sextet is 
one of numerous similar groups 
which have mushroomed recently. 
Outstandingly successful bunch, and 
the one which no doubt encouraged 
others, was troupe which began at 
the Village Vanguard, Greenwich 
Village spot, and hurdled from there 
to the Rainbow Room in Radio City 
earlier this season. 


Like the others, members of this 
crew provide all original material 
and music. Principal writing is by 
Sylvia Marks, who wears a recently- 
awarded Phi Beta Kappa key from 
NYU. She’s aided by Arthur Laur- 
ents, who does lyrics, while Kieve 
Landis provides tunes and piano ac- 
companiment. Others are Sherle 
Hartt, Dorre Lyons and Mervyn Nel- 
son. 

Nite Wits, in their present state, 
are extremely unpolished, both as 
to performance and writing, but pro- 
vide a neat novelty as attested by 
the undivided audience attention 
they hold at Leon & Eddie’s through 
nine skits and seven momentary bits 
of mimicry, running about 30 min- 
utes in all. 

Majority of the satirically comic 
sketches are mild, running from 


| utter corniness to extreme sophisti- 


cation. Pulling in of sail on both 
sides is needed. There is also a 
tendency to private jokes, really 


tives here, accustomed to semi-name | funny to the few in know, but maybe 


bands with one or two supporting | 
acts, had never seen anything like 
the entertainment outlay presented 
by the veteran maestro. 

Show opens with a number by the 
line (12), followed by Apollon’s 
standard ‘Dark Eyes’ medley with 
his Filipino Band. Ben Beri, jug- 
gler, gets over with speedy ball-and- 
club routine. Line is back for a 
number segueing into turn by the| 
tapster trio of Malone Marvin and | 
Malone, brief. 

Gail Manners, semi-operatic song- 
ster, heavy on looks, leads off with 
operatic selection, following with 
‘Over the Rainbow’ and wham- 
ming ’em with a swing version of | 
‘Chiribiribin. The Colstons, bur-| 
lesque ballroom team, on next, could 
stand slight cutting in their over- 
long routine. 

Ten members of the band are 
downstage for a jam session with 
Apollon. Seven minutes of cross- | 
talk nonsense between Apollon and | 
Gene Bayliss, comic follows. Ex- | 
cellent timing marks this youngster | 
as a comer. 

Heaviest accolade goes to Sue 
Ryan, blonde comedienne, closing. | 
Opens with takeoffs on opera singers, | 
torch warblers. French chanteuses, 
etc. Winds up with rocking rendi-} 
tion of ‘Jumping Jive’ which has pew 
purchasers pounding their palms 
plenty. Walk-on finale winds up 
solid 60 minutes of surefire enter- | 
tainment. 

Apollon himself works hard and is 
onstage practically throughout. En- 
gaging line of chatter does much to 
build a heavy sendoff. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 














Saranac, N. Y., Dec. 5. 
The ‘Dual Thanksgiving’ holiday 
gave the gang a break in the Colony. 


Nov. 23rd, managed to gobble a mess 
of the gobbler on the 30th. 

Charlie Broom and Mrs. William 
Chase, of New York, bed-siding rela- 
tives at the Rogers. 

Jean Ryan, who ozoned here for 
one year, got her final okay and left 
for St. Louis, home. 

Dr. Jack Ross, who came in from | 
N. Y., is the new Will Rogers house | 
dentist. 

After three solid months of strictly 





up for one meal a day and added 

Dr. George Wilson acting medico- 
in-chief of the Will Rogers, staged a 
supper at the Lodge and 45 medicos 
attended. 

Thanks to Dot Maxwell, Mrs. Ella 
Perry and James (Worcester Ga- 
zette) Lee for books, mags and 
papers to this Colony. 

Steve Gregory, local musician, 
handing out venison steaks to any 
and all of the Colony who can find a 
spot to have them broiled. 

Rosco Fox, formerly of the Fox 
Bros. hoofing act, hello’ing the gang. 

Write to those you know who are 
ill. 





| removing 


| came in 


| ‘Chatterbox’ 


a mystery to the majority. One ex- 
ample is a 10-second bit by Miss 
Marks who, all by herself, applauds 
vigorously, then announces, ‘I’m 
Milton Berle’s mother.’ 


Basic thread of the skits is that 
they represent New York scenes. 
Better ones include the group in 
bathing caps going through routine 
from Billy Rose’s Aquacade; strip 
tease bit by Miss Marks in which 
she gets every innuendo in without 
anything, and _ various 
night clubs with Mervyn Nelson the 
m.c. in each. ‘Moon Over Flushing’ 
is best tune. Herb. 


MADGE 
Songs 
11 Mins. 


MARLEY 


| Show Bar, Forest Hills, N. Y. 


A wealth of radio warbling is pay- 
ing dividends to this attractive 


| thrush who rates as the best act to 


play this nitery in several years. 


| Miss Marley, strictly a class number, 


after 13 weeks with Al 
Pearce and a guest shot on the Ford 
Sunday Hour. Previously, she sus- 
tained on NBC for three years and 
recently made 36 records for Victor. 
In addition to a flawless mike tech- 
nique, she has excellent diction, 
good range, precise attack and pleas- 
ant tone. The result is a solid click 
in a spot where vocalists usually die. 
When caught, she opened with 
(written by Jimmy 
Brainin, house band pianist) and fol- 
lowed with ‘Beguine’ for a hearty 
salvo. She encored with ‘Oh, Johnny’ 
in a duet with Dee Orr (house maes- 
tro) and ‘Small Fry,’ the former be- 
ing especially well-interpreted in a 
special arrangement. Gilb. 


Portland Civic Theatre Folds After ; 
First Try and About $2,800 in Red 





Portland, Me., Dec. 5. 

Maine Civic theatres, Chamber of 
Commerce - fostered vaude-legiter 
here, closed Saturday night (2) ‘for 
reorganization’ after dropping a re- 
ported $2,800 on its first legit try, 
‘Of Mice and Men,’ a Ben Stein pro- 
duction featuring Guy Robertson and 
Iris Adrian. Attendance numbered 
225 on the opening night (4) and 


week progressed, 


Veteran showmen here distributed 
blame for the bustup between fail- 
ure of the management to organize 


audiences, the poor choice of an 
opener, and unfavorability of the 
season for new theatrical enter- 


prises, 


Robertson, the leading player in 
‘Mice, is credited with a major 
boner in having shown up 30 min- 
utes late at a midweek Rotary lunch- 
eon, where he was _ scheduled to 
speak, and thence launching into a 
semi-bibulous defense of John Stein- 
beck’s play against the ‘charge’ of 
obscenity, remarking that the av- 
erage radio and film production 
might be legitimately so labelled. 
Rotarians, none of whom had uttered 
a peep relative to the drama’s moral 
worth, responded in kind to what 


biz failed to pick up markedly as | 


they took to be hostility on the part 
of the outsider. Idea behind the ac- 
_tor’s appearance had been to bolster 
the lagging fortunes of the Civic’s 
| occupant, but results are figured to 
| have been the reverse. 

A vaude show, booked by A. & B. 
| Dow, of New York, was scheduled 
| for the coming week, but that’s off 
| now, 





Pardo Will Conduct 12 
From Late Irv Rose Band 


St. Louis. Dec. 5. 

Tony di Pardo is planning to re- 
organize the orch batoned by the 
late Irving Rose and start with local 
engagements. Pardo will start with 
12 tooters who are rehearsing here. 

He is expected to come to St. Louis 
within the next few weeks. 


Butterworth to P.A. 


Charles Butterworth is to make a 
number of personal appearances in 
the east, dates being arranged by 
Jack Curtis. 

Comic will work with Judy Starr. 
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VARIET 





MUSIC HALL, N. Y, 


— a 


‘Nenoteenth Century, produced by 


Russell Markert; settings by Nat 
Karson; ballet choreography. by Flor- 


nce Rogge; Rockettes’ dance by 
Markert. Cast: June Forrest, Louise 
Fornaca, Marie Grimaldi, Pauline 
Kaye Rabana Hasburgh, Dania 
Krupska, Park and Clifford, Music 
Hail Ballet, Glee Club, Rockettes: 
‘We Are Not Alone’ (WB), reviewed 
n Variety. Nov. 15. 


Current stage effort goes back to 


the ligh irted waltz era, possibly 
in an effort to counteract the highly 
tragic windup of the Paul Muni 
starrer, "We Are Not Alone’ (WB) 
[t's feathery entertainment and 
serves its purpese admirably. 

There’s not much in the way of 
variety acis, but Nat Karson’s out- 


standing scenic designing and the re- 
markable buildup that Russell Mar- 
kert has given the Park and Clifford 
acrobatic team, plus, of course, the 
usually great windup by the Rock- 
ettes, gives the production more, 
body than is obvious on the program. 

Park and Clifford, in a vaude 
house. are strictly an opening, or 
deuce spot turn, albeit a very good 
one in its class. Here, however, 
they're spotted in the centre of the 
show. before a magnificent drop, and | 
mop up close to a showstop. Mar- 
kert has “em doing a bit of comedy at 
the opening. prior to their fine hand- 
to-hand balancing and lifts, and it’s 
a swell hypo to their general im- 
pression, 

Otherwise, with the exception of 
June Forrest's singing of a medley ' 
from ‘Waltz King,’ by Johann Strauss, | 
Jv.. in the opening, the show is 
strictly by the M. H.’s own entertain- 
ment corps, the ballet, male glee club 
and the Rockettes. Ballet is spotted 
in a ballroom scene that is the pro- | 
duction highlight of the show, with | 
Louise Fornaca, Marie Grimaldi, | 
Pauline Kaye. Rabana Hasburgh and: 
Dania Krupska getting brief solo 
innings. The glee elub, as gobs, is 
on for a Gilbert-Sullivan medley, 
with special lyrics by Albert Still- 
man does well. | 

Rockettes’ closing flash is also 
given ultra production and entails 
the military precision work which 
won the group the French Govern- 
meat’s Grand Prix award at the 
Paris expo in 1937. They'd impress | 
2ven the hardest bitten West Point 
general, although the tight-fitting 
ostumes would present a problem 
when if came to any medal-pinning. 

Overture by the M. H. symph 
under the direction of Erno Rapee 


is E 


ty 
ATE 


30 lio 
R; nNenir ; i 
Biz opening night was fair. 


Scho. 


ADAMS, NEWARK 


; Newark, N. J., Dec. 3. 

‘Vude Ranch Scandals’ with Jeanne 
‘ochelle Dorn and Yosey, Hal Men- 
in, Elsie and Herman, Grant and 
Sanford, Walter and Lee, Olive 
v nite, Line and Show Girls (25). 
Joz Fecher House Orch (11): ‘Tor- 
ture Ship’ (PDC). 


—< 


Although nudity in current offer- 
ing at Adams is confined to marquee 
and lobby display, a plethora of 
femininity helps the house veer from 
name bands and pic personalities to 
s practically a girl show. 

Despite misnomer of Allen Gil- 
bert’s second venture here in three 
is brisk at b.o. and is a 
cinch to top previous week’s disap- 
pointing g with George Jessel 
and Will Osborne’s orch. 

On opening day (1) stage fare was 
long ov production and short on ma- 
terial, the best of too few satisfying 
performances being turned in by 
Jeanne Rochelle, Waller and Lee, Hal 
Menkin, Elsie and Herman and Olive 
White 

Miss Rochelle does a breath-taking 
fob with hel 

lance specialty, which she did at the 
New York World’s Fair. With its 
yviginal music and sound effects, tall 


we vik 3. biz 


gross 


and titian-haired gal creates more 
than a satisfactory illusion as she 
Struggles with the ‘monster’, which, 


in reality, is composed of a mask and 
lengthy cloak cleverly attached to 
her right shoulder. 

Olive White’s single, in which she 
works in bits on the guitar, violin 
and sax, is good entertainment. and 
Hal Menkin’s variation of Bill Robin- 
son’s stairway tapping clicks, 

Waller and Lee launch 10 minutes 
of hilarious nonsense with male half 
of duo quipping his way up to what 
apparently is to be a serious violin 
solo. As he begins playing, house 
lights are extinguished and silent 
film of oddities and humorous situa- 
tions is flashed on screen. Audience 
howled through film at supper show 
Friday (1) and, quite naturally, ap- 
plauded loud and long when shot of 


American flag appeared on screen as | 


violinist concluded his _ selection. 


Femme member of pair then appears | 


in box and rest of act is rapid-fire 
dialog between two until the gal 
finally winds up on stage helping out 
with song and dance. 

Elsie and Herman score in adagio 
that’s part of most effective produc- 
tion number. Dancers work on small 


platform. which becomes center of 
disylay that includes fountains and 
colored lights, draped showgirls 


amazes by its 


‘Bride of Frankenstein’ | 
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forming the columns of the flanking 
LoOuntains, 

Grant 
which they fill with pretty thin dia- 
log, Grant the straightman and San- 
ford the deadpan comic. Dorn and 
fosey contribute standard bits oi 
acrobatic dancing. 


Line and showgvirls work hard in 
attractive garb, making sever al 
changes during show Joe Fecher’s 
house orch does a thorough job in 
the pit 

ORPHEUM, MPLS. 
Minneapolis, Dec. 2 
Clyde McCoy Orch (13), Bennett | 


Sisters (3), Wayne Gregg. Simpson | 
Humanettes (2), Setma Marlow, Bob | 
Williams with Red Dust, Masters and | 


Rollins: ‘Mara Brothers at Circus’ | 
(MI-G). 
This show has everythin, that 


makes for a well-rounded, diversitied 
variety bill. Above all else, it has 
Clyde McCoy’s music, nearly enough 
in itself. McCoy crew carries three 


girl sOngster-dancers, the Bennett 
Sisters. and a male warbler, Wayne 
Gregg. 


The McCov arrangements are the 
solid foundation on which the show 
is built. Maestro conducts, warbles, 
trumpets and m.c.s. It’s only in the 
latter role that he bogs down. ; 

Orchestra gets the show going with | 
a fast swing number that almost has 
the jive fans in the aisles. Then the 
three Bennets swing out on ‘Don’t 
Look Now.’ climaxing their vocal- 
izing with an agreeable tap. The 
Simpsons, man and woman, skillfully 
manipulate their puppets in full view | 
of the audience. Novel and particu- 
larly clever is a magician puppet | 
that produces various objects seem- | 
ingly out of empty space. A pair of 
colored jitterbugs also reflect Simp- 





i son’s artistry. 


Gregg does ‘South of Border’ and 
‘Blue Orchids,’ his vocalizing strong- 
ly suggesting that of Bing Crosby. 

Band comes throu with a bang- 
up arrangement and rendition of | 
‘Scatterbrain.’ It’s largely a brass 
outfit, but here’s swing music that’s 
played by the McCoys. | 


| 
| 


sweet as 


Drummer and bass violinist’ get in 
some soloing and the fine balance 
between reeds and brass helps to 


make the music especially listenable. | 
After the four singers sock ‘Mutiny 


in the Nursery’ in bigleague style, 
with McCoy soloing on a trumpet, 


Selma Marlow contributes neat tap | 
routines ; } 
Boh Williams is personable and 
demonstrates much showmanship in 


Although seen here se€v- 

before, the dog_ still 
musele control. Its 
posing, rope jumping and balancing 
land deserved heavy applause. 

Davey Gray, the band’s drummer, 
is clicky with his fast manipulation 
of the sticks during a red-hot ‘Lime- 
hor Blues. Johnny Masters and | 
Rowena Rollins chalk up 12 minutes 
of laughter with their gags, stories, 
| 1ing and dancing. Miss Rollins, 


CiOMV 
a striking resemblance to 


its paces. 


eral times 


who bears 
Eleanor Roosevelt, is a loose-jointed 
whose 
occasion’s merriment 
dancing is okay. 
Blues’ for a fast finale. 

House nearly filled at the last mati- 
formance on the show’s sec- 


ond day, Friday (1). Rees. 


comic 
the 


nee pe! 


RIVERSIDE, MWKEE 


Milwaukee, Dec. 2. 

Dick Powell, Fallidy Troupe 

Will and Gladys Ahern, Ray Vaughn, 

Gene Sheldon, Lee Roth House Orch 
(13); ‘Call a Messenger’ (U). 


Socko show, headed by Dick Pow- 
ell as the main lure, is bringing in 


the crowds in a big way. 
Lee Roth augments his house crew 
with trombone and clarinet for this 


week's show, band going through a 
couple of swell arrangements of pop 
tunes, followed by acros of the Fall- 
idy troupe, six men and a gal. They 
do a four-man pileup via teeterboard 
that gets hefty applause, and again 
master the same trick with top man 


| blindfolded. 
Ray Vaughn neatly plays ‘Blue 
Heaven’ with his fingers on a mar- 


imbaphone and also knocks off ‘Some 
of These Days’ with lighted mallets. 
| With assorted liquor bottles filled 
|with water. he also gives out with 
a couple of tunes and also does 
some shuffle steps that rate consid- 
erable plaudits. 


Will Ahearn and wife Gladys, cow- | 


; boy act, work with ropes, both sing 
| and Ahearn doubles as m.c. Clever 
gag. ‘Do your Christmas shopping 
|early, for tomorrow may be Christ- 
mas.’ vets a big laugh since two 
turkey days were celebrated in this 
state. 

Gene Sheldon puts on a nitwit act 
| with a banjo, argues with a frontrow 
stooge heckler, and, all in all, his 
j funning is satisfactory. 

Powell maintains the same clicky 
standard of his earlier dates on his 
present tour. 
| ‘South 


of Border’, showing plenty 


personality and vocal ability. Then! 


a medley of his old pix songs, fol- 
lowed by ‘Lilacs in Rain’ on sax and 
a comedy song about the Hollywood 


guide to homes of filmites. 
Biz SRO at second show Friday 
(1). Weber. 


and Sanford have two spots | 


| show strongly. 


| tends to stay in vaudfilm work. How- 


| effect. 


ing out rhythm on 


terso twisting adds to | 
Masters’ | 
Band does ‘Sugar 


(7), ! 


For getaway he tenors | 





STATE, N. Y. 


Jay C, Flippen, Five Mavellos, Four 
Franks, Vass Family, Jerry White, 
Don Redman Orch, Alma Turner, 
Bootsie Garrison, Two Zephyrs, Ruby 
Zwerling House Orch.; ‘Jamaica Inw 
(Par) 





Show provides solid entertainment 
through a succession of capable acts, 


although it’s without a potent b.o. 
name. Jay C. Flippen ties up the 
first half of the bill with amiable 
m.c. chores and contributes an in- 
ning of amusing gags and a song. 
Don Redman and his colored crew 


take over for the second half, offer- 
ing several numbers and three acts. 
Entire bill consists of more or less 
familiar turns, 

Five Maxellos, standard risley act} 
of three men and two girls, open the 
They perform diffi- 
cult stuff with seeming ease, main- | 
tain a lively pace and wind up with | 
a couple of real tough tricks. Act 
has been bolstering vaude bills for | 
years and again comes through here. 

Four Franks, another’ familiar 
turn, follows with the identical rou- 
tine it’s been showing for a couple 
of years. Two boys and two girls 
play saxes, hoof a couple of numbers, 
sing a little and interject the by-now 
familiar skit burlesquing John Bar- | 
rymore and Garbo in ‘Grand Hotel.’ | 
Whole act holds the audience. but 
the Franks should change their ma- 


terial. 

Vass Family, consisting of four | 
young girls and a man, are from) 
radio and get across nicely in this 


visual medium. They make an at- 
tractive appearance, their songs are 
novel and agreeable, but they'll have; 
to work in more comedy if they in- 


ever, unit is ‘passable particularly be- | 
cause of its ingratiating blend of 
modesty and enthusiasm. 

After sandwiching the usual m.e. 
brand of clowning between the dif- | 
ferent acts, Flippen puts over a com- 
edy version of ‘Small Fry’ to good 
He also extracts laughs from | 
a few aged gags, then brings on an! 
eccentric stooge for a natter stanza. 
The stooge, Jerry White, dances 
briefly, does an ‘impersonation’ and 
winds up with the standard women- | 


taking-a-bath pantomime. Last is 
threadbare by now. 
Redman handles the stick as his 


outfit, consisting of five brasses, four 
reeds, guitar, bass, drums and piano, 
does two warm numbers in distine- 
tive. musicianlyv style. Alma Turner, 
a dusky hoofer, sings a few lines to 
introduce her routine, which gets by. 
Then Bootsie Garrison, who looks 


wgene Zador’s ‘Csardas Rhap- putting the canine Red Dust through | very young in her grownup old rose 


sown and warbles a sobby interpre- 
tation of ‘Address Unknown’ without 


undue expression The orchestra | 
follows with a potent rhythm num- 
|ber. ‘You Ain't Nowhere,’ that 


shrieks of Harlem 

Windup turn is the Two Zephyrs, 
with their sock jazz, dance and pan- 
tomime routine. They start by beat- 
a washboard 
dishpan setup, follow with their 
punchy crap-shooting melodrama 
pantomime. and close with a dance. 


It’s all combustible stuff. Hobe. 
ROXY, N. Y. 


Walter Cassel, The Arnolds (3), 
Hugh Forgie and Ken Davidson with 
Joe Tobin, Bob Dupont, Lyda Sue, 
Variety Singers (7), Gae Foster Girls 
(24), Paul Ash’s House Orch; ‘House- 
keeper’s Daughter’ (UA), reviewed 


}in Vartety, Sept. 13 


The 


this 


Roxy departs from the usual 


week for a unique opening. 


| Another departure is in holding over 
| from last week badminton players 
| " ; 

| Hugh Forgie and Ken Davidson, 


| which is easily explainable as the re- 

| sult of the manner in which the boys 

| top the show for audience interest. 

| For the intro, curtain goes up on 
| stage thats bare except for small 
group in the middle that’s supposed 
to be members of 


production staff 
in conference (actually the Variety 
| Singers, regular Roxy warbling 


crew). They are trying to decide 
what kind of show to put on, inas- 
much as the Roxy has done about 
| everything. They finally hit on 
| opening with the week’s No. 1 song, 
| ‘El Rancho Grande,’ and assign vari- 
ous members to design set, costumes 
'and dance routines. Call is sent over 


while line goes into formations. Idea 
is pointed up, too, by nifty lighting 
to cause shadows on backwalls, em- 
phasizing bigness and emptiness of 
the stage. 

Scheme is dropped from there on, 
'the Arnolds following. They are two 
;}men and a girl doing triple-decker 
| Shoulder stands. Not very unusual 
except that they invariably clamber 
up on each other the hard way, good 
| for a few laughs and appreciable 

audience response. 
| Forgie and Davidson are in 








the 
| next spot, with Joe Tobin to explain 
the game and a pair of shapely- 
| Sammed femmes to keep score. 
| There's some nice showmanship in 


|the badminton exhibition, particu- 
larly the stiff ‘rally’ necessary for 
‘the final triumph. Tobin’s lengthy 


| Socko 


| comings. 


and | 


introductory explanation might be 


curbed somewhat, also his’ en- 
thusiasm as he announces play-by- 
play. 

Walter Cassel, warbler, follows. 


Not dissimilar in either 
or style of piping from 
Tibbett, he nevertheless 
mesh for any important response. 
Vocalizing is technically proficient, 
but Cassel’s stage manner is cold 
and he doesn’t seil his numbers, 
Opens with ‘South of Border, fol- 
lowing with ‘Beguine’ and ending 
with ‘My Prayer,’ which brings on 
ballet production. Included in lat- 
ter is specialty by Lyda Sue, acro 
terper. Forte is one-hand spring 
with a twist. Nicely costumed and a 
looker, she’s a fair palm-patter 
puller. 

Bob Dupont precedes another ap- 
pearance of the line for the getaway. 
juggler does his standard 
routine with balls and clubs, mixing 


appearance 
Lawrence 
fails to 


| it with plenty of comedy, which is 


aided by his natural physical short- 
Closes with his smash bit 


4 
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STRAND, N. Y. 


Al Donahue’s orch (13) with Phil 
Brito, Paula Kelly, Charles Carroll: 


| Oxford Boys (3), Emmett Oldfield & 


Co., Gloria Blake; ‘Elizabeth and Es- 


sex’ (WB), reviewed in Variety, 
, Oct, 4, '39 

Al Donahue appears to be experi- 
menting with his band. Ii’s hotter 
and more emphatic, with extra 
stress on the six-brass section. The 
sum total may not seem to many 
quite as listenable as when Dona- 
hue employed a_e sweeter motif. 


of spining apple, plate and napkin | 


through the air, taking a bite of the 
fruit each time it comes around, and 
wiping his face with the napkin, 
until the apple is consumed. 

Line finale has the gals arrayed on 
steps in two double columns. They 
work with tremendous feather fans, 
achieving neat designs as they flour- 
ish their arms. It’s a swell number, 


but would be better for mid-show as | 


the final curtain would be stronger 
were it preceded by a routine em- 
ploying the full stage. Herb. 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 





| Young with Janis Thompson; ‘Tropic 


Fury’ (U.) 


Fare at this Brandt spot presents 
a fairly entertaining hour with, how- 
ever, several drawbacks. Most glar- 
ing one is Bryant, Rains .nd Young 
as the opening turn following a 
medley by the band of Teddy Powell- 
written tunes Consisting of ball- 
room terps, a tap by Janis Thomp- 
son the 
Ball- 


ypening to a 


and acro-adagio later by 


trio, the turn is poorly spotted 


room stuff slows the 
walk. 
Miss Thompson 


ceptional in taps 


shows nothing ex- 
or full twists and 
handstands, etc. S.A. rating, too, is 
not high. Adagio of the trio is fashy 
enough and fairly well executed. 
Powell's solid dansapation perme- 
ates the offering, being turned on at 
various points between acts. Medley 


after the opening tune would sound 
much better if the two vocalists 
|; would deliver all their numbers at 


one walk-on instead of shuttling off 
and on alternately. Both click later, 
Ruth Gaylord getting solid response 
with Powell’s newest writing, ‘Am I 
Proud,’ and Jimmy Blair with ‘South 
of the Border.’ Latter is a sock ar- 
rangement. 

Though Powell does little, direct- 
ing the band and accompanying one 
of Blair’s tunes with guitar-picking, 
he’s much smoother in that respect 
than heretofore. With excellent ar- 
rangements and several outstanding 
the outfit gives out with ex- 
satisfying dansapation and 
a neat job of backing the other 


soloists, 
tremely 


} 
qgaoes 


acts Standout arrangements used 
here are ‘Ciri Biri Bin, ‘Boogie 
Woogie’ and the finale ‘Puss in the 
Corner. Band induces local jitter- 


bugs to palm work in time, and solid 
appreciation at the bowoff. 
Working singly, Pat Rooney, Sr., 
has the mob eating out of his hand 
from the moment he strolls from the 
wings. Runs through Rooney stand- 
ards, beginning with tap to ‘Rosie 
O’Grady,’ another to ‘Rosalie’ and a 
third smooth bit to ‘Tea for Two.’ 
Lot of toe work for one who admits 
to 50 years on the stage (says he’s 
celebrating his golden anniversary), 
but it doesn’t seem to hinder much 
beyond slightly labored breathing. 


Rooney works his way into the 


There's too little relief now from the 
pounding jive for the adult night 
audiences, especially of the type 
coming to see a costume film such as 
‘Elizabeth and Essex.’ 

Donahue is not exuberant, but still 
good enough as batonist and mc. 
Towards the finish he unlimbers his 
violin and also sings, leaving the im- 
pression that he could also be heard 
from earlier. 

Both of his vocalists are hangovers 
from his band’s sweeter days. Phil 
Brito is the romantic tenor type, 
despite a lumberjack stance at the 
mike, with Pauls Kelly of the same 
order on the distaff side. In fact. 
both sing tunes that sound very 
much alike, such as Brito’s delivery 
of ‘Last Night’ and Miss Kelly’s 
warbling of ‘I Know Now.” They're 
giving the band its few changes of 


| pace, but there should be more con- 
| tributions from the arranger to muf- 
' fle those trumpets. 


Teddy Powell Orch (17) with 
| Ruth Gaylord, Jimmy Blair, Pat 
Rooney. Betty Hutton, Joe Besser | 
and Lee Royce, Bryant, Rains and 


In going into the groove, Donahue 
is also featuring a drummer, Charlie 
Carroll. As per the vogue set by 
Gene Krupa, Carroll is also talking 
to himself while pounding the skins. 
It's about as musical as a battery of 
12 inch guns in action. 

Three outside acts are included in 
the current show. Standout are the 
three Oxford Boys, who vocally imi- 


| tate bands. Also clicking are Em- 
mett Oldfield and his mixed team 
assist. Oldfield was formerly teamed 
with Walter Dare Wahl and, after 
their break in Texas a few years 
ago, went out on his own with the 


| listening to. 


very same type of comedy acrobatic 
act. It’s a distinct copy, despite the 
variation of Oldfield breaking in on 


the so-called dance team of Eddie 
Ware and Nina to go into the gag 
routine They get a lot of laughs, 


though not quite as smooth with 
some of the bits as Wahl is. Third 
turn is the solo Gloria Blake, yvoung 
coloratura soprano who hits all the 
high notes. but can’t get rid of a 
squeak. She bowls over pop audi- 


ences, however, and Friday night (1) 
rang up a solid showstop, Donahue 
having to interrupt a band number 
to bring her back for more bows. 

With the sereen feature running 
long. the pit shew is being held down 
to 47 minutes this time, but it’s fast 
only on the clock Vocalizing from 
four different persons is quite a 
slower-upper 


Biz fair. Scho. 


SHEA’S BUFFALO 


Buffalo, Dec. 3. 
Gene Krupa’s Orch (13), Andrews 
Sisters, Irene Daye, Dean Murphy, 
[ Bros.; ‘Day-Time Wife’ (20th). 


Lane 


Gene Krupa’s first Buffalo theatre 
finds him 


appearance working va- 
liantly to measure up fo the name 


bands that have preceded him at this 
stand. 

Regardless of his unit, Krupa 
qualities as the drummer of drum- 
mers. There's a stir to his beating 
that makes him worth watching and 
Lis As for the orch, while 
it's chiefly a hot outfit, it does amaz- 
ingly well on the sweet side also, and 


| as a band led, if at all, by a drum- 
| mer, it Is In itself a novelty, lending 


|} unnecessary. 


graces of his audience on his ability | 


alone, but manages extra response 
with bits of patter, like his introduc- 
tion for ‘Rosie.’ Says ’s something 
from ‘civil war days.’ Injects a bit 
of modernism into terps, too, with a 
trucking exit. Joe Frisco imitation 
finds the audience reluctant to let 


; him off, and s “Ss be agai y 

—— —e System for chorus | the anaie with Betty oa en ia 
gals, who come trooping in ap-,| Miss Hutton is working on he 
propriately garbed; 10-gallon hat) own after being ‘built ap os the ‘No. 
backdrop is lowered and the Variety|] jitterbug’ while with Vincent 

| Singers do their stuff on ‘Grande’| Lopez’s orch. When she comes on 


| sanity seems to take a backseat. Gal 
tees off with ‘Where Has My Little 
; Dog Gone’ and follows with ‘Well, 

Allright’ and ‘Ol’ Man Mose Didn't 
Kick the Bucket,’ a sequel 
original. In between, her antics, 
world, as is her manhandling of 
| Powell, band members and Rooney 
|in the finale. She exudes so much 
| enthusiasm and energy that her stuff 
is likable, and at the end has early 
scoffers rooting for her. 

Joe Besser and Lee Royce go over 
| solidly, too. Besser’s juve style of 
comedy produces plenty of giggles 
|and earns a begoff. His stuff is re- 


to the } 


| some 





|freshingly different from the usual 
'comedy act. Royce straights and 
goes over neatly later with a voeal } 


of ‘Ol’ Man River.’ 


some credence to Artie Shaw’s point 
that the average leader is somewhat 
In straight instrumen- 
tation, the Krupa gang is harmonious 
and well rounded, with its jive out- 
standing. 

Lane Bros., announced as English 
open the specialties with some nov- 
elty acrobatics. Irene Daye’s vocals 
are effectively delivered, assisted by 
Corky Cornelius’ solid sending on 
the trumpet. Krupa, assisted by Sam 
Donahue at the sax, then goe: 
through a striking heat session. 

Dean Murphy is in for his 
mike impersonations, some good 
n.s.g.. but mostly okay. The 
Andrews Sisters close with a stand- 
out offering. Their delivery of ‘Oh 
Johnny, ‘Beguine,’ ‘Beer Barrel 
Polka’ and ‘Chico’ demonstrates thai 
aside from their unique arrange- 
ments, their distinctive combination 
of vocal timbre, enunciation and de- 
livery also rings the bell for them 
They drew heavy salvos from th« 
Jive addicts at this catching. 

All in all, a neat presentation, ably 


fast 


| assisted by fine staging. Incidentally. 
squeals and shouts are out of this | 


the continued repetition here of 
bands, with features added, al! 
grooved in practically the same rou- 
tine, raises the obvious inquiry of 
how long this type of act, no matter 
how smart or novel, can continue to 
draw. 

It’s the same old curse of show 
business. Given a successful idea, it 
must be followed to an inevitable 
final cliche. Victor Moore summed 
it up 25 years ago with: ‘Chang 
your act or back to the woods.’ 

Business fair opening day 

Burton 
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CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, Dec. 3. 
Robinson and Martin, Frank Paris, 
Ruth Craven, Carter and Holmes, 
Larry Adler, 20 Rhythm Rockets, 
Dargan & Guthrie and Mr. & Mrs, 
Scottie Fridell, Sam Kaufman with 
house orch; ‘Intermezzo’ (UA). 


This is another parade of straight 
vaude punctuated and atmosphered 
py a line of gals. Although mouth- 
organist Larry Adler is taking top 
honors, the publicity grabber is a bit 
of hometown enterprise, this time 
having the gals doll up in Indian 
headgear and tear off something 
labeled the ‘Redskin Romp,’ evolved 
as nod to local pro grid team. Foot- 
ball stars even showed up Monday 
night (4) ' 
gag hoofing with the line. . ; 

Sam Jack Kaufman, m.c. in this 
house some seven years ago, is back 
for two weeks of guesting in same 
capacity, presides over unusually 
well received classical overture and 
does smooth job of introducing acts 
via pit mike. Line launches show 
proper with fast rhythm tap in cute 
white, orange and blue ensembles, 
melting off to show Robinson and 





' ventional satires on ballroom dance | 


and went through some | 


Martin seated on divan between two) 


floor lamps at rear, Guy in tails and 
acrobatic ballroom tap, plentifully 
sprinkled with kicks, spins and curt- 
wheels that win strong hand. Pair 
follow with ballroom tap, succes- 
sively working through waltz, tango, 
fox trot and jitterbug rhumba mo- 
tifs for another hefty reception. 
Travelers close and stage goes dark 


worked by Frank Paris. An acro- 
batic dancer, sepia rhumba hoofer, 
Dopey the dwarf, jitterbug trucker 
and ice-skater, all cleverly costumed 


build steadily for smash finish. Ruth 
Craven, attractive blond in yvellow- 
green satin gown, next warbles for 
nice hand. 

Travelers open on full stage with 
white columns against blue sky, 10 
gals in tophats and tails working 
with 10 gals in white satin gowns for 
adequate rhythm ballroom 
Curtains close as Carter and Holmes 
move on for their nut 
hoofery and_ slapstick. Strenuous 
challenge specialties get ’em off to 


good hand. Kaufman _§ introduces 
Larry Adler as ‘truly a musical 
genius and a virtuoso of the har- 


monica.’ Chap walks on in tux and 
concert manner to tear off ‘South 
America Way,’ medley of ‘Night and 
Day’ and ‘Tiger Rag’ -and knocked 


"em for a loop with long, spectacular | 


arrangement, of Liszt’s ‘Second Hun- 
garian Rhapsody.’ First encore is 
‘some American folk tunes,’ consist- 
ing of ‘Oh Susanna,’ ‘Swanee River.’ 





they nip their finale clean to boost 
Wheeler. 

Herzogs, five trim gals, cut the 
ice with smooth seriai trapeze act | 


combining iron jaw work with good | 


forever, but with fine showmandhi | 
| 


humor. Stooge from audience con- | 
tributes comedy of a _ continental 
flavor while clowning on flying | 


swing. Steve Evans, well liked here, | 
repeats his surefire Mussolini, Pop- | 
eye and Hitler takeoffs with his, 
usual skill while corking charac- | 
terization of a stewed, Polish fac- | 
tory-worker is still uproarious as far | 
as this polyglot town is concerned. 
Third spot is held by Deval, Merle 
and Dee, who freshen up the con-| 


teams by doing as much slick air- 
tossing as clowning. 

First show’s biz excellent but fell | 
off the rest of the day. Pullen. 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 1. 
Louvella Parsons, Donald Reagan, | 
Joy Hodges, June Preisser, Jane 
Wyman, Susan Hayward, Arleen | 
Whelan. Five Jewels, Marc Ballero, | 
Mecca Graham, Max Adkins House | 
Orch; ‘Intermezzo’ (UA). 





Pittsburgh's one of Louella Parsons’ 
towns, via Hearst’s afternoon Sun- 


zal in white chiffon run through neat | Telegraph, which means a flock of 


space for her act and plenty of free 
billing for the WB deluxer. Not a 
bad turn she’s assembled either and 
over very nicely here. No star 
names in the act, but the performers 
have all been in enough pictures to 


ive ’e s u il, 
for baby spot which follows puppets | ive ‘em some marquee pull, ond 


they deliver nicely, backed by the 
inevitable Parsons buildup. This 
marks an improvement in the unit 


-sh ‘ Since it tried out in San Francisco a 
and strikingly natural in movements, | 


| things 


couple of weeks ago. 
Hollywood's fabulous chronicler of 
cinematic gets her inning 


'chiefly in the trailer preceding her 
| appearance, wherein Deanna Durbin, 


routine. | 


acrobatic | 


“Pop Goes the Weasel’ and ‘Dixie.’ | 


Three bows merit 
‘Scatterbrain,’ drawn from audience 
verbal suggestions, and third is 
‘South of Border.’ 

Kaufman drives pit band to drown 
out applause as line troupes on in 
feather headdress and abbreviated 
Indian garb to warble ‘Hail to the 


second encore, | 


Redskins,’ theme song of local pro| 


eridders, and goes into something 
akin to lindy hop, presented as ‘Red- 


skin Romp,’ as pit guitarist does vo- | 


cal reprisal on same tune. Finale 
finds young local pair, Ed Dargan 


and Elizabeth Guthrie, doing jitter- 
bug version of ‘Romp’ and middle- 
aged Baltimore couple, Mr. and Mrs. 
Scottie Fridell, doing it ‘like our 
grandparents would have,’ all adding 
up to strong curtain. 

Biz light. Craig. 


PALACE, CLEVE. 


Clevelund, Dec. 2. 
Five Herzogs, Steve Evans, Deval, 
Merle and Dee, 4 Inkspots, France 
Malloy, Bert Wheeler; 
(20th). 


‘Barricade 


Not a but 


money-maker, 
Palace’s current edition one of 
those rare bills primed by real 
troupers, each so excellent in timing 
and spotting that they earn many 
honest laughs and encores. 

Four Inkspots’ radio and recording 
reps are doing the drawing; but it’s 
Bert Wheeler, whose name has little 
b.o. appeal to natives, who delivers 
the most riotous goods as the closer. 
Second show’s thin crowd crimped 


big 


IS 


| Hodges, 


| silken 


Fred Astaire, Tyrone Power, Eleanor 
Powell, Sonja Henie and Errol Flynn 
all bid her good luck on her personal 
foray, but she’s also in evidence suf- 
ficiently to make it quite certain that 
this is her act. 

There’s always a baby spot on 
Lolly in the background while the 
twins are doing their stuff, and all 
precede their specialty with a stop 
at the sanctum sanctorum to thank 
La Parsons for all she’s done for 
them through the column. After- 
wards, with Mecca Graham sekking 
for her, she retails some current 
Hollywood gossip, a few spot news 
items and answers a few questions, 
a sort of behind-the-scenes glimpse 
of a newspaper lady at .ork. Hardly 
very novel, but she’s enough of a 
name in these parts to get over the 
usual. 

Of her ‘Starlets of 1940,’ top honors 
go to June Preisser, who was a stage 


name (Cherry and June Preisser) 
before Metro took her west for 
‘Babes in Arms.’ Film experience, 


however, has given her more poise 
and she’s twice the surefire turn of 
a year ago. She whams over a song 
with plenty of personality to precede 
her spectacular whirling around the 
stage and had to come back to plant 


a couple of kisses on the Parson: 
cheek before the crowd would let 
her get away at this show. 

Another’ in-the-groove is Joy 


likewise a stage personality 
before films claimed her, Does only 
one song, ‘Blue Skies,” but could 
hand out a couple more. Gal sells 
well, has pipes to bolster the sales- 
manship and looks plenty sex-ap- 
pealing. Second vocalist, although 
she’s never done any of it on 
screen, is Arleen Whelan, 
redhead who 

Carmen Miranda’s ‘South 


gives ’em 
American 


| Way’ and manages to get away with 


him but it was an education to see | 


him smart-crack it out of its cold 
lethargy. Act is snappier than one 
he had last year with Wheeler and 
Stooge slinging swell gags at expense 
of Theatre Manager Ken Mean. Re- 
partee hits a brisk pace in mirth when 
redheaded Francetta Malloy heckles 
him with songs and an acrobatic nut 
offers more interruptions. Silk- 


hatted, apple-munching Wheeler so_ 


ingratiates himself with convulsed 
clients that he went long over his 
allotted time at this show in his in- 
tmate curtain speech without hear- 
ing one fidgity cough. 

Preceding him are the dusky Ink- 
spots, who are such musical sockers 
that anybody but Wheeler following 
them would be dusted off. Although 
on their first visit here, their fast, 
tricky songs catch on instantly, from 
Jeepers’ to their nifty ‘If I Didn't 


Care,’ which skyrocketed them. Af- 
ter that, they could stay onstage 


it very nicely. That clinging satin 
sown would sell her anyway, every- 
thing else being unequal 

Onlv male in party is Ronald Rea- 
san, WB featured player and a per- 
sonable young man who makes him- 
self generally useful, first in a scene 


with oomphy Jane Wyman, which 
includes some humorous references 
to their forthcoming marriage, and 


then with Susan Hayward, in a short, 
antic sketch that’s geared for laughs 
The Hayward femme’s another 
looker who could easily capitalize a 
bit on her Dietrichs. At the 
finish they all come back in a change 
of wardrobe for a collective bow 
with Lolly. 

The Parsons act comes last, follow- 
ing couple of extra turns. For 
opener, with Max Adkins m.c.ing 
from pit, 5 Jewels contribute a nice | 
display of juggling, proving that | 
isn’t a masculine accomplishment 
exclusively, and they’re followed by 
Marc Ballero, impersonator who 
would be twice as effecti. with half 
the act. Youngster has a lot of tal- 
ent, but too much extraneous ma- 
terial. Best of his lot is the impres- 
sior of Joe E, Brown, and amazingly 
life-like. For the others, there’s the 
usual collection, Fred Allen, Roose- 
velt, Edward G. Robinson, Lionel] 
Barrvmore, et al. 


more 


Adkins’ overture this week is a 
medley of symphonized ballads, 
nicely arranged, and_ featuring 


pianist on ‘Deep Purple’ and trumpet 


on ‘Lilacs in the Rain.’ 

First show biz good, with full 
downstairs and half a balcony de- 
spite rain, Cohen, 


| band shows. 
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KEITH’S BOSTON 


Boston, Nov. 29. 


Kay Kyser «Orch (14), Ginny 


Simms, Harry Babbitt, Sully Mason, | 


Ish Kabibble: ‘That's Right, You're 
Wrong’ (RKO). 

Boston went 
but the Kay Kyser unit 
is drawing droves of his radio-dance 
fans at tilted b.o, fares with his 
briskly-paced unit. 

On the merits of its playing alone, 
the Kyser outfit is one of the best to 
visit this town. Boys play solidly all 
the way, individually or collectively. 
Kyser, as a leader, is neither mild 
nor wild, but socks over a fresh, 
peppy personality with his College 
of Musical Knowledge turn. 

Pulling six of the audience onto the 
boards for the musical quiz, which 
comprises the second half of the act, 
is what makes this unit stand out. 
Kyser is aces on adlib, skillful at 
handling sudden upsets, embarrassed 
participants and new situations. As 
question-shooter and m.c., the band 
leader makes the answer-guessers 
look a lot smarter than they would 
in the hands of one less deft. Winner 
of the quiz gets $5. second best $3 
and al) contestants get guest tickets. 

Front half of the act is patterned 
along the lines of most band shows, 
giving groups and individuals a 
chance to strut their stuff. Four vocal 
soloisis are quite a quota for a band. 
but they all have a following. They 


Long ago, 


are Ginny Simms. Harry Babbitt. 
Sully Mason and Ish Kabibble. Miss 
Simms gives ‘em ‘St. Louis’ and 


‘What's New?’—and they want more. 
She returns with the others in the 
finale for a daffv rendition of ‘Three 
Little Fishies.”. Mason registers with 
‘Scatterbrain’ and Babbitt ballads 
‘Blue Orchids’ niftely. Ish Kabibble 
(Merwyn Boque) is featured in the 


comic stuff connected with the 
‘Fishies’ number and encores with 
Fox. 


some sappy poetry. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 





the | 
slinky, | 


Los Angeles, Nov. 30. 
Ritz Bros.. Walton 
| Julie Gibson, Ed Morley, The Bilt- 
| morettes, Fanchonettes, Jimmie 


| Grier Orch: ‘N 


| The Ritz Bros—Harry, Al and 
| Jimmy—are panicking the customers 
| at the Paramount. They're making 
\their first local age appearance. 


| Unfortunately their opening day de- 
| veloped tough opposition, a Pacific 
coast conference football game _ be- 
| tween UCLA and Washington State 
at the Coliseum at night drawing 


heavily of potential theatre patron- | 


age. 

As a background for the three 
| lunatics, Fanchon & Marcc ‘as the 
i Jimmie Grier orch and_=e several 
}other acts, including the  Bilt- 
| morettes, trio of clever femme acro- 
| bats; Walter and O'Rourke's puppets, 


sour on 
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tear of the past summer at the Frisco 
Fair and its subsequent tour. How- 
ever, it still retains a = sufficient! 
Gallic touch to distinguish it from 
run-of-the-mill offerings of its type, 
many of which rely on a spicy title 
solely, and it still has in abundance 


what it takes for male word-of- 
mouth enthusiasm. 

Ensemble numbers are specially 
strong in originality. Opening 


‘Beauty Factory’ sets the atmosphere 
for the proceedings, 
sapolised chorus cooch being a 
teaser and tipoff for what follows 
The ‘Parisian Shop,’ culminating in 
a modified strip and blackout, 
especially striking. ‘Lace Wedding’ 


its slightly 


1S 


features the Di Gantanos in their 
unique ballroom dancing, but the 


decor of the number is badly show- 
worn. The bareback painting stunt 
is still a click with the girls forced to 
use only their arms for breast cover- 
ings, although the comedy relief of 
the scene tones down what might 
otherwise be objectionable. 

Tito Valdez does a breath-stopping. 
seduction dance with an unnamed 
girl substituting for Corinne. 
was rushed to a local hospital for an 


appendectomy before the show 
opened here. Understudy shows 
talent and s.a. Harold and Lola’s 


smooth, effortless snake dance draws 
a warm hand. 

Comedy is headed by the vet Emil 
Boreo, working to disadvantage with 
a bad mike on opening dav. As 
usual, he milks the crowd for the last 


Fred Sanborn’s comedy xvylophone 
act draws substantial recognition in 
laughs and applause, both his clown- 
ing and music being top items. 

The Bryants’ contribute’ their 
which remains as fresh and funny as 
ever. 
cellent and unusual bicycle routine. 


class touch. 


questionable as it conflicts with a 
standard policy, but the show, even 
in its present condition, is a bargain 
at the figure. No programs avail- 





and O'Rourke, | 
| that the talent must 
ight of Nights’ (Par).| 


| Business 


able, nor are there any stage an- 
nouncements as to the identity of the 
performers, which is deplorable from 
a showmanship viewpoint, but means 
earn its recep- 
tion on merit solely. The heavy re- 
sponses speak well for the lineup. 

hefty, with standees at 
the opening supper show. Burton. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Dec. 1. 
Lum and Abner, Shep Fields Orch 
(14), Danny Gay, Claire Munn. Jerry 
Stewart, Hal Durwin, Beverly Hull; 
‘Man from Montreal (U). 





between 
combined 


alternates 
shows, 


which 
vaude 


House, 
band and 


| both this week to good effect, filling 


|rustics Lum and 


j} the house Fanchonettes and Ed) 
Morley and Julie Gibson of the 
Grier entourage 
| Orch opens with a hot overture, 
and then the Fanchonettes are on, 
farbed in cowgirl attire for roping 
and at manipulation routine as| 
prelude for the Biltmorettes. Latter 
are proficient acrobats and score 
heavily. 

Decided novelty is puppet act of 
Walton and O'Rourke, particularly 


the strip-tease 
i ing routine at 


number and the skat- 
the finish. Ed Morley 
pipes ‘South of the Border’ lustily 
;and then does a number with the 
Fanchonettes. warbling ‘You're 
Lovely. Madame.” while femmes ex- 


ecute slow routine garbed entirely in 
| white 

Julie Gibson is typical of the 
torchers used bv name_ bands 


i throughout the country and makes 
quite a hit with the jitterbugs. Her 
numbers are ‘Having Any Fun,’ ‘Oh, 


Johnny’ end ‘Momie 

The ‘Ritzes’ offering runs the 
gamut of nonsense. offered as only 
they can dish it out One of their 
high snots is a scene from their pic- 
ture. ‘Kentucky Moonshine,’ satiriz- 
ing ‘Snow White.’ which is good for 
solid howls An pera bit, with 
Harry at the mike, is another top- 


notch renditior 

| With their hokey chatter and 
dance brothers are surefire and 
should have no trouble building up 


song 


a substantial gro for town’s prin- 

cipal stage-filn house on current 
: . 3 

week Edwa. 


20TH CENTURY, BUFF, 


Buffalo, Dec. 2. 
with DiGantanos. 
Tito Valdez. Harold and Lola, Fred 
Sanborn, the Bruants, Shyretto Trio, 
George Bruau, Emil Boreo; ‘Reno’ 
(RKO). 


‘Folies Bergere. 


This Clifford C 
pretentious affair. hardly 
for family trade though it 
carload of sophisticated entertain-| 
ment. Somewhat short on vocals, 
costumes and scenery—and frequent- | 
ly missing fire through poor lighting 


Fischer unit is a 
designed 


packs a 


and faulty amplification at show 
caught—it more than makes up for 
these deterrents in talent and, what’s 
more important for this type of 
show, in the fulfilment of the prom- 
ise of French sauciness. 

Production sho. the wear and 


| consists of bass, guitar, drums, two 
pianos, accordion, four sax, two 
trumpets and trombone, sounding 
okay on pops but with no outstand- 
ing sock to the turn. Open with 
‘Apple for Teacher’, with vocal by | 
band _ trio. Accordionist — follows | 


| 


the 
with 
with 


stage fare 
following 


first 30 minutes of 
Shep Fields’ orch. 
28 minutes of the Pine Ridge 
Abner with a local 
acro turn sandwiched in between. 
Fields’ orch sticks to modern tunes 


in its rippling rhythm style, with 
some of the arrangements a little 


audience 
Band 


too torrid for the elderly 
attracted by the radio rubs 


with solo flight on ‘Bumble Bee’, de- 
tracting with mop of hair that would 
not stay in place. 


Claire Nunn scores heavily with 
her vocaling of ‘Gaily Sitar’ and ‘Oh 
Johnny’ with trio Also does some 
hot pianoing. Hal Darwin ins 
‘What’s New?’, and ‘South of Border’ 
latter being cinch for _ mittslap 
Danny Gay provides a few hot licks 
with his vocalizing and trumpeting 
of ‘Sunny Side of Street’. Jerry 
Stuart also pel forms in the ong de- 
partment, offering ‘My Praver’. Band 
finishes on a scorching note wit 
medley of ragtime nit ne ] 
‘Alexander’ Ragtime Band’, ‘St 
Louis Blues’, 12th Stree R 
‘Memphis Blues’, ‘Fare Blue 
and ‘Tiger Rag’ 

The bowl of wate effect ed 
only once, which is an improvement 
over the repeated gu nes evident 
on band’s previous dates here. Gar- 
ish backdrops are helpful while 
lighting on band members could be 
softened to relieve facial whiteness, 

While set is being changed for 


Lum and Abner appearance, Beverly 


Hull, 13-year-old local moppet does 
well with three minutes of contor- 
tion dancing, 

Lum and Abner appear first in 
makeup as proprietors of their Pine 
Ridge ‘Jot ‘em Dewn’ store. They 
stick rigidly to characters created 
on radio, and mannerisms familiar to 
air audience provoke solid giggles 
Material is somewhat moth-eaten. 
but it doesn’t have to be fresh for 
the rural trade that packed the 
house at show caught. 


After speech by manager Vaughn 


Richardson, thanking radio audience 
for support, they return in street 
clothes to introduce their air char- 
acters, Also use a femme for a 
chaseoff finish. Mixed bill was a 
good idea, a cinch for the elders 
with the rustics and Fiele ore 

luring the youngste Kile 


who | 


spatter of applause with his tunes. | 


standard, surefire tramp knockabout | 
The Shyretto Trio have an ex- | 
George Bruay m.c.s neatly, adding a} 


House has upped the admish to 55c. | 
for this engagement, which may be | 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Charles Barnet’s Orch (16), Mary 
Ann McCall, Charlie Harmon, Frai- 
ces Brock, Julia Gardner, Sandy 
Burns, George Wiltshire, Viviai 
Harris, McCain and Ross, Mavie 
Armstrong, House Line (18); ‘A 
Woman Is Judge’ (Col). 

Charles Barnet’s band on stage in- 
tead of the customary colored crew 
is the big boxoffice draught this 
week, Management striving to 
date white name aggregations to pep 
recently waning biz. It’s Barnet’s 
first local booking since a fire recent- 
ly at the Palomar, Los Angeles, de- 
, Stroyed the band’s instruments and 
library. 

Change is okay indicated by 
terrific business—it was virtually 
standing room—at last show Friday 
(1). Barnet’s crew is a likely choice 
to start off new policy. He played 
the same house several years ago, be- 
ing the only white aggregation at the 
Apollo under present setup. 

No question but that Barnet is 
drawing the crowds. Otherwise, 
+ there are few new faces to the cus- 
tomary Apollo layout. 3and plays 
behind a scrim on the stage for early 
turns until spotted on its own during 
the last 30 minutes. 

Output includes four trumpets, as 
many saxes, three trombones, piano, 
drummer, bass and guitarist besides 
Barnet with his sax. “Trumpet in 
Spades’ and ‘Echoes of Harlem’ are 
the unit’s topflight tunes, although 
‘Cherokee,’ a fave with the band, 
goes over heavily. Last named 
brings the four trumpeters to the 
| mike for a jam session led by Barnet. 
‘Trumpet in Spades,’ aside from the 
| classy arrangement, give Bob Bur- 
nett a chance to mop up with his 
| versatile trumpeting. 

Mary Ann McCall, new singer with 
lerew, had to beg off after three 
songs when caught. Her ‘South of 


IS 


as 


Border’ was best, although ‘Blue 
Heaven,’ which was swung, also 
clicked. She’s a talented warbler 


who never sacrifices enunciation for 
swingster gymnastics. 

Of colored stage entertainment, the 
ballroom team of McCain and Ross is 
standout. They’ve been here before, 
and are as popular as ever. Pair are 
clever, slipning through ba'lroom- 
ology with the skill of many leading 
ofay combos. They’re using rhumba 
and modernistic steps mostly to best 
effect. 

Leonard Harper deserves plaudits 
for staging the Harlem street open- 
ing. which has his line of six girls 
and six boys dressed in formal attire. 
Six other femmes wear abbreviated 
street urchin garb. Same careful 
staging is in evidence for the mid- 
way production number, a moon- 
light-and-silver affair. 

Charlie Harmon 
Brock take care of ensemble song 
numbers, with Julia Gardner play- 
ing her accordion and singing ‘Kind 
of Like You’ and a swingy encore. 
Avplejack Crip is on for a brief soft- 
shoe novelty. Maxie Armstrong is 
a better than average tapster, and 
wows them with his two snappy 
solos. 

Sandy Burns, Vivian Harris and 
George Wiltshire are teamed in two 
comedy skits, both with burley ante- 
cedents. Familiar stickun routine is 
followed by the prolonged, but com- 
ical. ‘get me long distance’ nhone 
booth bit. Wear. 


and Frances 


Playhouse, Winnipeg 


Winnipeg, Dec. 3. 
Barr anid Estes, The Reddingtois 
(3), Henry Siemon, Wesley White- 
house, Dot and Dave Workman, Paul 
Cadeaux, Don Wright House Orch 
Headed by Barr and Estes, bill 
stacks up as good entertainment with 
only one or two weak spots through- 
out the 70-minute show. 


M.c.ing is Wesley Whitehouse. 
Never glib to the point of being 
boorish, he manages to get acts on 
and off with little fanfare. During 
his own spot, at the halfway mark, 
he passes off some usual magic, but 
th his manner makes the pay- 
ees like it. Magical equipment con- 

ts of the standard bird cage 

rd lk handkerchiefs, etc., and 
he’s assisted by a couple of usher 


Paul Cadeaux follows the 


A tenor, 


band overture. He played this town 
last vear, at another house, and, sad 
to relate, he hasn’t chanved greatly 
ince. Opening with ‘O Sole Mio’, he 


then tackles ‘Irish Eves Are Smiling.’ 
followed by ‘Old Man River,’ and 
finally ‘Song of the Vagabonds.’ In 
his last selection he really goes 
over. 
Dot and Dave Workman, utilizing 
a variety of gadgets from which 
they extract music, impress favor- 
ably out of sheer novelty if nothing 
else. Among other things they use 
partly filled wineglasses from which 
come ‘Blue Skies’ and ‘Sleep.’ Also 
included are some ‘organ chimes.’ 
Bov sineles: for an imitation of 
Henry Busse’s trumpeting of ‘Hot 
Lips’ to which musicians would 
probably mutter in their beards, but 
the audience here demanded an en- 
core. Finale has boy and girl] playe- 
ing bells, winding up with a photo- 
finish race with the band. 
3Zarr and Estes hold 
pretty well in their palms 
comedy dancing and 
que Barr carries 
(Continued 


the house 
with their 
general burles- 
best part of thie 


on page 49) 
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Rose Gillen 
Pexxy LaMarr 
Door 


Cooke 


Open 
Leonard ae 
Stephanie & Craig 
Ethel Mader 
Babs & Roth 
Jimmy Rossi 
Marie Fitzpatrick 
Paul Lyoch 
Pon Anton Ore 
Peacock Gardens 
Byivan Herman O 
Ann Heed 

Palumbo's 
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Barr Sis 
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Jevry Delmar 
Evelyn Regan 
Billie Beck 
Howard Reynold O 
Johnny Leary 
Jean Start 

Linsley Sis 


Philadeiphian Room 
Martha Verry 
Dick Satterfield 
Rosemary Shawn 
Eniers & Borgia 
Lee Kuhn Ore 
Katherine Smith 
Gretchen Hav'mann 
6 Geaces 
Cassandra Kowall 
Alice Anderson 
Divie Quentin 
Eart Denny Cire 
Mildred Zuger 
Bob Flinch 

Purple Derby 
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dane Pice 
lyn 
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Rainbow Terrace 
(Strafford, Pa.) 
Leo Zollo Ore 


Dexter 
Ore 





| Weber 


Jean Starr Sis 
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Heney Vateick Ore | Sid Ward 

Alan Gale | Gingerettes (6) 
| Nub Brown Ore 


Stamp's Cafe 


Murray Parker | Club Morocco 


Bert Leinish Oro Harry Jarkeyv 

4 Golden Gate GI8 | wart” Rammell Orc 
Lillian Morton | Elsie Hennigen 
Ramona Ray | Dane Darlings (6) 
Al Moore | 

Derby Wilson London Chop House 
Jack & Johnny Jolly Friars Ore 


Silver Lake Inn | Hlaverno 4 


(Clementon) ruen Reyes 
>. aarry Vineent 
Mickey Familant Or | jy) susie. “Sibiactki 
Georgianna Lee ; 
Alice Lucey Main Street Club 
Newman Bros Frank Sidney Ore 
F: y M; les 
mares a Mayfair 
Mavie Holz Phil Olsen Ore 
George Reed Buck & Campbell 
Lee Lamond | Margo Wade 
Stephanie & Craly Den Washburn 
. | Moreceo 
20th Century | . 
Ch c 1 | Karl Bammell Ore 
1 . '¥ \ ae | Harry Jarkey 
a4 vensties | Elsie Hennigen 
Shannon & Mein Zerelle 
Billie Elton Jans, Lynton & D 
tial Thompson Orc | : 1 
“ Joan Hope 
Midgie Fellows | . ’ 
Vhil Spitalny Ore | Nebiolo’s 


Venice Grille | Carmen di Giovanni 
= | Torre . &: ¥ 
Fay Ray | Ray Carlin Ore 
Shandor & Margo | : 
Tanya Garth | Northwood Inn 
Geo Marchetti Ore | Frankie Connors 


Jack Campbell Ore 
| Modie & Lemaux 
Clyde Monroe 

| Helene Carol 


Viking Cafe 
Billy Keaton 
Estelle Sloan 


Jimmy Naegra Ore 

Juni & Kuni Oasis 
Jervrie Vance Crandyvil Sis 
Kobby Breen Mona Devine 
Serlin | Oise Ray Burke 


Grace O'Hara | Ken Conrey 


Wagon Wheel Sammy Stern Ore 
. Buddy Lester 
TLovraine Wiley 
AL Wilson Palm Beach 
| 
Joe O'Shea me JI & A Martin 


Al Bastian Ore | 
Barnes Sis | 
Al Adams | 


MINNEAPOLIS 





Frank Kini Plaza Cute ! Sky-Vue | 
rpg pl rine | Jimmy Peyten Ore Fran Eichler Ore 
rip Top Gis ¢ 5) | Dewey Moon } Union Grill 

Den Pable Ore |} Marion Rohrkaste | Art Yagello 


Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 
Webster Hall | 
Michele Bertoia | 
| 
| 
| 


Marion Mason 

Delmonice & Rich'd 
Kiviera 

Pieper 


Powatan 
Lew Fidler Ore 
Gallente & Leonardo 
Giovanni 


Redford Inn 





i 


Owen One 











pol a See Same Stars 
Cleb Reyale geal from page 1 





Danny Demetre Orc 
Eddie Peabody 
Alice Dawn 

Nice, Florio & A 
Dorothy Crooker 


San Diego 

4 Adorables |time to time have squawked, 
a © Carle | notable recent example having been 
Armand & Juliana | Bette Davis. When there isn’t enough 
Geo Presnell - space between pictures of s*.rs like 
as tor nang Lin | this operators are of the conviction 
(Terrace Room) | that the public gets fed up on them 
Xavier Cugat Qre |0- will catch two Bette Davis pic- 
Raul & Eva Reyes | tures a year, missing the rest because 
‘they are so close together. 


Verne’s 
Morley & Anger 
eo ms Stewart, Laughton 


Yvonne & LaMarr 


Roy Roden, Jr 
Golden Gate 3 
Chet Jans art. 


Lee Gordon Ore 
Whittier Hotel 
(Geld Cup Reom) 

Guy Welch 





dim Deland |Charles Laughton’s film, ‘Jamaica 

arry Jenkins ‘ ’ . . F 

ati Richards | Irn, will still be in release when 
,‘Hunchback of Notre Dame,’ also 


AND ST. PAUL | with Laughton, goes out Christmas 


Royalettes | big stars, is the fact that loanouts | 
ie ij cause conflict on releases. Because | 

_— recat of the considerable amount of loans | 

Velva Nally | made, the problem has to some ex- | 

Remos i tent gotten out of cont» 1. 

Pal Mars (#) | 

Geo Kavanagh Ore | 


| 


| tomers at this catching. 
bey Siemon repeats the alphabet 
| 
| 








House Reviews 





Playhouse, Winnipeg 


jact although Miss Estes is certainly 
|| not to be overlooked for her contri- 
| bution, which 
| policies of some studios in trying to | esting dancing and being practically 
use their talent up fast, notably the | @ ringer for Loretta Young. 
many gags worked by Barr possibly | 


includes some _ inter- 


Of the 


the best is the imitation of a street- 
car patron. 

Since ventriloquists haven't hit 
this town for some time, Henry Sie- 


‘ : /mon and his Archie prove somewhat | 
| Certain of the stars are believed to | refreshing and entertaining. Material 
| realize what is happening and from |is fairly good, although one or two 
a | spots could stand revising tor more 


laughs. One of his most effective 
glanced over the heads of the cus- 
This is 


with Archie cutting in after 
letter. Rest of ventro act is 
though Siemon also presents better- 


each 


quist, 


The Reddingtons, 
and daughter, 





father, 


to make a better 
last week. Film 


impression 
shorts 








_ Continued from page 47 


slow, 


than-average pipes for a ventrilo- | 


mother | ber of the human race. 
z . while presenting an 
Another instance is James Stew- | interesting act might appear to bet- 
He has two pictures one on top | ter advantage on a circus lot rather 
of another and both on release at the | than a vaude stage with their acros. 
same time, ‘Mr. Smith Goes to Wash- | Audience participation is 
|ington’ and ‘Destry Rides Again.’ | the layout. They do some neat flips. 

' Redressing the stage and a new ar- 
rangement of the band on stage help 
over 
complete 
the menu, full length pictures having 


| timent. 





EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 
Take-home impression from at- 


tendance at this week's unspooling is 
that the Queen of England is the best 
of all her people’s representatives 
and a powerful visual winner of sen- 
As a gracious personality, 
well-bred, dignified, unpretentious. 


her address to the women affected 
| by war is, with the interpolated 


Paramount newsreel scenes illustrat- 
ing her remarks, a masterpiece of 
heart-tug. She also is seen in a Fox 
clip at a home for kiddies. 

Fox, incidentally, brings in some 
| footage showing Hitler at the funeral 
| of victims of the Munich beer-hall 
| explosion, It is perhaps newsworthy 
| that this, at show caught, did not 
, evoke hissing as invariably the dic- 
| tator’s picture does at the Embassy. 
Here was once that the advocate of 
blood and iron seemed like a mem- 
His greet- 
ing to some of the widows was ap- 
parently from down deep. 

The Embassy was showing Finnish 


part of | scenes (Par) with a question mark 


caption that the day’s developments 
(last Thursday) had made ironically 
out of date even while foresighted. 
As usual, it’s apparent how little real 
news the newsreels can get from 
Europe and how late much of it is. 
Mostly there are simple, innocuous 




















Mildred Rogers Warwick Hotel Augtesey Edna Torrence | week. Then on top of that and ready _been dropped last week. Norm. | after-the-event shots. Much ado 
Raiph eg ae Herb Hagenor Ore Eddie LaRue B (6) a ee | for release now is a third Laughton eine vane | about the charred remnants of R& 
; Red Lion Inn Weber's Hof Brau tae ge ens sll sig | Al Stuart | starrer, ‘Partners of the Night, made STATE HARTFORD German plane brought down in a 
yi ee Cen Bowery A Murray Dancers | in London and at the disposal of the ’ | French village (Fox) and talk of the 
Kitty Smith to ee ek | liter eee a eee | Rivoli for playing anytime the house New Zealander (unnamed and un- 
Gravd Gritin | fi Ambassadors liiene & Pat Patton Post Cafe wants to shove it in. John Wright, Hertford, Dec. 4 | shown) who did the job. Pathe has 
Frank Dumow Wareer & Valecvie | Tea Brown Ted Ryan Ore Riv’s managing director, who made a ; Popiind tds | some German routine propaganda on 
Sansom House M Wynne Foursome ! Jackie Starr | Saicitiiiees | ocak am ll po ‘4 Aint iiiiee Larry Clinton Orch (15), with Ford | the air-raid drills of the Nazi sol- 
Richard Rach Jack Mose Coliseum ‘ _ hens sig g Pp ~"» | Leary, Terry Alien, Mary Dugan,| diers, and Universal submits the 
Joe Dougherty iste ‘art | Jack Kane Ore | = big y+ Ore | two of which he hag played, has in- Edna Janis, Dick, Don & Dinah Rufe | launching of a new Italian warship 
Zudady ON nt “stSi ‘ . om 4 en oe . - i 7 | , , ’ é : v $ ° 
Dill bonahos j ‘Ted & Julia Cammodore | Sheldon Gray tentionally spaced them about six | Davis, Beverly Roberts, Everett West,| Then there’s Winston Churchill call- 
Se | Raths’r Kldoradians | Ken Davenport Ore | Joy Bennett 'months apart and has been purpose- | Sam Kaplan House Orch; ‘Danger! ing Hitler a ‘cornered maniac’ (‘in 
einai Hated Eat Reren A. Murray Dancers) Tiny Crawford ly holding back the third until ‘Ja- | Flight’ (Mono). | the newspapers three weeks ago!). 
Slim Gaillard Wilson's I poe ie ri er eer maica’ is well out of the way. He | ese ‘March of Time’ is on the bil] with 
| : ‘ t ren We NAaAOD rec — e ° . oi | 2 © r a” 
—— Bio ye toe Hough. m.e. tin +8 ta . | Oscar wetiman Ore believes that such a policy is not | Bad production, booking and pac- a $1,000.000 in free publicity for As- 
Slim Gaillard Ore | 3 Guardsmen Thelma Shirley Sloppy Joe's onl. protection to Laughton but also | ing make this show suffer consider- sociated Press. In this resume of 
Gibson & Gibson | Maree nammy ee ee aoe * | to Ris estes ably although individual turns are | 1939, Time, by preparing in Novem- 
Pn "3 todee a o \ enr) iordie dy -Vor z | 2) _ . ae . _ — Ie 
Tees Ss aN | Jordon & Grace Pernice pave Dever Gi R oo |okay and on paper bill looks strong., ber. jumped the gun on the news 
Roman Grill | Clayton Johnsen —s Verrace Cafe i1inger Rogers, Alice Faye Six vocalists and a specialty sim-| reels which traditionally sum up the 
Bob Wilson Harry Johnson Ore se an Bartel | Gee King Ore In the opinion of others, this same | ilar to one that played house last) year just closing some weeks later. 
» ; lakav aulden oys r } « ) , a } P . “1: . a ss . . 
vant inorder Paani or iets Sanee Gene | Billy Mckay policy should hold true for every | week provide the layout with too| Clin with an advertising tinge is 
Stork Club ¥ac at Cle = pey : __ Harry Howard personality and star, so far as the |much sameness. Show ran overtime| the Macy Thanksgiving parade in 
Jean Sargent | Mimi Stew art Gordie Bowen Orc | Don Cronin be ; - a | ae minutes—on opening day | New York, more or less always the 
Judy Cummings loan Coraz Madelyn Joyce eae ian ce spacing could be controlled. Ginger | Bs ; - S ih lee ai . a She heen 
Pen Raymond | Carita Drake & Marche | >!¥% a | Rogers had two pictures right on top | (Thursday) to hit the setup also. same and always sure of a big brea 
Ruddy Green | June Rolleite |} Flying Rollerettes | Town & Country C | 5 . Pp P 7 P Pp Ww rs find ji difficul kee because of its visual values to the 
| ps ; | i oa “+h other ier th arblers find it difficult to keep 
Margie Smith Harry Born Ore | Pearl Fern Co | Hy Ackerman Ore of eac otner eariier iS season, | out of each other’s hair. Three are news-starved. budget-haunted reels. 
| i |} Dave Ackermar | *Rache ] os ‘Fi : . niagee . s s : 
CLEV o- Taunge Pieree i a an Bac he lor Mother’ and Fifth Ave, | with band; others are Everett West, | ———— factories in the a a 
Retty LeMar Zephyr Girl,’ both comedies. | Beverly Roberts and Rufe Davis. fer yt out with a lot of cellu- 
nena reph: r case los imi | : | loid attention. 
Alpine Village Carlyle Marigold | Bob Warner's 0 (8) | Another case of ¢ lose proximity of| Band is on stage throughout, 14 | : 
Otto Thurn Ore Hatton's Club FP, eet a | Ethel Shire release is Alice Faye in ‘Hollywood | pieces consisting of traps, piano, Usual assorted sports clips com- 
er aa » aie Fred Heike} | Minnesota Terrace | “the ky te ha a Cavaleade,’ released Oct. 13, andj bass, guitar, three trumpets, three! Dlete the bill, including football, 
a S ware Robbie ‘ol | uke ANimba . 7 . ‘ . - { ’ , : , 7 ° - | cdi S atte 
Kossilamoes | oe ie Bob Chester Ore | Bennie Milton Barricade,’ also with this star, which | trombones and four saxes. Unit does | hockev and whatnot, plus a publicity L 
stots gt line | Carmen Jameson } goes on release Dee. 8. Mickey okay with maestro splitting his time | stunt lh radio rg tes involv ct impale 
fargaret Aemmer | - ‘Re , n tromboning with the crew, @ crocheting contest between males b’ 
Herman Pirchner Hotel Allertoa SYRACUSE Rooney was in Babes in Arms, et | iat proves a stick eMight be a good and females. ge 
Avalon ; Pat Kyan Club Candee 1Cathertne Brer i cently sent on release and in ‘Judge is - reel 7 ae. Sy , Fath bb a’ Alask: ou — 
I at atherine it . - idea for band to introduce a zippy ather Hubbard's askan moun- Metro 
j | 4 Lut ie | sy yr © = 9 . . - “ - ° ° . . 
ee et agg eta | Al ret Leon Royky Ore | Kay's | Hardy and Son, which is being novelty or two At one junction a| tain climb was an engrossing trave eae. 
ie tire Britt: in ‘ | Hotel Cleveland | + faba ava, . |Geo Wilman Ore shoved out Christmas week, with quartet of bass, piano, guitar and elog Land. i iz 
Kay Prazis (3) | Everett Hoagland | \Wory Derm ressy rig he ; some pre-release dates ahead of that. |traps jams out for satisfactory re- — ir 
George Everett Hale | Walt Bergen Ore | Be ea: EV arin C arence arcely Another situation that is causing | turns i 
hala Sink hn : onan a ok Chicki LaBelle ALTAC ; : a ; ee cage i 
Sones Ohi | Hotel Sterling Marge & Cunn’ham | Gladys Martin considerable concern is the two fea- Band's three vocalists are solid TO W ER, K. i ae 
7 A ae | Marty Lake Ore Club Irving Bianca ture cartoons, Par’s ‘Gulliver’s Trav- | with the mob. They are Terry Al- Ys 
roy Singer Orc } Guvie Gaylord Pieris Ore Lincoln Tan 2 Pate ‘Di pa O41 t Mary Dugan and Ford Leary —— . 
Judy Black Deane Sis aa haar é DuBarry | Jack's Swingsters els’ and Disney-RKO’s ‘Pinocchio,’ | /en, Mar! Be ¢ Pee yt Kansas City. D 9 ; 
: : : ai ) t ‘ ° a ‘ = i ? 4 P ! —_— i. a . . . P $ t . 4 ° <a 
Cedar Country Cluo | sotel Hollenden Bonita | Prison ton ‘Gulliver’ is down for Christmas| First turn out is Edna Janis, tap Nias ; vy. ec t Z 
Bherdina Walker 0} Sammy .Watkins O Jerry Dale Mal Ni ble Ore week release, while the Disney Car- | dancer, who gets by with two rou- Cc  MeM hota v Adele ‘a eee : > 
Ceduc Gardens | luba Malina Rita Delano ner & BK Garden toon is now expected around Feb, 15 tines to rhumba time. A strong act, 0., McManon and Adelaide, Johnny Fees 
Duke Melvin Ore | Pierre & Chet ise | Greenwich Village Dan = ellar é ’ 4 r ‘ Be gets oa Dick, Don and Dinah should never | Bryant, Novaline Payne. Glamour 
Johnny Hudgins | <-ege & <a | Anion Cotten Ore | Town Club n the case of many les: r pere- | have been booked this week. A} Girls (House Line), Juck Wendover’s re 
Fabian & Maurie tomas aren Phida Loy Don Smith Ore sonalities, as well as series such as | egmedy acro trio, two boys and a| House Orch; ‘Jeepers Creepers’ i 
Imis Deppe Hotel Statler | oli Hall | Parisian Divercees | the Chans, Nancy Drews, Jones Fam- | ga] their slow, three-high mount is| (Rep). ‘ 
Lalits ioe +g Richard Bone Ore | ari, on ‘t | Sil. Saran : ily, ete., plus the Dead End Kids, | too similar to that of the Three Ai ——. Fi 
Allian oung Milton Douvlas en rues iivia frown Ys ic., IC« 4 sUs, $ rs ate : d ° ; 
Mitzi Mitchell i Grace & Niko Kay Hansen ‘Vera Francover these films come so often that op- nolds on last week's bill, to stand up ‘Hits and Misses.’ tag for this vaude 
Chateau Frances Ernst : ee ~ ‘t jen’t | SO quickly on the heels of the latter. ‘ 
s : erators are wondering if it isn’t | bill 1as r ts th: ss 
Chick Chaiken Ore | 5&™ Costello PITTSBURGH about time a halt was called by | Act, however, wins a strong hand 1 : Re rear hits Reel oun on 
Roberta Roberts | dack & Eadilie’s en en : 5 . . : . rith difficult stuff Usine a huge! Usual 00 minutes are started by gals 
: } “Ke | Jean Koaz 1 i a cn tee = ><) with 1 cu ( ° : £ ¢é 1g ; : 
Ralph lewis Lititan Rs bertson eteie. Manian Gea) tte Ratan somebody for their (the theatre: rubberball as a springboard, the in- | plunking toy pianos to a snappy ar- 
Leia are ; e Svaus . , pws mae .o . + > ac . yc > . ‘are ° Re. : ” P " | . 
Batetece bine ‘ —— Maynard Deane | Sen Mtintte protection, a well as the producers. | qividual members of the trio also do| rangement of ‘Chop Sticks’ by the 
Gatien tun BP eagrens Arlington Lodge sent In the western field, sometimes they | 4 series of bouncing flips. Wendover band Highly different 
‘ay mi le < te e are « ‘lose oe 1roas - ve : : = 
Nerman Brill Ore | re many m, span Dale Somers Ore | taadtomee are so close together as to be con Strongest vocalist and top ap- for the gals and pleases the crowd. 
Dike Fredericks mb caee - il (a : | Baleonadesn ly, hnny Fong Or fusing. During the past week in | plause-gatherer is Everett West. Barney Grant m.c.s from here to 
el ge we) Malpn Sie ee lack Edmundson New York. for instance, two Univer- | Tenor from radio wallops  with| introduce McMahon and Adelaide. 
Sammy Bu he Steaua ill Green’s Helen Young sal pictures with Bob Baker were | ‘South American Way’, ‘When Irish; McMahon has numerous punching 
Bal 3 ao Pearl De luca “ts se ~ Bow | (Continental Bar) | given secondary first-run engage- Eyes Are Smiling and ‘Biack Eyes bags and exhibits unusual skill sock- 
1 Mathews anche a t0W a . saad , & z o . -"¥ ‘ ate ‘ 
ether Jacobs Monaco» Cale Cteb Castiea Hilly Catizone ments. Following a short introductory|!9g them. Adelaide  intersperses 
, fed, Mary Taft eee 2d H vy M: ! : nt of the theatre i hat | Spiel by West. Beverly Roberts | considerable contertional skill be- 
Freddie's Cafe -~ fockwai Red Mitchell Ore lobnny Fritz An argument of the theatre is tha comes on stage with pianist-com-| tween her partner’s bits. Each 2 
Want Genes tes ahaa age tasted Club Cartton | Dilerwia many fans have the ir favorites and poser Al Siegal, latter piano ac-| g00d performer in own right, but 
Peter rt Kins boas ne Stew op 10} Neil Brant New Penn if. for instance, ‘Babes in Arms’ is compin; film. actress through a. two as combo make an ill-fitting act. 
mapecic ¢ Spet ( uc oAplang 1 Carmo ‘ - : : : A IVills I « ll = me. a 
Mildred & Maurice Ohio Villa Nith Mernuks Pag gr Be presently in a nabe subsequent run | variety of vocals that start with| Johnny Bryant, whistler, embe)- 
Ryder Sis Freddie Carlone Or Club Petite —# a 3 ” en ' against Mickey Rooney in ‘Judge |‘South of Border’ and ends with a| lishes turn by personality, some €x- 
Hddie Barnes | Mickey Katz Bindnin: ate Oi Harry Yatos Hardy,’ on first run, one of the en- | bit of flag-waving, a travel routine} planation re whistling, and authentic 
Golden Glow |} Sammy Walsh Irene Hadley M Lou $ we gagements is going to suffer, pre- urging see America-keep away trom imitation of numerous birds. In 
Paul Simonetti Ore | . ayne « gpa EF | Flo Parker | Nixon Cafe sumably the first-run at higher ad- troubled Europe Begs off and in-| right spot as novelty and registers, 
Mary Leu ao ee ca Aa ie testnien in camel enees - troes Siegal as the man responsible! Line follows for a precision kicking 
tla«l ye} ar - 1s radali orris Ai slarsico ! VISSIONS < aseSs, ‘ . 
ae itn _— | Southern Tavern | ne I ; bert Bob Carte ; se ae ] j } fi t for het singing accomplishments, | routine. 
iar > v€ 1 anilber | . ’ > t a 1° } ge q . | od ; 
re na Sent Vet Dave setae | Nitza & Ravel Operators also point the finger at! Which he is, and has been with a Grant then steps out to do his hill- 
KE ee wae heteie iene Cork and Bottle | Clair Ray Gis producer-distributors for such in-!| number of other femmes whom he’s, billy single. Formerly member of 
Renee mee ac Famous Door Jack Goodman leeeis Dt Pal stances as the release at the same. coached. ; Grant Family, but recently as hill- 
Jules de Vorzon Virginia Ference | Wntertainers Club | Russell & Duvai | time last summer of ‘Dodge City’ and} Next to closing is Rufe Davis, | billy solo, he’s a click. Delivery sets 
gack Webb | des k Elliott | Dauny Mason Ore — ‘Union Pacific,’ plus the release to- |who wows ‘em with his rube char-| up his material for good round of 
Bn gotkman | Keebe Sherman | Evergreen Gardens Ted BI \ sether of three African films earlier 2cterizations and one-man hillbilly | jaughs and adds piccolo playing and 
aoda arren Major Abe] ec ake Ore ~~ . . - effectc “nar _ - - . ‘ . 
; ni Joe Cola Ore | Boogy-Woogy this season, ‘Four Feathers,’ Stan- sounds-effects department. Accomp | Short dance to his routine. Also 
DET Don Venture | Charlie Gosnell iow : j Li aial pause ; Beau ing self on guitar, he does a couple; m.c.s competently. 
ROIT Lenka Told Dave Gifford Fy om -lvingstone = an¢€ eau | of novelty tunes, ‘Sawing a Woman; ‘Summertime’ is singing contribu- 
Book -Cadiltuc Hotel | Don Sherwood | Harlem Casino \l Mereur Geste in Half’ and ‘Mama Don’t ’Low No} tion of Novaline Payne, done well to 
(Book Casine) E DeRoy Gis | Sunset Royal Ore eho — Music.. Begs off after a couple of band’s special arrangement. It's 
Joe Sudy Ore Commedore Ciub | Frosbine — ' encores Eck | questi } 
: 5 , ‘ ale Harknes . » ° ° s. uCK, estionable, though, as to whether 
Elaine & Barry Lynn & Marianne | Jellia Smith | Pat Ro semlparg W ood Finds Film Biz | | the Gershwin lend is appealing to 
(Metoe Bar) = | © Sweethearts (5) | ee eee | ee @hee Gace — | the Tower-type audience. At this 
ia | Four Grands sede ih eg d Shay Gardeus ee C7, ; » 2 ih : : ee. ge 
Eddie Fritz Orc | Libby tangford < a ee | Etzi Covato Ore | é 10 /O Behind Othe increases over same week in 1938 as/ aw Boog Moar from Mi nig cai 
sh ie oe & ‘ | Wachiaa erie : a : we pee | . ’ iss Payne 
Bowery Hark Thomas Ore | \iyrtie Wilson | — ei wan a la Columbus, Dec. 5. follows: Automotive industry, includ- | nett pn SUE 5 one 
ee aoe é. — oe Dewey Taylor | Betty Nylander Siudy by Pete Wood, secretary of| ing sale of new cars, 45%; furniture, Closing act is Elmer Cleve Co 
Slack Bros | Karen Stephaney — | ) be o Snes The: bates PS eae : "eae 2 -- a aa” 
Renee Hartman | Orlande lly | pent caetinas Independent Theatre Owners of| 21%, radios and appliances, 14°¢;| with Professor Cheer and Miss Kel- 
y Se a ial | Ellen Kay Nelson Maple Ore | Bill Douglas Ohio, reveals that film theatres are! jewelry and leather goods, 254/; in-| Jer. Cleve plays straight and pounds 
mane : Zito v ita 9 eid | : I : - of : - —- i P oti > lec - j ¥ . s . 
Boweryettes 12) lent ae itl Rav Catizone Dean ae Ang |\lagging from 7 to 10°) behind the! crease in all retail sales, 17%. xylophone, Cheer pantomimes on 
3 ~ | , 1 wp; ye | Dick Smit .s ° . . . . P ic “rr . . 
eee Stone Larcy & Freckles Looe ne —_ — | increase in general business that is | During the same period of time ad- | squeeze box and Miss Kesler dances 
Jo n ci voris Her = pictieebaa . : : | sect ‘ . ; : , land w j ) 
rf seen Cartan poy Bet (Gay 90's) Orchard icurrently being registered by other! mission tax receipts increased only | ond works in the comedy, Terp of 
pag deps } ie: i ’ | a Timmy Gamble Ore |. . 4 pita : ; | ane meee a ace | Miss Keller to racy arran,jement of 
Benny Resh Ore | Ed-lie Bratton Ore Dorothy Nesbitt | ; | retail outlets. Woods bases his esti-| 10%. As 75% of these receipts are; (7°). P . ' 
| |} Jay Loring , : ‘hee | ‘William Tell’ and a novel? bit with 
Blue Lantern | Club bmperial : Hotel Keosevelt | Chuck Miller mate on tax figures issued by the! from picture houses, Woods POMNtS | Cleve hammering out a tame on 
le ‘ r re riorenzé alers state 1r@asi ) at busi . s laveings ‘ leasi . . Me 1 H 
cs be age age i te gs hite Hatel Rehenley Pines late tres sala ae ‘ ' ous that - — eae alias ‘| Cheer Ss skull are hits of Bris act, 
a Comparsita ' International Howdy Baum Or Ray Enrigi Oe k ies for week of Nov. 25 show; 7% behine | Line winds up in short tan Gren. 
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SWINGIN’ THE DREAM 


production ina 
(in association with Jean 
rdapted by Gilbert Seldes and 
based on Shakespeare's ‘A Midsum- 


iarell 


acenes, 


birik ( 
three 
Roiney), 


harell 


two acts, 





mie Night's Dream,; staged by Charell; 
f-aiuring Benny Goodman, Louis Armstrong 
ani Maxine Sullivan; songs, Jimmy Van 
hieusen, HNddie DeLange; scenery after car- | 
toons by Walt Disney, designed by Herbert 
Andrews and Walter Jagemann; dialog, 
Philip Loeb; dances, Agnes deMille; cos- 
tumes Herbert Andrews; Lyn Murray's 
Swing Choir; Herbert White's Jitterbugs; 
musical supervision, Benny Goodmar nd 
lyon * oorhees; musical director, Don Voor- | 
hee pened at Center, N. Y., Nov. 29, '3y; 
$2.20) top 

Cast Herman Green, Joseph Holland 
Ruth Ford, Catheryn Laughlin, George Le 
Soir, Eleanor Lynn, Thomas Coley, Boyd 
Crawford Derothy MeGuire, Nicodemus, 
Jackia Mabiey, Gerald de la Fontaine, | 
Trey Brown, Oscar Polk, Louis Armstrong, } 
Allert Perkins, Butterfly McQueen, Dand- 


sis Maxine Sull 


r (3), van, Sunny 

Payne. Juan Hernandez, Bill Bailey, Benny | 
Goniman Sex Sud Freeman and Summa 

Cum Laude orch (7), The Rhythemeties 

(Alberta Perkins, Cora Parks, Anna Mae 

Fritz), Deep River Boys (4), 2¢ Singers, 17 

Dancers, 26 Jitterbugs, 12 Children 


‘Swingin’ the Dream’ is more Cot- ' 
ton Club than the Bard. This hybrid 
Shakespearean shageroo therefore 
shapes up as an indecisive affair 
There were moments when the staid 
tirstnighters, at the decorous Center 
in Radio City, expected to see the 
jitterbugs rugcutting in the aisles, 
and there were others when even the 
conservatives felt that the Bard 
of Avon interfered with these 
Jehovahs of Jive—Maxine Sullivan, 
Louis Armstrong and Benny Good- 
man 


Certainly the most enjoyable por- tr 


tions are when they get in their hot 
licks, and the prime reason that 
Goodman's sessions go for such ex- | 
tra-heavy returns is because he, un- | 
like the other two, is untrammeled 
and unhampered by book, lines or |, 
libretto. He creeps into the pro- 
ceedings quietly and unostentatious- | 
ly, via the left side box, and whams 
’em every time. Once he tied it up 
completely at the opening. 

Alternating, across the proscenium 
arch, in the right-hand stage box, 
Bud Freeman and his Summe Cum 
Laude killer-dillers bounce ’em back 
into their seats during the entr’actes. 
Don Hoorhees, in the pit, Armstrong 
with his horn, and Miss Sullivan 
with her pleasant swing-sing style, 
complete the jive niceties. Thus 
swing has at last grown up into legit 
proportions, with Shakespeare to 
touch it all off, no less. | 

Backgrounded by a highly imagi- 
native and sumptuous production 
that’s a credit to all concerned, save 
for that cumbersome libretto, this 
swing version of Shakespeare’s ‘A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream’ is cer- 
tainly fetching fare, at the 55c. to 
$2.20 scale. That alone may pro- 
long it for a moderate run, but the 
fulsomeness of the production mili- 
tates against any clickful run or eco- 
nomic success. 

Still, the legit theatre-goer and the 
52d street alligators will find plenty 
in ‘Dream’ to insure a fair money’s 
worth, around the $1.10 brackets. The 
composite whole will disappoint but 
there’s enough Goodman and Arm- 
strong, and enough spec and flash in 
the production to satiate the ear and 
eye appeal alone. 

Charell and Gilbert Seldes’ adap- 
tation shifts Shakespeare to New 
Orleans about 1890 (identified as ‘at 
the birth of swing’) with the gov- 
ernor’s summer residence the major 
setting and a nearby voodoo wood to 
background the Negro pranks of 
Puck, Oberon and assorted pixies. 
Slowing up this mixed cast presen- 
tation are chiefly those moments 
when the ofays get verbose in the 
libretto. Also, that second act overa- 
within-2en-onera, presenting ‘Pyra- 
mus and Thisbe,’ completely retards 
it. Since the opening, more of the 
hepcat stuff and less of Shakespeare 
obtained, the book being cut par- 
ticularly. 

Of the colored cast prominents, be 


sides Armstrong and Miss Sullivan, 
there are Butterfly McQueen a 
Puck, Juan Hernandez as Oberon, 


Bill Bailey’s socko dance specialties, 
the zanvisms of Troy Brown, Oscar 
Polk, Jackie Mabley, Nicodemus, 
Gerald de la Fontaine, the Dandridge 
Sisters (with their vocal specialties) 
and Sunny Payne. 

Among the _ palefaces, Eleanor 
Lynn. on loanout from the Group 
Theatre, is very effective (and sug- 
gests Hollywood potentialities) as 
the femme lead, with Joseph Hol- 
land. Ruth Ford, Catheryn Lauchlin 
(another looker), George LeSoir, 
Thomas Colev, Boyd Crawford and 
Dorothy McGuire figuring impor- 
tantly. Coley and Crawford, with 
Miss Lynn, dominate. 

The swinzology, dances, vocaliza- 
tions and the basic spec entertain- 
ment are 100% performed by the 
Negro talent, all of it peppery and 
arresting, notably as regards the 
Agnes de Mille dance staging. The 
Herbert Andrews-Walter Jagemann 
decor rates No. 1 high-lighting on 
production values. . The Walt Disney 
scenery. based on his cartoons. was 
designed by the above nair, and An- 
drews also did a standout job with 
the costumes. 

Musically, Goodman and Voorhees, 
latter also conducting the entire pro- 
duction from the pit contributed a 
nice sunervising job, from swinging 
Mandelcssohn’s ‘Snoring Song’ to ar- 


| choir herein 


‘flora and fauna; ukes and hats that 


| dence. 


Broadway 


ranging that med'ey of pop parodies 


in the last act. ‘Darn That Dream,’ 
lof the original songs by Jimmy Van 
Heusen and Eddie de Lange, is the 
best, and ‘Love's a Riddle’ (arranged 
by Alec Wilder), is sustained by Miss 
Sullivan and the three Dandridge 
Sisters. The title song is the least 
likely. Lyn Murray, who spotted the 
did the vocal arrange- 
ments, and Phil Wall, Herb Guigley, 
Ardon Cornwell and Fletcher Hen- 
derson ‘latter Goodman's orchestra- 


tor) are credited for the show's | Crampton, 


dandy orchestrations. 

Dialog is replete with such mod- 
ernisms as ‘Peace, Brother’ (also one 
of the songs): mikes that insinuate 
themselves atmospherically into the 
woodland and voodoo forest back- 
erounds by rising from the foots in 
the forms of snakes or camouflaged 


look like watermelons: one of those 
World’s Fair electrical wheelchairs, 
and kindred stuff are also in evi- 


Certain an interesting experiment 
to say the least. However, unlike 
the more wieldy swing versions of 
Gilbert and Sullivan’s ‘Mikado,’ this 
ippears too cumbersome for ultimate 
retrieving on the road Abel. 


FARM OF 3 ECHOES 


! 


Melodrama in three acts (five scenes) by 
Noel Langley; stars Mthel Barrymore; feat- 
ures Dean Jagger, MeKay Morris; staged 
by Arthur Hopkins; setting, Cirker & Rob- 
bins; presented by Victor Payne-Jennings. 
n association with Arthur Hopkins, at 

ort, N. Y., opening Nov. 28, °39, at $3.30 


top ($4 410 opening). 


Oumn Cerart.esccocsseces Ethel Barrymore 


EaGUR CHOPEI. 6 sicccsvessevestenes Ann Dere 
SOW GOrart...ccccvscscevescseces Dean Jagger 
Feane Gerasrt..esscees eoes-e+- McKay Morris 
PR POPTORERS . 65c6cisssécsss Kduard Franz 
Lowenhoofen...ccoecscccccccsecs Victor Esker 


Naomi deMeer 
Dyke Hesse 
Marie Hesse 


re eee Priscilla Newton 
...John Griggs 
.. Nancy Sheridan 
Ethel Barrymore, last seen 
Broadway two seasons ago as the 
tyrannical crone in *Whiteoaks,” re- 
turns as a 97-year-old grandmother 
in ‘Farm of Three Echoes,’ at the 
Cort. Melodrama is a psychological 
thriller by Noel Langley, presented 
by Victor Payne-Jennings, in asso- 
ciation with Arthur Hopkins. Once 
more the star chuckles through a 
savory performance to inject dra- 
matic interest and boxoffice life into 
an obvious theatrical contrivance. 
As the matriarch of a farming 
family on the South African veldt, 
Miss Barrymore confuses the long- 
past and the present, jabbering about 
the time she was taken to meet 
the great Oom Paul and he was sit- 
ting on a gray horse, of how eight | 
of her sons were killed in the Boer 


on 





| 


| ry 
| Deere Wiman and 


i ‘Morning's at Seven.’ New play has 
not the dramatic element of first 
named, but is diverting and should 
i be at least moderately successful. 


repeats with 
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| 


Author, who sees no tragedy in 
age, has peopled his play with hu- 
(man characters. The script should 


would have 


| 
with ‘On Borrowed Time’ for Dwight | 


v into the script as regular libretto laughs. 
| have been more compact, for a short- | Turney, put I s g g 


ene, 





Inside Stuff—Legit 


—=3 


There are some eight or nine set pseudo-ad libs in John Barrymore's 
play, ‘My Dear Children,’ which the authors, Jerry Horwin and Catherine 
However, these 
are all regarded—along with a few that really are extemporaneous Barry- 


| moreisms—as on-the-spur stuff. 


er running time 
| hanced the play’s chances. 
| Locale is a small town, story un- 


| folding in the backyards of Theodore 
| and Cora Swanson, and Carl and Ida 
| Boiton, whose homes adjoin. The old 
girls are sisters. 
spinster sister, resides with the 
Swansons, while down the street 
| dwells a fourth former Gibbs, Esther 
whose husband David 
had been a college professor. 

Old boy Crampton forbids Esther 
to visit her kin, saying they are 
morons. That may classify the peo- 
ple of the play, but it d yesn't dis- 
qualify them from being amusing 
stage folk. David resigned from the 
college because, he said, its president 
was a moron, too. Esther, who 
seems more level-headed than the 
others, pays no attention to David's 
orders, though he declares that she 
will have to live on the second floor 
of their house, he retiring to the first 
floor, if she ignores his command. 

There is a lot of talk about an- 
other house ‘uv on Sycamore street,’ 
which Carl built for his big lunk of 
a son, Homer, who has been engaged 
to lame-brain Myrtle for seven years. 
The comparatively young couple, 
verging on 40, supply the love inter- 
est in a funny way. An affair be- 
tween them would seem almost im- 
possible from their actions, but when 
it is known that she is to have a 
baby, a laughable curtain line is the 
result. Another situation and laugh 
line close to the finale is rather a 
howl. 

For a time the marriage between 
Homer and Myrtle seems to be off 
and Cora gets a lease on the Syca- 
more street place, wishing to move 
there so she can get rid of Arrie, who 
has been living with them for 40 
years. The Swansons have been 
wed 50 years. It seems that when 
she was in the hospital many years 
before there had been one indiscre- 
tion between Arrie and ‘Dore,’ 
though never repeated. The family 
secret is known more or less to all 
but Cora, but is regarded as trivial 
what with the passing of time 

There is exceptional 
strength in ‘Seven.’ with Effie Shan- 
non a delight as Esther, and Dorothy 
Gish also effective as Arrie. Comedy 
in the first act plants several char- 
acters. That goes for Russell Collins 
as Carl, who has done well enough 
as a builder, but the fact that he 
didn’t become a dentist is a lifelong 
recret. 

Carl is given to ‘spells,’ a type of 
sulking. At such times he plants 
his forehead against a wall or tree. 
It’s really laughable. Jean Adair 
and Kate McComb are well chosen 





war, not counting the two dead at 
birth, of how she naps in the after- 
noons in her silk-lined coffin in the 


| 


attic and of her gray shawl and chair | 
by the fire. | 
She’s onstage through most of the | 
play, which is just as well, for it} 
falters painfully when she’s not there 
to give it a nudge. As the yarn 
works through the second and third 
acts, with son Isaac coming to a vio- 
lent 
to the timid girl from a neighboring 
farm, it appears that the demons 
that have been riding the Gerart men 
relentlessly through the generations 
are going to bring back still another 
harvest of tragedy and hate. But the 
ancient Ouma, after frightening the 
voung bride into hysteria and the 
audience half out of its wits, takes a 
shotzun off the wall and ties un the 
plot-ends into a satisfying climax. 
Looking even more like her brother 
Lionel than ever, Miss Barrymore 


Dlays the indomitable Ouma with 
enormous relish, gusto and convic- 
tion—tottering across the state ana 


up and down the stairs, shaking her 
head. hustling a laggard moment, 
nausing to noint a line and alwavs 
bolstering the whole play into fasci- 
nating theatre. Dean Jagger plays 


ne inarticulate emotion-twisted 

ndson with forceful, reticent sin- 
cerity while Priscilla Newton is 
killfully believable as the shy, in- 
tense young wife Ann Dere. as a 
hitter daughter-in-law, and McKay 
Morris. as her sadistic husband, are 
effective. Arthur Hopkins’ direction 
is sensitive, with obvious feeling for 


nictorial values. and 
Robbins setting lends 
phere 

‘Form’ is hardly pleasant entertain- 
ment, for it’s a sort of combination 
‘Tobieco Road’ and ‘Beyond the 
Horizon’, but it grips attention, and 
its actinn keens moving on a plane 
of steadilv rising excitement. It 
could be adapted into a chilline nic- 
ture. Hobe. 


MORNING’S AT SEVEN 


Paul 


the Cirker & 


proper atmos- 


Comedv in three acts bv Osborn: 


presented by Dwight Deere Wiman;: staged 
by Joshua Logan: setting, Jo Mielziner: at 
the Lonzacre, N. Y., opening Nov. 30, '39; 
$3.30 top. 

j Theodore Swanson........ Thomas Chalmers 
Cora SWaaBon... cecoccecsesceoses Jean Adair 
Anronetta Gibbs. ..cccoees-e-- Dorothy Gish 
Ja Bolton......ccoscccsceee.- Kate McComb 
Carl Bolton. osedceseocs seueeen Coiling 
Homer Bolton ...ccececeees-.dJohn Alexander 
Myrtle Brown cebececss MIG MERFEOy 
Mather Crampton....e. Oteeues Effie Shannon 
David Crampton.......... Herbert Yost 


Paul Osborn has a flair for writing 


humorously about a.k.s. He 


| films, 


end and grandson Jan married} this will help. Word of mouth rather 


| than first-might concensus figures to 


did it! 


as the old girls who live next door 
to each other. Thomas Chalmers and 
Herbert Yost, as the other husbands, 
ditto. 
Homer, and Enid Markey, of silent 
as Myrtle, help considerably 
in the comic going. There seem to 
be no cast weaknesses. 


playing | 


Aaronetta Gibbs. a, 





John Alexander, the bashful | 


‘Seven’ is hooked up with the The- | 
atre Guild subscription system and | 


| favor the new entry. Ibee. 


Warners, Abbott Lease 
Adelphia for 1 Year; 


} 
| 





| 
| 


Abbott have 
arrangement 
where ‘See 
they 
moved from 
(4). 


Warners and George 
entered in a leasing 
for the Adelphi, N. Y., 
|My Lawyer, in’ which 
jointly interested, was 
the Biltmore Monday 
| house is owned by them, 
to have a quarter inte 


Adelphi 


| ‘Lawyer’ in At $1 Top 


Latter | 
Abbott said | 


The gags usually quoted in the sundry layouts and publicity which 
Barrymore has gotten with the play out-of-town are the ones pre- 
scripted. Now in its 28th Chicago week, it comes into New York Jan. 6. 
The house may be the Belasco. 

After this month, Elaine Barrie, estranged wife of Barrymore, will no 
longer receive coin from ‘Children’. Her contract, which expires Dec. 
31, calls for $500, play or pay, and as she left the cast at Barrymore's 
insistence, her salary is payable for the term of the agreement. Star's 
contract stipulates that Miss Barrie’s salary is deductable from his share 
of the takings. Understood that Barrymore had a guarantee of $1,000 
weekly, plus a percentage of the profits, while an arrangement was made 
whereby the management assumed the payments to Miss Barrie. Last 
week Barrymore became reacquainted with his daughter, Diana, whose 
mother was Michael Strange. Young actress, who is 18, had not seen 
her father since she was a tot. She is appearing in ‘Outward Bound,’ 
quartered in the Harris, twin theatre to the Selwyn. 


Chicago Tribune in Sunday’s (3) issue carried an ad announcing the 
appearance of Katharine Cornell in ‘No Time For Comedy’ at the David- 
son, Milwaukee, the next first half (11-13) next week. Attraction played the 
Loop recently to turnaway business and the announcement was to the 
effect that those who desire to see the performance could do so by sending 
orders to the Davidson. 

Miss Cornell’s tour was slated to end Feb. 10, but at least another four 
weeks have been added. Possible that ‘Comedy’ will play a repeat date in 
Chicago in March. 

Capacity of the Barrymore, N. Y., for the engagement of ‘Key Largo’ 
is somewhat less than when the house had ‘The Women.’ Front row was 
removed because an orchestra is used in the pit and there is a difference 
in the balcony ticket scale. 

When it was selling out ‘Women’ got more than $22,000 weekly, while 
top coin for ‘Largo’ would be slightly over $21,000. New play with Paul 
Muni sold out at night during the first week, with the matinees around 
85% capacity. 


Arch Selwyn, who has been in New York preparing Frederick Lons- 
dale’s ‘Foreigners,’ marking his return to legit. goes west this week after 
the premiere of the play at the Belasco. Presentation is in association 
with J. J. Shubert. 

Showman will attend the debut of ‘The Red Bumble Bee,’ which brings 
Leo Carrillo back to the stage. ‘Bee,’ after a tryout at Santa Barbara. 
opened at the Curran, San Francisco, Monday (4). Homer Curran and 
Luther Greene are associated with Selwyn in the production. Play is re- 
viev’ d in this issue. 


As 79th birthday token to George D. Pyper, manager for 25 years of the 
old Salt Lake theatre, friends gave him a copy of his book ‘The Romance 
of an Old Playhouse,’ with special covers made of wood taken from the 
floor joists when the theatre was torn down. Utah house dating from 1862 
was where Maude Adams first trod. 

Large portrait in the center of the backwall in the set of ‘I Know What 
I Like,’ which closed Saturday (2) at the Hudson, N. Y., was of Renee Car- 
roll, hatcheck girl at Sardi’s and known in theatrical circles. Painting was 
the work of Don Freeman. Locale of the play was a 57th street art gallery. 


BWAY B.0. MEN WIN 
$5 BOOST IN SALARIES 


Preminger Sues Ruth 
Selwyn for $7,830 Due 


A suit by Otto L. Preminger, cur- After a series of huddles, the 
rently in ‘No Margin for Error,” on| Broadway managers have signed a 
” oF two years’ agreeme l he 

Broadway, for $7,830 against Ruth ee as eement with = th 
na treasurers. Boxoffice people are to 
Selwyn was revealed in N. Y. su-| get salary increases, though some- 
preme court by an application to ex-| what under their expectations A 
amine her before trial. He claims! compromise was reached in the 
breach of contract whereby he was| League of New York Theatres of 


hired Jan. 29, 1938, to act as director} fice Friday (1). when it was apreed 


of the play, ‘The King With the Um-| that both treasurers and assistants 
| brella.””. He was to be paid $5,000, of | are to receive $5 more this season 
which $2,500 was to be given him)! and another $5 boost next season. 


when the play started its New York 


New scales now are $80 for 
| rehearsals, and the balance after the) treasurers and $55 for assistant 
first night. He claims that on re-| while next season the pay will be 
quest of Miss Selwyn he secured $35 and $60. respectively. Ticket 
Francis Lederer to play the lead and people sought an increase of $15 
expended $2,830 doing so. The play) weekly for both. Managers coun- 


are | 


deal is tentatively for one year, but 

carries provision for cancellation 
after a four-week period 

' Upon moving the scale for ‘Law- 

yer’ was dropped from $3.30 to $1.10 

It is the second attraction to simi- 
larly move into the same spot this 
fall and re-establish the top at one} 
dollar. First to do that stunt was | 
the number two ‘Abe Lincoln of Il- 
linois. For a time ‘Abe’ dia very 
well there, but takings were com- 
paratively moderate and operating 


at that scale. When the show moved 


might be the fore-runner of a string 
of shows at the same pop scale. 

‘Lawyer’ is not costly to operate 
and the comedy is expected to stick 
until well past the first of the year. 
| Number of parties have been ar- 
ranged through December. Milton 
Berle heads the cast. 





Marg. Tallichet Plus Ams 


Dallas, Dec. 5. 
Margaret Tallichet, Hollywoodite, 
has returned to home pastures here 
to take part in Dallas Little 
Theatre’s ‘Accent on Youth.’ 
Local ams make up balan 
cast. 


the 
Lwiiec 





costs too high for an extended stay | 


it was announced that the attraction | 


‘2 of the! 


never went into rehearsal, and it is 


; tered with a proposal that last sea- 
alleged that the defendant never had 


son’s pay of $75 and $50 be con- 
the money to produce it and was! tinued this season and a 10% boost 
aware of that fact when she hired apply for 1940-41. Treasurers re- 
him. jected the idea. Producer-members 


A general denial is Miss Selwyn’'s 
reply, and for an affirmative defense | 
she claims the contract of employ- 
ment was assigned to the 


of the League did not oppose pay- 
ing more to the boxoffice people, but 
those operating theatres were hesi- 


incorpo-; tant since the increases are paid by 


rated play, which is still in existence.| them. James J. Brennan, a v.p. of 
They are responsible, not she, is the! the International Alliance of The- 
claim. atrical Stage Employees, sat in 
— —— | when he agreement was finally 
F r ; x completed. 
Cruise Baits Ex-Champ Boxoffice men were of the The- 
atrical 


Managers, Agents and Treas- 
urers union, but withdrew last sum- 
mer and obtained a charter from JA, 
figuring they would stand a better 


Bob Olin to Come Along 


‘Carribean Cruise,’ a mixed cast | Cance to get pay increases with 
musical which has been in rehearsal | St@8ehands’ backing. TMAT  pro- 
for some weeks, has propositioned | tested to the American Federation 
Bob Olin, former light-heavyweight | Of Labor that IA had invaded its 


jurisdiction, but this matter has not 
been disposed of. TMAT negotiated 
a three-year agreement with the 
managers and may not press the is- 
sue, as there is a feeling among the 
general membership that because of 
the diverse aims of the several 
groups in the union, the setup could 
hardly be beneficial to all. 


boxing champ, to join the cast. Idea 
was inspired by the Coast studio and 
night club appearances of Maxie 
Rosenbloom. Latter dropped the 
title to Olin by means of a ques- 
tioned decision, but the latter did 
not keep the crown long. 

Olin is something of a hoofer and 
is said to have a college eduction. 
He is apparently through with the 
the fistic profession and has been 
representing a whiskey concern, 
making promotional visits to mid- 
town grills and taking orders. 

‘Cruise’ is under the direction of 
Donald Heywood. Money to guar- 
antee salaries of the ensemble is on 
deposit at Equity, but no protection 





for the cast is reported to have 
been given the association. 

Olsen and Johnson were said to 
have taken an interest, but the 
comics say that, other than a small 
loan to the management, they are 
no way concerned with the show 
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Legit Noncommital About N.Y. Fair's 


2d Year; New Regime More Friendly 


Last season at this time there was 
growing interest along Broadway in 
the possibilities of the then coming 
World's Fair, but currently there are 


| 


comparatively few commentaries one | 


way or another on the outlook for 
show business when the Fair re- 


sumes late next May. Those man- | 


agers who were clipped during the 
first month of the exposition, when 
grosses dived towards the vanishing 
point, are hardly enthusiastic, while 


others, who benefited during Octo- | 


per, the Fair’s final month, appear 
unable to express definite opinions. 

As for 
Fair under a new controlling regime, 
which took 
months, there is a change of front. 
Instead of the ‘hard to get,’ stand- 


over during the final | 


| 


| 


} 


the second season of the | 


| 


offish attitude of last winter, there | 


is a cordial atmosphere that is bound 


io win back the friendly co-opera- | 


tion thet show business gave before 
the big show opened. Reversal of 
form was first registered in the 
Fair’s attitude towards the press and 
the department of public relations 
has already won back the newspaper 
people, who resented the treatment 


originally accorded them. 


Managers Fooled 
One means of support which will 
be absent, however, is advertising in 
the guide book. Managers of shows 


| 


who were hopeful of drawing Fair | 


visitors, and who took space in the 
pamphlet, can hardly be expected 
10 be fooled again. Some of the at- 
ilractions represented went off the 
boards soon after the.Fair started. 
Cost of space averaged around $350 
and some showmen also went for 
space in out-of-town publications 
through tourist connections. Show 
business was not the only field that 
wus affected, for it is recalled that 
‘Continued on page 52) 


IRVING BERLIN ANGLES 
FOR MOORE, GAXTON 


Depending on the future fate of 
“Leave It to Me,’ Irving Berlin would 
like to snag 
liam Gaxton from that show, cur- 
rently in Chicago, for his new mu- 
sical Meantime, Hildegarde alone 
is set for the Berlin production, 
‘Louisianna Purchase.’ 
Another forthcoming 
Harry Kaufman’s 


musical, 
(Shuberts) ‘Keep 


Off the Grass,’ is fraught with ‘if’ 
possibilities. Jimmy Durante and 
The Hartmans are set for it, but 


Kaufman also has his eye on other 
talent, currently in other shows, 
which may or may not last. 


Grip Got More Than 3 
Actors, So Rep Co. Foids 


Minneapolis, Dec. 5. 
Auce Brot.” 3 pertory company. 
aitempting t> put over a season of 


old-time mellers at Alvin here, gave 
up the ghost after six weeks because 
of high eperating costs. It was re- 
vealed that a 


single stagehand was 

receiving eas much as was paid to 
three of the actors. 

Qecasionaliy, management ex- 


plained, actors skipped pay entirely, 


| such 


Victor Moore and Wil- | 


the enterprise being conducted some- | 


What along co-operative lines. Stage- 
hands got $60 a week and extras. 





De Kobra’s Dramatizations 





Maurice de Kobra, French author, 
Who recently came to the United 
States, is currently working in New 
York on a dramatization of ‘Sere- 
nade to the Hangman,’ novel which 
he wrote about nine years ago. 

Another of his 


dramatized since coming here 
eral 


S€V- 


Broadway. He has also completed 


an original play, ‘All Change For 
Happiness. dealing with the end of 
world 


books which he | 


‘al months ago, ‘The Widow With | 
Pink Gloves,’ is to be produced on | 





ALCAZAR, FRISCO, HAS 
DATE WITH WRECKERS 


San Francisco, Dec. 5. 
theatre, which 





Alcazar recently 


— + 


| 
} 


went dark, has been sold and will be 


torn down next month to make way 
for a parking lot. 


House was built in 1911 by the 
old theatrical firm of Belasco & 
Mayer, Later it was the home of 


Henry Duffy and his stock company, | 


and last year it was occupied by the 
local Federal Theatre Project. 

Alcazar’s boards were trod by 
many of the country’s best known 
stars. 





‘Butterfly McQueen Ist 


Colored Pro to Achieve 


, tightened 


Equity Life Membership 


First colored professional be- 


come a life 


to 
member of Equity is 


Butterfly McQueen, currently ap- 
pearing in ‘Swingin’ the Dream, 


Center, 
of George Abbott shows, 
casting her ‘for luck.” She walked 
into the association’s offices and put 
$180 on the line, 


N. Y., who was in a couple 


manage} 


requirement 


, business anyhow. 


for | 


life membership being payment of | 


10 years’ dues in advance. 

Formerly Equity did not proselyte 
for colored members and attractions 
as colored revues (‘Shuffle 


Along’ and others) operated outside | 


of Equity regulations. 
coming of ‘The Green 
Equity was asked by leading colored 
players for recognition and _ since 
then all colored pros in B’way shows 
are required to join. ‘Dream’ is 
completely Equityite and so is ‘Hot 
Mikado,’ while the forthcoming ‘John 
Henry’ has all colored players with 
one exception. Latter attraction’s 
chorus, through the chorus branch, 
received higher pay at the Music 
Hall, World's Fair, than the chorines 
in the Aquacade, 
conditions apply on Broadway 
the road, colored shows in 


With 


and 
Harlem 


the | 


Pastures, | 


| Such 


Although Equity | 


are outside of Equity requirements. | 


MAY FORGE SON 
AGENCIES TO U 


No Penalties Agreed Upon, 


But ‘Enforcement Author- | 


ity’ and Impartial Trial 
Board Can Impose Severe 


| 


} 
| 


Fines—Managers Can Be 


Put Out of Biz If Sus- 
pended 


NO APPEALS 


With ‘teeth’ 
code agreed on by 
New York Theatres 
ticket 


the League of 

and Equity, 
control is 
up along Breadway 
mediately. It is anticipated that a 
oumber of agencies will either sus- 
pend or combine and, with such de- 
velopment, the number 
sold at excess rates should decline. 
Some brokers, including several who 
signed the code originally, say they 
cannot ‘afford’ to sign the revised 
code, since one infraction and a 
heavy fine would force them out of 
Whether they can 
outside the code by doing 
run theaire trade, and de- 
on other attractions, is a 
Code is confined to legit 


survive 
hit and 
pending 
guess. 
shows. 

The code was up for final con- 
sideration by the managers Friday 
(1), but was finally okayed on Mon- 
day. Stated that while there were 
a limited number of showmen pres- 
ent Friday, enough proxies were on 
hand to adopt the code. 


: Angeles 
in the revised ticket 


‘cast are Paul Robeson, Bil] Robinson, 


expected to be. 


im- 


of tickets | 





CANTOR ANGELS NEGRO | 


| Failure of H'wood-B way Pact 
] Said to Be Fomenting Breach 





In Ranks of Dramatists Guild 





Dramatists Guild meeting held re- 
cently at the Adelphi theatre, N. Y., 
was rather sparsely attended, but a 
proposal, which was_ soft-pedalled, 
may have important repercussions in 
| the authors’ organization. From the 

floor there came a suggestion that 

the associate membership might op- 
erate to better advantage if such 
writers had their own organization, 
' rather than continue under the pres- 
ent setup. Associate members do 
| not have the privilege of voting. 
Owen Davis is said to have inter- 


MUSICAL ON COAST 


| 


Hollywood, Dee. 5. 
Eddie Cantor is reported putting 
up $50,000 for production costs of an 
all-Negro stage musical, with cast 

to be lined up by Clarence Muse. 
Plan is to open the show in Los 
and move to New York. 
Among the possible members of the 





Sédin (Rechester) Anderson end posed with an observation that the 
Ethel Waters. proposal sounded like a good idea. 
ae Elmer Rice, the new head of the 

Guild, was unprepared for such a 


development during a _ session de- 
signed to better the craftsmanship 
of younger authors. He tabbed the 
idea as being at variance with Guild 
purposes. Later it was intimated 
that Davis, who was instrumental in 
placating the Guildites and produ- 
cers when they were at odds three 
years ago, might become leader of 


‘Madam’s’ Postponement 
Puzzles Legit Circles; 
Pic Stymies Hardwicke 


Show circles vs:re somewhat puz- 


zled over the action of the Play- the lesser known playwrights, but 
| wrights’ Co. in announcing Sir Ced- | SUC! reports were discounted. 

ric Hardwick to follow George There is little doubt that the as- 
M. Cohan into ‘Madam Will You. sociate members are dissatisfied with 


Tuesday Equity finally okayed the | 


code and extended the basic agree- 
ment one year. 

An unusual, if not unique, proposal 
has been outlined py some brokers. 
They say they would be willing to 
observe the code to the letter in re- 
gards to tickets regularly allotted to 
them, but should have extra privi- 
leges with any others that they may 
obtain without code restrictions. 
an idea is hardly possible of 
receiving consideration by the 
League or Equity, since the intent of 
the code is to hold down premiums 
to 75c for the lower floor and 50c up- 
stairs. 

One regulation concerning 
balcony tickets had been written into 
the code, but stricken out at the sug- 

(Continued on page 52) 


radical 


/convince him that his characteriza- 


Walk,’ then postponing the play until 
next summer when it developed the 
British star could not secure a re- 
lease from picture commitments. It 
was stated that Hardwicke was the 
original selection for the play and 
that two other English players were 
considered, one being Claude Rains. | slim prospect that such results will 
Explained by the Playwrights’ that | be obtained. Younger writers com- 
the lead in ‘Madam’ is subject to two, plain that they still cannot get their 
interpretations. Part may be played | scripts produced because of this, 
by an intellectual type, or by an. with only one Coast company— 
actor of unusual charm such as Co-. Warners—being active at present. 
han. Latter preferred to withdraw, Mers. Nix Agreement 
although the Playwrights’ sought to Second development was the re- 
fusal of the managers to okay the 
amended agreement. No action was 
taken Friday (1) when the League 
(Continued on page 52) 


PLAY TELECASTS 
APPEAR BALKED 


the new agreement adopted by the 
Guild. They contend that the new, 

amended, pact was supposedly 
designed to again attract Hollywood 
coin as backing for legit production, 
but with the film companies dis- 
pleased with the agreement there is 


or 


tion was a definitely acceptable per- 
formance. Immediately upon his re- 
turn to the city after a two weeks 
try-out of ‘Madam,’ Cohan revived 
plans for the presentation of ‘Mu- 
sical Comedy Man,’ which he set 
aside for ‘Madam’ and which is said 
to be biographical. 

Cast of ‘Madam’ expressed dis- 
appointment over the postponement 
and asked Equity if there was any 


redress. It was pointed out, how- 
ever, that the case is merely one 
where pictures have _ interfered ia 


with the stage. 
Telecasting of stage plays from 








| 


NEW YORK 
154 West 46th St. 








HOLLYWOOD 
1708 No. Vine St. 


in forthcoming 


Legit in 1939 


34th ANNIVERSARY NUMBER 


of VARIETY = 


To be Published Late in December 


USUAL ADVERTISING RATES PREVAIL 
ADVERTISING COPY MAY BE SENT TO ANY VARIETY OFFICE 


CHICAGO 
54 W. Randolph St. 


the Broadway boards appears to be 
| indefinitely off, although prior to the 
| season's start such broadcasts were 
lanticipated and expected to be a 
| valuable promotional stunt. Report 
lon a new scale of pay for television 
' work by actors, submitted to Equity 
|last week, made no mention of legit 
telecasts 

If and when plays are televised 
from the stage the regulations and 
added pay will be determined by a 
three-way advisory board, made up 
of people from Equity, Screen Ac- 
tors Guild and American Federation 
of Radio Artists. Equity still has a 
rule calling for a full week’s pay for 
a single telecast, but such a prohibi- 


tory requirement will definitely be 
dropped 

casts or portions thereof are 

television studios and re- 


quired to rehearse along the lines of 
present telecasts, the rate of re- 
muneration will probably exceed 
that to be established on a per hour 
basis. If the telecasts are made from 
theatres and players are not required 
to devote any additional time, the 
rate will likely be the same as for 
radio under similar conditions. For 
latter, players receive one eighth of 
av’ week's additional pay. 

Equity continues to retain juris- 
diction of television originally 
cleimed and there will be no change 





as 


in the situation for at least six 
months. At the end of that period 
Equity’s right to the sphere will be 


conecded by the other stage unions, 




















LONDON to: means to divide jurisdiction 
with the others will be determined. 
8 St. Martins PI. Telecasts of plays from the NBC 
rT employ leciters Imost ¢ 
el € ly 
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Ticket Code Setup 


Continued from page 51 


The |installments are required at the 
provision called for keeping all | rate of 2 cents per ticket. Out of the 
upper floor tickets from the brokers |3 cents levy under the revised 
until within 48 hours of performance. |code, 1 cent is to be placed in a 
It was argued that such procedure | special account. 
might encourage the sale of such | late its enforcement budget and set 
tickets at the boxoffice, but would up a reserve fund so as not to in- 
not keep such sales out of the hands | volve expenditures from the special 
of diggers. Pointed out, too, that this | account, unless necessary. If 




















gestion of the agency people 


jdea would likely be okay for the Sept. 15, 1940, the budget shall not 
hits, but the moderate successes, be exceeded and there remains aj} 
which need agency support, would sum equal to, or in excess of the} 
suffer. Brokers contended, too, that reserve fund, accredited brokers are | 


their clientele prefers buying tickets to receive a proportionate amount | 
from them rather than direct, for from the special account. 
reasons of convenience, charge ac-, Authority’s Authority 
counts and other accommodations. Enforcement authority shall con | 
Balcony tickets priced less than $1.65, sist of four persons, two appointed 
are not to be handled by the, by the managers and two by Equity, | 
brokers. |such board not necessarily being | 
One report had it that the Drama- | permanent. Authority is to hear | 
tists Guild had some criticism of the all complaints against brokers for | 
code, but although a copy had been | 
sent the authors’ heads, no written 
reply had been received early this 
- week. Among the comments credited 
to the Guildites was to the effect 
that Equity has assumed too much 
voice on matters pertaining to the 
front of the house and was ‘trying to 
run show business.’ . 
Possible Penalties 
Under the code, the matter of 
penalties was not agreed upon so 


allotments, to hear complaints | 
against managers before same shall 
be submitted to the trial board, and 
attempt to adjust the complaint to 
ithe satisfaction of a majority of the 
board.. | 

Authority also may review the) 
‘allotment of tickets to brokers and 
' change such allotments to the extent 
permitted under the rules; to issue a | 
has been relegated to the ‘enforce- direction or subpoena to compel at- | 
ment authority’ and the impartial | tendance of parties to the code, their 
trial board. It was not considered | ¢™ployees, witnesses, the production 
important that such a grant of power | f books and records pertinent to the 
be made. Without fixing a minimum | /"@ulry or hearing. In oer where | 
or maximum penalty the code pro- the authority does not agree, the 
vides that either the authority or complaint will be put up to the trial | 
tria) board can: | board of three, one chosen by the | 


| 4 Shows Scram 


League is to regu- | 


by | 


violations of the code, to hear com-| playing three weeks less 
plaints of brokers in the matter of | Drama drew little coin, although ac- 





‘Scandals’ closes at the Hollywood, | 


r ¥. Saturday (9), at which time 
me Fs aaureay -* S eee oe. | of New York Theatres met for the 
it will have completed a 15-week . lente be a 
, eae ee arted at the | purpose of considering the pact an 
Broadway run, which started a She ts ts ton eeer Gales 
Alvin. Revue has done moderately | hats 1s : 4 an pen arse 
well and shows an operating profit. | icture peopie who Pp 
Grosses went to around the $27,000 | favorable consideration by produ- 
ie 4 1 and rec ihe the takings ap-| Cers, state they are unable to under- 
aye g re > > . a} gs é Ke onthe : “ 
proximated $20,000. Road is figured stand the managerial attitude. The 
to be a natural for this musical. showmen, however, say that as the 
- cab asa film end has shown little interest 
in the agreement, there is small rea- 


Films—B’way 


Continued from page 51 














GEORGE WHITE'S SCANDALS 


son why they should signify ap- 
Opened Aug. 28, 1959, Sea- proval. Most of the picture execu- 
son's first musical was accorded a tives who negotiated over many 


tepid reception. Mantle (News) 
said ‘lists to the cheaper bur- 
lesque side.’ Anderson (Journal) 
said ‘quietly old-fashioned.’ Va- 
riety (Ibee) observed ‘should do 
well.’ 


months with the Guild committee 
and the managers regard the last 
minute changes made by the Guild, 
without consulting either of the 
other factions, as the move that up- 
set the applecart. 


With the Hollywood-Broadway 
pact apparently cold so far as the 
sought-for results are concerned, it 
is now hoped to reopen negotia- 
tions to iron out the points of differ- 
ence. That is hardly impossible, and 
whether a more acceptable arrange- 
ment can be worked out so that pro- 
duction would be stimulated this 
season is problematical. Only com- 
ment made by the League after the 
pact was tabled was that it appeared 
to be impractical. Present agreement 
with the Guild was signatured by 
producers individually. That would 








‘Thunder Rock’ was taken off at 
the Mansfield last Saturday (2) after 
one night. 


corded favorable follow-up press. 





‘THUNDER ROCKER’ 
Opened Nov. 14, Robert 
Ardley’s fourth play as produced 
by the Group Theatre was ve- 
toed by the critics, who found 
the author a ‘promising play- 
wright’ who had yet to turn out 


” 
we 


a good play. Brown (Post) be required if the pact is accepted, 
thought it ‘silly and painfully but any number of showmen and 
obvious.’ Watts (Tribune) de- corporations which originally signed 


scribed it as ‘an honorable fail- 
ure.’ Variety (Hobe) said, ‘slim 
prospect for Broadway.’ 


have dropped out of the legit field. 
Agreement which was signed in 1936 
has an expiration date of Feb. 1, 
1941, and is subject to possible re- 








‘I Know What I Like’ was yanked _ vision prior to that date, as indicated 


1, Order a manager or broker to League, one by Equity and the third | from the Hudson Saturday (2) after by the apparently aborptive efforts 


to be agreed on by both. 
If they fail to name the third mem- | 
ber, same shall be selected by the 


pay the League a sum, regardless of 
whether a profit was made, in a/| 


transaction ruled to have been an in- , : D ‘Je 

fraction . American Arbitration Association. 
2 Manager er troker can Upon notice, both the League and 
‘ | Equity are to name their arbitrators. 


ordered to pay a sum pilus an ad-|} ; 
ditional he to eRe any ede Manager or broker against whom 


: . ee a acts charges may be made can object to 
Hag ss comuighyy bea A gegen = | persons named to the trial board and 
Gathane ~- **S“" |may himself designate a substitute, 
3 A manager may lose the right to j}but that must be done within 48 
make allotments to brokers for a par- hours. Complaints against brokers | 
ticular attraction or attractions from | shell ue handled by the enforcement 
which the offense arose | authority. decisions of which cannot 
4. In the case of a broker, loss of | D® appealed. Complaints against 
privilege to handle tickets ion. par | managers not disposed of by the au- 
. \ ‘ < = . + . 
ticular attraction for a fixed period | thority heey those which are to be 
of time, or permanently | considered by the trial board. 
© A menseer saaet ton week t | The manager shall determine the 
os we tenmer entitled ¢ + ig ete |number of tickets to be alloted the 
of the soi jas fi ot A — a brokers, although at least 25% of the 
: oS aoe Dare, SF | teed capacity shall be kept in the| 


be 


permanently. (If the latter, the | poxoffi : sia 
oxoffice for direct sale. However, 

manager would be forced out of | 

business. Same goes for a broker | 


| by the manager is guilty of practices | 
|contrary to the code, or has an ab- | 
normally large percentages of ex- 
ichanges or sales to other agencies, 
|the allotment will be corrected and 
tickets more ‘equitably allotted’. | 
Brokers are to receive tickets based 
on their proven ability for selling, | 
in eases where the enforcement au- 
thority or trial board are used to 
settle such matters. The ability of 
brokers to sell for attractions not in 
the standout class is to be considered. 

Brokers will be required to post 


who is ruled out permanently.) 

6. Managers could be expelled 
from the League, membership con- 
curring. 

7. Managers and brokers may be 
required to suspend or discharge em- 
ployes for violation of code provi- 
sions or regulations. 

All signatories, whether managers 
or brokers, agree, upon acceptance 
of the code, that the judgment of 
the authority or the trial board, in 
ordering the payment of penalties, 


: S > lw 1ec. ‘ 
ore peat Rt i ai res ques- |, bond or cash with the League to 
foned OF attacked. ecisions made | the amount of $500 to show faith in 
pursuant to the code shall be final 


signing the ‘declaration of coopera- 
tion to adhere to the code of fair 
| practices’. There are safeguards 
against ‘steering’ and pavement sales 
;of tickets. Brokers also must not 
show favoritism for one attraction 
against others. 

A number of other provisions are 
retained from the first code. Tickets 


and binding upon all parties signna- 
tory to the code. 

Agencies will be required to pay 
the League’s enforcement fund, 
which will also receive penalty 
monies, 3 cents each on ali tickets 
sold at a premium (slightly less than 
last season). The money is to be 
used for policing and enforcement; 
cost of arbitrations and hearings; 
cost of a central telephone informa- 
tion bureau; expenses of Equity in 
conducting investigations for the 
purpose of enforcing its own rules: 
any legal expenses incurred in 
preparation and administering the 
code; indemnity to the League, its 
members, Equity and its members, 


| the regulations. 





Out-of-Town Play 








RED BUMBLEBEE 





accredited brokers for judgments San Francisco, Dec. 5. 
against them which may be obtained Romantic drama by Robert L. Craig, pre- 
by persons attacking the validity of hear et mi Arch art and Luther Greene; 
? eatures Leo Carrillo, Tamara Geva;: staged 
the code. | by Clifford Brooke; at the Curran, San 
Rules are set for the payment of | Francisco, opening Dec. 4, '39. 
the League of all ticket levies ‘ Pian 
which are past due. Six monthly, Bumblebee’ will not buzz long. 
~ | Historically inaccurate. slow, un- 

















|}emphasize Leo Carrillo’s proven 
| ability in Mexican badman roles. 
Tamara Geva is attractive but over- 
dramatic and unconvincing as Lola 
Montez, whose romance with Muri- 





| this play. 


| port comes from Barlowe Borland, as 
| Lola’s husband, and Albert Morin, as 
| Pablo. 
| Carrillo ever chose to appear in so 
|} weak a carbon of the 
| Murietta. Possibilities are nil. 

Arch Selwyn and Luther Greene 
are presenting. Following opening 
if, tonight (Monday) at the Curran the- 
LOU CLAYTON if; atre here, tour of 10 weeks is sched- 
uled. Pat. 

















Mgt.: 














| playing a 


| the 
if it is shown that any broker favored | but hardly bettered an even break. 


sold at cut rates are not covered by | estimated 


| imaginative, lacking in humor and_/ visitors saw the ‘Town of Tomor- | 
| dramatic highlights, it serves only to, row,’ 


|etta, the bandit, was the basis for | 


| Set and costumes okay. Best sup- | 


Speculation is rife as to why | 


colorful | 


| to revise the regulations concerning 


week and two production backed by film money. 


tepid 
nights. 





Dissatisfied Authors 


‘I KNOW WHAT I LIKE’ Some dissatisfied associate 


authors 





Opened Nov. 24, °39. This in the Guild want to find an out 
Justin Sturm comedy about a so that they may withdraw and do 
sculptor was unfavorably re- | business with picture companies, 


garded by all critics with the ex- 
ception of Whipple (World-Tele- 
gram). Winchell (Mirror) said, 
‘a bore with no action whatever.’ 
Whipple (World-Telegram) de- 
clared, ‘it has many moments of 
charm.’ Variety (Ibee) said, 
‘script is dull . . . comedy with- 
out laughter.’ 


| individually. 
| have been offered a plan from such 
|a writer, latter saying he is willing 
|to resign from the Guild if the pic- 


| Proposal was declined on the reputed 

grounds that the picture concern did 
;not wish to be charged with foster- 
|ing unrest within the Guild. 


‘Straw Hat Revue’ was another| Officials of the picture companies, 
weekend fold, going off at the Am- | led by J. Robert Rubin, of Metro, 
bassador after 10 weeks. Show from | Object to two phases of the so-called 
sticks drew moderate grosses, | Wharton-Wilk plan. They want the 








decide the legit show has little film 
prospects. That would amount to 
‘STRAW HAT REVUE’ having an option to purchase, rather 
Opened Sept. 29, ’39. Opinion than an obligation to do so, That 
was divided on this Shubert | has been one of the points at issue 
strawhat import. Mantle (News) /| from the beginning and the Guild has 
heralded it as ‘best informal | steadfastly refused to make a con- 
type of entertainment since the cession in the matter. 
‘Garrick Gaieties.” Whipple The other point opposed by the 
(World-Telegram) said, ‘will | picture companies concerns the for- 
have to be ruthlessly revamped mula for closing a show, which the 
to win unqualified recommenda- | studio executives claim is too se- 
pelle ht ctr PP com- |vere. But while film company offi- 
os .* cials regard the whole plan as un- 
favorable to them, the Guild coun- 
cil members are said to feel ‘hat it 
is too favorable to the picture end. 
Elmer Rice, who recently succeeded 
| Robert E. Sherwood as Guild pres- 
|ident, is believed to be opposed to 








Legit—Fair 


Continued from page 5! 








hotels went into the red by boosting 
rates and chasing permanent guests 


the signatory managers and put into 


| right to withdraw from a deal if they | 





away. Tourist agencies made elab- effect now, there's Ville chanc f 
cae a eee Seen is belng adopted o iaer allies Gas 
such activities. Ply “ ; a hea hes 
Before the Fair opened it was Bee ee a _ 
that 50-60,000,000 would VU'G IS Tegar< Pe ae 
attend, but the final count was existent. 
around 26,000,000 paid admissions. That would appear to leave the 
What with the coming of the war, no | Whole situation as is until the pres- 
estimates have been made for the | ent minimum basic agreement ex- 
second season Records show that | Pires in February, 1941. 
only one major exposition drew 
more attendance the second year 
than the first. That was the Paris 4 
World's Fair, which hea 24000000, SHOWS in Rehearsal 
visitors in 1899 and increased to 
30,000,000 in 1900. | arenes 
According to Market Analysts, | ‘Fhe Unconquered’ (‘We the 


which made a survey of the exhibi- 
| tions, the transportation area was the | 
most popular at the N. Y. Fair the | 
initial season. One out of every five | 


Living’)—George Abbott. 
‘Christmas Eve’—Guthrie Mc- 
Clintic. 


‘The Man Who Killed Lin- 
coln’—Joseph W. Gaites. 


‘Billy (Tony) Draws a Horse’ 
—W. A. Brady. 


General Motors free exhibit. 
Of the total number of Fair visitors, | 
22° attended more than twice. One | 
out of every six was a member of a ‘Kindred’—Edward Choate. 

| profession, 506, owned motor cars ‘The White Plume’—Shuberts 

and five-sevenths of the visitors had “a : : ry 

$2,000 per | ‘Easy Virtue’ (revival)—Al- 
| drich and Myers. 
‘John Henry’—Sam Byrd. 


‘The Man Who Came to Din- 
ner’ (Chicago Co.)—Sam H. Har- 
ris. 


| incomes of more than 
year, 





Hollywood, Dec. 5. 


Shaw Prepping ‘Siesta’ 


Irwin Shaw is dramatizing | p : a 
‘Charles Kaufman's novel, ‘Siesta in | Once Upon a Time’—Hal A. 
Manhattan,’ for Broadway production | Salzman. 
iin March. ‘Carribean Cruise’—Donald 
Book was published six months ago Heyward. 


by Morrow. — alata aeresicedsainincsn ascii 
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EQUITY OK'S 2 











LTC CLOSINGS 


Legitimate Theatre Corp. again 
asked Equity for concessions de- 
signed to aid the road engagements 
of two of its four attractions and this 
time was more successful. Arthur 
Oberfelder, who operates LTC with 
Fortune Gallo, appeared before the 
council in regards to ‘What a Life’ 
and ‘On Borrowed Time,’ which, be- 
cause of booking lapses, are forced 
to suspend touring. 

Oberfelder asked that his outfit be 
permitted to close ‘Life’ five weeks 
instead of four, and that the layoff 
of ‘Time’ be for seven weeks. Coun- 
cil ruled okay with stipulations. Half 
salaries are to be paid the cast of 
‘Life’ for the fifth week. In the event 
that part of that week be played, 
regular salaries apply for the per- 
formances given and 50% pay for the 
dark nights. Management agrees 
that the tour will continue at least 
four weeks after suspension. 

As the layoff of the ‘Time’ com- 
pany is within one week of the usual 
eight-week period, after which 
closed attractions may resume with 
special requirements, there will be 
no salary liability. However, LTC 
must post a definite closing notice 
when the show stops in Syracuse 
next week, thereby releasing all 
players. Management, however, must 
re-engage all players who desire to 
reopen with the show and there shall 
be no salary reductions. 

LTC, in starting a new system of 





|either as a separate organization, or | 
A film firm is said to} 


|ture people will finance his scripts. | 


} 
| 


the plan, so if it isn’t approved by | 


playing the smaller stands by means 
of guarantees, have faced a number 


| of problems, not all of which have 


been solved. Major difficulty has 
been the spotting of picture versions 
of the plays toured. Intention is to 
play the road similarly next season, 
but plays will be selected which will 
not face similar difficulties, if pos- 
sible. Eva LeGallienne, in Ibsen 
dramas, and ‘Golden Boy’ are easily 
the most successful of the LTC at- 
tractions. 





Current Road Shows 


(Week of Dec. 4) 

‘A Night at the Moulin Rouge’'— 
Grand Opera House, Chicago. 

‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ (Raymond 
Massey )—Cass, Detroit. 


‘Blossom Time’—Playhouse, Holly- 
wood, 





Colbourne-Jones (repertory )—Em- 
pire, Edmonton (4-6); Grand, Cal- 
gary (7-9). 

Eva Le Gallienne (repertory )— 


Liberty Hall, El Paso (4); Temr.. of 
Music and Art, Tucson (5); High- 
school auditorium, Phoenix (6); City 
Auditorium, Long Beach (7): Phil- 
harmenie auditorium, Los Angeles 
(8-9), 

‘Foli:s Bergere’—El Capitan, Hol- 
ly wood, 

‘Hot Mikado’ 
Ford’s Baltimore. 

‘I Married an Angel’ (Dennis King) 

Auditorium, Dallas (4-5); Audito- 
rium, Ft. Worth (6); Musie Hall, 
Houston (7); Auditorium, Beaumont 
(8); Paramount, Austin (9). 

‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’—Royal 
Alexandra, Toronto. 

‘Leave It to Me’ (Victor Moore, 
William Gaxton, Sophie Tucker)— 
Auditorium, Chicazo. 

*‘Mamba’s Daughters’ 
Waters)—Nixon, Pittsburgh. 

‘My Dear Children’ (John 
more )—‘Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘No Time for Comedy’ (Katharine 
Cornell)—Convention Hall, Tulsa 
| (4); Forum, Wichita (5); Municipal 
| auditorium, Kansas City, Mo. (6); 
Technical Highschool, Omaha (7); 
Shrine auditorium, Des Moines 
Orpheum, Davenport (9). 

_ ‘Outward Bound’ (Lauzette Taylor, 
| Florence Reed)—Harris, Chicago. 

| ‘Red Bumble Bee’ (Leo Carillo\— 
| Curran, San Francisco. 

‘Seventh Heaven’ (Charles Farrell? 
—Lyric, Richmond (4-6); Playhouse, 
Wilmington (7-8); Lyric, Allentown, 
ra. <9), 

‘Springtime for Henry’ (Edward 
Everett Horton)—Erlanger, Chicago. 

‘Taming of the Shrew’ (Alfred 
Lunt, Lynn Fontanne)—Biltmore, 
Los Angeles. 
‘Tobacco Road’ 
Plymouth, Boston. 
‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 
Community, Chattanooga (4-5); Or- 
pheum, Memphis (7-9). 

‘Tonight We Dance’ (Ruth Chatter- 
ton)—Locust, Philacelphia. 

‘When We Are Married’ 
Skipworth)—Wilbur, Boston. 
| ‘White Steed’—National, Washing- 


(Bill Robinson)— 


(Ethel 


Barry- 


@ \e 
’ 
lols 


(Slim Timblin)— 


(Alison 





- | ton. 
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Chi Dips; Me’ Down to $20,000, Henry’ 


13446, ‘Outward 


Chicago, Dec. 5. 


All houses were lighted and op- 
erating last week but for the first 
fime since the start of the season 
some of the receipts were not so sat- 
isfying. ‘Night at the Moulin Rouge’ 
came into the Grand after a far west 
four, and ran into meager 
quitting Saturday (2). 

Second week of ‘Leave It to Me,’ 
in the mammoth Auditorium, 
slipped considerably. However, show 


will finish its scheduled three weeks | 


this Saturday (9). 

Second of the American Theatre 
Society subscription shows, ‘Out- 
ward Bound,’ came into the Harris 
last week. Did fairly well consid- 
ering that basic coin from the sub- 
scription was $6,000. 


trade, 


$11,000, Moulin’ 8G 


a + 





‘Mamba’ Nice $16,000 
In Indpls. and Cincy 





Indianapolis, Dec. 5. 

Ethel Waters in ‘Mamba’s Daugh- 
| ters’ fared well here last week at 
|} the English with three evening per- 
| formances and a Wednesday matinee. 
‘Leave It to Me’ is set to open Dec. 
'11, for three nights and matinee, at 
| the English. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Mamba's Daughters’, English 

(1,500; $2.75). Nice $7,000 for four 
performances, better than usual take 
'of heavy dramas here. 


Other two shows, now on_ runs, | wai: . a ee 
held up well, with the John Barry- | Mamba ype gg . 
more item continuing profitably | During the last half of last week 
while the Edward Everett Horton | Ethel Wat = : r= al 
‘Springtime _ for Henry’ revival | ‘ avers, < a: 


slipped a bit from the excellent pace 
of its initial two weeks 
Estimates for Last Week 


‘Leave It To Me’, Auditorium (2d 
week) (4,000; $3.30). Slumped from 
good initial session and came up 
around $20,000. 


‘My Dear Children’, Selwyn (29th 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Purring along 
remarkably; $10,000. 

‘Night at Moulin Rouge’, Grand 
(1,300; $2.75) Shuttered Saturday 
(2) and will likely go into picture 
houses as unit after first of the year. 
Around $8,000 for the week. 


‘Outward Bound’, Harris ‘1st 
week) (1,000; $2.85). In for three 
weeks, the first two of which are)! 


under ATS subscription auspices; as 
such, managed $11,000 to _ first 
stanza. 

‘Springtime for Henry, 
(3d week) 1,400; $2.75): 
500. 


THREE’ NG 126 
IN HUB TRYOUT 


Boston, Dec. 5. 


Frlanger 
Fine $13.- 


As Christmas 
taper off. This week finds two hold- 
overs, ‘Three After Three’ (2d week) 
wnd “Tobacco Road’ (3d week), plus 
a new entry, ‘When We Are Married,’ 
which opened a tryout last Monday. 

‘Road’ did relatively better biz 
than ‘Three,’ but the grosses do not 
reflect it because the former is run- 
ning at $1.65 top and the latter at 
$3.30. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Three After Three,’ Shubert (lst 
week) (1,590; $3.30). Sour press and 
moderately patronized. 


drew best notices, while Simone 
Simon and Mary Brian were given 


politely pale treatment by reviewers. 
Tallied $12,000 for initial frame. 


‘Tobacco Road,’ Plymouth (2d 


week) (1,480; $1.65). Clicking much 
better than it did here last year. 
Very good $9,500 and remains for 


one more week. 


MASSEY-“ABE’ $23,000 
FOR SOCK TORONTO BIZ 


Dec. 5 
Smash hit here and biggest grosser 
at the Roval Alexandra in two 


Se@a- 
sons was Ray:i:ond Massey in ‘Abe 
Lincoln in iilinois” which crashed 


through to nearly $23,000 last week 


in this, his home town 

Only recent topper was Helen 
Hayes in ‘Victoria Regina.” here in 
November, °37, but to a stiffer scale 
although both were $3 top the 


al 
1.54]-seater. Miss | $27.000 


Hay es di 
then. 


“Borrowed Time’ $1,800, 
Falters in Mpls. Split Wk. 


Minneapolis, Dec. 5. 

Despite raves by critics and cus- 
fomers over play, and Taylor Holmes 
and supporting cast’s acting, ‘On 
Borrowed Time’ pulled only mildly 
for two nights and Thanksgiving day 
(30) matinee at Alvin last week. It 
was third legit show in succession to 
falter at boxoffice here, others hav- 
ing been ‘What a Life’ and ‘I Married 
An Angel,’ last-named at the Ly- 
ceum., However, Katharine Cornell, 
in for three performances, Dec. 15-16. 
at Lyceum, is already assured of 
turnaway biz, mail orders to date 
having taken most of seats. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘On Borrowed Time, Lyceum 
(1,600; $2.75). 
comment superlatively favorable, but 
empty seats in majority at two nights 
and matinee. Stage play undoubtedly 
badly hurt by fact that picture pre- 
ceded it here. Tough 
otner opposition also boxoffice 


caps. Light $1,800. 


symph and 
handi- 


nears, the bookings | 


Mitzi Green | 


Reviews and audience | 


ers,’ did surprisingly good biz at the 
| Taft, helped by Negro patronage, 

| Estimate for Last Week 
‘Mamba's Daughters,’ Taft 
| $2.50)—-Four performances 

inigh onto $9,000. Saturday matinee 
, (2) was a sellout and that night 
| brought near-capacity biz. Colored 
| persons were seated in a rear sec¢ 
ition of the orchestra after filling 
| baleony: unusual here, 


(2,500; 
fetched 


| 


‘Kiss Boys’ Gets 126 
In D.C. Return Date 


Washington, Dee. 5. 

Return engagement last week of 
‘Kiss the Bovs Goodbye,’ which pre- 
miered here last season, at $1.65 top 
was promoted by National theatre 
manager Eddie Plohn and critics as 
civic enterprise, columnists hailing it 
'as a worthwhile experiment in which 
theatre was meeting public more 
than half-way in popular price con- 
troversy. Critics not only hammered 
at price angle, but went to town re- 
peatedly, insisting that cast and pro- 
duction was just as good if not bet- 
ter than original. 


and built steadily to capacity from 
Thursday on. 
| Current is ‘White Steed,’ on local 


American Theatre Society subscrip- 
} tion list, 
inson in ‘Hot Mikado,’ first all-Negro 
|show to play Cap’s only legiter since 
‘Porgy and Bess.’ ‘The White Plume,’ 
new Shubert musical based on ‘Cy- 


rano de Bergerac,’ is skedded for 
Dec. 25, and ‘Three After Three,’ for 
Jan. 8. 


Estimate for Last Week 
‘Kiss the Boys Geodbye,’ National 
| (1,698; $1.65). Return engagement at 
pop prices drew critics’ both 
|}over show and low which 


raves, 
scale, 


| seph Holland, 





ENGAGEMENTS 











Betty Field, “Two On an Island. 


Alan Fleming, ‘Once Upon a 
Time.’ 
George Houston, Eric Mattson, 


Ruby Mercer, Robert Chisholm, Jo- 
Nina Olivette, Cor- 


| nell Wilde, Douglas Leavitt, Edward 


Roecker, Hope Emerson, ‘The White 
Plume.’ 

Aline MacMahon, Barry 
gerald, Arthur’ Shields, Wallace 
Ford, Haila Stoddard, Aideen O’Con- 
nor , Thomas Findlay, Harry Young, 
Charles Kennedy, Hale Norcross, 
Lucian Self, Byron Russell, Wauna 
Paul, ‘Kindred’ (complete cast). 

Clifton Webb, Doris Dalton, Helen 
Flint, Gerald Savory, Harry Mest- 
ayer, Joey Faye, Leonore Harris, H. 
Dudley Hawley, Barry Sullivan, 
Philip Faversham, Muriel Campbell, 
Boyd Davis, Ethel Strickland, Wal- 
ter Beck, ‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ 
(Chicago company). 


=" "DuBarry Sock 


$35,000, Philly; 
Mikado’ 22146 


Philadelphia, Dec. 5. 
Philadelphia was in gala holiday 


‘mood the last half of last week, cli- 
| maxing in the Army-Navy football 


At Pop Price Scale 


game, and 
town soared to rousing biz. In fact, 
a couple more houses could have 
fattened on the turnaways. 
Standout was ‘DuBarry Was a 


| Lady,’ B. G. deSylva musical booked 


} 
} 


for the single week at the Forrest. 
Playing a $3.50 top ($3.99 with 
taxes). ‘DuBarry’ galloped to $35,000. 


Only vacancies—and there weren't 
many—were in the orchestra at the 
first few performances. This was 
first time this season and _ for 
some time previous that a show 


| has' attempted a $3.50 top in Philly. 


| but 
Week started okay | 


, bounced 


| Local 


management was 
hold show for a_ second 
especial'y as house is dark this week, 
show had to grab a New York 
house while grabbing was good. 
‘The Hot Mikado,’ with a $2.85 top. 
up to $22,500 in its second 
and final week at the Locust, getting 


| much of its play from football game 


Next week brings Bill Rob- | 


visitors the last three days of the 
week who couldn't jam their way 
into the Forrest. However, ‘Hot 
Mikado’ sold all its cheaper seats 
solidly throughout the week. 


With the enforced postponement of 


‘Mulatto’ opening at the Walnut 
| Street theatre, when Acting Mayor 
Connell imposed a second ban on 


| the 
| only 


shoved take to approximately $12.000, | 


gooa, 


Pitt Crix Pan ‘Tonight’, 
OK Chatterton; Low 46 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 5. 
No excitement here last week over 


Chatterton’s first visit in 15 years, 
and star’s new play, ‘Tonight We 
Dance,’ took it on the chin at Nixon. 
Even the mats, usually a pushover 


when a femme personality’s in town, 


were off. 

‘Dance’ got away to a slow start 
and didn’t have a chance when no- 
tices came out. First time this sea- 
son there was a unanimity of critical 
opinion, all of the reviewers calling 
it the poorest exhibit of season. They 
liked Miss Chatterton well enough, 
though. 

Nixon has ‘Mamba’s Daughters’ 
;current, gets ‘Kiss Boys Goodbye’ 
Monday (11) and then goes dark 
week before Xmas for first time 
since house launched season in Sep- 
tember. Reopens Dec, 25 with Bill 
Robinson in ‘Hot Mikado.’ 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Tonight We Dance,’ Nixon (2.100; 
$2.75) Wound up behind the eight- 
ball. Star’s been away too long, 
from screen as well as. stage, to 


mean much at b. o.. and finished with 
a weak $4,000, poorest gross of sea- 
son so far. 


‘White Steed’ didn't have enough 
speed to outrace such tough rivals 
as Ballet Russe. ‘Ice Follies’ and 


Community Fund last week. 
Raymond Massey's ‘Abe Lincoln’ 
for Dec. 12 is terrific advance. Hanna 
dark current week. 
Estimate for Last Week 


‘White Steed,’ Hanna (1.435: $2.50). 
Nice balcony trade and well liked 
but orchestra seats away off Fait 


$5.000. 


(Monday ) 
‘Tonight 


show, 
one 


last night 
opening 


Saw 


We 


Dance.’ with Ruth Chatterton, at the 
Locust Comedy is in for two 
weeks. 

Next week brings two openings 
George White's ‘Scandals’ comes to} 
the Forrest fer two weeks and the 
trvout, ‘John Henry,’ with Paul 


Robeson, is skedded for the Erlanger. 

If clicking, show may stay for three 

weeks to get in Christmas-week 

trade. 

for Last Week 

Was a Lady,’ Forrest 
Smash $35,000. 
Mikado,’ Locust (2d-final 

(1,500; $2.85) Jumped to 


Estimates 
‘DuBarry 
(1,800; $3.99) 
‘Hot 
week) 
$22,500. 


Commi Comedy $21,700, 


Tops St. Louis Season 


St Louis, Dee > 

‘Ne Time Fo. Comedy,’ with 
Katharine Cornell and Franc Led- 
erer showing plenty of pulling 
power ended week stand at_ the 
American Saturday (2) with thea- 
tres best biz of the season Crix 
kicked in with raves and weather 
was highly favorable. House dark 
until Xmas night. when ‘Abe Lincoln 
in J}linois’ moves in for a week 


‘Leave It To Me’ follows. 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘No Time For Comedy,’ American 
(1.707; $3.30). Comedy copped 
$21.700 for eight performances. ex- 


cellent. 


‘Angel’ Mediocre $7,700 


In 4 Shows, Kansas City | 


c 


nansas City, Dec. 5. 


Three-day stand of ‘I Married An 
Angel’ in the Music Hall last week 
drew comparatively mild biz. | 


Vivienne Seyval-Dennis King-Karen 
Van Ryn company played four shows 
and garnered $7,700 at $3.36 top. 
Jimmy Nixon, Music Hall mana- 
ger, States that evening per- 
formance for Katharine Cornell's ‘No 
Time fo. Comedy’ 
(Wednesday) is a 
Saturday (2) 


> 
the 


tomorrow 
sellout as of last 


| 
} 


‘Largo 206, Joins Top Bway BOs 


Fitz- | 


the two legit shows in| 


frantic to} 
week, | 





_ — 





Dinner’ 19456, ‘Father’ 181,6/‘Sky lark 
$19,200, ‘Story’ 186, ‘Margin’ $16,000 


The seasonal Thanksgiving week; expectations but 
| peak in grosses was missed along | $19,200 quoted. 
Broadway this season. Attendance! ‘Straw Hat Revue,’ Ambassador— 
on the new date set for the holiday |Closed Saturday (2): revue from 
was fairly good, but the ‘second’ | sticks got some money at start. then 
Thanksgiving, Thursday (30), was a/ petered out. 

disappointment. It was hoped that; ‘Streets of Paris,’ Broadhurst ‘25th 
celebrants on that day would invade ; week) (R-1,116; $4.40)—Doing well: 
the metropolis, but just the opposite | off from early fall pace, but laugh 


fine business et 


happened. Many New Yorkers who;|revue should extend well! into 
could join in the second celebration | Winter; $21,000. 

went out of town, where the holiday | ‘Swingin’ the Dream,’ Center ‘2d 
was marked on the traditional final week) (M-3,427; $2.20)—Drew zd- 


Thursday of November. i verse press at mid-week debuit. af- 





Result proved that the managers ter which attendance was fair; bet- 
guessed wrong. A majority of the! oe week. ’ ; . 429 
midweek matinees were played on)... k) sittle Foxes, National 43d 
'Thursday (30), but there were not | “&&™? (D-1,163; $3.30)—Has com- 
|}enough patrons to go around Only peg ay mcnthe with never a los. 


ing week; still popular drama drew; 
over $11,000. 

‘The Philadelphia Story,’ Shubert 
(37th week) (C-1,367; $3.30)—Still 
up with the best money-getters in 
town though new clicks are getting 
slightly more; last week quoted at 


}one attraction, ‘The Man Who Came 
'to Dinner,’ played to standees. ‘Life 
, With Father’ played the usual Wed- 
|nesday afternoon (29) performance, 
; when it drew standees. 

Last week’s premiere fare was de- 
cidedly better than that of the pre- | $18,000 
| vious week. : Another high grosser, | ‘The ‘Woman Brown,’ Biltmore ‘lst 
‘Key Largo,’ joined the list. Takings | week) (D-991: $3.30 Presented by 
at the Barrymore approached $20,000 | Margaret Hewes: written by Dore- 
despite divided opinion. ‘Swingin’ | thy Cumming McNab: opens Friday 
;the Dream,’ Center, a midweek de- (8). : ‘ 
but, received a doubtful press: ‘Farm | “The World We Make,’ Guild ‘3d 
of 3 Echoes’ was farily well received | week) (D-914; $3.30)—Parties helped 
at the Cort and got $7.000 in seven | somewhat last week but attendance 
| times; Morning's at Seven,’ a late en- | not up to expectations; around 
| trant at the Longacre, is a laugh . $8.000. 
| Show. _Notices were fair. ‘Thunder Rock,’ Mansfield—Taken 
| Straight-show leaders are closely | off Saturday (2); despite acclaim 
| bunched, with ‘Dinner.’ $19.500; ‘Fa- | among literati, business did not im- 
| ther,’ $18,500; ‘Skylark.’ $19,200 (nine | prove enough. 


| times); ‘Philadelphia Story,’ $18.000,; “Time of Your Life,’ Booth ‘7th 
slightly off, and ‘Largo, while ‘Mar- | week) (CD-704: $3.30)—Plenty of 
| Sin for Error’ is very good at $16,000, | publicity accorded comedy drame 


‘Too Many Girls’ still leads the! which is faring very well to date; 





musicals with takings close to $30.- | around $12,000 claimed again. 
000; ‘Hellzapoppin,’ $25,600: ‘Streets ‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (313th 
of Paris,’ $21,000. with ‘Yokel Boy’ week) (C-1,107; $1.65)—Has com- 
and ‘Scandals’ close behind New pleted sixth year; management in- 
contender for top gross honors is ex- | tends keeping modest grosser on 
pected to be ‘Dubarry Was a Lady.’ well into winter; rated around $4.006 
| which opens at the 46th Street to- ‘Too Many Girls,’ Imperial (7th 
i'night (Wednesday ). week) (M-1,468: $4.40)—Present 
No openings next week. though a | Musical leader again credited with 
new edition of ‘Hellz’ is due at the Close to $30,000; season’s stay indi- 
Winter Garden. ‘Scandals’ leaves | cated. 
the Hollywood for the road _ this ‘Very Warm for May,’ Alvin (4th 
week. Withdra -n last week “Thun- | Week) (M-1,355; $4.40)—Some pick- 
der Rock.’ Mansfield: ‘I Know What;UP: finished week strongly with 


I Like,’ Hudson 


and ‘Straw Hat Re-| #ross around $14,000, fair for musi- 
| vue,” Ambassa cal 


eae , ‘Yokel Boy,’ Maiestic (23d week) 
 uitimates for Last Week (R-1,107: $3.30)—Exnected to stay 
Pp Dubarry Was a_ Lady,’ 46th well into winter period: has done 
Street (Ist week) (M-1,375; $4.40) excellently after slow start; last week 
Presented by B. G. de Sylva: book around $19,000 indicated. 
by de Sylva and Herbert Fields: ADDED 
score by Cole Porter: highly re- ‘Pins and Needles,’ Windsor (105th 
garded out of tawn; opens tonight, week) (R-961: $1.65)—Liable to 
| (Wednesday) at £7.70 top. round out another season; well re- 
| ‘Farm of Three Echoes.’ Cort! garded new edition pepped up de- 
| (2d week) (CD—1.059: $3.30)—Drew | mand for labor unionists revue. 
!mixed notices, with star. Ethel) which got over $7,000, quite profit- 
Barrymore, highly praised: first | able. 
seven times around $7,000: indicates ‘She Gave Him All She Had, Un- 
moderate chance. cle Sam’s Music Hall; beer ane 
‘Foreigners,’ Belasco (lst week) Pretzels, and liquor are adjuncts to 
| (C-1,000; $3.30)—Presented by the old-type meller in a former restaur- 
| Shuberts in association with Arch ®t on West 48th street; opened last 


Selwyn; written by Frederick Lons- week to weak press. 
| dale; opened last night «Tuesdayv), ‘* ee ee 


‘Hellzapoppin, Winter Garden| ¢ ? 
(eith week! (R-1,671: $330>—-Get- FOLIES’ 156, 5TH WK. 
' ting plenty of coin: last week's gre , 
was quoted at $25.600; new edition 


next week. 


L. A.; LUNTS BIG DRAW 





‘I Know What I Like,’ Hudson 
Dropped out Saturday (2): played | Los Angeles. Dec. 5. 
week and two days to very little The Biltmore, after being dark for 
colin, 


week, relighted last night (Monday ) 
with opening of two weeks booking 
by Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne 


‘Key Largo,’ Barrymore ‘(2d week) 


(D-1,096; $3.30)—-Divided = opinion 


did not hinder excellent initial week, jn “The Taming of the Shrew.’ Pre- 
when the gross approached $20,000;; miere was $5.50 dress-up affair 
player strength (Paul Muni) should Forty extra chairs have been added 


plant this one among the top 


; L ps to main floor, bringing capacity 
‘Ladies and Gentlemen,’ Beck ‘8th 


1,700. 


Neal 


week) (C-1.214; $3.30)—Slated to ‘Folies Bergere’ is in final week at 
play well into winter; continues E] Capitan with Charlotte Green- 
profitable, with pace last week wood tentatively scheduled to fol- 
over $16,000 low in a new play, ‘Chocolate Sol- 
‘Life With Father,’ Empire 9th | dier’ bowed out of Hollywood Play- 
week) (C-1,096; $3.30)--Played to house Sunday (3) and will be re- 
tandees all shows; over $18.500 placed tonight (Tuesday) by repeat 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music of ‘Blossom Time.’ 
30x (8th week) (C-1.012 $3.30) Estimates for Last Week 
Laugh show over capacity and ‘Folies Bergere,’ FE] Capitan, Holly- 
should reap fortune: larger lower wood (5th week) (1.560: $1.16). 
floor accounts for better coin than Grabbed another $15,000 with fina) 


‘Life’: $19,500. stanza to go. 


‘Margin for Error,’ Plymouth ‘Chocolate Soldier,’ Hollywood 
(6th week) (D-1,036; $3.30)—Around Playhouse (3d-final week) (1.130 
$16,000 last week: would have 


$1.10). Lucrative $3,000. 
vrossed more but for parties and dis- BNE Sees PR 
appointing Thursday (30) matinee. 
‘Morning’s At Seven,’ Longacre 


(2d week) (C-1,019: $3.30)—Came in 


‘Mikado’ Has Big Advance. 


late last week; drew moderate no-| Balto; ‘Crowley’ N.G. 3G 
tices; definitely a laugh show and ? 
should land in the money. Baltimore, Dec 5 
‘Scandals,’ Hollywood ‘15th week) First musical here in moons, “The 
(R-1,547: $3.30)—Final week: revue Hot Mikado,’ currently at Ford's, 
could stay longer but figure road attracted a bullish mat! order end 
will be better: made money here; advance. Skedded to follow is en- 
around $20,000 average. other musical, ‘Three After Three,’ 
‘See My Lawyer,’ Adelphi ‘llth, set for Ford’s, Dec. 11. Last week. 
week) (C-1,434; $11.10)—Moved - up, ‘Herseii, Mrs, Patrick Crowley,’ drew 
from Biltrnore; prices reduced and caustic going-over by local crix end 
'should be okay: moderate success, very meagre trade. 
got $6.500 last week Estimate for Last Week 
‘Skylark,’ Morosce ‘Sth week) ‘Herself, Mrs. Patrick Crowley,’ 
(C-961: $3.30)—Played = one extra Ford’s (1,900; $2.22). Fel) fi short 
matinee: like most others the ‘double’ and drew less than $3,000 Fildes 
Phanksgiving’ matinee was twnder Saturday (2). 
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Broun Set By N. Y. Post Christ precipitate? Are we to be 

Heywood Broun, whose ‘It Seems | more ‘Christian’ than Christ? What 
T. Me’ column has appeared in the! then are we waiting for—the revolu- 
New York World-Telegram and (tion? Let's go!’ 
other Scripps-Howard dailies for the| North declared that the editorial, 
past eight years, will switch Dec. 15 
to the New York Post. According to | being a ‘front’ for Communists, is a 
the columnist, a one-year verbal | ‘clear and unmistakable call to vio- 
agreement was okayed between him- 'lence and bloodshed.’ 
self and publisher George Backer, ; 
who recently bought the sheet from | ‘N.Y. Times Group’ Prevails 
J. David Stern, Broun has intimated | Reputed efforts to wean_ direction 
for some time that his contract with | of the American Press Society away 
the Telly would not be renewed. | from the so-called ‘N.Y. Times group’ 
Differences of opinion between him | has failed to materialize, with re- 
and Roy Howard are said to account nomination of Oliver Holden — and 
for the severance. O. D. Donaldson, both of the Times, 

Broun’s column has also been ap- | for the posts of executive director 








which is also directed at Life mag as | 


| Chilton Co., New York publishers, 


'died Dec. 1 in a Columbus hospital | 


of complications following an opera- 
‘tion. Surviving are widow, son, 
daughter and four grandchildren. 
Ralph Henry Graves, 61, head of 
| the newspaper syndicate bearing his 
|name, and former newspaper, mag 
| and book editor, died Dec. 1 in Gar- 
| den City, L. I. Formerly city edi- 
| tor and Sunday editor of the N. Y. 
Times, city editor of the N. Y. Eve- 
ning Post, managing editor of 


bleday, Doran, he established 
newspaper syndicate in 1936. 

Charles F. Kingsley, 74, 
Buffalo, N. Y., newspaper publisher, 
died Dec. 1 in Riverhead, L..I. He 


ning News before becoming owner 
and editor of the Buffalo Enquirer. 
Subsequently, he established the 
Buffalo Review, later going to New 
York where he was connected with 





pearing in a number of papers out- | and treasurér, respectively. Re- 
side the Scripps-Howard chain, han- | nomination is held tantamount to 
dled by the United Feature syndi- | reelection. 


cate, an S-H subsid. Understood| Charges of an_ anti-American 


| 


that the Post will syndicate the col- | Newspaper Guild attitude of Holden | law. 


umn itself in the future, although | 
some other deal on this point may 
still be worked out. Likely that the 
column title will go with the switch 
as Broun has been using it since 1928, 
when he was with the former World, | 
which was later to become the 
World-Telegram when the World 
folded. Understood that in addition | 
to the six times weekly column, he 
will also contribute byline stories 
from the baseball training camps and | 
also for other current news events. 
ee | 
‘Country Lawyer’ Film Buy 

‘Country Lawyer,’ by Bellamy 
Partridge, on which Paramount on | 
Saturday (2) took a 90-day option, | 
has had distinction of heading na- | 
tional best-seller non-fiction list al- 
most since the day it was published 
last August. It’s considered most! 
important non-fiction film buy since | 
Walter Wanger snapped up Vincent | 


Sheean’s ‘Personal History’ some 
years back. 
Book had been under considera- | 


tion by Par for some weeks and was | 
purchased by eastern story depart- | 
ment after call from Russell Holman, | 
New York studio rep, currently on 
Coast confabbing with company 
chieftains. Book consists of series of 
cases around which Par figures on 
weaving a story. 





Connolly Quits Hearst Post 

Effects of his recent illness, which 
recently caused Joseph V. Connolly 
to absent himself from his duties as 
general manager of the Hearst or- 
ganization for an extended period, 
has caused him to quit the post. His 
successor is J. D. Gortatowsky, his 
former assistant, who was named the 
new general manager at a meeting 
of the board of directors of the 
Hearst Consolidated Publications in | 


and Donaldson, together with N.Y. 
Times ‘bias’ against the ANG, are 
said to have resulted in dissatisfac- 
tion among a part of the member- 
ship. 

Other APS nominees for 1940 are 
Robert A. Erwin, of the Washington 
Evening Star, for prez, and Paul 
Seott Mowrer, editor of the Chicago 
Daily News; Dorothy Thompson, 
special writer for the N.Y. Herald 
Tribune; Guy V. Miller, foreign 
news editor, Pittsburgh Press; Henry 
F. Burmester, Long Beach (Cal.) 
Press Telegram, and Cary B. Wil- 
mer, Jr., Atlanta Constitution, v.p.’s. 
Mowrer is the present prez of the 
Society. 


Mull Fia. Edition of Mirror 
Long favored by its editor, Jack 
Lait, as an exploitation idea, the N. 
Y. Mirror may run a Florida edition 
this winter. 
Heretofore the Mirror flew 300 
dailies to Miami during the season. 





NEW PERIODICALS 
Hobby Parade, mag for those with 
hobbies, to appear quarterly. Pub- | 
lished in New York. Albert O. Bas- 
suk is editor, with Fred S. Silver- 
man associate editor. 


True Love Affairs, confessional 
story mag, added to the Munsey 
string. Allie Lowe Miles editing, un- 


der the supervision of Al Gibney. 
Civil War Stories, mag devoted to 
tales of the war between the states 
only, which Fiction House is bring- 
ing out. New pub is under the edi- 
torial direction of Malcolm Reiss. | 
Publication will be quarterly. 





LITERATI OBITS 


Frank Curtis Goulding, 69, adver- 
tising man and former newspaper 





and mag exec, died Nov. 24 in 
Connolly, who while general man- | Brooklyn, N. Y. At the time of his 
ager of the Hearst enterprises was | death he was assistant sec of Dore- 
concurrently prez of King Features, | mus & Co., advertising agency. 
International News Service and In- Dr. Edward Elway Free, writer on 
ternational Photo Service, will ac- | science subjects, died Nov. 24 in New 
tively resume that post. York. Owner and editor of The 
Week’s Science, a news service, he 
Ribbing Mike Halloran also did special pieces for the N. Y. 
Minneapolis newspap_r gang got| Times, N. Y. Herald Tribune and 
quite a kick out of the Republic pic- | the American Weekly. 
ture, ‘Tidal Wave,’ which ~howed at} 
the Minnesota theatre last week. One| of the Erie (Pa.) Dispatch Herald, 
of the film’s characters, Mike Hal-| died Nov. 24 in that city. 
loran, is a newspaper political writer| Charles B. Smith, 71, prominent 
and he’s referred to as ‘writing the | newspaperman for the past half cen- 
usual tripe.’ |tury, died Nov, 28, in New York. 
The Mpls. Star-Journal actually| An editor of the Encyclopedia 
has a political w iter by the name of | Americana at the time of his death, 
Mike Halloran, a veteran, 


San Francisco. 








and respected newspaperman. Of | aging editor on the old N. Y. Eve-| 
course, he came in for much joshing | ning World, Sunday editor of the 
and plenty of telephone calls, but he | Philadelphia North American and/' 
took it all in good stead. managing editor of the original N. 


| Y. Morning Telegraph. He had also 
|served on papers in Washington, 
Knoxville, Tenn., and Macon, Ga. 

Abraham Drucker Phillips, 88, 
veteran sportswriter, died Nov. 30 at 
the Mt. Vernon, N. Y., home of his 
son-in-law, Nat Fleischer, editor and 
publisher of The Ring, fight mag, to 
15 months ago by merger of old Dis- | which he had contributed pieces for 
patch, Scripps League, and Journal, | the past 22 years. 
afternoon outlet of The Dallas Morn-| for a number of New England pa- 
ing News. pers, Phillips had contributed to the 
old Police Gazette before his af- 

New Masses Ys. Coughlin | filiation with The Ring. 

Charges that an editorial in Father 
Coughlin’s Social Justice mag con-! editor and publisher, died Nov. 30 
stituted ‘incitement to riot’ were/at the New York home of his son, 
made to the Post Office department | Joseph Brainin, 
and Department of Justice by Joseph | Jewish activities. 
North, editor of the New Masses, on} Llewelyn Powys, 55, 
Monday (4). Liberal sheet has re- | thor, died in Switzerland Dec. 2 from 
cently been running an alleged ex-/a tubercular condition with which 
pose series by John L. Spivak on the | he had suffered for years. 

Detroit priest. Ernest S. Bates, 60, author, critic 

Portion of the lead editorial ‘Red and former literary editor, died un- 
Mud,’ in current Social Justice, to expectedly Dec. 4 in his Bronx, New 
which North objects, reads: ‘Inaction | York, home after a heart attack. A 
is not necessarily a Christian virtue. | former college professor, he had re- 
Christ, we recall, took the cord of his | viewed books for the Saturday Re- 
garment aud physically lashed the/| view of Literature, the N. Y. Times 
money-changers out of the portico of and the N. Y. Herald Tribune. 
the sacred Temple in Jerusalem. Was Frederic C. Stevens, 61, v.p. of the 


Dallas Daily Sold 
Karl Hoblitzelle has sold to J. M. 
West and, sons, Houston, his Dallas 
Dispatch ~ Journal. Daily’s name 
changed to the Journal. Same man- 
agement will be retained. 
Dispatch-Journal was formed some 








Samuel E. Holly, 79, retired editor | 


capable | he had been a former assistant man- | 


Covering sports | 


Reuben Brainin, 77, Hebrew writer, | 


also a writer on| 


British awe | 


the old New York Press and other 
papers. At the time of his death 
he was engaged in the practice of 


= 


| 
| 


| 


| 





| World’s Work and editor for Dou- | 


former |} 
| 





was city editor of the Buffalo Eve- | 





CHATTER 


General Book Co. has been formed 
by Franco Modigliani in N. Y. 

Coast offices of the Fawcett mags 
moved to a new location in Beverly 
Hills. 

DuBose Heyward named resident 
playwright of the Carolina Art As- 
sociation, 

Margaret M. Mackay returning to 
China, preferring to do her scrib- 
bling there. 

E. L. Bragdon, radio editor of the 
N. Y. Sun, doing a book for Crowell 
on television. 

Pierre van Paassen set to begin a 
lecture tour shortly after the start 
of the new year. 

Andre Maurois has legally taken 
that name. Real tag of the scrib- 
bler was Herzog. 

Donald M. Bangs named assistant 
to Emil Hurja, new publisher of 
Pathfinder Magazine. 

Osa Johnson has delivered biog 
of her late husband, Martin Johnson, 
to Lippincott for publication. | 

Next year’s annual convention of 
the American Newspaper Guild will 
be held in Memphis in June. 

New book-publishing organization, | 
Midland House, has been organized | 
by Norman D. Froiland in N. Y. 

Farrar & Rinehart getting out a 
book by Haldore Hanson, one of the 
Associated Press correspondents in 
China. 

Paul Gallico, seriously ill for a 
long time, now recuperating and do- 
ing a full length novel for Cosmo- 
politan. 

Sara Henderson Hay, who's with 





‘This, 
Knopf. 

New Mrs. Raoul Herbert Fleisch- 
mann, wife of the publisher of The 
New Yorker, is the former Dorothy 
Munds. 

Frank A. Munsey Co. will distrib 
Prize Comics, which the Mayfair 
| Publishing Co. gets under way in 


| January. 


My Letter,’ 





his | of his weakened condition. 


ee 


OBITUARIES 


MAX GRUBER 
Max Gruber, 62, long prominent in 
outdoor circles as an animal trainer, 
died of a heart attack in Muskegon, | 
Mich., Nov. 30. Six weeks before his 
death he contracted pneumonia and 
it’s believed his seizure was a result 


Born in Rumania, he was brought 
up in the circus world, and possess- 
ing a flair for animal training, soon 
devised an elephant act that toured 
the world and appeared before the 
crowned heads of Europe. Appear- 
ing at the London Coliseum in 1909, 
he was approached by Percy Wil- 
liams, who offered him a 20-week 
contract to appear on his circuit. The 
booking led to many other engage- 
ments, including 80 weeks on the 
Keith circuit. He had also appeared 





of the major resort in St. Louis 
County, died Nov. 30 in St. Louis 
after a heart attack while driving 
his automobile. 

Accompanied by his wife, Guyton 
suddenly became ill and collapsed, 
He was dead before a doctor ar- 
rived. 

DELBERT S. WARD 

Delbert S. Ward, 85, retired actor, 
who claimed to have played every 
role in ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ except 
Simon Legree, died Nov. 30 at home 
of his only daughter, Mrs. Clarence 
N. Ferguson, in Coldwater, Mich. 

His widow, Emma, also survives, 





WILLIAM (BILLY) CLARK 
William (Billy) Clark, 64, oldtime 


; ‘Seven Faces Has Love,’ by Adela | 
| 


| Rogers St. John, series in Cosmopoli- 


jtan, is said to be semi-autobio- | 
| graphical. 
Clair Kinney, on copy desk of 


| Hearst’s Sun-Telegraph, elected pres- 
| ident of the Pittsburgh unit of News- 
|}paper Guild. 

| Asheville (N. C.) News from Harold 
|H. Thoms, has changed its name to 
| Asheville Advertiser. 





MARRIAGES 


Betty Lou Reed, professionally 
known as Sonia Orlova, to Serge B. 


Ismailoff, in New York, Nov. 23. 
Both with Ballet Russe de Monte 
| Carlo. 

Frances Parsons, former WOW 
script show entertainer, to Soren 


Munkhoff, WOW news department, 
in Omaha last August, just revealed. 
Peggy Hunter to Stanley Black- 
burn, owner of Mainstreet theatre, 
Fremont, Neb., in Omaha Nov. 28. 
Doris F. Schulman to Bernard L. 


| Schubert, in New York, Dec. 2. He’s 


| sales contact for the Phil Lord office. 


|ney for Walt Disney Productions. 

June Gale to Oscar 
Fredericksburg, Va., Dec. 1. 
is musical comedy and film player 


| he’s composer-conductor and on the) 
| ‘Information, Please’ radio program. | 
| Ann Carolyn Russell, WMAQ ser- | 
| 


’ 


ial actress, to Bernard Scott Good, 


;non-pro, in River Forest, Ill., Dec. 3. | 


| Alice Louise Vogel to Edward W. 
|Hamlin, in St. Louis, Dec. 1. 
|commercial manager of KSD, 
Louis. 


| Louise Harker to John R. Boyer in} 
an- | 
| West Lake Park Amus. Co., operator | 


|San Antonio, Nov. 30. He is 
}nouncer for KTSA, San Antonio. 


at | other sons and a sister, 


erties. 
| Walter H. Goan, who acquired the | 


in vaude with an elephant and zebra 
turn. 

Of his animals, best known were 
Minnie and Little Eva, both ele 
phants. The act toured in various 
circuses and his last engagement was 


| with the Tom Mix show, whose live- 


stock, principally the horses, he 
cared for. The original Minnie was 
sold to a Mexican circus in 1921 and 
Little Eva was relinquished when 
Gruber and his wife, Adele Bono, 
also a performer, retired in 1938. 
Since 1915 they had maintained a 
home in Muskegon. 

Surviving are two sons, Alfred, of 
New York city, and Maximilian, Jr. 





WILLIAM OVIATT 


William Oviatt, over 70, formerly 
well known on Broadway, died in 
California Nov. 30. He wig gen- 
eral manager for Comstock & Gest 
over a period of years and was in 
charge when the producers put on 
spectacles, 
Previously, he had been 
for a time was executive secretary 
to the Producing Managers Associa- 
tion. 
he embarked on building and realty 
on Cape Cod but lost a fortune. 
Oviatt moved to the Coast after his 
son was killed in a plane crackup 
several years ago. He was the 
brother-in-law of Charles Murray 
(Murray. and Mack) and Lew Ayres, 
film player, was a nephew. Widow 
survives. 





PETER GORRIS 


Peter Gorris, 65, vet exhibitor in| a 
Scribner’s, has had a book of poems,| the Pittsburgh area, died in a Mc-| Gus 


published by | Keesport, Pa., hospital last week after 


“LEST WE FORGET” 


EDWARD LeROY RICE 


Our Beloved Husband and Father 
Died December 1, 1938 
Mrs. Emma L. 
Mrs. Hazle 


Rice 
Rice Hall 


and 





a long illness. Gorris went into the | 
business back in the old nickelodeon | 
days, opening in McKeesport and 
later teaming with Frank Pano- 
polos in the operation of a chain of 
houses. At one time, he controlled | 
a dozen theatres but financial re-| 
verses cost him many of his prop- | 
At the time of his death, | 


Gorris was running only the Star, | 


Glassport, Pa. A brother John, form- |} 


| 


| Rapids, Mich. 


blackface comic in vaude and with 
road tabs, died Nov. 26 in Grand 
He had toured with 
the Hammer and Fields Co., and was 


“| also once in an act billed as Arm- 


strong and Clark. 
A sister ,Mrs. 
survives, 


Edgar B. Delano, 


Maurice V. H. Johnson, 64, vet 
Ohio baliroom operator, died Novy, 
26, in Canton, O., after a long ill- 
ness. He had been a partner in the 
Glick Johnson Co., which operated 
the Casino ballroom at Geneva on 
the Lake for 22 years. Widow and 
daughter survive. 








Meta Maye Marsky, former lead- 
ing lady for the old Barney Wolfe 
Stock company, Wichita, who had 


In Memory of 





including ‘The Miracle.’ | 
general | 
manager for Weber and Fields and | 


| played 
: : companies 
After leaving show business, | 


| ws 
| 


JULES MASTBAUM 


1926 


December 7, 





with several other stock 
prior to going to Cali- 
fornia to live several years ago, died 
in San Jose last week. 


Mother, 70, of Maxie Rosenbloom, 
former light-heavyweight champion 
and more recently a film comedian 
and Hollywood nitery operator, died 
in the Bronx, N. Y., Nov. 30. Also 
surviving are her husband and five 
Other children. 

Lou Anthonis, 29, saxophonist with 
Meyers’ Connecticut Colonials, 
|studio band at WICC, Bridgeport, 
| died of pneumonia Nov. 26 at New 
Haven hospital. 





John 
southern fair 
at his home 
He had been 
tanburg Fair 


Perry Fielder, 72, pioneer 
promoter, died Nov. 30 
in Spartanburg, S. C. 
secretary of the Spar- 
Association, 

John P. Gaskill, 52, cellist, who 
played with orchestras in various Al- 
bany theatres for years, died Dec. 2 


| in the N. Y. state capitol. 


Warren C. Ripley, 71, father of 
Fred R. Ripley, v.p. and general 
manager of WSYR, Syracuse, died 
Nov. 28 at his home in Cleveland, 


erly an exhib himself, but in the oO 
restaurant business now, has been Kate Hohengarten, 72, mother of 
looking after the Star since the} Carl Hohengarten, CBS orch leader, 
exhib’s last and fatal illness. died recently of anemia in a St. 
Widow two sons and a daughter} Louis hospital. Husband also sur- 
also survive, vives. 
SIDNEY GOLDTREE Max Kimble, 70, father of Al 
Sidney Goldtree, 57, Coast legit | Allen, assistant to vaude agent Ed 


| producer 


June Woodworth to Gunther Les- | 
| sing, in Las Vegas, Nev., Nov. 25.| 
Bride is a screen actress; he’s attor- | 


Levant in! 
Bride 


and 
heart attack in 
29 


booker, died after a 
San Francisco Nov. | 


7 ¢ ‘ 4 
From 1920 to 1931 Goldtree was in 
charge of productions at the Green 
Street theatre, Frisco, where he 


| Sherman, died Dec 


1 in Boston after 
a long illness 

Mrs. Ella King Adams, 61, head of 
Cecil B. DeMille’s research depart- 
ment, died Nov. 26 in Hollywood. 


staged several long-run plays. The| eens 
| best known of these was ‘Easy for| Frank S. Franklin, 84, father of 
| Zee-Zee,’ which ran there 64 weeks.|Clyde Franklin, New York actor, 


For a time he was also associated 
| with Eddie Mitchell in a booking 
business. 

He dropped dead on the street only 
half a block from home and, hav- 
| ing no identification, was taken to 
the city morgue where he was later 
identified by relatives. 


SIDNEY J. KENT 
Sidney J. Kent, 85, father of Sid- 
ney R. Kent, 20th-Fox president, 
died in Pasadena, Cal., Dec. 2. 
| Also surviving are Larry Kent, 
| head buyer for Fox West Coast, two 








FRANK GUYTON 
Frank Guyton, 67, prez of the 


died Nov. 28 in Newark, O. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Luigi Luraschi, son, 
in Los Angeles, Nov. 26. Father is 
head of Paramount’s censorship divi- 
sion in Hollywood. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Kapner, son, 
in Pittsburgh, Nov. 28. Father's 
manager of WCAE, Pittsburgh. 

Mr. and Mrs. Nate Tufts, son, Dec. 
2, at Lawrence hospital, Pelham, N. 
Y. Father is production man at 
Ruthrauff & Ryan agency. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. S. Van Dyke, son, 
in Santa Monica, Dec. 2. Father is 
Metro director. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mort Lawrence, son, 
in Philadelphia, Nov, 29. Father is 
WCAU, Philly, gabber. 
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ew Cantor on from the Coast. 


December 6, 1939 


Old Parody club becomes a sea-) 


foodery. 

Rosemary Lane flew back to Coast 
Saturday (2). 

Bob Weitman nursing a bad cold 
end sinus attack. 

Harry Blair has set up his own 
publicity agency. 


The Sol Lessers back to the Coast ' 


tomorrow (Thursday ). 

Tommy Nip back in New York. 
Had a dance school in Evansville, 
Ind., for a spell. 

Warner Club is having a Christ- 
yoas party at the Warner Flatbush 
studio, Brooklyn. 

Mike Connolly, of the Screen Ac- 
tors Guild eastern office, back from 
e month’s stay in Miami. 

O. H. Briggs, president of Pathe 


Films, to the Coast to finish negotia- | (ombo-eatery method it has to draw 


tions for new lab facilities. 


Charlie King (Bill’s Gay ’90s) be- | 


rnoaning loss of two valuable scrap- 
books, good only to himself. 
Glover and LaMae, dancers, shift 


into the Beverly-Wilshire’s Floren- | 


tine room, Beverly Hills, Dec. 7. _ 

Harry Hartwell, tenor, reverting 
to his family name, Baron. Harold 
von Oppenheim, for concertizing. 

Helen Gahagan (Mrs. Melvyn 
Douglas) is looking for a legit play, 
and has two in mind but nothing is 
set. 

David Gould, Metro’s manager in 
Puerto Rico, recuperating from ab- 
dominal operation at French hospi- 
tal. 

Jack Ellis, who got hitched a 
couple of weeks ago, is stalling the 


south. 


io Wi wt 





_ CHATTER 





ment, has postponed production of 


any new shows until spring, when he | 


expects to proceed with ‘Love’s Old 
Sweet Song.’ new Saroyan play. 
Meanwhile the author has completed 
still another new one for him. 





3 Bands, 60c. 


LC Continued from page 1d 








fold back roof for starlight dancing 
in the warm months. 

Project is the idea of Richard M. 
Decker, now operating, who 
been angling for a similar site for 
the past four years. Op claims he 
already has offers from several mid- 
western keys to start like ballrooms 
with assured financial backing. 
With a high rental, cost of operation, 
including food, chefs, counterman, 
etc., talent and other expenses, such 
a spot is more of a hit or miss 
proposition than most. Under the 


heavily in order to get off the nut. 

Door tap is 60ec weekday evenings 
and 75¢e Saturday, Sunday and 
holidays. There’s a Saturday 
matinee also, Tap entities ticket 
buyers to hop from 5.30 p. m. to 2 
evening sessions and in 


addition gives ‘em 60c worth of 


food. Sandwiches run from 25c. to 
50c. Milk, coffee, tea priced at a 
dime. Beer. ‘only alcholic sold) is 


15c a glass, 25c a bottle, and 75c a 
pitcher. There's a smorgasbord 
table that entitles a patron to heap 
as much as he can on a plate in 


| one circuit which. with bread and 
,/butter, uses up his 60c ticket. If 
honeymoon until later when he goes | 


Julian Rifkin, g.m, ef the Rifkin | 


circuit in Massachusetts, walks to 
altar with Lee Adaskin, non-pro, 
next spring. 

Monte Proser back to the Coast 
preparatory to opening his Beach- 
comber spot in the Winter Garden 
here on Dec. 23. 

Russell Birdwell planed out ef 
New York for the Coast Monday ‘4) 
after confabs on ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ bally plans. 

James J. Van Dyk, actor and inde- 
pendant contractor, in voluntary 
bankruptcy, assets of $6,100 and lia- 
bilities of $31,968. 

W. Ray Johnston, who flew to 
Phoenix, Ariz., last night (5), will 
probably spend the Christmas holi- 
days on the Coast. 

Toots Shor’s new restaurant build- 
ing. occupying two former brown- 
stone houses on W, 5lst, should be 
completed after Jan. 1. 

Jean Muir, on two-week leave of 
absence from the AGVA office, to 
guest-star with Guy Palmerton’s 
siock at Salem, Mass., this week. 

Metro home office messengers and 
clerks have formed a_ basketball 
squad, hopeful of scheduling games 
with other film company quintets. 

William C, Whites (Ruth Morris) 
scrammed up to Camp Intermission 
at Saranac Lake, where the missus 
will convalesce from a recent bit of 
surgery, 

Joseph Linz has left RKO to join 
his father’s paper, Despatch-Journal, 
Dallas, in which Karl Hoblitzelle and 
Bob O'Donnell, Interstate operators, 
have an interest. 

Following injuries which he suf- 
fered in an auto collision in Minne- 
sota about a month ago, Charles Bur- 
ton, chief of Paramount’s mainte- 
nance department, is back, 

Clifford C. Fischer, whose ‘Folies 
Bergeres’ reopens the Broadway as 
a legit spot, may take a lease on the 
house in association with the Shu- 
berts. Latter meantime have it. 

Abe Lastfogel, g. m. of William 
Morris agency, playing the legit the- 
atre circuit catching up with shows, 
many of ‘em studded with his com- 
pany’s clients. J. C. Stein (MCA) 
another dittoing. 

Mort Nathanson upped from asso- 
clate to top p.a. of ‘Life With Fa- 
ther.’ following resignation of Gerald 
Goode. who was forced to step out 
by TMAT ruling that the couldn't 
also handle the touring Monte Carlo 
ballet 

Now that John Steinberg and Abe 

Lyman are set to manage the Troca- 
dero, Hollywood, the deal whereby 
the former might have acquired the 
International Casino, on Broadway. 
w hich was offered him, is off. 
_ Zeke Colvan, g.m. of the Muny Op 
in St. Louis, has written a practical 
handbook on the business of acting 
which McGraw-Hill (Whittlesey 
House) is bringing out soon under 
title of ‘Face the Footlights.’ 

When Frank (Algonquin) Case 
opened his hotel lounge for a sup- 


per club, with Greta Keller, last 
Wednesday, the bullish turnout 
caught all unawares, with service 


#lmost paralyzed by the strong biz. 
Paramount tossed feed at Lu- 
chow’s for the critics last night 
‘Tues.), with Johnny Green’s orch, 
Allan Jones and Mary Martin, who 
open today at N. Y. Par, on hand 


over the allowance patron pays 
\the difference on the way out, Also 
there’s a soda fountain. 

Three bands alternate on the 
bandstands. One upstairs and an- 
other on the lower level and a 
third Cuban outfit shifts between. 
Currently the upstairs room is 
closed for repairs to the dance floor 
so the three outfits go on down- 
stairs in half hour relays. Teddy 
Powell, Joe Marsala and Antonio 
DeVera bands opened. Marsala 
and De Vera stay until middle of 
January Bunny Berigan replaced | 
Powell for two days Novy, 30-Dec. 
1, Berigan being replaced with 


Dick Messner who was followed by 
the current George Hall. Ben 
Bernie comes in Thursday (6), then 
Jack Jenney followed by Van Alex- 
ander. 

Method of eating is 
from which is derived 
teria title. Patrons pick 
and utensils and carry it back to 
a table in any part of the house. 
Tables surround the dance floor 
downstairs only, the hopping space 
being smaller than usual for ball- 
rooms. Upstairs is slightly larger. 
Management 


self service, 
the Dance- 


reports 


|making patrons believe that they're 


together with Walter Connolly, also. 


now in the east. 
Nearly 1,000 department heads and 


employees of Loew's home office and | 
Metro exchange will be guests at the | 


company’s Xmas luncheon at 
Hotel Astor Dec. 22. On Thanks- 
“Iving night, Loew’s N. Y. theatre 
epartment had its party. 

Eddie Dowling, with a stomach ail- 


the | 


entitled to food as well as dancing 
for the same price and have been 
told that dancing to three bands is 
worth the price of admission alone 
while being handed back food 
checks. 


Claim an attendance of 28.000 in 


first six days. 





‘Mulatto’ 
_— Continued from page lw 


the Rev. William 
pastor of local 








moral values and 
Stevenson, Negro 
Methodist Church, rose to denounce 
it. Other unidentified volunteer 
critics spoke for and against the play 
in the impromptu debate which con- 
tinued for hours on the sidewalk out- 
side. 
Lust 
ban 


week, Judge Bok. acting on a 
the late Mavor S. 
Davis Wilson imposed a yeat 
restrained Acting Mayor Con- 
interfering with the pro- 
but made it clear then that 
this action was taken on the Wilson 
ban and that Mavor Connell had the 


issued by 
or more 
azo, 
nell 
duction, 


from 


right to inflict a second ban of his 
own, Reports made by those repre- 
senting him after seeing the ‘pre- 
view’ were of so lurid a nature that 
Connell became quite emphatic in 
his announced intention of not re- 
treating an inch from his former 
position, 

This is the first time that Acting 


Mayor Connell has taken any action 
on a theatrical presentation and it 
has been generally assumed that he 
was much more liberal in his views 
than the late Mavor Wilson, who 
interfered with the local perfor- 
mances of a number of plays. 

An odd sidelight to the situash was 
the order bv the Theatre Managers, 
Agents and Treasurers union to Tom 


La Brum and Mort Schwartz to re- | 


sign as press agents for the show be- 
cause Becker did not hire a union 
manager for the theatre. This is the 


second time Schwartz has been sty- ' 


mied while ballyhooing ‘Mulatto.’ 
He was the press agent for Mark 
Linder when the latter tried to put 
it on at the Locust in 1937 


has | 


up a tray | 


difficulty in, 


| 
} 


London 


| Sokolova after getting divorce from 
| Erika Wilka. 
| Romney Brent playing one of leads 


, George Do It.’ 


The Hugh Williamses (he’s stage 
and film actor), divorced. Couple 


| were married in 1925. 


/expectedly after heart attack. 
| Peggy O’Neil making comeback in 


inew play, ‘Meet the Wife.’ Malcolm | 
|Keen and Lorraine Clews are her 
| support. 

Ivy St. Helier substituting for 
|Hermione Baddeley ‘convalescing 


‘from an operation) in Farjeon’s ‘Little 
| Revue’ at the Little. 


‘Alias the Bulldog,’ is latest in the 


|Drummond series, which Associated | 


| British is doing, with Jack Buchanan 
in title role and Greta Gynt in femme 
lead. 

‘Billie’ Houston, formerly of the 
Houston Sisters team, married to 
Paul Eve, an Australian journalist, in 
London, He was Associated Press rep 
here. 

Alexander Onslow, who made a hit 
in New York in the male 
| ‘Billeted,’ sentenced to six 
‘hard labor for stealing old 
valued at $75. 

Carrol] Gibbons back from Amer- 
ica, but not returning to the Savoy 





months 
silver 


operate with one band, using Geraldo. 
| Gibbons goes on vaudeville tour. 

| Gaumont-British deluxe 
| which abandoned vaudeville 


| will be less expensive acts. Ann 
| Davis, of the Arthur Jarratt office, 
is the booker. 

G. B. Samuelson, one of 
;pioneers of British pictures, 


the 
now 
| with Beaconsfield Film studios. . In 
| the old days he was in partnership 
' with Sam Smith, who is head of the 
studios and British Lion Films. 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


Lucille McCullum, of 20th-Fox. re- 
cuperating from appendectomy. 

Gladys Swarthout soloist with 
Minneapolis Symph for two concerts 
last week. 


| Joe Fieldman, National Screen! 
| salesman, assisted by J. McFarland 


and Dave Bader of same office, put 
| on show for Glen Lake Sanatorium 
tubercular children. 

Larry Kline, RKO office manager, 
named North Dakota salesman, suc- 
ceesing Bill Crystal, who’s left. A. J. 
Stern withdrawn from sales staff to 
become office manager again. 
| Maude Raymond in from New 
| York to replace Wilma Francis as 


| Marcia Giles with ‘On Borrowed 
| Time’ at Alvin here, latter having 
| been taken ill in Omaha and re- 


turning to Gotham. 

Clyde Franklin, member of 
Borrowed Time’ cast, 
father’s death while playing Alvin 
engagement here, but had to go on 
for two Thanksgiving (30) perform- 


‘On 


was advised of 


; ances, being unable to leave com- 
pany because of lack of under- 
study. 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 


War not worrying boxoffices 

U. S. band leader, Bob Lyon, scor- 
ing at Trocadero, Sydney. 

Hoyts planning additional nabe 
theatres in Sydney and Melbourne. 


Melbourne amusement biz tops, 
with crowds in for the race carni- 
val. 

Biz continues brightly in New 
Zealand with British and U. S. stage 
fare, 

Flag-waving ideas creeping into 
stage presentations throughout Aus- 
tralia. 

Switzerland Ice Show will road 
show in New Zealand for William- 


son-Tait. 


Bob Lyon, U. S. danceband leader 
at the Trocadero, Sydney, due to 
stay here a yea! 

Jimmy Collins producing stage 
presentations successfully at State, 


Sydney, for Greater Union 

‘Four Feathers” (UA) clicked in 
Sydney for Hoyts. ‘Hotel — for 
Women’ (20th) also doing very well 

Metro starting heavy exploitation 
for ‘Wizard of Oz’ on Yuletide debut. 
Hal Carleton and Mike Lustig in 
charge. 

William Marien, former publicity 
| manager in Sydney for Williamson- 
Tait, bowed out to joint the Sunday 
| Telegraph, 

Mills Bros. set for a Sydney season 
for Tivoli theatres Recently com- 
pleted a hit run in Melbourne for the 
same management. 

Olga Coelho, Spanish singer, after 
a short run for the Australian 
Broadcasting Commission giving 4 
series of solo concerts in Sydney 

Norman B. Rydge, Charles Munro 
‘and Dan Michaelove still in deep 
huddles concerning proposed deal 
between Hoyts and Greater Union. 

Ian Keith is doing good trade for 
Dave Martin at the Minerva, Sydney 


in ‘Dinner at Eight.” Will do othe: 
U. S. legit shows for same manager 

Salici’s Puppets begin a season in 
Melbourne for Tivoli theatres Act 





Herbert de Leon wed Natacha! 


, Military service. 
|is being made up 


|in George Formby’s latest film, ‘Let | Managements. 


| Arthur Graham, assistant manager , 
|of Beaconsfield Film studios, died un- | 


lead of | 


hotel, whose management decided to | 


cinemas, | 
since | 
| the war, are back again, but policy | 





| Was originally imported by Sir Ben | 
, Fuller for a U. S. revue try through 


Alec Hanlon. 


Quite a few of the boys connected 
with the pic biz are taking a spell at 
Difference in pay 
by the various 


Films Commission being asked by 
leading exhibs to stop free pic shows 
in stores this Yuletide. Previously, 
the stores made a biz bid by playing 
short free sessions with 16 mm. pix. 

Williamson-Tait granted a 
license for Royal, Sydney, by the 
Films Commission. Unit, however, 
will stick to legit, with license kept 
on ice just in case a change is neces- 
sary. 


pic 





Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 





| Ballet Russe playing annual visit 
to civic auditorium. 
Stock ‘Our Town’ still doing big 
at Play House on fifth stanza. 


Frank Sennes turning over book- 
ing to Marty Caine, temporarily, 
, while on honeymoon trip. 

Frederic McConneli acting as 
prexy for fall get-together of Chic’s 
university and little theatres. 
| Sammy Walsh back, m.c.ing for 
, Ohio Villa, which hasn’t been able 
| to get liquor license back yet. 
| Nat Lefton, Variety Club’s new 
‘chief barker, and other officers being 
inducted at big shindig this week. 





‘Private Party’ 


Continued from page 1 








| the night. The clubs would be per- 
, mitted to charge corkage and service 
‘fees for ice, ginger ale and soda. 


One Philly Idea 


Philadelphia, Dec. 5. 
Frankie Palumbo, operator of a 


club in South Philly, is toying with | 


the idea of hiring busses to trans- 
port customers to either the Renault 
Club, Atlantic City, or his club in 
Wildwood, N. J., both of which he 


operated during the summer and 
which are now shuttered. 
Roac houses in South Jersey ex- 


| pect the biggest biz in their history 
| from thirsty Philly celebrants. The 
Main Line social set is expected en 
masse by Gotham spots to welcome 
1940. 


Blue Detroit 


Detroit, Dec. 5. 

Nitery proprietors throughout 
| Michigan are having a tough time 

' keeping up that hearty greeting for 

the customers. They just took a 
tough sock from the State Liquor 
Control Commission. Nitery, hotel 
and restaurant owners are wearing 
| long faces because New Year's Eve 
falls on Sunday this year. They 
won't be serving anything stronger 
than beer and light wine until after 
the bells ring out. 

‘We can’t repeal the calendar,’ Or- 
rin A. DeMass, chairman of the 
commish, told the boys, ‘and a law 
is a law and we have to enforce it.’ 


Michigan law rules out. the heavy 
liquor on the Sabbath and what's 
more, State's Governor, Luren D. 


Dickinson, is a_prohibitionist, so 
there won't be any fooling. 

It is going to be legal to sell the 
hard stuff from midnight to 2 a.m.. 
closing time. DeMass said he couldn't 
| see any reason why public couldn't 


yack «6celebration into those two 
hours 
Shopping Around in N. Y. 
Plotting the New Year's, reserva- 
tions, price scales and busine €x- 
pectations is now occupying the at- 
teniion of the niteries the country 


over. 


+ r) ? 
LIONS 


All agree that ‘general condi- 
will be the determining 
these shifting so fast, in face of antics 


factor, 


abroad, that. there’s no tellin The 
expected boom in the market cer- 
tainly hasn't happened and there 
has been quite a lull in cafe biz 
since early November, normally a 


peak month. 

The Dec. 31 calendaring this year 
on a Sunday night is Jess of a prob- 
lem for New York than 
when it fell on Saturday 
dained a 2 a.m. curfew for 
morning. 

Encouraging for N. Y the 
number of inquiries anent reserva- 


last 
and 
Sunday 


yeal 


Ore 


are 


tions, indicating, however, that 
they’re shopping around, as book- 
ings are still slow. 
‘ Ohio’s Headache 
Columbus, Dec. 5. 
Ohio blue Jaws are also a hurdle 
here for the niteries New Year's Eve, 
due to the awkward calendar date. 
The private party stunt has been 
talked about as a possible means to 
rcumvent the Sabbath hurdle 


‘ 


VARIETY 


Ho!lywood 








_ Gary Cooper laid up with leg in- 
jury, 
: Irene Lee back from N. Y. story 
1uNnt, 

Abem Finkel back from Caribbean 
cruise, 

llona Massey east on three-week 
holiday. 

Henry 
operation, 
_ William Jacobs on two-week siesta 
in Mexico, 

Jan Garber celebrated 20th year as 
band leader. 

Ray Sebastian in serious condition 
after surgery. 

W. J. Roth 
Erpi huddles. 

Elmer Lupton recuperating after 
appendectomy. 

Charles Frendling 
from pneumonia. 

Earl Johnson jin from Manhattan 
to gander studios. 

Dorothy Lamour to hospital for 
throat treatments. 

Edward  Shellhorn 
from eye operation. 

Jean Parker filed suit for divorce 
from George MacDonald. 

Skinnay Ennis laid up with cracked 
ribs after fall from a horse. 

Arthur Rankin giving up acting 
for writing on advice of his doctor. 

Louis B. Mayer entertained Mili- 
tary Affairs Committee from Wash- 
ington. 

Gene Fowler and Leo McCarey 
recovering from their motor crash 
injuries, 

Bobby Webb resigned as casting 
director for Samuel Goldwyn after 
eight years. 

William Guthrie resigned as pres- 
ident of Motion Picture Location 


Schuster recovering from 


in from Manila for 


recovering 


recuperating 


' Managers’ Assn. 


Ruth Collier filed papers to change 
the name of Collier, Weber & Todd 
agency to Ruth Collier Co, 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 








One of the Kap Monahans’ two 
youngsters down with the chicken 
pox. 

Georgia 
Casino this 
ness, 

Harold Lund off for a two-week 
southern trip with his boss, Harry 
Ross. 


Sothern cancelled out of 
week on account of ill- 


| Oscar Levant gave Pittsburgh 
symph two biggest houses of the 
season. 

Art Morrone coming along all 


right at Mercy hospital following an 
operation. 

Muriel Caldwell now doing the 
| warbling with Sid Dickler on his 
one-nighters. 

Saul Steinfeld, of RKO office, and 
Betty Goldstein have announced 
their engagement. 

Harry Klein in town, beating 
{drums for Brock Pemberton’s ‘Kiss 
the Boys Goodbye.’ 


Tom Hune, of Ruth Chatterton 
cast, is Tom Koehler of Carnegie 
Tech drama school. 


Polly Rowles slated for lead in 
Playhouse’s next show, Noel 
Coward's ‘Private Lives.’ 

Ida Henn back to work at Repub- 
lic exchange after being laid up 10 
months from auto accident. 

Margie Noble, of Clair Ray Girls, 
spending third week in Shadyside 
hospital for bone corrections. 

James Stewart's parents came in 
from Indiana, Pa., over weekend to 
see their pride and joy in ‘Destry 
Rides Again’ at the Alvin. 


St. Louis 
By Sam X. Hurst 


Ricard Arvidson, manager of the 
Mattron, Mattoon, Il, a benedict. 

Lk Sullivan, former Columbia 
booker, now with National Theatre 
Supply Co. 

Lester Levy, booker for Mono- 
gram, called to Kansas City by death 
of his father. 

Tim P. O'Gorman, 
at the Garrick theatre, 
lavoff cue to illness. 

Joel Dowdy now manager of the 
Criterion, Poplar Bluffs, Mo., a unit 
of the I. W. Rodgers circuit. 

Grover LaRose, booker, conval- 
escing in St. Mary’s hospital from 
injuries suffered in recent auto ac- 
cident 

The Ballet Russe has been inked 
for seventh annual engagement with 
St. Louis Symph Jan, 5-7. Gladys 
Swarthout makes local bow as 
soloist with Symph Dec. 8-9. 

Don Lohbeck, 22, pianist, awaiting 
end of the European conflict to start 
his concert tour in France. Was in 
Paris when hostilities broke out, se 
he hurried to his home here. 

Sid X. Hartman presented with 
traveling bag, etc., by employes of 
Hotel Chase at farewell breakfast 
party tossed upon his resignation as 
head man of Chase Club, nitery. 

First local showing of ‘No More 
Peace’ will be by the Mummers of 
St. Louis, Dec. 8-10. Leads as- 
signed to Carlo Koenig, Gene Mare 
shall, Blandford Jennings and Lu- 
cille Williamson. 

Assets of George Kilgen Sons, 
Inc., oldest organ concern in U. S., 
brought $21,707 at auction. Eugene 
R. Kilgen, grandson of founder, has 
organized @ new company to carry 
Oni. 
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back after 
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| LOVELY SMOOTH SKIN 
| IS A CHARM EVERY 
: GIRL SHOULD HAVE 


Lux ToILeT SOAP HAS 
ACTIVE LATHER.| USE 
IT REGULARLY AS 
OTHER HOLLYWOOD 
SCREEN STARS DO... 


Avi 











we. 


SCREEN STARS use this soap with ACTIVE lather 
gi _ youll find it works for YOU! 








LOVELY SKINIS ) 

IMPORTANT_TO |. ; OLLYWOOD STARS use Lux 
CS : _ I Toilet Soap because its gentle 

WIN ROMANCE } = 8 ACTIVE lather does such a thorough 

AND HOLD IT t oo ; job. It gives million-dollar complexions 





protection they need to help them stay 
soft and smooth. 


You don’t want to risk Cosmetic Skin 
—the dullness, enlarged pores and little 
: blemishes that come when pores are 
choked. Use cosmetics all you like. But 
\ give your skin regular ACTIVE-lather 
\ care. ACTIVE lather takes away every 
\ trace of dust, dirt and stale cosmetics 

\ from the skin—leaves it soft and lovely. 

{ 


, » Use Lux Toilet Soap when you renew 
{ make-up — ALWAYS before you go to 
bed. You’ll love the gentle care this fine 
white soap gives your skin. 


BETTE DAVIS 


OLIVIA de HAVILLAND 
IN WARNER BROS.’ 


‘The Private Lives of 
Elizabeth and Essex”’ 


NOW SHOWING LOCALLY 









(USE Lux ToiLeT 


SOAP. ITS ACTIVE 
LATHER AGREES | 
WITH MY SKIN 


oer 
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